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HE curiofity, entertained by all civilized nations, ‘of enquiring into Chap. & 
the exploits and adventures of their anceftors, commonly excites a re- 
gret that the hiftory of remote ages fhould always be fo much involved 
in obfcurity, uncertainty, and contradiction. Ingenious men, pof- 

fefled of leifure, are apt to pufh their réfearches beyond the period in which li- 
terary monuments are framed or preferved, without refleing, that the hiftory of 
paft events is immediately loft or disfigured when intrufted to memory or-oral tra- 
dition, and that the adventures of barbarous nations, even if they were preferved, 
could afford little or no entertainment to thofe born ina more cultivated age, The 
convulfions of a civilized ftate ufually compofe the moft inftru@ive and mot 
interefting part of its hiftory; but the fudden, violent, and unprepared revo- 
Jutions, incident to Barbarians, are fo much guiced by caprice, and terminate fo 
often in cruelty, that they difguft us by the uniformity of their appearance; and 
dt is rather fortunate for letters that they are buried in filence and oblivion, The 

Vor. L B only 
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only certain means, by which nations can indulge their curiofity. “ papi 
concerning their remote origin, is to confider the language, Beicecatls Rae cuf- 
toms of their anceftors, and to compare: them with: thofe of~the ia ae Ae ig 
nations. The fables, which are commonly employed to fupply the place of. 
true hiftory, ought entirely to be difregarded ; and if any exception be admitted 
to this general rule, it can only. be in favour of the antient: Greek fictions, which: 
are {o celebrated and fo: agreeable, that they will ever be the objects of the at-- 
Neglecting therefore, all traditions or rather tales con-- 
cerning the more-early hiftory of Britain, we fhall only confider the ftate of. the - 
inhabitants, asit appeared to the Romans on their: invafion of this:country: We- 
fhall briefly run over the events, which attended the conqueft made by that-em-- 
pire, as belonging more to Roman than Britifh ftory :- We fhall haften thro’ the. 
ob{cure and uninterefting period of Saxon annals: And ffiall referve a more: full : 
narration for thofe times, when the truth 1s both fo well afcertained and fo com-.- 
plete as.to promife fome entertainment:and inftruction to the.readér. 

At antient writers agree in reprefenting the -firft inhabitants of Britain as a: 
tribe of the Gauls or Celtae, who peopled that iflandfrom the neighbouring con-- 
tinent. Their language was the fame, their manners, their government, their - 
fuperftition 5 varied only by~ thofe fmall differences, which time or a>commu- 
‘nication with the bordering nations mutt neceflarily introduce: The inhabitants ; 
of Gaul, efpecially in thofe parts which lye contiguous to Italy, had acquired, . 
from acommerce with their fouthern: neighbours, fome refinement. in. the arts, . 
which gradually diffufed themfelves northwards, and -fpread but a very faint light: 
over this ifland: The Greek and Roman navigators or merchants (for there were- 
fcarce any other. travellers in. thofe ages) brought back the moft fhecking ao- 
counts of the ferocity. of the people, which they magnified, as ufual, inorder to « 
excite the admiration of their countrymen. The fouth-eaft parts, however, of - 
Britain had already, before the age of Czefar, made the firft and moft requifite 
ftep towards a civil fettlement; and the Britains, by tillage and agriculture, had: 
there encreafed to a great multitude *. The other inhabitants of the ifland ‘ftill 
maintained themfelves by pafturage: They were cloathed with fkins of beafts:: 
They dwelt in. huts, which they reared in the forefts and’ marfhes, with which, 
the country was.covered: They fhifted eafily their. habitation, when actuated | 
either by the hopes. of plunder or the fear of an enemy: The convenience of; 
feeding their cattle was even a fufficient motive for removing their feats ;- And 
being ignorant of all the refinements of life, their wants and their pofieffions were: 
equally fcanty and limited. 

| * Cafar. lib. 40. 


tention of mankind. 
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Tue Britains were divided into many fmall nations or tribes; and being a mi- Chap. 7, 
litary people, whofe fole property was their {word and their cattle, it was im- 
poffible, after they had acquired a relifh of liberty, for their princes or chieftains 
to eftablifh any defpotic authority over them. Their governments, tho’ mo- 
narchical, * were free, as well as-thofe of all the Celtic nations ; and the common 
people feem even to have enjoyed more liberty among them +, than among the 
nations of Gault, from whom they were defcended. Each ftate was divided 
into factions within itfelf ||: It was agitated with emulation towards the neigh- 
bouring ftates: And while the arts of peace were yet unknown, wars were the 
chief occupation, and formed the chief object of ambition, among the people. 


Tue religion of the Britains was one of the moft confiderable parts of their 
government; and the Druids, who were their priefts, poffeffed great authority 
among them. Befides miniftring at the altar, and directing all religious duties, 
they prefided over the education of youth ; they were endowed with an immu- 
nity from wars and taxes; they enjoyed both the civil and criminal jurifdiction ; 
they decided all controverfies among {tates as well as private perfons, and who- 
ever refufed to fubmit to their decree was expofed to the moft fevere penalties. 
The fentence of excommunication was denounced againft him: He was forbid 
accefs to the facrifices or public worfhip: He was debarred all intercourfe with 
his fellow-citizens, even in the common affairs of life: His company was uni- 
verfally fhunned as profane and dangerous: He was refufed the protection of 
law |: And death itfelf became to him an acceptable relicf from the mifery and 
infamy to which he was expofed. Thus, the bands of government, which were 
naturally loofe among that rude and turbulent people, were happily corroborated 
by the terrors of their fuperftition. 

No fpecies of fuperftition was ever more terrible than that of the Druids. Be- 
fides the fevere penalties, which it was.in the power of the ecclefiaftics to inflict in 
this world, they inculcated the eternal tranfmigration of fouls; and thereby ex- 
tended their authority as far as the fears of their timorous votaries, They practifed 
their rites in dark groves or other fecret recefles § ; and in order tothrow a greater 
myftery -on their religion, they communicated their doctrines only to the initi- 
ated, and ftrictly forbad the committing them to writing ; leftthey fhould at any 
time be expofed to the examination of the profane vulgar. Wuman facrifices 
were practifed among them: The fpoils of war were oiten devoted to their di- 


* Diod. Sic. 1.4, Mela, lib. 3. cap. 6. ‘Strabo, lib. 4. + Dion Cafius, lib. 7¢, 
t Cefir, lib. 6. | Tacit. Agr. 4+ Ceefar. lib. 6. Strabo, lib. 4. 
 Plin, }ib. 12. .cap. 1. 
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Chap. I:.-'vinities; and they punithed with the fevereft tortures whoever: dared to fécrete- 


any part of the confecrated offering: Thefe treafures they preferved in woods and ’ 
forts, fecured by no other guard tham the terrors of their-religion * ;and this 
continued conqueft over human avidity may. be regarded as more fignal than - 
their prompting men to the moft extraordinary and moft violent efforts. No ido-- 
Jatrous worthip ever attained fuch an afcendantover mankind as that of the.antient) 
Gauls and Britains ;. and the Romans,. after-their conqueft,. finding itimpoffible- 
to reconcile thefe nations to the Jaws. and inftitutions~ of, their: mafters, while it: 
maintained its authority, were at-laft:obliged to abolifh it by. penal ftatutes; a: 
violence, which had never.in any other inftance been practifed by thefe tolerating - 
conquerors Ts 


The ROM A.N S&:.. 


HE Britains had long remained in: this ‘rude but-independant: ftate, whem: 
Cefar, having over-run all Gaul by his victories, firft. caft his eye on: 
their ifland. ‘He was: not allured either:by its riches or its renown ;. but being: 
ambitious of carrying the Roman arms-into a new world, then wholly. unknown,. 
he took. advantage of a fhort interval in his Gaulic wars,.and made an invafion: 
on Britain. The natives,. informed of his-intention,. were fenfible of the unequal : 
conteft, and endeavoured to appeafe him by fubmiffions, which, however, retard-- 


Anno ant. C. ed not the execution of: his-defign.. After fome refiftance,. he landed, as is fuppo-- 


55% 





fed, at Deal ;. and having obtained feveral advantages over-the Britains, and obli- 
ged them.to promife hoftages for: their future dutiful. behaviour, he was con-- 
{trained, by the neceffity of his affairs, and the approach of winter; to withdraw: 
his-forces into Gaul, The Britains, relieved from the terror-of his arms, neglected : 
the performance of their: ftipulations ; and that haughty conqueror refolved next: 
fummer to chaftife them for this breach of treaty. He landed with a greater: 
force ;.and tho?’ he founda more regular refiftance from the. Britains, who had: 
united under: Caffivelaunus, one of their petty.princes; he difcomfited them In: 
every action. Fle advanced into the country ;. paffed the Thames in the face. 
of the enemy ; tookand burned the capital of Caffivelaunus ;.eftablithed his ally, 
Mandubratius, in the fovereignty of the Trinobantes; and having obliged 
inhabitants to make him new fubmiffions, he again. returned with } 
Gaul, and left the authority of the Romans-more nominal than real 


the- 
us army into. 
in this ifland. 
* Crfar, lib. 6. 


tT. Sueton, in vita Claudii, 
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Tue civil wars, which enfued, and which prepared the way for the eftablifh- Chap I. 
ment of monarchy in. Rome, faved the Britains from that yoke, which was 
ready. to be impofed upon them, Auguftus, the fucceffor of Czefar, content 
with the victory obtained over the liberties of his own country, was little ambi- 
tious of acquiring fame by foreign wars; and being apprehenfive left the fame un- 
limited extent of dominion, which had fubverted the republic, might alfo over- 
whelm the empire, he recommended to his fucceffors never to enlarge the terri-- 
tories of the Romans. Tiberius, jealous of the fame, which might be acquired. 
by his generals, made this advice of Auguftus: a pretence for. his inactivity * :: 

The mad fallies of Caligula,.in which he menaced Britain with an invafion, 

ferved only to expofe himfelf and the empire to ridicule : And the Britains had 

now, during almoft a century, enjoyed their liberty unmolefted ; when the 
Romans, in the reign. of Claudius, began to think ferioufly of reducing them 

under their dominion.. Without feeking any more juftifiable reafons of hoftility 

than were employed by the latter Europeans in fubjeCting the Africans and Ame- a, D, 4,. 
ricans, they fent over an army under the command of Plautius, an able general, 
who gained: fome victories, and made a confiderable progrefs in fubduing the 
inhabitants.. Claudius: himfelf,. finding affairs fufficiently prepared for his re- 
ception, made a journey into Britain; and received the fubmiffion of feveral Bri- 

tith ftates, the Cantii, Atrebates, Regni, and Trinobantes, who inhabited the 
fouth-eaft parts of the ifland, and whom their. pofleffions and cultivated manner 

of life rendered willing to: purchafe peace at the expence of their liberty. The 
other: Britains, under. the command of Carac¢tacus,. {till maintained an obftinate- 
refifttance, and the Romans made little progrefs- againft them ; till Oftorius Sca- 
pula was fent over to command their armies. This general advanced the Roman 4 py. 
conquefts over the Britains ;. pierced into the country of the Silures, a warlike 
nation, who inhabited the banks of. the Severne ; defeated Caractacus in: a great 
battle; took him prifoner;-and fent him to Rome,. where his magnanimous be- 
haviour: procured him better treatment than thofe conquerors-ufually beftowed on 
captive princes T. 

NorwiTHsTANpinc. thefe misfortunes, the Britains were not fubdued ; and 
this ifland was regarded by the ambitious Romans as a field in which military 
honour might ftill be acquired. Under the reign of: Nero, .Suctonius Paullinus 
was-invefted with the command, and prepared to fignalize his name by victories 
over thefe barburians. Finding that the ifland’ of Mona, now Angilefey, was 
the chief feat of the Druids, he refolved to attack it, and to fubject a place, 


/ 
4 


»> 
o 
a) 

O 


* Tacit. Agr; + Tacit. Ann, Jib. 42. 
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JChap. I, “which was the center of their fuperftition, and which afforded protection to all 


-their baffled forces. The Britains endeavoured to obftrué his landing on this 
facred ifland, both by the force of their arms and the terrors of ‘their religion. 


The women and priefts were intermingled with ‘the foldiers upon the fhore; and 
running about with flaming torches in their hands, and toffing their difhevelled 
hair, they ftruck greater'terror into the aftonifhed Romans by their howlings, 


cries, and execrations, than'the real danger from the armed forces was able to 
infpire. But Suetonius, exhorting ‘his troops to defpife the menaces of a fu- 
perftition, which they defpifed, impelled them to the attack, drove the Britains off 
the field, burned. the Druids in the ‘fame fires which they had prepared for their 


captive enemies, deftroyed all the confecrated roves and altars; and having thus 
triumphed over the religion of the Britains, he thought his future progrefs would 


‘be eafy in reducing the people to fubjection, But he was difappointed in his ex- 
-pectations. The Britains, taking advantage of his abfence, were all in arms; 


and being headed by Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni, who had been treated in the 


-‘moft ignominious manner by the Roman tribunes, had already attacked with fuc- 
cefs feveral fettlements of their infulting conquerors. Suetomius‘haftened to the 


protection of London, which was already a flourifhing Roman colony ; but found 


‘on his arrival, that it would be requifite for the general fafety to abandon that 
place to.the mercilefs fury of the enemy. London was reduced to afhes ; fuch 
‘of the inhabitants, as remained in it, cruelly mafiacred ; the Romans and all 
ftrangers, to the number of 70,000, put'to the {word without diftinction ; and 
the Britains, by rendering the war thus bloody, feemed determined to cut off all 


hopes of peace or compofition with the enemy. But this cruelty was revenged by 
Suetonius in a.great and decifive battle, where 80,000 of the Britains are faid to 
have perifhed; and Boadicea herfelf, rather than fall into the hands of the:enraged 


victor, put an end to her-own life by poifon*. ‘Nero foon afi 


ter ‘recalled Sueto- 


nius from a government ; where by fuffering and inflicting fo many feverities he 
was judged improper.for compofing the angry and alarmed minds of the inhabi- 
tants. After fome interval, Cerealis received the command from Vefpafian, and 
by his bravery propagated the terror of the Romanarms. Julius Frontinus fuc- 
ceeded Cerealis both in authority and reputation: But the general, who finally 
-eftablifhed the dominion of the-Romans inthis ifland, was Julius Agricola, who 
governed it inthe reigns of Vefpafian, Titus, and Domitian, and diftinguifhed 


himfelf in that fcene-of action. 


Turis great commander formed a regular plan for fubduing Britain, and ren- 
dering the acquifition ufeful to the conquerors. He carried his victorious arms 
‘#*Tacite Ann. lib. 24. 





north- 





Twe ROMANS, ’ 


northwards, defeated the Britains imevery. encounter, - pierced into the inacceffible 
forefts and mountains of Caledonia,.reduced every thing to fubjeéction in the fouth- 
ern.parts of the ifland,:and:chaced before him all the men of fiercer‘and more 
intractable f{pirits; who deemed war and death itfelf lefs intolerable than fervitude 
under-the victors. - He even defeated them in a-decifive action, which they-fought 


under Galcacus, their leader ; and having drawn-a rampart, and fixed a train of. 
garrifons between the friths of. Clyde and Forth, he thereby cut off the ruder and: 
more barren parts of the ifland, and fecured the Roman province from the inva-- 


fion of the barbarous inhabitants *, “ 
Durineo thefe military enterprizes, he neglected not the arts of peace. He 
introduced laws and civility among the Britains, taught them to defire:and raife 


all the conveniencies. of. life,. reconciled them to the Roman languageand man-- 
ners, inftructed. them. in.letters and fcience, and employed every: expedient to» 
render thofe chains, which he had forged, .both eafy.and agreeable to them +.. 
The inhabitants, having experienced: how. unequal their own force was to refift: 


that of the Romans, acquiefced in the dominion of their- matters, and. were gra- 
dually incorporated as a part of that mighty empire. | 


Tuis was the.laft durable conqueft made by. the Romans;3:and Britain; once 


fubdued, gave no farther.inquietude to the victor. Caledonia alone, defended 
by its barren mountains, and by the. contempt which the Romans entertained of 


it, fometimes-infefted the more: cultivated parts of the ifland by the incurfions of 


its inhabitants. The better to fecure the frontiers of the empire, Adrian, who 
vifited this ifland, built a ftrong rampart between Tyne and the firth of Solway : 
Lollius Urbicus, under, Antoninus. Pius,. repaired that of Agricola: Severus, 


who made an expedition: into Britain, and carried his arms into.the: moft’ north-- 


ern extremity of it, added new fortifications to the wall of Adrian; and during 
all the reigns of the Roman emperors, fuch a profound tranquillity: prevailed in 


Britain, that little mention is. made of the affairs of that ifland by any hiftorian. . 
The only incidents which occur, are fome- feditions or: rebellions of the Roman. 


legions quartered there,. and fome ufurpations of the imperial dignity by the Ro- 
man governors. The natives, difarmed,. difpirited, and fubmiflive, had loft: 
ail defire, and even idea of their. former liberty and independance. . 


But the period: was now come, when that enormous fabric. of the Roman em-- 
pire, which had diffufed flavery.and oppreffion, together: with peace.and civility, , 


over fo confiderable a:part of the globe, was-approaching towards its final diffo- 
lution. Italy, and the center of the empire, removed, during fo many. ages, 


. ren . 
*-Tacit. Agr, . +. Tacit.. Agr. 
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from all concern-in the wars, had entirely loft the military fpirit, and were peo- 
pled by an enervated race, equally difpofed to fubmit toa foreign yoke, or to 
the tyranny of their own rulers. ‘Ihe emperors found themfelves obliged to re- 


cruit their legions from the frontier provinces, where the genius-of war, though 
languifhing, was not totally extinct ; and thefe mercenary forces, carelefs of laws 
and civil inftitutions, eftablifhed a military government, no lefs dangerous to the 
fovereign than to the people. The farther progrefs of the fame diforders intro- 
duced the bordering barbarians into the fervice of the Romans. and thofe fierce 
nations, having-now added difcipline and flatl.to their native bravery, could ne 
longer be reftrained by the impotent policy of the emperors, who were accuftomed 
to employ the one in the deftru@tion of the other. Senfible of their own force, 
and allured by the profpeét of fo rich ‘a prize, the northern barbarians, in the 
rion of Arcadius and Honorius, affiiled at once all the frontiers-of the Roman 
empire; and having firft fatiated their avidity by plunder, began to think of fix- 
ing a fettlement in the wafted provinces. “Ihe more diftant barbarians, who oc- 
cupied the deferted habitations of the former, advanced in their acquifitions, and 
prefled with their incumbent weight the Roman ‘ftate, already unequal to the load 
which it faftained. ‘Inftead of arming the peoplein:their own defence; the em- 
perors recalled all the diftant legions, in- whom ‘alone they could repofe confi- 
dence; and-colle€ted the whole military force ‘for the ‘defence'of the capital and 
The neceffity .of felf-prefervation had fuperfeded the am- 
bition of power ; and the antient point of honour, of never contracting the limits 
of the.empire, could nolonger be attended to in this defperate extremity. 


Bairain by its fituation was removed from the fury of thefe barbarous incur- 
fions ; and being alfo a remote province, not much valued by the Romans, the 
legions, which defended it, were carried over to the protection of Italy and Gaul. 
But that province, though fecured by the fea againft the inroads of the greatér 
tribes of barbarians, found enemies on its frontiers, who took advantage of its 
prefent defencelefs fituation. The Piéts and Scots, who dwelt in the northern 
parts, beyond the wall of Antoninus, made incurfions upon their peaceable and 
eth minate neighbours ; and befides the temporary depredations which they com- 
mitted, threatened the whole province with fubjection, or, what the inhabitants 
more dreaded, with plunder and devaftation. The former nation fiem to have 
been atribé of the native Britifh race, who, having been chaced into the north- 
ern parts by the conquefts of Agricola, had there intermingled with the antient’ 
inhabitants: The other were derived from the fame Celtic origin, had. firft-been 
eftablifhed in Ireland, had fent ov.r-a colony to the north-weft-coafts of this ifland, 
and had long teen accuftomed, as well from their old as their new feats, to infeft 
the 
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the Roman province by their pyracy and rapine. Theft two tribes, finding their 
more opulent neighbours expofed to invafion, foon broke over the Roman wall, 
no longer defended by the Roman arms; and though a contemptible enemy in 
themfelves, met with no refiftance from the unwarlike inhabitants. The Britains, 
accuftomed to have recourfe to the emperors for defence as well as government, 
made fupplications to Rome; and one legion was fent over for their protection. 
This force was an over-match for the barbarians, repelled their invafion, routed 
them in every engagement, and having chaced them into their antient limits, re- 
turned in triumph to the defence of the fouthern provinces of the empire *. 
Their retreat brought on a new invafion of the enemy. The Britains made again 
an application to Rome, and obtained again the affiftance of a legion, which 
proved effectual for their relief: But the Romans, reduced to extremities at 
home, and fatigued with thefe diftant expeditions, informed the Britains that they 
muft no longer look to them for fuccour, exhorted them to arm in their own 
defence, and urged, that as they were now their own mafters, it became them to 
protect by their valour that independance which their antient lords had conferred 
upon them +. ‘That they might leave the ifland with the better @race, the Ro- 
mans affifted them in erecting anew the wall of Severus, which was built entirely 
of ftone, and which the Britains had not at that time artizans fkilful enough to 
repair [. And having done this laft good office to the inhabitants, they bid a 
final adieu to Britain, about the year 448; after being mafters of the moft con- 
fiderable part of it during the courfe of near four centuries. 


tne, BB IL AT NS, 


£ RE abject Britains regarded this prefent of liberty as fatal to them and 

were in no Condition to put in practice the prudent advice given them by the 
Romans, of arming in their own defence. Unaccuftomed both to the perils of 
war, and to the cares of civil government, they fouhd themfelves incapable of 
forming or executing any meafures for refifting the incurfions of the barbarians. 
Gratian alfo and Conftantine, two Romans who had a little before affumed the 
purple in Britain, had carried. over into the continent the flower of the. Britith 
youth; and having perifhed in their unfuccefsful attempts on the imperial throne, 
nad defpoiled the ifland of thofe, who, in this defperate extremity, were beft able 


* Gildas, Bede, lib. 1. cap, 12. Paull. Diacon. Aluted. Bever). p. 43..ex edit. Flearne. 
+ Bede, lib. 1. cap. 12. Gul. Malm. p,8. Ann. Beverl, p. 44. 
t Bede, lib. 1. cap. 12. Ann. Beverl. p. 44. 
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to defend it. 
quithed Britain, now regarded-the whole as their prize, and attacked the northern 

fall with redoubled forces:. The Britains, already fubdued: by their» own fears, 
found the ramparts but a weak defence for them ; and deferting their ftation, left 
the country entirely open to-the inroads of the barbarous enemy. The invaders 
carried devattation and ruin along with them ; and exerted. to the utmoft their 
native ferocity, which was not mitigated by the helplefs condition and fubmiflive 
behaviour of the inhabitants *.. The unhappy Britains had a third time recourfe 
to Rome, whicly had declared its refolution for ever to abandon them.- Attius, 
the patrician, fuftained, at that time, by his valour and. magnanimity, the tot- 
tering rains of the empire, and revived for a moment among; the degenerate 
Romans, the fpirit, as well as difcipline of their anceftorse The Britifh ambaf- 
fadors carried to him the letter of their countrymen, which was infcribed, The 
Groans of the Britains: The tenor of the epiftle: was fuitable to its fuperfcription. 
The barbarians, fay they, on the one band, thace us into the. fea; the fea, on the 


other, throws us back upon the barbarians ; and we bave only the hard chotce left usy. 


of perifbing by the fword or by the waves, But /Etius, prefled. by the arms of 


Attila, the moft terrible enemy that. ever affailed. the empire, had no leifure to. 


attend to the complaints. of allies, whom generofity alone could induce him to 
afiftt, The Britains, thus_rejected, were reduced to defpair, deferted their ha- 
bitations, abandoned tillage, and flying for protection to the forefts and moun- 
tains, fuffered equally from hunger and from the enemy. The barbarians. them- 


felves began to feel the prefiures of famine in a country which they had ‘ravaged ; . 
and being harrafled by the difperfed Britains, who had not dared to refift them. in : 





a body, they retreated with their {poils into their own country | 


Tue Britains, taking advantage of this interval, returned to their. ufual occue-- 
ations; and the favourable feafons, which fucceeded, feconding their induftry, . 


made them foon forget all their paft miferies,.and reftored to them great plenty 
of all the neceflaries of life. No more can be imagined to have been poffefled by 


a. people fo rude, who had not,. without the affiftance of the Romans, art of ma-. 


fonry fufficient to raife a ftone rampart for their own defence: Yet the Monkifh 
hiftorians |. who treat.of. thofe events, complain of the luxury of the Britains 


during this period, and afcribe. to this vice, not. to. their cowardice or improvi-. 


dent councils, all their fubfequent calamities.. 


* Gildas, Bede, lib. 1, Ann. Beverl. p. 45.. 
+ Gildas, Bede, lib. 1. cap. 13. Malmefbury, lib, 1. cap..1. Ann, Beverl. p. 45. 
+ Chron, Sax. p. 11. Edit, 1692. | Ann. Beverl, p. 45. 4 Gildas, Bede, lib, 1. cap. 14: 
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“Te ‘Britains, entirely occupied in the enjoyment of the prefent interval of Chap. 1 
peace, made no provifions for refifting the enemy, who, invited by their former 
timid behaviour, foon threatened them with anew invafion. We are not exactly 


informed what fpecies of civil government the Romans on their departure had 


left among them; but it appears probable, that the great men in the different 
diftri&ts affumed a kind of regal, tho’ precarious authority; and lived in a 


great meafure independant of each other * To this difunion of councils were 
alfo added thedifputes of theology ; and the difciples of Pelagius, who was him- 
felf a native of Britain, having increafed to a great multitude, gave alarm to the 
clergy, who feem to have been more intent on refifting them, than in oppofing 
the public enemy +. Labouring under thefe domeftic evils, and menaced with 
a foreign invafion, the Britains attended only to the fuggeftions of their prefent 
fears; and following the councils of Vortigern, prince of Dumnonium, who, 
though ftained with every vice, poffeffed the chief authority among them {, they 
fent into Germany a deputation to invite over the Saxons for their protection and 


affiftance. 
The $ A X O Nom 


F all the barbarous nations, known either in antient or modern times, the 

Germans feem to have been the moft. diftinguifhed both by their manners 
and political inftitutions, and to have carried to the higheft pitch the virtues of 
valour, and love of liberty; the only virtues which can have place among an 
uncivilized people, where juftice and humanity are commonly neglected. Kingly 
government, even when eftablifhed among the Germans, (for it was not univer- 
fal) poffeffed a very limited authority; and though the fovereign was ufually 
chofen from amongft the royal family, he was obliged to be directed in every 
meafure by the common confent of the nation, over whom he prefided. When 
any important affairs were tranfaéted, all the warriors of the nation metin arms 3 
the men of greateft authority employed perfuafion to engage their confent ; the 
people exprefied their approbation by rattling their armour, or their diffent by 
murmurs; there was no neceflity for a nice fcrutiny of votes among a multitude, 
who were ufually carried with a {trong current to one fide or the other ; and the 
meafure, thus fuddenly chofen by general agreement, was executed with alacritys 
and rrofecuted with vigour. Even in war, their princes governed more by ex- 


* Gildas, Ufher Ant. Brit. p. 248. 347. 
+ Gildas, Bede, lib. 1. cap.17. Conftant.in vitaGerm. Matth. Weft. anno 446, H. Hunting, 


Jib, 2, Ann. Beverl, p. 51, Spelm. Conc. p. 47, 48. t Gildas, Gul. Malm. p. 8 
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ample than. by authority: But in peace; the civil. union was)in a great meafure 
diffolved, and the inferior leaders adminiftered juftice, after an independant man- 
ner, each in his particular diftriét. Thefe were elected:by: the votes of the people 
in their great councils ; and though regard was:paid to nobility in the choice; 
their perfonal qualities, chiefly their valour, procured them. from: the fuffrages 
of their fellow-citizens that honourable but dangerous diftinction. The warriors 
of each tribe attached themfelves to their leader, with the moft devoted affection 
and moft unfhaken conftancy. They attended him as/his ornament in peace, as 
his defence in war, as his council in the adminiftration of juftice. Their conftant 
emulation in military renown difiolved not that inviolable friendfhip which they 
profefied to. their. chieftain and to each other, To die for the honour of their 
band was. their chief ambition: To furvive its diferace, or the death of their 
leader, was:infamous. They: even carried‘into the field their women-and chil- 
dren, who adopted all the martial fentiments of the men: And being thus impel- 
led by every human motive, they were invincible ; where they were not oppofed, 
either by the fimilar manners and inftitutions of the neighbouring Germans, or by 
the fuperior difcipline, arms, and numbers of the Romans ¥. 

Tue leaders and their military’ companions were maintained by the labour of 
their flaves, or by that of the weaker and lefs warlike part of the fociety, whom 
they defended. The contributions, which they levied, went not beyond’ a bare 
fubfiftance ; and the honours, acquired by a fuperior rank, were the only reward 
of their fuperior dangers and fatigues. A'll the refined arts of life were unknowm 
among the Germans: Tillage itfelf* was almoft ‘wholly negleéted: They feem to 
haye been even anxious to prevent any improvements of that nature; and the lead- 
ers, by annually diftributing anew all the land among the inhabitants of each vil- 
lage, prevented them from attaching themfelves to particular pofleffions, or ma- 
king any fuch progrefs in agriculture as might divert their attention from military. 
expeditions, the chief occupation of the community T, | 

Tue Saxons had been for fome time regarded as one of the moft warlike 
tribes of this fierce people, and had become the terror of all the neighbouring na- 
tions. They had fpread themfelves from the northern parts of Germany and. 
the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, and had taken poffeffion of all the fea-coaft from the 
mouth of the Rhine to Jutland; whence they had long infefted by their pyracies 
all the eaftern parts of Britain, and northern of Gaul ||. In order to oppofe their 
inroads, the Romans had eftablifhed an officer, whom they called Count of the 


* Cofar, lib. 6. Tacit. de-Mor. Germ, 
t Amm., Marcell. lib, 28. Orofius. 


+ Cefar, lib. 6. Tacit. ibid. 
|} Amm. Marcell, lib. 27. cap. 7, hb, 28. cap. 7. 
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Saxon foore, and as the naval arts can flourifh only among a civilized people, 
they feem to have been more fuccefsful in repelling the Saxons than any of the 
other barbarians, by whom they.were invaded. “The diffolution of the Roman 
power invited them to renew their inroads; and it was an acceptable circum- 
ftance, that the deputies of the Britains appeared among them, and prompted 
them to undertake an enterprize, to which they were of themfelves fufficiently 
mclined +. 


Henaist and Horfa were two brothers, who poflefled great credit among the 
Saxons, and were much celebrated both for their valour and nobility. They 


were believed, as moft of the Saxon princes, to be fprung from Woden, who 
was worfhipped as a God among thofe nations, and they are faid to be his great 
orandfons *; a circumftance which added much to their authority, We fhall 
not attempt to trace any higher the origin of thofe princes and nations. It is evi- 
dent what fruitlefs labour it muft be to fearch in thofe barbarous and illiterate ages 
for the annals of a people, when their firft leaders, known in any true hiftory, 


were believed by them to-be the fourth in defcent from a fabulous deity, or from 


a man, exalted by ignorance into that character. The dark induftry of antiqua- 
rians, led by remote analogies of names, or by uncertain traditions, would in vain 
attempt to pierce into that deep obfeurity, which covers the remote hiftory of 
thofe nations. 

Trese two brothers, obfervine the other provinces of Germany to be occu- 
pied by a warlike and neceffitous people, and the rich provinces of Gaul already 
conquered or ovér-run by other German tribes, found it eafy to perfuade their 
countrymen to embrace the fole enterprize, which promifed a favourable oppor- 
tunity.of difplaying their valour and gratifying their avidity. ‘They embarked 
their troops in three veffels, and about the years 449 or 450 t, carried over 1600: 
men, who landed in the ifle of Thanet, and immediately marched to the defence 
of the Britains again{ft the northern invaders. The Scots and Picts were unable 
to refift the valour of thefe auxiliaries ; and the Britains, applauding their own: 
wifdom in calling over the Saxons, hoped thenceforth to enjoy peace and fecurity 
under the powerful protection of that warlike people. 


But Hengift and Horfa, perceiving, from their eafy victory over the Scots 
and Picts, with what facility they might fubdue the Britains themfelves, who had 
not been able to refift thefe feeble invaders, were determined to conquer and fight 
for their own grandeur, not for the defence of their degenerate allies. They fent 

+ Will. Malm. p.8. * Bede, lib. t. cap. 15,. Saxon Chron. p. 13. Nennius, cap. 28. 

¢ Saxon Chronicle, p. rz. Gul. Malm. p. 11.. Huntington,. lib,.2.-p.. 309. Ethelwerd. 
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intelligence to Saxony of the fertility and riches of Britains and reprefented the 
certain conqueft, which might be made over a people, fo long difufed to arms, 
who, being now cut off from the Roman empire, of which they were a province | 
during fo many ages, had not yet acquired any union among themfelves, and were 
devoid of all affection to their new liberties, and of all national attachments and 
regards {|, The vices and pufillanimity of Vortigern, the Britifh leader, were a 
new ground of hopes; and the Saxons in Germany, following fuch agreeable 
profpects, foon re-inforced Hengift and Horfa with 5000 men, who came over 
in feventeen veffels. The Britains began now to entertain apprehenfions of their 
allies, whofe numbers they found continually augmenting; but thought of no 
remedy, except in a paffive fubmiffion and connivance. This weak expedient 
foon failed them. ‘The Saxons fought .a quarrel by complaining that their fub- 
fidies were ill paid, and their provifions withdrawn +: And immediately taking 
off the mafk, they formed an alliance with the Picts and Scots, and proceeded to 
open hoftility againft the Britains f. 

Tue Britains impelled by thefe violent extremities, and full of indignation 
againft their treacherous auxiliaries, were neceflitated to take arms; and having 
depofed Vortigern, who had become odious from his vices, and from the bad 
event of his rafh councils, they put themfelves under the command of his fon, 
Vortimer*. They fought many battles with their enemies; and tho’ the vic- 
tories in thefe actions be difputed between the Britifh and Saxon annalifts; the 
progrefs {till made by the Saxons prove that the advantage was commonly on 


their fide. In one battle, however, fought at Eglesford, now Ailsford, Horfa 


the Saxon general, was flain ; and left the fole command over his countrymen in 
the hands of Hengift §. This active general, continually reinforced by freth 
numbers from Germany, carried devaftation into the moft remote corners of 
Britain; and being chiefly anxious to fpread the terror of his arms, he {pared 
neither age, nor fex, nor condition, wherever he marched with his victorious 
forces. The private and public edifices of the Britains were reduced to afhes: 
The priefts were flaughtered on the altars by thefe idolatrous ravagers: The 
bifhops and nobility fhared the fate of the vulgar: The people flying into the 
mountains and deferts, were intercepted and butchered in heaps: Some were 
glad to accept of life and fervitude under their victors: Others, deferting their 
native country, took fhelter in the province of Armorica; where being chari- 


| Chron. Sax. p, 12. Ann. Beverl. p. 49. 


tT Bede, lib. 1. cap. 15. Nennius, cap, 26. 
Gildas, §. 23. t Bede, lib. 1. cap. 15. yaa 


Gildas Saxon Chron. p. 12, 13. Ann. Beverl, p. 50. 
§ Math. Weft. A. D. 455. Saxon 


* Math. Weft, A.D. 454. Gul. Malm, p: 9. 
Chron. p. 13. Nennius, cap. 46, 
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tably received by a people of the fame language and manners, they fettled in 
great numbers, and gave the country the name of Brittany *. 

Tue Britifh writers affion one caufe, which facilitated the entrance of the 
Saxons into this ifland ; the love, with which Vortigern was at firft feized for 
Rovena, the daughter of Hengift, and which that artful warrior made ufe of to 
blind the eyes of the imprudent monarch +. ‘The fame hiftorians add, that Vor- 
timer died.; and Vortigern, being. reftored to the throne, accepted of a feftival 
from Hengift, at Stonehenge ; where 300 of his nobility were treacheroufly 


flaughtered, and himfelf detained captive ft. But thefe ftories feem to have been 


invented by the Welfh authors, in order to palliate the weak refiftance made at 
firft by their countrymen, and toaccount for the rapid progrefs and licentious de~ 
vattations of the Saxons |. 

Arter the death of Vortimer, Ambrofius, a Britain, tho’ of Roman defcent, 
was invefted with the command over his countrymen, and endeavoured, not 
without fuccefs, to unite them in their refiftance againft the Saxons. Thefe con- 
tefts increafed the animofity between the two nations, and rouzed the military 
fpirit of the antient inhabitants, which had before been funk into fuch a fatal 
lethargy. Hengift, however, notwith{tanding their oppofition, ftill kept his 
eround in Britain; and in order. to. divide the forces and attention of the 
Britains, he called over a-new tribe of Saxons under the command of his brother 
Oéta, and of Ebiffa, the fon of Odéta; and he fettled them in Northumberland. 
He himfelf remained in the fouthern parts of the ifland, and laid the foundation 
of the kingdom of Kent, comprehending the county of that name, Middlefex, 
Effex, and part of Surrey. He fixed his royal feat at Canterbury ; where he 


governed about forty years, and he died in or near the year 488’; leaving his: 


new.acquired dominions to his pofterity. 


THE fuccefs of Hengift excited the avidity of the other inhabitants of the: 
northern regions-of Germany ; and at different times, and under cifferent leaders, 
they flocked over in mu'titudes to the invafion of this ifand.. Thefe conquerors. 


were chiefly. compofed of three tribes, the Saxons, Angles, and Jutes§, who 
y ? ? o ? J 

pafied,. all of them, under the common appellation, fometimes of Saxons, fome- 

times of Angles ; and fpeaking the fame language, and being governed by the’ 


* Bede, lib. 1..cap. 15: Uther. p. 226. Gildas, § 24. ¢ Nennius. Galfr. lib. 6. cap. 12. 

t Nennius, cap, 47. Galfr. || Stillingfleet’s Orig. Britt. p. 324, 325. 

§. Bede, lib. 1. cap. 15. Ethelwerd, p. 833. Edit. Camdeni. Chron. Sax. p. 12. Ann. Beverl. 
p. 78. The inhabitants of Kent and the ifle of Wight were Jutes, Efiex, Middlefex, Surrey, Sufiex, 


and all the fouthern counties to Cornwal, were peopled. by Saxons: Mercia and other parts of the : 


kingdom were inhabited by Angles. 
fame. 
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fame inflitutions, they were naturally led, from thefe caufes, as well as from 
their common intereft, to unite themfelves againft the antient inhabitants. The 
refittance, however unequal, was ftill maintained by the Britains; but became 
every day more feeble : And their misfortunes admitted of few intervals, till they * 
were driven into Cornwal and Wales, and received protection from the remote 
Gtuation or inacceffible mountains of thofe countries. 


Tue firft Saxon ftate, after that of Kent, which was eftablifhed in Britain, 
was the kingdom of South-Saxony. In the year 477 |, Ella a Saxon chief- 
tain, brought over an army from Germany ; and landing in the fouthern coaft, 
proceeded to take pofieffion of the neighbouring territory. The Britains, now 
armed, abandoned not tamely their pofleffions ; nor were they expelled, till de- 
feated in many battles by their warlike invaders. The moft memorable action, 
mentioned by hiftorians, is that of Mearcredes Burn *; where, tho’ rhe Saxons 
feem to have obtained the victory, they fuffered fo confiderable a lofs, as fomewhat 
retarded the progrefs of their conquefts. But Ella, re-inforced by frefh num- 
bers of his countrymen, again took the field againft the Britains ; and laid fiege 
to Andred Ceafter, which was defended by the garrifon and inhabitants with def- 
perate valour +. The Saxons, enraged by this refiftance, and by the fatigues 
and dangers which they had fuftained, redoubled their efforts againft the place, 
and when matters. of it, put all their enemies to the {word without diftinction. 
This decifive advantage fecured the conquefts of Ella, who affumed the name 
of King, and extended his dominion over Suffex and a great part of Surrey. 
He was ftopped in his progrefs to the eaft by the kingdom of Kent: In that 
to the weft, by another tribe of Saxons, who had taken poffeffion of that terri- 
tory. 

Turse Saxons, fromthe fituation of the country in which they fettled, were 
called the Weft-Saxons, and landed in the year 495, under the command of 
Cerdic, and of his fon Kenric {. The Britains were, by paft experience, fo 
much on their guard, and fo weil prepared to receive the enemy, that they gave 
battle to Cerdic the very day of his landing ; and tho’ vanquifhed, {till defended, 
for fome time, their liberties againft the invaders. None of the other tribes of 
Saxons met with fuch vigorous refiftance, or exerted fuch valour and perfe- 
‘yerance in pufhing their conquetts. Cerdic was even ‘obliged to call for th 


affiftance of his countrymen from the kingdoms of Kent and Suficx, as well as | 


from Germany ; and he was thence joined by. fvefh army under the command 


| Chron. Sax. p. 14. Ann, Beverl. p. 81. * Saxon Chron. A. D. 485. Flor. Wigorn, 
+ Hen Huntin. lib. 2. t Will. Malm, lib x. cap. 1. p, 12. Chron, Sax. p. 15. 
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of Porte, and of his fons Bleda and Megla*. Strengthened by thefe fuccours, 
he fought in the year 508 a defperate battle with the Britains, commanded by 
Nazan-Leod, their leader, who was victorious in the beginning of the aétion, and 
routed the wing in which Cerdic himfelf commanded. Bur Kenric, who had 
prevailed in the other wing, brought timely affiftance to his father, and reftored 
the battle, which ended in a complete victory on the fide of the Saxons Tt. 
Nazan-Leod perifhed with 5000 of his army: But left the Britains more 
weakened than difcouraged by his death. The war ftill continued, tho’ the fyc- 
cefs was commonly on the fide of the Saxons, whofe fhort fwords and clofe man- 
ner of fighting, gave them great advantage over the miffile weapons of the Bri- 
tains. Cerdic was not wanting to his good fortune; and in order to extend his 
conquefts, he laid fiege to Mount Badon or Banefdowne near Bath, whither the 
moft obftinate of the difcomfited Britains had retired. The fouthern Britains in 
this extremity applied for affiftance to Arthur, prince of the Silures, whofe heroic 
valour now fuftained the declining fate of his country t. This is that Arthur fo 
much celebrated by the fongs of Thalieffin, and the other Britith bards, and whofe 


military atchievements have been blended with fo many fables as to give occafion for | 


entertaining a doubt of his real exiftence.. But poets, tho’ they disfigure the moft 
certain hiftory by their fictions, and ufe ftrange liberties with truth where they are 
the fole hiftorians, as among the Britains, have commonly fome foundation for their 
wildeft exaggerations. Certain it is, that the fiege of Badon was raifed by the 
Britains in the year 520, and the Saxons there difcomfited in a great battle ||. 
This misfortune ftopped the progrefs of Cerdic ; but was not fufficient to wreft 
from him the conquefts, which he had already made. He and his fon, Kenric, 
who fucceeded him, eftablithed the kingdom of the Weft-Saxons or of Weffex 
over the counties of Hants, Dorfet, Wilts, Berks, and the Ifle of Wight, and left 
their new acquired dominions to their pofterity. Cerdic died in 534.§, Kenric 
in 5604. | 
Wuite the Saxons made this progrefs in the fouth, their countrymen were 
not lefs active in other quarters, In the year 527 4, a great tribe of adven- 
turers, under feveral leaders, landed on the eaft-coaft of Britain ; and after 
fighting many battles, of which hiftory has preferved no particular account, 
they eftablifhed three new kingdoms in this ifland. Uffa aflumed the title of king 
of the Eaft-Angles in 5753 Crida that of Mercia in 585 || ; and Erkenwin that 


* Chron. Sax. p, 17, tH. Hunting. lib. 2, E:helwerd, lib. 1. Chron. Sax. Pp. 17. 

{ Hunting. lib, 2. | Gildas, Saxon Chron. H. Hunting. lib. 2. § Will. Malm. 
Ethelwerd. H. Huntingdon, lib, 2. + H. Hunting. lib, 2. q Ibid, 

Il] Matth. Weft, Huntingdon, lib. 2. 
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Effex neatly about the fame time’; but the year is uncertains. 
The latter kingdom was difmembered from that of Kent, and comprehended 
Efex, Middlefex, and part of Hertfordthire. That of the Eaft-Angles, the 
Cambridge, Suffolk and Norfolk : Mercia. was extended over all the 
Severn, to the frontiers of thele two 


of Eaft-Saxony or 


counties of 
middle counties, from. the banks of the 
kingdoms. 

Tie Saxons, foon after the landing of Hengift, had been planted in Nor- 
thumberland ; but meeting with an obftinate refiftance, and making but fmall 
progrefs in fubduing the inhabitants, their affairs were in fo unfettled a condi- 
tion, that none of their princes for a long time affumed the appellation of king. 
At laff, in 547 *, Ida, a Saxon prince of great merit 7, who claimed a defcent,, 
as did all the other princes of that nation, from Woden, brought over a rein= 
forcement from Germany,: and enabled the Northumbrians to carry on their 
conquefts againft the Britains. He entirely fubdued the county, now: called 
Northumberland, the bifhopric: of Durham, as well as fome of the fouth:eaft: 
counties of Scotland’;. and he affumed the crown under the title of King of Ber- 
nicia. Nearly about the fame time, ZElla, another Saxon prince; having con- 
quered Lancathire;. and the greateft part. of Yorkthite, received the appellation. 
of King of Deiri +. Thefe two kingdoms: were united in the perfon of kthelfrid, 
orandfon of Ida, who married Acca, the daughter of Atlla; and expelling her 
brother, Edwin, eftablifhed one of the moft powerful of the Saxon kingdoms, 
under the title of Northumberland. Hlow. far his: dominions extended into the 
eountry now called Scotland is uncertain 5. but it cannot be doubted, that: all: 
the lowlands, efpecially the eaft-coaft of that country, were peopled ina great 
meafure from Germany; tho’ the expeditions, made by the: feveral Saxon ad-- 
venturers, have efcaped the records: of hiftorys The language, fpoke in thefe 
countries, which is purely Saxon, is @ ftronger. proof of this- event, than: can be 
oppofed by the imperfect, or rather fabulous annals, which are obtruded on us by. 


the Scots hiftorians. 
The HEPTARCHY. 


11 US was eftablithed, after a violent ftruggle of near an‘ Hundred and fifty 
yeats, the Heptarchy, or feven Saxon kingdoms, in Britain; and the whole 
fouthern part ef the ifland, except Wales. and Cornwal, had totally changed its. 
inhabitants; language, cuftoms, and political inftitutions, The Britains, under 


* Chron, Sax. p. 19. - + Will, Malmef. p. 19. t Ann. Beverl.. p: 78. 
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the Roman dominion; had made fuch advances towards arts and civil manners, 
that they had built twenty-eight confiderable, cities:within their province, befides 
a great number of. viljages and: country-feats * ; but the fierce conquerors, by 
whom they were now fubdued, threw every thing back into antient barbarity ; 


and thofe few natives, who were not either maflacred or expelled their habitations, 


were reduced tothe moft abjeGt flavery. None of the other northern conquerors, 
the Franks, Goths, Vandals, or Burgundians, tho’ they over-ran the fouthern 
provinces, like a mighty torrent, made fuch devaftations in the conquered terri- 
tories, or were inflamed into fuch a violent animofity againft the. antient inhabi- 
tants.. As the Saxons came over at intervals, in feparate bodies, the Britains, 
however at firft unwarlike, were tempted to make refiftance ; and hoftilities, being 
thereby prolonged, proved more deftructive to both parties, efpecially to the 
vanquifhed. The firft invaders. from Germany, inftead of excluding other ad- 
venturers, who muft fhare with them the fpoils and property of the antient in- 
habitants, were obliged to invite over frefh fupplies from theirown country; and 
a total extermination of the. Britains became the fole expedient for providing a 
fettlement and fubfiftance to the new planters. Hence there have been found in 
hiftory few conquefts. more ruinous than that of the Saxons ; and few revolutions 


more violent than that which they introduced. 


So.long. as the. conteft, was maintained with the natives, the feveral Saxon 


princes preferved an union of councils and interefls ,; but after the Britains were, 


fhut up in the barren. countries.of Cornwal and Wales, and gave no farther in- 
quictude to the conquerors, the band of alliance was: in a great meafure diffolved 
among the princes of the Heptarchy ; and tho’ one prince feems {till to have been 
allowed: or to have aflumed an afcendant over the whole, his authority, if it oughe 
ever to be deemed regular.or legal, was:extremely limited ; and each ftate acted 
as if it bad been.totally. feparate and independant of the reft. Wars, therefore, 
and. revolutions and.diffentions, were unavoidable among a turbulent and military 
people ; and thefe events, however intricate or confufed, fhould now become the 
objects of our attention, But, added.to-the difficulty of carrying on at once the 
hiftory of feven-independant kingdoms, there is a great difcouragement to a writers 
arifing from. the uncertainty, atleaft barrenneds of the accounts tran{mitted to us. 
The Monks, who were the only annalifls during thofe ages, lived remote from 
public affairs, confidered the.civil tranfactions as entirely fubordinate to the eccle- 
fiaftical, and, befides partaking of the ignorance and barbarity, which; were then 
univerfal, were ftrongly infected with credulity, with the love of wonder, and 


* Gildas. Bede, lib. 1. 
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with a propenfity to impofture ; vices almoft infeparable from their profeffiom, 
and manner of life. The hiftory of that period abounds in names, but is ex- 
tremely barren of events; or the events are related fo much without circum- 
ftances and cavfes, that the moft profound or moft eloquent writer muft defpair 
of rendering them either inftructive or entertaining to the reader. Even the great 
Jearning and vigorous imagination of Milton funk under the weight ; and this 
author feruples not to declare, that he efteems the fkirmifhes of kites or crows 
equally deferving of a particular narrative, as the confufed tranfactions and battles 
ofthe Saxon Heptarchy*. In order, however, to connect the events in fome 
tolerable meafure, we fhall give a fuccinc&t account of the fucceffions of kings, and 
ef the revolutions’ in each particular kingdom; beginning with that of Kent, 


which was the firft eftablifhed. 


The KIN -G DOM ot K'E'N’ T. 


BSCUS fucceeded his father, Hengift, in the kingdom of Kent ; but feems 

not to have poffeffed the military reputation enjoyed by that conqueror, who. 
firft’ made way for the entrance of the Saxon arms into Britain. All the Saxons, 
who fought the fame of valour, or new eftablifhments by arms, flocked to the 
ftandard of Aflla, King of Suffex, who was carrying on fuccefsful war againft 
the Britains, and laying the foundations of a new kingdom: Efcus was contented’ 
to pofiefs in tranquillity the kingdom of Kent, which he left in 512 to his for 
@éta, in whofe time the Eaft-Saxons eftablifhed their- monarchy, and difmem- 
bered the provinces: of Efftx and Middlefex from that of Kent: His death, after 
twenty-two years reign, made room for his fon Hermenric in 534, who per- 
formed nothing memorable during a reign of thirty-two years; except affociat- 
ing with him his fon; Ethelbert, in the government, in order the better to fecure 
the fucceffion in his family, and prevent fach revolutions as-are incident te-a -tur- 
bulent-and barbarous monarchy. 


ETHELBERT revived the reputation of his family, which had ‘languifhed for 
fome generations. The inactivity. of his predecefiors, and the fituation of his. 
country, fecured from all hoftility with the Britains, feems to have much weakened’ 
the warlike genius of the Kentifh Saxons; and Ethelbert, in his firft attempt to - 
agerandize his country, and diftinguifh his own name, met with very bad fuc- 
cefst. He was twice difcomfited in battle by Ceaulin, King of Weffex: and- 
obliged to yield the fuperiority in-the Heptarchy to that ambitious monarch; who, 


9. Milton in Kennet, P- 50. +: Chron. Sax. P- 216 


preferved 
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@ 
preferved no moderation in his victory, and by fubjeéting the kingdom of Suficx, 


excited jealoufy in all: the other princes. An affociation was formed againtft: 


him ; and Ethelbert, entrufted with the command of the allies, fought him in a 


oreat baitle, and obtained a decifive victory *. Ceaulin died foon after s and. 


Ethelbert fucceeded as well to his afcendant among the Saxon ftates, as to his 
other ambitious and exorbitant projects. He reduced all the princes, except the 
king of Northumberland, to a ftriét dependance upon him; and even eftablifhed 


himfelf by force on the throneof Mercia, the moft extenfive of the Saxon king-- 


doms. Apprehenfive, however, of a dangerous league againft him, . like that.by 
which he himfelf had been enabled to overthrow Ceaulin, he had the prudence to 
refign the throne of Mercia to Webba, the rightful heir, the fon of Crida, who 
had firft founded that monarchy. But governed ftill by ambition more than by 
juftice, he gave Webba poffeffion of the crown on fuch conditions, as rendered 
him little better than a tributary prince under his artful benefactor. 

But the moft memorable and moft fortunate event, which diftinguifhed the 
reign of this great prince, was the introduction of the Chriftian religion among 


the Englifh Saxons. The fuperftition of the Germans, particularly that of the: 


Saxons, was of the groffeft and moft barbarous kind ; and being founded on cer- 
tain traditional tales, received from their anceftors, not reduced to any fyftem, 
not fupported by political inftitutions, like that of the Druids, it feems to have 
made little impreffion on its votaries, and to have eafily refigned its place to the 
new doétrine promulgated to thems Woden, whom they believed the anceftor 
of all their princes, was regarded as the God of war, and; by a:natural ‘confe- 
quence, became their fupreme deity, and the chief object of their religious wor- 


fhip. They believed, that, if they obtained the favour of this divinity by their: 


valour, (for they made lefs account of the other virtues) they would be admitted 


after their death into his hall, and repofing on couches, would fatiate themfelves: 


with a'e from the fkulls of their enemies, whom they had flainin battle. In- 


cited by this idea of paradife, which gratified at once the paffion of revenge and: 


that of intemperance, the ruling inclinations of barbarians, they defpifed the dan- 


gers of war, and encreafed their native ferocity againft. the vanquithed by their: 


religious: prejudices: We- know little of the other theological tenets of the 


Saxons: We only learn that they were idolaters ; that they worfhipped the fun: 


and moon; that they adored the god of thunder, under the name of -Thor; that 


they had images in their temples; that they practifed facrifices ; believed firmly: 


in fpells and inchantments; and admitted in general a fyftem of doctrines, which, 


shey held as facred, but which, like all other fuperftitions, mult bear. the air of., 


* H. Hunting. libs 2s 
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the wildeft extravagance, if propounded to thofe who are not familiarized to it 
from their earlieft infancy. 

Tue conftant hoftilities which the Saxons maintained againft the Britains, 
would naturally indifpofe them from receiving the Chriftian faith, when preach- 
ed to them by fuch inveterate enemies ; and perhaps the Britains, as is objected 
to them by Gildas and Bede, were not over fond of communicating to their cruel 
snvaders the doctrine of eternal life and falvation, But as a civilized people, 
however fubdued by arms, ftill maintain a fenfible faperiority over barbarous and 
ignorant nations, all the other northern conquerors of Europe had been already 
induced to embrace the Chriftian faith, which they found eftablifhed in the em- 
pire; and it was impoffible but the Saxons, informed of this event, muft have 
regarded with fome degree of veneration a doctrine which had acquired the afcen- 


dant over all their brethren, However limited in their views, they could not but 


have perceived a degree of cultivation inthe fouthern countics beyond what they 
themfelves poffefied ; and it was natural for them to yield to that fuperior know- 
ledge, as well as zeal, by which the inhabitants of the Chriftian kingdoms were: 


-even at this time diftinguifhed. 


Bur thefe caufes might long have failed of operating their effect, had not a 


favourable incident prepared the means of introducing Chriftianity. into. Kent. 


Ethelbert, in his father’s lifetime, had married Bertha, the only daughter of Ca- 
ribert, King of Paris *, one of the defcendants of Clovis, the conqueror of Gaul ; 
but before he was admitted to this alliance, he was obliged to flipulate, that the 
princefs fhould enjoy the free exercife of her religion ; a conceffion not difficult to 
‘be obtained from the idolatrous Saxons. Bertha brought over a French bifhop 
to the court of Canterbury ; and being zealous for the propagation of her reli- 
gion, fhe had been very affiduous in her devotional exercifes, had fupported. the. 
credit of her faith by an irreproachable conduct, and had employed. every art of 
infinuation and addrefs to reconcile her hufband to, her religious principles. Her 
popularity in the court, and, her influence over Ethelbert, had fo well paved the 
way for the reception of the Chriftian doctrine, that Gregory, firnamed: the Great, 
the prefent Roman pontiff, began to entertain hopes of effectuating a project, 
which he himfelf, before he mounted the. papal throne, had once embraced: for 
converting the Britifh Saxons. 


Ir happened, that this prelate, being then ina private ftation; had obferved in 
the market-place of Rome fome Saxon youths. expofed to fale, whom the Roman 
merchants, in their trading voyages to Britain, had bought of their. mercenary 


* Greg. of Tours, lib. 9. cap. 26. Hz. Flunting. lib. 2. 
> Bede, lib. 1. cap. 25. Brompton, p. 729. 
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parents. Struck with the beauty of their fair complexions and blooming coun- 
tenances, Gregory afked to what country they belonged; and being told they 
were Angles, he replied, that they ought more properly to be denominated ange/s , 
and it was a pity that the Prince of Darknefs fhould enjoy fo fair a prey, and that 
fo beautiful a frontifpiece fhould cover a mind devoid of internal grace and 
righteoufnefs. Enquiring farthér concerning the name of their province, he 
was informed, that it was Deiri, a divifion of Northumberland : D:ii ! replied 
he, that is good! They are called to the mercy of God from bis anger, Deira. But 
what is the name of the King of that province? He was told it was 4//a or Alla: 
Alleluiab, ctied he: We muft endeavour that the praifes of God be fung in their 
country. Moved by thefe allufions, which appeared to him fo happy, he deter- 
mined to undertake himfelf a miffion into Britain ; and having obtained the Pope’s 
permiffion, he prepared for that dangerous journey: But his popularity at home 
was fo great, that the Romans, uhwilling to expofe him to fuch hazards, oppo- 
fed his defign;. and-le was obliged for the prefent to lay afide farther thoughts of 


executing that pious purpofe f. 


Tue controverfy between the Pagans and the Chriftians was not entirely cool 


ed in that age; and no pontiff before Gregory had ever carried to greater excefles 
his intemperate zéal againft the former religion. He had declared war againft 
all the precious: monuments of the antients, and even again{t their writings; 
which, as appears from the ftrain- of his own wit, as well as the ftyle of his com- 


pofitions, he had not tafte nor genius fufficient to comprehend. Ambitious to. 


diftineuifh his pontificate by the converfion of the Britifh Saxons, he pitched on 
Auguftine, a Roman monk, and fent him with forty affociates to preach the gof- 
pel in this ifland. Thefe mifftonaries; terrified with the dangers, whieh might 
attend their propofing a new doétrine to fo fierce a people, of whofe language 
they weré entirely ignorant, {topped forie time in France, and fent back Auguf- 


tine to.lay the hazards. and difficulties before the Pepe, and crave his permiffion 


to defilt from the undertaking. But’ Gregory exhofted them to perfevere in their 


purpofe, advited them to chufe fome interpreters from among the Franks; who: 


fill fpoke the fame language with the Saxons *, and recommended them to the 
good offices of Queen Brunchaut, who had at this time ufurped the fovereign 
powerin their country. ‘Fhis:princefs, tho’ ftained with every vice of treachery 
and cruelty;. either poffeffed or pretended great zeal for the caufe ; and Gregory 


acknowledged, that to her friendly affiftance. was in a. great meafure owing the. 


fuccefs of that. undertaking -f. 


¢ Bede, lib. 2. cap, 1. Spell. Conc, p. 91. * Bede, lib, 1. cap. 23. 
+ Greg. Epilt, lib. g, epiit..56. Spell. Conc. p. 82.. | 
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Aveusrine, on his arrival in Kent in the year 597 *, found the danger much 
lefs than he had apprehended. Ethelbert, already well difpofed towards the 
Chriftian faith, affigned him a habitation in the ifle of Thanet; and foon aiter 
admitted him toa conference. Apprehenfive, however, that fpells or enchant- 
ments might be employed againft him by priefts, who brought an unknown wor 
fhip from a diftant country, he took the precaution of receiving them in the open 
air, where he believed the force-of their magic would be more eafily diffi pated i. 
Here Auguftine, by means of his interpreters, delivered to him the tenets of the 


: : } . 7 —. : . Lent 
Chriftian faith, and promifed him eternal joys above, and a kingdom in heaven 


without end, if he would be perfuaded to receive that falutary doctrine. “* { Your 
‘© words and promifes,” replied Ethelbert, ‘* are fair; but becaufe they are new 
<¢ and uncertain, I cannot entirely yield to them, and relinquifh the principles, 
‘¢ which I and my anceftors have fo long maintained. You are welcome, how- 
<< ever, to remain here in peace ; and as you have undertaken fo longa journey, 
“¢ folely, as appears, for what you believe to be for our advantage, I will fupply 
<¢ you with all neceffaries, and permit you to deliver your doctrine to my fub- 
6 rects fj.” 

AvucusTINE, encouraged by this favourable reception, and feeing now a prof- 
pect of fuccefs, proceeded with redoubled zeal to preach the gofpel to the Kent- 
ith Saxons. He attraéted their attention by the aufierity of his manners, by the 
fevere penances to which. he fubjected himfelf, by the abftinence and felf-denial 
which he practifed : And having excited their wonder by a courfe of life, which 
appeared fo contrary to nature, he procured more eafily their belief for miracles, 
which, it was pretended, he wrought for their converfion §. Influenced by thefe 
motives, and by the declared favour of the court, numbers of the Kentifh men 
were baptized; and the King himfelf was perfuaded to fubmit to that rite of 
Chriftianity. His example wrought powerfully on his fubjects ; but he employ- 
ed no force to bring them over to the new doctrine. Auguftine thought proper, 
inthe commencement of his miffion, to affume the appearance of the greateft Je- 
nity; andhetold Ethelbert, that the fervice of Chrift muft be entirely voluntary, 
and that no violence ought ever to be ufed in propagating fo falutary a doc- 
trine |. 

Tue intelligence received of thefe fpiritual conquefts conveyed great joy to the 
‘Romans; who now exulted as much in thofe peaceful trophies, as their anceftors 


** ‘Higden, Polychron. lib, 5. Chron, Sax. p. 23. 


t Bede, lib. 1. cap. 25. H. Hunting, lib. 3. Brompton, p.729. Parker Antiq. Brit. Ecel. p. 61, 
t Bede, lib. 1, cap. 25. Chron. W. Thorn, p. 1759. 


|| Bede, lib. 1. cap. 25. Hi, Hunting, lib. 3. Brompton, p. 729. 
§ Bede, lib. 1. cap. 26, + Bede, lib. 1, cap. 26. HH, Hunting. lib. 3. 
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had ever done in their moft fanguinary triumphs, and moft fplendid victories. 
Gregory wrote a letter to Ethelbert, in which, after informing him, that the end 
of the worid was approaching, he exhorted him to difplay his zeal in the conver- 


.fion of his fubjecéts, to exert rigour again{t the worfhip of idols, and to build up 


the good work of holinefs by every expedient of exhortation, terror, blandith- 
ment or correction *: A doétrine more fuitable to that age, and to the ufual pa- 
pal maxims, than the tolerating principles which Auguftine had thought it pru- 
Gent to inculcate. The pontiff alfo anfwered fome queftions, which the mif- 
fionary had put concerning the government of the new church of England. Be- 
fides other queries, which it is not neceffary here to relate, Auguftine afked, 
Whether coufin-germans might be allowed to marry? Gregory anfwered, that that 
liberty had indeed been formerly granted by the Roman law ; but that experience 
had fhown, that no pofterity could ever come from fuch marriages; and he 
therefore prohibited them. Auguftine afks, Whether a woman pregnant might be 
baptized? Gregory anfwers, that he fees no objection... How von after the birth 
the child might receive baptifm? It was anfwered, Immediately, if requifite, 
How foon a bufband might have commerce with his wife after ber delivery? Not till 
fhe had given fuck to her child; a praétice to which Gregory exhorts all women. 
flow foon a man might enter the church, or receive the facrament, after having had 
commerce with bis wife? It was replied, that unlefs he had approached her with- 


‘out defire, merely for the fake of propagating his fpecies, he was not free from 


fin; but in all cafes it was requifite for him, before he entered the church or 
communicated, to purge himfelf by prayer and ablution ; and ought not, even 
after ufing thefe precautions, to participate immediately of the facred duties T, 
There are fome other queftions and replies ftill more indecent and more ridicu- 
lous {. And on the whole, it appears, that Gregory and his miffionary, if fym- 
pathy of manners have any influence, were better calculated than men of more 
refined underftandings, for making a. progrefs with the ignorant and barbarous 
Saxons. 


* Bede, lib. 1. cap. 32. Brompton, p. 732. Spell. Conc. p. 86. 

t Bede, lib. 1. cap. 27. Spell. Conc. p. 97, 98, 99, We. 

t Auguftine atks, Si mulier menffrua confuetudine tenelur, an ecclefiam intrareei licet, aut facreé come 
munionis fJacramenta percipere ? Gregory anfwers, Sanite communiones myflerium in eifiem diebus perci- 
pere non debet probiberi. Si autem ex ven-ratione m 1gna percipere non prefumitur, ‘Iaudanda ef. Au- 
guftine afks, Si poff illufionem, que per fomnum Jolet accidere, vel corpus domint quilitet accipere valeat ; 
wel, fi facerdos fit, facra myfleria celebrare ? Gregory anfwers this learned queftion by many learned 
‘diftingtions, 
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Tre more to facilitate the reception of Chriftianity, Gregory injoined Auguf- 
eine tp remove the idols fron the Heathen altars, but not to deftroy the altars 
themélves; becaufe the people, he faid, would be allured to frequent the Chri- 
ftian worfhip,. when they found it celebrated in a place, which they were ac- 
ruftomed to revere as facred. And as the Pagans practifed facrifices, and feaft- 
ed with the priefts on their offerings, he alfo exhorted the miffionary to perfuade 
them, on Chriftian feftivals, to kill their cattle in the neighbourhood of the 
church, and to indulge themfelves in thofe cheerful entertainments to which they 
bad been habituated *. Thefe political compliances fhow, that notwithftand- 
ing his ignorance and prejudices, he was not unacquainted with the arts of go- 
vernixg mankind. Auguftine was confecrated archbifhop of Canterbury, was 
endoved by Gregory with authority over all the Britith] churches, and received 
the pill, a badge of ecclefiaftical honour, from Rome [. Gregory alfo advifed 
him not to be too much elated with his gift of working miracles { ; and as Au- 
cuftine, proud of the fuccefs of his miffion, feemed to think himfelf intitled to 
exterd his authority over the bifhops of Gaul, the Pope informed him, that they 
lay entirely without the bounds of his jurifdiction |j. 

Tag marriage of Ethelbert with Bertha, and much more his embracing Chri- 
ftianity, begot a connexion of his fubjects with the French, Italians, and other 
nations on the continent, and tended to reclaim them from that grofs ignorance 
and barbarity, in which all the Saxon tribes had been hitherto involved§. He 
alfo enaéted L, with the confent of the ftates of his kingdom, a bodyvof laws, the 
firft written laws promulgated by any of the northern conquerors ; and his reign 
was in every refpec& glorious to himfelf, and ufeful to his people. He governed 
the kingdom of Kent fifty years ; and dying in 616 **, left the fucceffion to his 
fon, Eadbald. This prince, feduced by a paffion for his mother-in-law [7, de- 
ferted for fome time the Chriftian faith, which permitted not thefe inceftuous mar- 

riages 5 and his whole people immediately returned with him to idolatry. Lau- 
rentus, the fucceffor of Auguftine, found the Chriftian worfhip wholly abandoned, 
and was preparing to return into France, in order to fave himfelf the mortifica- 
tion of preaching the gofpel without fruit to the infidels, Mellitus and Juftus, 
who had been confecrated bifhops of London and Rochefter, had already depart- 
ed tie kingdom ‘{{; when Laurentius, before he fhould entirely abandon his dignity, 


* Bede, lib. rf. cap. 30. Spell. Conc. p. &g. Greg. Epift. lib. 9. epift. 71. 


+ Chron, Sax. p. 23, 24. t H. Hunting. lib, 3. Spell. Conc. p. 83. Bede, lib, 1. 
Grex. Epift, lib. 9. epift. 60. | Bede, lib. 1, cap. 27. § Wiil. Malm, p. 1o. 

4 Wilkins Leges Sax. p. 13. ** Chron. Sax. p. 25. 

++ Higden, lib. 5. H. Hunting, lib. 3. Chron. Sax. p. 26. tt Bede, lib. 2. cap. 5. 
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made one effort to reclaim the King, He appeared before that prince ; and 
throwing off his veftment, fhowed his body all torn with bruifes and {tripes, 
which he had received, Eadbald, wondering that any man fhould have darel to 
treat in that manner a perfon of his rank, was told by Laurentius, that hehad 
received this chaftifement from St. Peter, the prince of the apoftles, who had 
appeared to him in a vifion, and feverely reproving him for his intention tode- 
fert his charge, had inflicted on him thefe viGible marks of his difpleafure *, 
Whether Eadbald was ftruck with the miracle, or influenced by fome other no- 
tive, he divorced:himfelf from his mother-in-law, and returned to the profefion 
of Chriftianity +: His whole people returned with him. Eadbald reached not 
the fame nor authority of his father, and died in 640, after a reign of twenty-five 
years { ; leaving two fons, Erminfrid and Ercombert. 

ERcomBert, tho’ the youngeft fon, by Emma, a French princefs, foind 
means to mount the throne, He is celebrated by Bede for two exploits, for cta- 
blifhing the faft of Lent in his kingdom, and ‘for utterly extirpating idolatry || ; 
which, notwithftanding the prevalence of that papal Chriftianity preached tothe 
Saxons, had hitherto been allowed a toleration by the two preceding monarths. 
Fle reigned twenty-four years ; and left the crown to Egbert, his fon, who regn- 
ed nine years. This prince is renowned for his encouragement of learning ; but 
infamous for putting to death his two coufin-germans, fons to Erminfrid, his 
uncle §. The ecclefiaftical writers praife him for his beftowing on his fitter 
Domnona, fome Jands in the ifle of Thanet, where fhe founded a monaftery. 

Tue bloody precaution of Egbert could not fix the crown on the head of his 
fon, Edric, lLothaire, brother to the deceafed prince, took poffeffion of the 
kingdom ; and in order to fecure the power in his family, he affociated with lim 
Richard, his fon, in the adminiftration of the government. Edric, the difpof- 
feffed prince, had recourfe to Edilwach, King of Suffex, for affiftance in miin- 
taining his right; and being fupported by that prince, fought a battle with his 
uncle, who was defeated and flain. Richard fled into Germany, and died at aft 
in Lucca, a city of Tufcany. William of Malmefbury afcribes Lothaire’s bad 
fortune to two crimes, his concurrence in the murder of his coufins, and his con- 


tempt of reliques |. | 
LotHaire reigned eleven years; Edric his fucceffor only two. Upon the 
death of the latter, which happened in 686, Widred, his brother,. obtained pof- 


* Bede, lib. 2. cap. 6. Chron. Sax. p. 26. Hidgen, lib. 5. 


4 Brompton, p. 739. t Chron. Sax. p. 30, 
| Bede, lib. 3. cap. 8. H. Hunting, lib. 3. - Chron. Sax. p. 31.. Ann, Beverl. pi 80. 
§ Will. Malm. p. 11. 4 Ibid, 
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fefion of the crown. But as the fucceffion had been-of late fo much disjointed 
by revolutions and ufurpations, faction began to prevail among the nobility 3 

which invited Cedwalla, King of Weflex, with his brother Mollo, to attack the 

kingdom. Thelfe snvaders committed great devaftations in Kent ; but the death 

of Mollo,. who was flain in a-fkirmifh*, gave a fhort breathing-time to that 

kingdom. Widred reftored the affairs of Kent ;. and°after a reign of thirty-two 
years t, left the crown to his pofterity.. Eadbert, Ethelbert,- and Alric,- his de- 

{cendants, fucceffively mounted the throne. After the death of the laft,. which: 
happened in 794, the royal family of Kent was extinguifhed ; and every factious 

leader, who could entertain hopes of afcending the throne,. threw the ftate into’ 
confufion. tEgbert, who firft. fucceeded, reigned but two years; Cuthred, 

brother to the King of Mercia, fix years; Baldred, an illegitimate branch of the 

royal family, eighteen: And after-a troublefome and precarious government, he: 
was, in the year 723; expelled by Egbert, King of Weffex, who diffolved the- 
Saxon heptarchy, and united the feveral kingdoms under his-dominion. 


The Kingdom. of NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Detrrip, King of Bernicia, having married Acca, the daughter of Ailla,. 
King of Deirti, and-expelled her infant brother, Edwyn, had united all the- 
counties north of the Humber-into one monarchy, and acquired a-great afcen- 
dant in the heptarchy. He alfo fpread the terror of the Saxon arms to the neigh- 
bouring people ;. and by his victories over the Scots and Picts, as well as Welfh, 
extended on all fides the bounds-of his dominions. Having laid fiege to Chefter, . 
the Britons marched out with all their forces-to engage him ; and they were at- 
tended with.a body of 1250 monks from the monaftery of Bangor, who ftood at 
a {mall diftance from the field of battle, in order'to encourage the combatants by. 
their prefence and exhortations. Adelfrid. enquiring about the purpofe of this: 
unufual appearance, was told, that thefe priefts had come to pray againft him : 
Then they are as much our enemies, faid he, as thofe who intend to fight againft 
us |j: And he immediately fent a detachment, who fell upon them, and com- 
mitted fuch flaughter, that only fifty efcaped with their lives§. The Britains, . 
aftonifhed with this event, received a total defeat : Chefter was obliged to furren- 
der: And Adelfrid, purfuing his victory, made himfelf mafter of Bangor, and 
entirely demolifhed the monaftery.. It was fo vaft'a building, that there was a- 


* Higden, lib. ¢. + Chron, Sax. p.. 57. t Will. Malmef. lib. 1, cap. 1. p. 11 
Brompton, p. 779> § Trivet; apud Spell, Conc, p.-111, 
7 mile’s 
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milé’s diflance from one gate of it to another; and it contained two thoufand one 
hundred monks, who are faid to have been there maintained by the fruits of their 
own labour *. 

NotwitustanpinG Adelfrid’s fuccefs'in war, he lived in inquietude on ac- 
count of young Edwin,.whom he had unjuftly difpoficfled of the crown of Deiri. 
This prince, now grown to man’s eftate, wandered from place to place, in con- 
tinual danger from the attempts of Adelfrid; and received at laft protection in 
the court of Redwald, King of the Eaft-Angles ; where his engaging and gallant 
deportment procured him the affections of every one. Redwald, however, was 
ftrongly folicited by the King of Northumberland to kill or deliver up his cuelt : 
Rich prefents were promifed him, if he would comply; and war denounced 


againtt him, in cafe of his refufal. After rejecting feveral meflages of this kind, 


his generofity began to yield to the motives of intereft ; and he retained the laft 
ambafiador, till he fhould come to a refolution in a cafe of fuch importance. 
Edwin, informed of his friend’s hefitation,. was yet determined at all hazards to 
remain in Eaft-Anglia; and thought, that if the protection of that court failed 
him, it were better to die than prolong a life fo much expofed to the perfecutions 
of his powerful. rival. This confidence in Redwald’s honour and: friendfhip, 
with his other accomplifhments,. engaged the Queen on his fide; and the effec- 
tually reprefented to her hufband the infamy of delivering up to certain deftiuc- 
tion their royal gueft,. who had fled to them for protection againft his cruel and 
jealous enemies}. Redwald, therefore,.embracing more generous refolutions, 
thought it fafeft to prevent Adelfrid, before he was aware of his intention, and 
to attack him while he was yet unprepared for defence. He marched fuddenly 
with an army into the kingdom: of Northumberland, and fought a battle with 
Adelfrid ; where that monarch was defeated and killed, after revenging himfelf 
by the death of Regner, fon to Redwald {. His own fons,.Eanfrid, Ofwald, 


and Ofwy,- yet infants, fled into Scotland ; and Edwin obtained poffeflion of the: 


crown of Northumberland. . 

Epwin was'the greateft prince of theheptarchy during his time, and diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, both by his influence over the other kingdoms ||, and by the 
ftrié&t execution of juftice in his own dominions. - He reclaimed his fubjects from 
the licentious life to which they had been habituated 5. and it was a common fay- 
ing, that in his reign a woman of child might openly carry every where a purie 
of gold, without any danger of violence or robbery +. There is a remarkable 


* Bede, lib. 2, cap,.2. W.Malmef, lib. 1. cap. 3. 4 W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 3.. H. 
Haning, lib. 3. Bide. + Bede, lib. 2. cap.1z. Brompton, p. 781. 
|. Chron, Sax. p. 27, } H. Huntiog, hb. 2. Bede, W. Malmef, 
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inftance, tranfmitted to us, of the affection borne him by his fervants. Cuichel- 
me, King of Weffex, was his enemy; and finding himfelf unable to maintain 
open war againft fo gallant and powerful a prince, he determined to make ufe of 
treachery again{t him, and he employed one Eumer for that criminal purpofe. 
The aflaffin, having obtained admittance, by pretending to deliver a meflage 
from Cuichelme, drew his dagger, and rufhed upon the King. Lilla, an officer 
of his army, feeing his mafter’s danger, and having no other means of defence, 
interpofed with his own body between the King and Eumer’s dagger, which was 
puthed with fuch violence, that, after piercing Lilla, it even wounded Edwin: 
And before the affaffin could renew his blow, he was difpatched by the guards *. 

Tue Eaft-Angles confpired againft Redwald, their King; and having put 
him to death, they offered their crown to Edwin, of whofe valour and capacity 
they had had experience, while he refided among them. But Edwin, fenfible 
of gratitude towards his benefactor, obliged them to fubmit to Earpwold, the fon 
of Redwald ; and that prince preferved his authority, tho’ ona precarious foot- 
ing, under the protection of the Northumbrian monarch +. 


FEpwin, after his acceffion to the crown, married Ethelburga, the daughter of 
Ethelbert, King of Kent; and this princefs, emulating the glory of her mother 
Bertha, who had been the inftrument of converting her hufband and his people 
to Chriftianity, carried Paullinus a learned bifhop along with hert; and be- 
fides ftipulating a toleration for the exercife of her own religion, which was rea- 
dily granted her, fhe ufed every reafon to perfuade the King to embrace it. Ed- 
win, like a prudent prince, hefitated on the propofal; but promifed to examine 
the foundations of that doétrine ; and if he found them fatisfactory, he declared 
himfelf willing to be converted |. Accordingly he held feveral conferences with 
Paullinus, canvafled the arguments propounded with the wifeft of his counfellors, 
retired frequently from company, in order to revolve alone that important que- 
ftion; and after a ferious and long enquiry, declared in favour of the Chriftian 
religion §. ‘The people foon after imitated his example. Befides the authority 
and influence of the King, they were moved by another ftriking example. Coif, 
the high prieft, being converted after a public conference with Paullinus, led the 
way in deftroying the images, which he had fo long worfhiped, and was forward 
in making this atonement for his paft idolatry _L. 


Tuts able prince perifhed with his fon, Osfrid, in a great battle which he 
fought againft Penda, King of Mercia, and Czdwalla, King of the Britains *, 


™ Bede, lib. 1. cap.g. Chron. Sax. p.27. Higden, lib. 5. H. Hunting, lib. 3, 


+ Gul. Malmef. lib. 1. cap, 3. { H. Hanting. lib. 3. | Bede, lib. 2. és ‘2 
_§ Bede, lib. 2. cap. 9g. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 3. + Bede, lib. 2. cap. 13. Bteraphaks, 
Higden, lib. 5. * Matth. Weft. p. 114. Chron, Sax. p. 29, 
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That event, which happened in the forty-eighth year of Edwin’s age and feven- 
teenth of his reign*, divided the monarchy of Northumberland, which he had 
‘united in his perfon. Eanfrid, the fon of Adelfrid, returned with his brothers, 
Ofwald and Ofwy, from Scotland, and took poffeffion of Bernicia, his paternal 
kingdom : Ofric, Edwin’s coufin-german, eftablifhed himfelf in Deiri, the in- 
heritance of his family; but to which the fons of Edwin had a preferable title. 
Eadfrid, the eldeft furviving fon, fled to Penda, by whom he was treacheroufly 
lain. The younger fon, Vufcfrea, with Yh, the grandfon of Edwin, by 
Osfrid, fought protection in Kent, and not finding themfelves in fafety there, re- 
tired into France to King Dagobert, where they died f. 


Osric, King of Deiri, and Eanfrid of Bernicia returned to Paganifm,; and 
the whole people feem to have returned with them; fince Paullinus, who was 
confecrated firft archbifhop of York, and who had converted them, thought pro- 
per to retire with Fthelburga, the Queen Dowager, into Kent. Both thefe 
Northumbrian kings perifhed foon after, the firft in the battle againft Ceedwalla, 
the Britain; the fecond by the treachery of that prince. Ofwald the brother of 
Eanfrid, of the race of Bernicia, united again the kingdom of Northumberland 
in the year 634, and reftored the chriftian religion in his dominions. He gained 
a great and well difputed battle againft Cadwalla;. the laft vigorous effort 
which the Britains made aganft the Saxons, _Ofwald is much celebrated for his 
fanctity and charity by the monkifh hiftorians{; and they pretend, that his 
reliques wrought miracles, particularly the curing a fick horfe, which had ap- 
proached the place of his interment |. 

He died in battle againft Penda, King of Mercia, and was fucceeded by 
his brother, Ofwy ; who eftablifhed himfelf in the government of all the Nor- 
thumbrian kingdom by putting to death Ofwin, the fon of Offic, the laft king 
of the race of Deirit. His fon Egfrid fucceeded him; who perifhing in battle 
againft the Picts, without leaving any children, becaufe Adelthrid his wife re- 
fufed to violate her vow of chaftity *, Alfred, his natural brother, acquired pof- 
feffion of the kingdom, which he happily governed for nineteen years; and he 
left it to Ofred, his fon 5 a boy of eight years of age. This prince, after a reign 
of eleven years, was murdered by Kenred, his kinfman 4, who, after enjoying the 
crown only a year, perifhed by a like fate. Offic, and after him Celwulph the 
fon of Kenred, next mounted the throne, which the latter relinquifhed in the 


* W. Malmef. Jib. 1. cap. 3. + Bede, lib. 2. cap.'20. ${ Math. Weft. p. 115. 
Simeon Dunelm. cap, 2. Chron. Sax. p. 31. | Bede, lib. 3. cap. 9. 4 W. Malmef. 
lib. r. cap, 3. Math, Weft. p. 118. * Bede, lib. 4. cap. ig. | W. Malmef. lib. 1. 
cap. 3- 


year 


Chap. I. 





4 
7 





——— — — ~ = ™ Sica A 
2 a a el ele ete wee ene 
a ne Reel en 6s AEE Be 


shriek 
4 





Pe HISTORY of ENGLAWD. 


a 


year 738, in favour of Eadbert his coufin-german, who imitating his predeceflor, 
abdicated the crown, and retired into a monaftry*. Ofwolf, fon of Eadbert, 
was flain in a fedition, a year after his acceflion to the crown +; and Mollo, whe 
was not of the royal family, feized the crown. He perifhed by the treachery of 
Ailred, a prince of the blood ; and Ailred, having fucceeded in his defign upon the 
throne, was foon after expel'ed by his fubjects [. -Ethelred, his fucceflor, the 
for of Mollo, fhared a like fate. -Celwold, the next.king, the brother of Ailfred, 
was depofed and flain by the people, and his place was filled by Ofred, his nephew, 
who after the fhort reign ‘of a year, made way for Ethelbert, another fon of 
Mollo, whofe. death was equally tragical with that of almoft all his predeceffors. 
After Ethelbert’s death an univerfal anarchy prevailed in Northumberland || ; and 
the people, having, by fo many fatal revolutions, loft all attachment to their go- 
vernmeat and princes, were well prepared for fubje€tion to a foreign yoke; which 
Egbert, King of Weffex, finally impofed upon them. 


The Kingdom of EAS T-ANGLIA. 


¢ HE hitftory of this kingdom contains nothing memorable, except the con- 
verting to ehriftianity Earpwold, the fourth king and great-grandfon of 
Uffa, the founder of the monarchy. The authority of Edwin, King of Nor- 
thumberland, on whom that prince entirely depended, engaged him to take this 
ftep: But foon after, his wife, who was an idolatrefs, brought him back to her 
religion § ; and he was found unable to refift thofe ailurements, which have feduced 
the wifett of mankind. After his death, which was violent, like that of moft 
of the Saxon princes, who did not early retire into monatteries, Sigebert, his 
facceffor and half-brother, who had been educated in France, reftored. chrifti- 
anity, and introduced learning among the Angles{. Some pretend that he 
founded the univerfity of Cambridge, or rather fome fchools in that place. It is 
almoft impoffible, and quite needlefs to be more particular in relating the tranf- 
ations of the Eaft-Angles. What advantage or entertainment can it give the 
reader to hear a long bede-rell of barbarous names, Egric, Annas, Ethelbert,’ 
Ethelwald, Aldulf, Elfwald, Beorne, Ethelred, Ethelbert, who fucceffively 
murdered, expelled, or inherited from each other, and obfcurely filled the throne 


* Simeon Dunelm. lib. z. cap. 1. 3. Chron. Sax. cap..59. + Simeon Dunelm. lib. 2. cap, 4. 
~ Chron. Sax. p. 61, || W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 3. § Bede, lib. 2. cap. 15. 

Brompt. W.Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 5. H. of Huntingdon faysit was Redwald who apoltatized, lib. g. 
4+ Bede, lib. z. cap. 15. lib. 3. cap. 22. 
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of that kingdom. Ethelbert, the laft of thefe princes, was treacheroufly mur- 
dered by Offa, King of Mercia, in the year 792, and his ftate was thenceforth 
united with that of Offa, as we fhall relate prefently. 


The Kingdom of MERCIA. 


ERCIA, the largeft, if not the moft powerful kingdom of the Heptarchy, 

comprehended all the middle counties of England ; and as its frontiers ex- 
tended to thofe of all the other fix kingdoms, as well as to Wales, it received its 
name from that circumftance. Wibba, the fon of Crida, founder of the mo- 
narchy, being placed on the throne by Ethelbert, King of Kent, governed his 
paternal deminions by a very precarious [authority ; and after his death, Ceorl, 
his kinfman, was, by the influence of the Kentifh monarch, preferred to his fon, 
‘Penda, whofe turbulent difpofition appeared dangerous to that prince. Penda 
was thus fifty years of age before he mounted the throne; and _ his temerity and 
martial difpofition were found nowife unabated by time, experience, or reflection. 
He engaged in continual hoftilities againft all the neighbouring ftates; and by his 
injuftice and violence rendered himfelf equally odious to his own fubjeéts and 
to ftrangers. Sigebert, Egric, and Annas, three kings of Eaft-Anglia, perithed 
in battle againft him as did alfo Edwin and Ofwald, the two greatett princes, 
who had filled the throne of Northumberland*. At laft, Ofwy, brother to 
Ofwald, having defeated him in a great battle, freed the world from this fan- 
guinary tyrant}. Peada, his fon, obtained the crown of Mercia in 655, and 
lived under the protection of Ofwy, whofe daughter he had efpoufed. This 
princefs was educated in the chriftian faith, and fhe employed her influence with 
fuccefs, in converting her hufband and his fubjects to that religiont. Thus the 
fair fex have had the merit of introducing the chriftian dotrine into all the moft 
confiderable kingdoms of the Saxon Heptarchy. Peada died a violent death jj. 
His fon, Wolfhere, fucceeded to the government, and after having reduced to 
dependance the kingdoms of Effex, and Eaft-Anglia, he left the crown to his 
brother, Ethelred, who, tho’ a lover of peace, fhowed himfelf not unfit for mili- 
tary enterprizes. Befides making a fuccefsful expedition into Kent, he repulfed 


® Higden, lib. 5. Brompton, p. 771. Ann, Beverl. p. 85. + Higden. lib. 5. W. 
Malmef. libs 1. cap. 3. Flor. Wigorn. p. 560. { Bede, lib. 3. cap. 21. Brompton, p, 771; 
Higden, lib. 5. ~H, Hunting. lib. 3. Simeon Dunelm, lib. 1. cap. 4. Ann. Beverl. p. 86. 

| Hugo Candidus,p. 4. fays, that he was treacheroufly murdered by his queen, from whofe per- 
fuafion he had embraced chriftianity ; but this account of the matter is found in that hiftoriam alone. 
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Egfrid, King of Northumberland, who had invaded his dominions 5 and he flew 
in battle Elfwin, the brother of that prince. Defirous, however, of compofing 
all animoSties with Egfrid, he payed him a fum of money, as a compenfation 
for the lofs of his brother. After a profperous reign of thirty years, he reigned 
the crown to Kendred, fon of Wolfhere, and retired into the monaftery of Bard. 
ney*. Kendred returned the prefent of the crown to Ceolred, the fon of Ethel- 
red; and making a pilgrimage to Rome, pafied his life there in pennance and 
devotion+. The place of Ceolred was fupplied by Ethelbald qT, great-grand- 
nephew to Penda by Alwy, his brother ; and this prince, being flain in a mutiny, 
was fucceeded by Offa, who was a degree more remote from Penda, by Eawa, 
another brother. 

Tus prince, who mounted the throne in 755 |], had fome great quahties, and 
was fuccefsful in his warlike enterprizes againft Lothaire, King of Kent, and Ken- 
wulph, King of Weffex. He defeated the former in a bloody battle at Orford: 
upon the Darent, and reduced his kingdom to a {tate of dependance: He gained 
a victory over the latter at Benfington in Oxfordfhire; and conquering that 
county, together with that of Glocefter, annexed it to his other dominions. But 
all thefe fucceffes were {tained by his treacherous murder. of Ethelbert, King. of 
the Eaft-Angles, and his violent feizure of that kingdom. ‘This young prince, 
who is faid to have poffefled great merit, had made fuit to Elfrida, the daughter 
of Offa, and was invited with all his retinue to Hereford, in order to folemnize the 
nuptials. Amidft the joy and feftivity of thefe entertainments, he was feized by Offa 
and fecretly beheaded : And tho’ Elfrida, who abhorred her father’s treachery, had 
time to give warning to the Eaft-Anglian nobility, who efcaped into their own 
country, Offa, having extinguifhed the royal family, fucceeded in his project 
of fubduing that country §.. The treacherous prince, defirous of re-eftablifhing 
his character in the world, and perhaps of appeafing the remorfes of his own con- 
fcience, payed great court to the clergy, and prattifed all the Monkifh devotions, 
which were fo much efteemed in that ignorant and fuperftitious age. He gave 
the tenth of all his goods tothe church | ; beftowed rich donations on. the Cathe- 
dral of Hereford: And even made a pilgrimage to Rome, where his great power 
and riches could not fail of procuring him the papal abfolution. The better to 
ingratiate himfelf with the fovereign pontiff, he engaged to pay him from his 
kingdom a yearly donation for the fupport of an Englith college at Rome™, and 


* Bede, lib. 5. cap. 24. / + W. Malmef, lib. 1% cap. 4. . Bede, libs 5. cap. 24. 
t Ingulph, p. z. | Chron. Sax. p..59.. § Brompton, p. 750, 751, 752. 
4 Spell. Conc, p. 308. Brompton, p. 776. * Spel!. Conc. p, 230. 310. 312. 
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in order to raife the fum, he impofed a tax of a penny on each houle poffeffed of Chap. I. 
thirty pence a year. This impofition, being afterwards levied from all England, 
was commonly denominated Peter’s pence * ; and tho’ conferred at firft as a gift, 
was afterwards pretended to be a tribute by the Roman pontiff. Carrying his 
hypocrify ftill farther, Offa; feigning to be directed by vifions from heaven, found 
out at Verulam, the reliéts of St. Alban, the martyr, and endowed a magnificent 
monaftery in that place}. Moved by all thefe acts of piety, Malmefbury, one 
of the beft of the old Englith hiftorians, declares himfelf at a lofs to determine [ 
whether the merits or crimes of this prince preponderated. Offa died, after a reign 
of thirty-nine years, 1n 794 |. 
Tuis prince was become fo confiderable in the Heptarchy, that the Emperor 
Charlemagne entered into an alliance and friendfhip with him ; a circumftance, 
which did him honour ; as diftant princes then had very little communication 
with each other. That emperor being a great lover of learning and learned men, 
in.an age which was very barren of that ornament, Offa, at his defire, fent him 
over. Alcuin, a clergyman, much celebrated for his knowledge, who received 
great honours from Charlemagne, and even became his preceptor in the {ciences. 
The chief reafon, why he had at firft defired the company of Alcuin, was that he 
might oppofe his learning to the herefy of Felix, bifhop of Urgel in Catalonia ; 
who maintained, that Jefus Chrift, confidered in his human nature, could more 
properly be denominated the adoptive than the natural fon of God §. This herefy 
was condemned in the council of Francfort, held in 794, and confifting of 300 
bifhops. Such were the queftions which were agitated in that age, and which 
employed the attention, not only of cloyftered fcholars, but of the wifeft and 





greateft princes |; 
Eoraits fucceeded to his father, Offa, but furvived him only five months *; 
when he made way for Kenulph, a defcendant of the royal family. This prince 
waged war againft Kent; and taking Egbert, the King, prifoner, he cut off 
his hands, and put out his eyes ; leaving Cuthred, his own brother, in pofieflion : 
of the crown of that kingdom. Kenulph was killed in an infurreQion of the Eaft- 
Anglians, whofe crown his predeceffor, Offa, had ufurped. He left his fon, 
Kenelm, a minor; who was-murdered the fame year by his filter, Quendrade, 
who had entertained the ambitious views of affuming the government}. But 


* Higden, lib. 5. + Ingulph. p. 5. .W.Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 4. t Lib.1. cap. 4. 
|| Chron, Sax. p. 65. § Dupin. cent, 8. chap. 4. 
|. Offa, in order to proteét his country from Wales, drew a rampart or ditch of a hundred miles in 
length, from Bafinwerke in Flinthhire to the South-fea near Briftol. See Speed's Defription of Wales. 
* Ingulph. p. 6. + Inguiph. p. 7. Brompton, p. 776. 
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fhe was fupplanted by her uncle, Ceolulf,; who two years after, was dethroned 
by Beornulf. The reign of this ufurper, who was not of the royal family, was 
fhort and unfortunate: He was defeated by the Weft-Saxons, and killed by his 
own fubjects, the Eaft-Angles*, Ludican, his fucceffor, underwent the fame 
fate +; and Wiglaff, who mounted this unftable throne, and found every thing, 
in the utmoft confufion, could not withftand the fortune of Fgbert, who united. 


all the Saxon kingdoms into one great monarchy. 


The Kingdom of ESSE X. 


SB IS. kingdom made no great figure in the Heptarchy ; and the hiftory” of 

it. is very imperfect. Sleda fucceeded his father, Erkenwin, the founder 
Of the monarchy; and made way for his fon, Sebert, who, being nephew to 
Ethelbert, King of Kent, was perfuaded by that prince to embrace the chriftian 
religion {. His fons and conjunct fuceeflors, Sexted and Seward, relapfed into 
idolatry, and were foon after flain in a battle againft the Weft-Saxons. To thew 
the rude manner of living in that age, Bede tells us|], that thefe two kings ex- 
prefied a great defire to eat the white bread, diftributed by Mellitus, the bifhop,. 
at the communion §. But on his refufing them, unlefs they would fubmit to: be 
baptized, they expelled him their dominions. The other princes names, who 
reigned fucceffively in Effex,. are Sigebert the little, Sigebert the good, who re- 
ftored chriftianity, Swithelm, Sigheri, Offa. This laft prince, having made a. 
vow of chaftity, notwithftanding his marriage with Kenefwitha, a Mercian prin- 
cefs, daughter to Penda, went in pilgrimage to Rome, and fhut himfelf up 
during the reft of his life in a cloyfter. Selred, his fucceffor, reigned thirty - 
eight years ; and was the laft of the royal line: The failure of which threw the 
kingdom into great confufion, and reduced it to dependance under Mercia 1... 
Switherd firft acquired the crown, and his death made way for Sigeric, who ended: 
his life in a pilgrimage to Rome. His fucceffor, Sigered,. unable to defend his. 
kingdom, fubmitted to the victorious arms of Egbert, 


The Kingdom of SUS SE X, 


as HE hiftory of this kingdom, the fmalleft in the Heptarchy, is ftill more 
imperfect than that of Effex. Ella, the founder of the monarchy, left 


* Ingulph, p. 7. + Ann. Beverl. p. 87. t Chron. Sax, Pi 24. | Lib. 2. 
cap. 5: §. H, Hunting. lib. 3. Brompton, p. 738, 743. Bede. + Malmef, lib. 1. 
cap. e ; 
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the crown to his fon, Ciffa, who is remarkable chiefly for his long reign of fe- 
yenty-fix years. During his time, the South-Saxons fell almoft into a “total de- 


pendance on the kingdom of Weflex sand we fcarce know the names of the: 
kings, who were poffefied of this titular fovereignty. Adelwalch, the laft of 


them, was fubdued in battle by Ceadwalla, King of Weflex, and was flain in the 


action ; leaving two infant fons, who, falling into the hand of the conqueror,. 


were murdered by him. The abbot of Redford oppofed the order for this barbarous 
execution ; but could prevail on Ceadwalla only to fufpend it, till they thould 
be baptized. Bercthum and Audhun, two noblemen of charaéter, refitted fome 
time the dominion of the Weft-Saxons ; but their oppofition ferved only to pro- 
long the miferies of their country ; and the fubduing this kingdom, was the frit 
ftep, which the Weft-Saxons made. towards a qiRE the fole monarchy of 
England *. 


The Kingdom of WES SE X. 


HE. kingdom of Weffex, which finally fwallowed up all the other Saxon 
{tates, met with great refiftance on its firft eftablifhment; and the 
Britains, who were now enured to arms,. yielded not tamely cheir pofief- 
fions to thefe invaders. Cerdic, the founder: of the monarchy, and his fon, 
Kenric, fought many fuccefsful, and fome unfuccefsful. battles, againft the na- 
tives ;. and the martial {pirit, common to all the Saxons, was by means of thefe 


hoftilities,. carried to the greateft height among this tribe. Ceaulin, the fon and: 


fucceffor of Kenric, who Began his- reign in-560, was even more ambitious and 
enterprizing, than his predeceffors; and by. waging continual war’ again{t the 
Britains, he added a.great part of the counties of Devon.and Someriee. ta.his 


other dominions, Carried away by the tide of fuccefs he invaded the other: 


Saxon ftates in his neighbourhood, and becoming: terrible to all, he provoked a 
general confederacy againft him. This alliance proved fuccefsful under the con- 
duct. of Ethelbert, King of Kent; and Ceaulin who-had loft the affections. of his 
own fubjects by his violent difpofition, and had now fallen. into contempt from: 
his. misfortunes, was expelled the throne +, and died in exile and mifery. Cui- 
chelme and Cuthwin, his fons, governed jointly the kingdom; till the expulfion 
of the latter in 591, and the death of the former in 593, made way for Cealric, . 


to whom fucceeded Ceobald in 593, by whofe death, which happened in 611,. 


Kynegils inherited the crown.. This prince embraced: chriftianity t, thro’ the 


* Brompton, p. 800, $. Chron; Sax. p. 22. t Higden, lib. 5: Chron. Sax. 
p. 15,. Ann, Beverl. p. gg. 


perfuafion 


Chap. I, 





Chap. I, 








38 HIS'T O-R’'Y:or EN'G L’A'N D. 
perfuafion of Ofwald, King of Northumberland, who had married his daughter, 
and who had attained a great afcendant in the heptarchy. Kenwalch next fuce- 
ceeded to the monarchy, and dying in 672, left the fucceffion fo much difputed, 
that Sexburga, his widow, a woman of great merit *, kept poffeffion of the go- 
vernment till her death, which happened two years after. Efcwin then peaceably 
acquired the crown ; and after a fhort reign of two years, made way for Kentwin, 
who governed ‘nine years. Ceodwalla, his fucceffor, mounted not the throne 
without oppofition; but proved a great prince, according to the ideas of thofe 
times; that is, he was enterprizing, warlike, and fuccefsful. He fubdued en- 
tirely the kingdom of Suffex, and annexed it to his own dominions. He made 
deep impreffions upon Kent; but met with refiftance from Widred, the King, 
who proved fuccefsful againft Mollo, brother to Ceodwalla, and flew him in a 
fkirmifh +. Ceodwalla at Jaft, tired with wars and bloodfhed, was feized with 
a fir of devotion; beftowed feveral endowments on the church, and made a pil- 
erimage to Rome, where he received baptifm, and died in 689 {. Ina, his fuc- 
ceffor, inherited the military virtues of Ceodwalla, and added to them the more 
valuable ones of juftice, policy, and prudence ||. He made war upon the Bri- 
tains in Somerfet; and having finally fubdued that province, he treated the van- 
quifhed with an humanity, hitherto unknown to the Saxon conquerors. . He al- 
lowed the proprietors to retain poffeffion of their lands §, encouraged marriages 
and alliances between them and his antient fubjects |, and gave them the privi- 
lege of being governed by the fame laws. Thefe laws he augmented and afcer- 
tained * ; and though he was difturbed by fome infurrections at home, ‘his long 
reign of thirty-feven years may be regarded as one of the moft glorious and moft 
profperous of the heptarchy. In the decline of his age, he made a pilgrimage to 
Rome; and on his return home, he fhut himfelf up in-a cloyfter, wheré he 
died +. cre” 3 
Tuo” the Kings of Weffex had always been princes of the blood, defcended 
from Cerdic, the founder of the monarchy, the order of fucceffion had*been far 
from exact; and a more remote prince had often found means to mount the 
throne, in preference to one defcended from a nearer branch of the royal family.” 
Ina, therefore, having no children of his own, and lying much under the in- 


* Bede, lib. 4. cap.12. Chron. Sax. p, at. + H, Hunting. 1b. 4. Brompton, p. 757. 
t Bede, lib. 5. cap.7. W.Malmef. lib. 1, cap. 2. Ethelwerd, lib, 2. cap. 10. M. Welt. 
p. 128. Chron, Sax. p-46. || W. Malme!. lib. 1. cap. z. 


§ Vita Adelhelm. p. 32. See alfo LL Inez, § 24. Wilkins, p. 18. 

- Concil. Mag, Brit. tom. 1. p. 74. * Wilkins, p. 14. 

+ Bede, lib. 5, cap.7. -Chron. Sax, p. §2. Higden, lib. 5. W. Malm. lib. 1. cap. 2. H, 
Haunting. lib, 4. M. Weft. p. 135. | 
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fluence of Ethelburga, his Queen, left by will the fucceffion to Adelard, her 
brother, who was his remote kinfman*: But chis deftination took not place 
without fome difficulty. Ofwald, a prince more nearly allied to the crown, took 
arms againft Adelard +; but he being fuppreffed, and dying foon after, the title 
of Adelard was not any farther difputed ; and in the year 741, he was fucceeded 
by his coufin, Cudred f=. The reign of this prince was diftinguifhed by a great 
victory, which he obtained, by the means of Edelhun, his general, over Ethel- 
bald, King of Mercia. His death made way for Sigebert, his kinfman, who 


governed fo ill, that his people rofe in an infurrection, and dethroned him 6, 


crowning Cenulph in his ftead. The exiled prince found a refuge with duke 
Cumbran,. governor of Hampfhire ; who, that he might add to his other kind- 
nefs towards Sigebert, gave him many falutary counfels for his future conduét, 
accompanied with fome reprehenfions for the paft. But thefe were fo much re- 
fented by the ungrateful prince, that he confpired againft the life of his protector, 
and treacheroufly murdered him. After this infamous action,. he was forfaken by 
every body; and fkulking about in the wilds and forefts, was at laft difcovered 
by a fervant of Cumbran, who inftantly took revenge upon him for the death of 
his mafter 1, 

CrnuLpu, who had obtained the crown on the expulfion of Sigebert, was for- 
tunate. in many expeditions againft the Britains of Cornwal ; but afterwards loft 
fome reputation by his ill fucceffes againft Offa, King of Mercia*. Kynchard. 
alfo, brother to the depofed Sigebert, gave him difturbance ; and tho’ expelled the 
kingdom, he hovered on the frontiers, and waited an opportunity of attacking his 
rival. ‘The King had an intrigue with a young woman, who lived at Merton in 
Surrey +; whither having fecretly retired, he was on a fudden invironed, in the 
night-time, by Kynehard and his followers, and after making a vigorous refiftances 
was murdered, with all his attendants. The people and nobility of the neighbour- 
hood, rifing next day in arms, took revenge on Kynehard for the flaughter of their 
King, and put every one to the fword, who had been engaged in that criminal en- 
terprize}. This event happened in 784. 

BritHric next obtained poffeffion of the government, tho’ very remotely de- 
fcended from the royal family ; but enjoyed not that dignity without inquietude.. 
Eoppa, nephew to King Ina, by his brother Ingild, who died before that prince,; 


* W. Malmef. lib. r. cap. 2. + Brompton, p: 768. t Chron. Sax. p. 55. 

| Brompton, p. 769. Chron. Sax. p. 6. §.W. Malmef, lib. 1. cap..z. Brompton, 
p. 770. Chron. Sax. p. 56. + Higden, lib. 5. W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 2. 

* W. Malmef. lib, t. cap, 2. + Flor. Wigorn, p..576. Chron, Sax. p. 57, 63. 


{ Flor. Wigorn, p. §76. Hoveden, p. 409. 
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begot -Eata, father to Alchmond, from whom fprung Egbert *, a young prince 
of the moft promifing hopes, who gave great jealoufy to Brithric, the prefent 
King, both becaufe he feemed by his birth better intitled to the crown, and be- 
caufe he had acquired, to an eminent degree, the affections of the people. Eg- 
bert, fenfible of his danger from the fufpicions of Brithric, withdrew fecretly into 
France +; where he was well received by Charlemagne, the prefent monarch. 
By living in the -court, and ferving in the armies of that prince, the moft able 
and moft generous who had appeared in Europe during feveral ages, he acquired 


thofe accomplifhments, which afterwards enabled him to make fuch a fhining 
figure on the ‘throne ; and familiarizing himfelf to the manners of the French, 


who, as Malmefbury obferves [, were eminent both for valour and civility, above 
all the weftern nations, he learned to polifh the rudenefs and barbarity of the 
Saxon charaéter : And his early misfortunes proved thus of infinite advantage to 


‘him. 


It was not long before Egbert had opportunities of difplaying his natural and 


acquired talents. Brithric, King of Weffex, had married Eadburga, natural 


daughter || of Offa, King of Mercia, a profligate woman, equally infamous for 


cruelty and for incontinence. Having great influence over her hufband, fhe 
often incited ,jhim to deftroy fuch of the nobility as were obnoxious to her ; and 


where this expedient failed her, fhe fcrupled not being herfelf active in trairerous 
attempts upon their life. She had mixed a cup of poifon for a young nobleman, 
who had acquired her hufband’s friendfhip, and had on that account become the 
obje&t of her jealoufy: But unfortunately, the King drank of the fatal cup along 
with his favourite, and foon after expired §. This event, joined to her other 
cfimes, rendered Eadburga fo odious, that fhe was obliged to fly into France ; 
whence Egbert was at the fame time recalled by the nobility, in order to afcend 
the throne of his anceftors |. He attained that dignity in the laft year of the 
eighth century. | 

In all the kingdoms of the heptarchy, an exact rule of fucceffion was either un- 
known -or not ftrictly obferved ; and thence the reigning prince was continually 
agitated with jealoufy againft all the princes of the blood, whom he ftill confi- 
dered as rivals, and whofe death alone could give him entire fecurity in his poi- 
feffion of the throne. From this fatal caufe, together with the admiration of the 
monaftic life, and the opinion of merit, attending the prefervation of chaftity 


* Chron. Sax. p. 16. + H. Hunting, lib. 4:. t Lib. 2. cap. 41. 
| Brompton, p. 749, 750. W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap, 2. H. Hunting, lib. 4. 


§ Higden, lib. 5. M, Weft. p. 152. Affer. in vita Alfredi, p. 3. ex edit. Camdeni, 
4 Chron, Sax. A. D. 800, Brompton, p. 801, | 
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even in a married ftate, the royal families had been entirely extinguithed in all the 
kingdoms except that of Weffex ;: and the emulations, fufpicions, and confpira- 
cies, which had formerly been confined to the princes of the blood alone, were 
now diffufed among all the nobility in the feveral Saxon ftates. Eebert was the 
fole defcendant of thofe firft conquerors who fubdued Britain, and who enhanced 
their authority by claiming a pedigree from. Woden, the fupreme divinity of their 
anceftors. But that prince, tho’ invited by this favourable circuinftance to make 
attempts on the neighbouring Saxons, gave them for fome time no difturbance, 
and rather chofe. to turn his arms againit the Britains in Cornwal, whom he de- 
feated in feveral battles *. He was recalled from the conquelt of that country 
by an inroad made into his dominions by Bernulf, King of Mercia, 


Tue Mercians, before the acceffion of Egbert, had very nearly attained the 
abfolute favereignty over the heptarchy: They had reduced the Eait-A ngles un- 
der fubjection, and eftablifhed tributary princes in the Kingdoms of Kent and 
Effex. Northumberland was involved in anarchy; and no ftate of any confe- 
quence remained but that of Weflex, which, much inferior in extent to Mercia, 
was fupported by the great qualities of its fovereign alone, Eebert led his army 
again{t the. invaders; and encountering them at Ellandun in Wiltthire, -ob- 
ained a complete victory, and -by the flaughter.executed on them in their 


flight, gave a mortal biow to the power of the Mercians, Whilft he himfelf, 
in profecution of his victory, entered their country on the fide of Oxfordhhire, and 
threatened the heart of their dominions; he fent an army into Kent, commanded 


by Ethelwolph, his eldeft fon+,; and expelling Baldred, the tributary King, foon 


made himfelf matter of that country. The kingdom of Effex was conquered 
with equal facility ; and the Eaft-Angles, from their hatred to the Mercian go- 


vernment, which had been eftablifhed over them by treachery and violence, and 
probably exerciied with tyranny, immediately rofe in arms, and craved the pro- 
tection of Egbert [. Bernulf, the Mercian King, who marched again{t them, 
was defeated and flain; and two years after, Ludecan, his fucceffor, met with 
the fame fate. Thefe infurrections and ‘calamities facilitated the enterprizes of 
Egbert, who advanced into the heart of the Mercian territories, and made eafy 
conquefis over a difheartened and divided people. .In order to engage them 
more. éafily to fubmiffion, he allowed. Wiglef, their countryman,.to retain the 
title of King, whilft he himfelf exercifed the real powers of fovereignty. |). 
The anarchy, which prevailed in Northumberland, tempted him to carry ftill 


* Chron. Sax. p. 69. + Ethelwerd, lib. 3. cap. 2, 
-~ Ethelwerd, lib. 3° Cap. 3 Ingulph; P. 7; 8, [c, 
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farther his victorious arms; and the inhabitants, unable to refift his power, and 
defirous of poffeffing fome eftablithed form of government, were forward, on his 
firft appearance, to fend deputies, who fubmitted to his authority, and exprefied 
their allegiance. to him as their fovereign. Egbert, however, ftill allowed to 
Northumberland, as he had done to Mercia and Eaft-Anglia, the power of elect- 
ing a King, who paid him tribute, and was dependant on him. 

Tus were united all the kingdoms of the heptarchy in one great ftate, near 
four hundred years after the firft arrival of the Saxons in Britain ; and the for- 
tunate arms and prudent policy of Egbert at laft effectuated what had been fo 
often attempted in vain by fo many princes *.. Kent, Northumberland, and 
Mercia, which had fucceffively afpired to general dominion, were now incorpo- 
and the other fubordinate kingdoms feemed willingly to 
fhare the fame fate. His territories were nearly of the fame extent with what is 
now properly denominated England ; and a favourable profpeét was afforded the 
Anglo-Saxons, of eftablifhing a civilized monarchy, poffeffed of tranquillity 
within itfelf, and fecure againft foreign invafion. This great event happened in 
the year 827 T. 

Tug Saxons, tho? they had been fo long fettled in the ifland, feem not as yet 
to have been much improved beyond«cheir German anceftors, either in arts, cri- 
vility, knowledge, humanity, juftice, or obedience to the laws. Even Chriftia- 
nity, tho’, among other advantages, it opened the way to connexions between them 
and the more polifhed ftates of Europe, had not hitherto been very effectual, in ba- 
nifhing their ignorance, or foftening their barbarous manners. As they received 
that doétrine thro’ the corrupted channels of Rome, which had ftrongly tinctured 
the original purity of the Chriftian faith, it carried along with it a great mixture 
of credulity and fuperftition, equally deftructive to the underftanding and to mo- 
rals, The reverence towards faints and reliques feems to have almoft fupplanted 


rated in his empire; 


the adoration of the Supreme Being : Monaftic obfervances were efteemed more 


meritorious than the aétive virtues: The knowledge of natural caules was ne- 
elected from the univerfal belief of miraculous interpofitions and judgments : 
Bounty to the church atoned for all violences acainft fociety ; And the remorfes 
for cruelty, murder, treachery, affafination, and the more robuft vices, were 
appeafed, not by amendment of life, but by penances, fervility to the monks, 


and an abjeét and illiberal devotion {. ‘The reverence for the clergy had mount- 
ed 


* Chron. Sax. p.7% + Ibid. 
{ Thefe abufes were common to all the European churches ; but the priefts in Ftaly, Spain, and 
Gaul, made fome atonement for them by other advantages, which they rendered feciety.. For feveral 
: ages, 
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ed fo high, that wherever a perfon appeared in a facerdotal habit, tho’ on the 
high-way, the people flocked around him; and fhowing him all marks of pro- 
found refpect, received every word he uttered as the moft facred oracles *. Even 
the military virtues, fo inherent in all the Saxon tribes, began to be neglected ; 
and the nobility, preferring the fecurity and floth of the cloyfter to the tumults 
and glory of war, valued themfelves chiefly on the endowment of monatteries, 
of which they affumed the government +. The crown too, being extremely 
;mpoverifhed by continual bencfactions to the church, to which the fiates of the 
kingdom weakly confented, could beftow no rewards on valour or military fer- 
vices, and retained not even fufficient influence to fupport the government f. 


ANOTHER inconvenience, which attended this corrupt fpecies of Chriftianity, 
was the fuperftitious attachment to Rome, and the gradual fubjection of the king- 
dom to a foreign jurifdiction. The Britains had never acknowledged any fubor- 
dination to the. Roman pontiff, and had conducted all ecclefiaftical government by 
their domeftic fynods and councils |j: But the Saxons, receiving their religion 
from Roman monks, were taught at the fame time a profound reverence to that 
fee, and were naturally led to regard it as the capital of their religion, Pilgrim- 
ages to Rome were reprefented as the moft meritorious acts of devotion. Not 
only noblemen and ladies of rank undertook this tedious journey §; but Kings 
themfelves, abdicating their crowns, fought for a fecure paflport to heaven atthe 
feet of the Roman pontiff. New reliques, continually fent from that endlefs 
mint of fuperftition, and magnified by the lying miracles, invented in convents, 
operated on the aftonifhed Binds of the multitude: And every prince attained 
the eulogies of the monks, the only hiftorians of thofe ages, not in proportion to 
his civil and military virtues, bug to his devoted attachment towards their order, 
and his fuperftitious reverence for Rome. 


Tue fovereign pontiff, encouraged by this blindnefs and fubmiflive difpofition 
of the people, <b every day in his enterprizes on the independance of the 
Englifh churches. Wilfrid, bifhop of Lindisferne, the fole prelate of the North- 
umbrian kingdom, gave the finifhing ftroke to this fubjection in the eighth cen- 
tury, by his making an appeal to Rome againit the décikigns of an Englith fy- 


ages, they were almoft all Romans, or, in other words, the antient natives ; and they preferved the 
Roman language and laws, with fome remains of the former civility. But the priefts in the heptarchy, 
after the firft miffionaries, were wholly Saxon, and almoft as ignorant and barbarous as the 


1 
ia 


ity. 
They contributed, therefore, little to the improvement of the fociety in knowledge or the arts. 
* Bede, lib. 3, cap. 26. + Bede, lib. 5. cap. 23. Epiltola Bedz ad Egbert. 
{ Bede Epift. ad Egbert. { Append. to Bede, numb, 10, ex edit, 1722, Spelm, Conc. 
p. 108, 109. § Bede, lib. 5. cap. 7. , 
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nod, which had abridged his diogefe by the erection of fome new bifhoprics *. 
Agatho, the Pope, readily embraced this precedent of an appeal to his court; 
and Wilfrid, though the haughtieft and moft luxurious prelate of his age +, ha- 
ving obtained with the people the character of fanctity, finally prevailed in the 
contceft. The great topic, by which he confounded the imaginations of men, 
was, that St. Peter, to whofe cuftody the keys of heaven were entrufted, would 
certainly refufe admittance to every one who had been wanting in refpeét to his 
fucceffor. This conceit, well calculated for vulgar conceptions, had a powerful 
operation on the people during feveral ages; and has not even at prefent loft all 
‘influence in the catholic countries. 

Hap this abje&t fuperftition produced general peace and tranquillity, it had 
made fome atonement for the ills attending it ; but, added to the ufual avidity of 
men for power and riches, it. engendered frivolous controverfies in theology, 
which were fo much the more fatal, as they admitted not, like the others, of any 
final determination from eftablifhed poffeflion. The difputes, excited in Britain, 
were of the moft ridiculous kind, and entirely worthy of thofe ignorant and bar- 
barous ages. ‘There were fome intricacies, obferved by all the Chriftian church- . 
es, in adjufting the day of keeping Eafter; which depended on a complicated 
confideration of the courfe of the fun and moon: And it happened that the mif- 
‘fionaries, who had converted the Scots and Britains,. had followed a different ca- 
Jendar from what was obferved at Rome in the age when Auguftine converted the 
Saxons. The priefts alfo of all the Chriftian churches were accuftomed to fhave 
part of their head; but the form given to this tonfure, was different in the for- 
mer from what was practifed inthe latter. The Scots and Britains pleaded the 
antiquity of heir ufages: The Romans, and their difciples, the Saxons, infifted 
on the univerfality of ¢heirs, ‘That Eafter muft neceflarily be kept by a rule, 
which comprehended both the day of the year, and age of the moon, was agreed 
by all; that the fhaving of a prieft could not be omitted without the utmoft im- 
piety, was a point undifputed: But the Romans and Saxons called their anta- 
gonifts fchifmatics ; becaufe they celebrated Eafter on the very day of the full 
moon in March, if that day fell on a Sunday, inftead of waiting till the Sunday 
following ; and becaufe they fhaved their whole forehead from ear to ear, inftead 
of making that tonfure on the crown of the head, and ina circular form. In 
order to render their antagonifts odious, they affirmed, that once in feven years. 
they concurred with the Jews in the time of celebrating that feftival {: And that 


* See Appendix to Bede, numb. ry. Higden, lib. 5. Matth. Weft. p. 124. Brompton, p. 793, 
"OA, + Eddius vita Vilfr..§ 24, 60. { Bede, lib, 2. cap. 19, | 
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they might recommend their own form of tonfure, they maintained, that it imi: 
tated fymbolicaily the crown of thotus worn by our Saviour in his paffion ; where- 


as the latter was invented by Simon Magus, without any regard to that confide- 


tween the Britifh and Romifh priefts, chat, inftead of concurring in their endea- 
vours to convert the idolatrous Saxons, they refufed all communion together, 


ration *. ‘Ehefe controverfies had f:0m the beginning excited {uch animofity be- 


7 ~~. ang —s, 1 YBrr OK : af ‘ Aare. fo ryt ‘7 > f 
and each regarded his Opponent as no better than a Pagan +.’ The difpute lafted 
. | oe - s ic he 


. ~ 


more than a century; and was at laft fintfhed; not by Mens perceiving the folly 
of it, which would have béen too great an effort for human reafon to accom- 
plith, but by the entire victory of the Romifh ritual over the Scots and Bri- 
tih f. Wilfrid, bifhop of Lindisferne, acquired great merit, both with the 
court of Rome and with all the fouthera Saxons, by expelling the quartodeciman 
ichifm, as it was called, from the Northumbrian kingdom, into which the neigh- 
bourhood of the Scots had formerly introduced it |}. 

Uneopore, archbifhop of Canterbury, called, in the year 680, a fynod at 
Hatfield, confifting of all the bifhops in Britain § ; where was accepted and rati- 
fied the decree of the Lateran council, fummoned by Martin the firft again{t the 


> 


herefy of the Monothelites. The council and fynod maintained, in oppofition to: 
fe 
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steal 
perion; yet had they ftill different inclinations, wills, a¢ts, and f ntiments, and 
that the unity of the perfon implied not any unity in the confcioufnefs 1. This 
Opinion it feems fomewhat difficult to. comprehend; and no one, unacquainted 
with the ecclefiaftical hiftory of thofe ages, could imagine the height of zeal and 
violence with which it was then inculcated. The decree of the Lateran council 
calls the Monothelites impious, execrable, wicked, abominable, and even dia- 
bolical ; and curfes and anathematizes them to al! eternity *. 

Tue Saxons, from the firft introduction of Chriftianity among them, had ad- 
mitted the ufe of images; and perhaps, Chriftianity, without fome of thofe ex- 
terior ornaments, had not made fo quick a progrefs with thefe idolaters : But they: 
had not paid any fpecies of worthip or addrefs to images; and this abufe never 
prevailed among Chriflians, till it received the fanction of the fecond council of 
Nice, 


* Bede, lib. 5. cap..21. Eddius, § 24. + Bede, lib..z. cap. 2, 4, 20. Eddius, § 12. 
t Bede, lib. 5, cap, 16, 22. | Bede, lib. 3. cap 25. Eddins, § 12. 
§ Spell. Cone. vol. i, p. 168. + Spell. Cenc. vol. i. p71, 
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fae kingdoms of the Heptarchy, tho’ united by fo recent a conquett, 
feemed be ftrongly cemented into one ftate under Egbert; and the in- 
habitants of the feveral provinces had loft all defire of revolting from that con- 
gueror, or of reftoring their independant governments. Their language was 
every where nearly the fame; their cuftoms, laws, inftitutions civil and religious ; 
and as the race of their antient kings was totally extinét in all their fubjected 
ftates, the people readily transferred their allegiance to a prince, who feemed to 
merit it by the fplendor of his victories, the vigour of his adminiftration, and 
the fuperior nobility of his birth. ~ An union alfo in government opened to them 
the agreeable profpect of future tranquillity ; and it appeared more probable, that 
they would thenceforth become terrible to their neighbours, than be expofed to 
their inroads and devaftations. But thefe flattering views were foon overcaft by 
the appearance of the Danes, who, during fome centuries, kept the Anglo-Saxons 
in perpetual inquietude, committed the moft -barbarous ravages upon them, and 
at laft reduced them to the moft grievous fervitude, 


Tue emperor Charlemagne, tho’ naturally generous and humane, had been 
induced by bigotry to exercife great feverities againft the pagan Saxons in Ger- 
many, whom he fubdued; and befides often ravaging their country by fire and 
fword, he had in cold blood decimated all the inhabitants for their revolts, and 
had obliged them, by the moft rigorous edicts, to make a feeming compliance 
with the chriftian doétrine. That religion, which had eafily made its way 
among the Britifh Saxons by infinuation and addrefs, appeared fhocking to their 
German brethren, when impofed on them by the violence of Charlemagne; and 
the moft generous and warlike of thefe pagans had fled northward into Jutland, 
in order to efcape the fury of his perfecutions. Mecting there with a people of 
fimilar manners, they were readily received among thems; and they foon ftimu- 


lated 
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lated the natives to concur in enterprizes, which both promifed revenge on the 
haughty conquerors, and afforded fubfaftence to thofe numerous inhabitants, with 
which the northern countries were now overburthened *. They invaded the 
provinces of France, which were expofed by the degeneracy and diflenfions of 
Charlemagnhe’s pofterity ; and being known there under the general name of Nor- 
mans, which they received from their northern fituation, they became the terror 
of all the maritime and even of the inland countries. They were alfo ie to 
vifit England in their frequent excurfions ; and being able by fudden inroads to 
make great progrefs over a people, who were not defended by any naval force, 
who had relaxed their military inftitutions, and who were funk into a fuperftition, 
which had become odious to the Danes and antient Saxons, they made no dif- 
tinction in their hoftilities between the French and Engfifh kingdoms. Their 
firft appearance in this ifland was in the year 787, when Brithric reigned 
Weffex. A fmall body of them landed in that kingdom, with a view of learning 
the ftate of the country; and when the magiftrate of the place queftioned them 
concerning the reafon of their enterprize, and cited them to appear before the 
king, and account for their intentions, they killed him, and flying to their fhips, 
efcaped into their “er country. The next alarm was given to Northumber- 
Jand in the year 794 +; when a body of thefe pyrates pillaged a monaftery ; 
but their thips being much damaged by a ftorm, and their leader flain in a fkir- 
mifh, they were at “Jatt defeated by the inhabitants, and the remainder of them 
put to the fword. Five years after Egbert had eftablifhed his monarchy over 
England, the Danes landed in the Ifle of Shepey, and having pillaged it, efcaped 
with impunity |. They were not fo fortunate in their next year’s enterprize, 
when they difembarked from thirty-five fhips, and were encountered by Egbert, 
at Charmouth in Dorfetfhire. The battle was bloody; but tho” the Bases loft 
great numbers, they maintained the poft, which they had taken, and made good 
their retreat to their fhips §. Having learned by experience that they mult expect 
a vigorous refiftance from this warlike prince, they entered into an alliance with the 
Stains of Cornwal; and landing two years. after in that country, made an inroad, 
with their confederates into the county of Devon; but were met at Hengefdown by 
Egbert, and totally defeated |. While England remained in this ftate of inquietude,, 
and defended itfelf more by temporary expadienel than by any regular plan of ad- 
-miniftration, Egbert, who alone was capable of providing effectually againft this 
new evil, unfortunately died; and left the government to. his fon, Ethelwolf. 


+ Chron, Sax. p. 64. + Chron. Sax. p. 66. Alur. 


* Ypod. Neuftria, p. 414. Cl S 
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Beverl. p. 108, | Chron. Sax, p. 72. Matth. Weit. p. 155. 


Ethelwerd, lib, 3. cap. 22 Matth. Weil. p. 155. 4. Chron, Sax.. p. 72. 
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“HIS prince had neither the abilities nor vigour of his father; and was better 
qualified for governing a convent than a kingdom *. He began his reign 
with dividing his dominions, and delivering over to his eldeft fon, Athelftan, the 
new conquered provinces of Effex, Kent and Suffex +. But no inconveniencies 
feem to have arifen from this partition; as the continual terror of the Danifh in- 
vafions prevented all domeftic diffenfion. A fleet of thefe ravagers, confifting 
of thirty-three fail, appeared at Southampton; but were repulfed with great lofs 
by Wolfhere, governor of the neighbouring county ~. The fame year Aethel- 
helm, affifted by the inhabitants of Dorfetfhire, routed another band which had 
difembarked at Portfmouth; but he obtained the victory after a furious en- 
gagement, and he bought it with the lofs of his life |. Next year, the Danes 
made feveral inroads into England; and fought battles, or rather fkirmifhes, in 
Fait-Anglia and Lindefey and Kent; where, tho’ they were fometimes repulfed 
and defeated, they always obtained their end of committing fpoil upon the 
country, and carrying off their booty. They avoided coming to a general en- 
gagement, which was not fuited to their plan of operations. ‘Théir veffels were 
mall, and ran eafily up the creeks and rivers ; where they drew them afhore, and 
having formed an intrenchment around them, which they guarded with part of 
their number, they fcattered themfelves every where, and carrying off the inha- 
bitants, and cattle, and goods, they haftened to their fhips, and fuddenly difap- 
peared. If the military force of the county was affembled (for there was no time 
for troops to march from a diftance) the Danes either were able to repulfe them 








and to continue their ravages with impunity, or they betook themfelves to 


their veffels; and fetting fail, invaded fuddenly fome diftant quarter, which was 
not prepared for their reception. Every part of England was held in continual 

alarm ; and the inhabitants of one county dared not to give affiftance to thofe of 
another, left their own family and property fhould in the mean time be expofed 

by their abfence to the fury of thefe barbarous ravagers §. All orders of men 

were involved in this ruin; and the priefts and monks, who had been commonly 

{pared in the domeftic quarrels of the Ffeptarchy, were the chief objects on which 

the Danifh idolaters exercifed their rage and animoficy |. Every feafon of the 

year was dingerous ; and no man could efteem himfelf a moment in fafety, be- 

caule of the abfence of the enemy. 


* W. Malm. lib. 2. cap, 2. +. W. Malm. lib, 2. cap, 2. Ethelwerd, lib. 3. Cap. 3. 
t Chron, Sax. Dp. 7 3e Ethelwerd, lib, 3% Cap. Ze Marth: Wett. Pp: rs5. 
| Chron, Sax. p.73, H. Hane. lib, os § Matth. Welt. 154, 4 Alured Beverl, p. 108. 
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Tarse incurfions had now become almoft annual; when the Danes, encou- 
raged by their fucceffes againft France as well as England (for both kingdoms 
were alike expofed to this dreadful calamity) invaded the laft in fo numerous a 
body, as feemed to threaten it with univerfal fubjection. But the Englifh, more 
military than the Britains, whom, a few centuries before, they had treated with like 
violence, rouzed themfelves with a vigour proportioned to the exigency. Ceorle, 
governor of Devonthire, fought a battle with one body of the Danes at Wigan- 
burgh *, and put them to rout with great flaughter. King Athelftan attacked 
another at fea near Sandwich, funk nine of their fhips, and put the reft to flight +. 
A body of them, however, ventured, for the firft time, to take up winter quar- 
ters in England; and receiving in the {pring a ftrong reinforcement of their 
countrymen in 350 veflels, they advanced from the Ifle of Thanet, where they 
had ftationed themfelves; burnt the cities of London ¢ and Canterbury ; and 
having put to flight Brichtric, who now governed Mercia, under the title of King, 
they marched into the heart of Surrey, and laid every place wafte around them |. 
Ethelwolf, excited by the urgency of the danger, marched againft them, at the 
head of the Weft-Saxons; and carrying with him his fecond fon, Ethelbald, 
gave them battle at Okeley, and gained a very bloody victory over them §. This 
advantage procured but a fhort refpite to the Englifh, The Danes ftill maintained 
their fettlement in the Ifle of Thanet; and being attacked by Ealher and Huda, 
governors of Kent and Surrey, tho’ defeated in the beginning of the action, they 
finally repulfed the affailants, and killed both the governors{. They removed 
thence to the Ifle of Shepey ; where they took up their winter quarters, chat 
they might extend farther their devaftation and ravages. 


Turis unfettled ftate of England hindered not Ethelwolf from making a pil- 
srimage to Rome; whither he carried his fourth, and favourite fon, Alfred, then 
only fix years of age *. He paffed there a twelvemonth in exercifes of devotion ; 
and failed not in that moft effential part of devotion, liberality to the church of 
Rome. Befides giving prefents to the moft diftinguifhed ecclefiaftics; he made 
a perpetual grant of three hundred mancufes + a year to that fee - one third to 
fupport the lamps of St. Peters, another thofe of St. Pauls, and a third to the 


* H. Hunt. lib. 3. Ethelwerd, lib. 3. cap. 3. Simeon Danelm. p. 120. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 74. Afferius, p. 2. + W. Malm. Ib. 2. cap, 2. 

| Matth. Weft. p. 157. § Chron. Sax. p. 75. Afferius, p. z. 

4. Chron. Sax. p.76. Afferius, p. 2. Simeon Dun. p. 120, 

* Afferius, p. 2. Chron. Sax. p. 76. H. Hunt. lib. 5. 

4 A mancus was about the weight of our prefent half crown: See Syellman’s Gloflary, in 
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Chap. I. pope Limfelf *. In his return home, he married Judith, daughter to the em- 
peror, Charles the Bald + but on his landing in England, he met with an oppo- 
fition, which he little looked for. 

His eldeft fon, Athelftan, being dead; Ethelbald, the fecond, who had af- 
fumed the government, formed, in conjunétion with many of the nobles, the 
project of excluding his father from a throne, which his weaknefs and fuper- 
fition feem to have rendered him fo ill qualified to fill {. . The people were di- 
vided between the two princes ; and a bloody civil war, joined to all the other 
calamities under which the Englifh laboured, appeared unavowdable ; when 
Ethelwold had the facility to yield to the greateft part. of his-fon’s pretenfions |}. 

Je made with him a partition of the kingdom ; and taking to himfelf the 
eaftern part, which was always at that time efteemed the’ leaft confiderable, as 
well as the mot expofed §, “he delivered over to Ethelbald the fovereignty 
of the weftern.. And immediately ‘after, he fummoned the ftates of the whole’ 
kingdom, and with the fame facility, conferred a:perpetual and very important- 
donation on the church. 

Tre ecclefiattics, in thofe days of ignorance, made very rapid advances in the: 
acquifition of power and grandeur 5. and inculcating the moft abfurd and moft: 
‘ntere(ted doctrines, tho’ they met fometimes, from the contrary interefts. of the 
laity, with an oppofition, which it required time and addrefs to overcome, they 
found no obftacle in their reafon or-underftanding. Not content with the dona- | a 
tions of land made them by the Saxon princes and nobles, and with the temporary , ‘ 
oblations from the devotion of the people, they had cafta-wifhful eye on: a valt 
revenue, which they claimed as belonging to them by a divine,. indefeizable and 
inherent title, However little verfed, in: the fcriptures, they had been able to: 
difcover, that the priefts, under the Jewith law,. poffefied a tenth of all the pro- 

- duce of land; and forgetting, what they themfelves taught, that the moral part 
only of that law was obligatory on chriftians, they infifted, that this donation 
was a perpetual property, conferred by heaven on thofe who officiated at the al- a 
tar. During fome centuries, the whole {cope of fermons and homilies was di- | 
rected to this purpofe ; and one would have imagined, from the general tenor of 
thefe difcourfes, that all the practical parts of chriftianity were comprehended in 
the exact and faithful payment of tythes to the clergy |. Encouraged by their 


* W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 2. + Afferius, p. z. Chron. Sax 6. H 
: ee : ~ pr.76; » Hunt lib. ¢. 
Ethelwerd, lib. 3 cap.3. Simeon Dunelm. p. 140. ae | ‘eb bd ) 
t W. Malm, lib. 2. cap, 2. || Flor. Wizorn. p. 58%, ; 


§ Afferius, p. 3. W., Malm, lib. 2. cap, 2. -Matth. Weft. p. 158. 
+ Padre Paolo, fopra beneficii ecclefialtici, p. 51, 52. Edit. Colon, 167s. “<4 
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faccefs in inculcating thefe do¢trines ; they ventured farther than they were war- 
ranted even by the Levitical law, and pretended to draw thetenth of all induftry, 
merchandize, wages of labourers, and pay of foldiers*; nay, fome canonifts 
went fo far as to affirm, that the clergy were entitled to the tythe of the profits, 
made by courtezans in the exercife of their profeffion +. Tho’ parifhes had been 
inftituted in England by Honorius, archbifhop of Canterbury, near two centuries 
before f, the ecclefiaftics had never yet been able to get poffeffion of the tythes ; 
and they therefore. feized the prefent favourable opportunity of making that ac- 
guifition ; when a weak, fuperftitious prince was on the throne, and when the 
people, difcouraged by their loffes from the Danes, and terrified with the fear of 
future invafions,. were fufceptible of any impreffion, which bore the appearance 
of religion, So meritorious was this conceffion deemed by the Englifh, that, truft- 
ing entirely to fupernatural saffiftances, they neglected the ordinary means of 
fafety ; and agreed, even in the prefent defperate extremity, that the revenue of 
the church fhould be exempted from all burthens, tho’ impofed for national de- 
fence and fecurity ||. 


rTHELBALD and ETAE Trea 


THELWOLE lived only two years after making this grant §; and by his 
will left England fhared between his two eldeft fons, Ethelbald and Ethel- 
bert ; the weft lying under the government of the former; the eaft under that of 
the latter {.. Ethelbald was a profligate prince; and marrying Judith, his mo- 
ther-in-law, gave great offence to the people * ; but moved by the remonftrances 
of Swithun, bifhop of Winchefter, he was at laft prevailed on to divorce her. 
His reign was fhort + and Ethelbert, his brother, fucceeding to the govern- 
ment, behaved himéfelf, during a five years reign, in a manner more worthy of 
his birth and ftation. The kingdom, however, was ftill infefted by the Danes, 
who made an inroad and facked Winchefter $=; but were there defeated. 
A body alfo, of thefe pirates, who were quartered on the ifle of Thanet, having, 
deceived the Englith by a treaty, unexpectedly broke into Kent, and committed 
ereat outrages |. | | 


_* Spell. Conc. vol. i. p. 268. + Padre Paolo, p. 132- t Parker, p. 77. 

| Afferius, p.2... Chron, Sax, p. 76. .W.Malm, lib. 2. cap. 2. Ethelwerd, lib.3. cap. ¢. 
M. Weit. p. 158. Ingalf, p.17- Ann. Beverl. p. 95. § Chron. Sax. p.76. Affer. p. 4. 

| H. Hunt. dib.-5. * W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 3. Ingulf, p. 17. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 77. + W. Malm. lib, z. cap. 3. _Ethelwerd, lib. 4. cap. 1- 


Ann, Beverl. p. 95. ~ Chron, Sax, p. 78. . 
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THELBERT was fueceeded: by his brother, Ethered, who, tho’ he de- 

fended himfelf with bravery, enjoyed, during his whole reign, no tranquillity. 
from thefe Danifh irruptions. His younger brother, Alfred, feconded him in alt 
his enterprizes ; and generoufly facrificed to the public good all refentment, which: 
he might entertain, on account of his being excluded. by Ethered from a largs 
patrimony, which had been lefe him by his father. . 

Tue firft landing of the Danes in the reign of Ethered was among the Eaft- 
Angles, who, more anxious for their prefent intereft than for the common 
fafety, entered into a feparate treaty with the enemy ; and furnifhed them with 
horfes, which enabled them to make an irruption by land into the kingdom of 
Northumberland *. They there feized the city of York ; and defended it againit 
Ofbricht, and Aélla, two Northumbrian princes, who perifhed in the affault 7. 
Encouraged by thefe fuccefles, and by the fuperiority, which they had acquired 
‘n arms, they now ventured, under the command of Hinguar and Hubba, their: 
chieftains, to: leave the fea-coaft,, and. penetrating into Mercia, they took up: 
their winter quarters at Nottingham, where they threatened the kingdom with-a. 
final fubjeCtion. The Mercians applied to Ethered for fuccour in this extremity 3. 
and that prince with his brother, Alfred, conducting a great army to Nottingham, 
obliged the enemy to diflodge from this poft, and to retreat into Northumbere . 
land {, Their reftlefs difpofition and their avidity for plunder allowed them. not 
to remain long in thefe quarters: They broke into Eaft-Anglia, defeated and took 
prifoner, Edmund, the King of that. country, whom they afterwards cruelly. 
murdered in cold blood || ; and committing the moft barbarous ravages on the 
people, particularly on the monatteries §, they gave the Eaft-Angles great caufe 
to repent of the. temporary relief, which they’ had obtained, by affifting the 
common enemy. 


Tue next ftation of the Danes was at Reading ;. whence they. infefted the - 
neighbouring country by their. incurfions |... The Mercians, defirous of fhaking 
off their dependance on Ethered *, refufed to join him with their forces; and 
that prince, attended by Alfred, was. obliged to march. againft the enemy, with. 


* Aler. p.s. Chron. Sax. p, 78. Ethelwerd, lib. 4. cap.1. Simeon Dunelm, py 141; 


+ Affer. p. 6. Chron, Sax. p. 79. H. Hunt. lib. 5, ~ t Ibid. - | Affer, p.-4s .. 
W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 3. H. Hunt, lib. 5. Maith. Weft. p. 164. Alur. Beverl. ps1oz. 


§ Chron. Sax. p. 80. Ingulf, Pp. 225 23.- 4 M,. Weft. p. 1655. 
*. W, Malmef. lib. 2. cap, 3; : | 
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the Welt-Saxons alone, his hereditary fubjects.. The Danes being defeated in an 
action, fhut themfelves up in their garrifon ;, but quickly making thence an irrup- 
tion, they routed the Weft-Saxons, and raifed the fiege. An action foon after enfued 
at Afton *, in Berkfhire, where the Englifh, in the beginning of the day, were 
in great danger of a total defeat. Alfred advancing with one divifion of the ar- 
my, was furrounded by the-enemy in difadvantageous ground; and Ethered, who 
was at that time hearing mafs, refufed to march to his affiftance, till the prayers 
fhould be finifhed +: But as he afterwards obtained the victory, this fuccefs, not 
the danger of Alfred, was afcribed by the monks to the piety of that monarch. 
This battle of Afton did not terminate the war: Another battle was a little after 
fought at Bafing; where the Danes were more fuccefsful £: and being reinforced 
by anew army from their own country, they became every day more terrible to 
the Englifh, Amidft thefe confufions, Ethered died of a wound, which ‘he had 
received in an aétion with the Danes; and left the inheritance of his cares and 
misfortunes, rather than of his grandeur, to his brother, Alfred, who was now 
twenty-two years of age. | 


A Be Re 


HIS prince gave very early prognoftics of thofe great virtues and fhining 
talents, by which, during the moft difficult times, he faved his country 
fom utter ruin and fubverfion. Ethelwolf,, his father, the year after his return 
with Alfred from Rome, had.again fent the young prince thither with a nume- 
rous retinue; and a-report being fpread of the king’s death ||, the Pope, Leo III. 
gave Alfred the royal unétion §; whether prognofticating his future greatnefs 
from the appearances of his pregnant genius, or willing to pretend, even in that 
age, to the right of conferring kingdoms. Alfred, on his return home, became 
every day more the objeét. of his father’s moft tender affections; but being in- 
dulged in all youthful pleafures, he was much neglected in his education; and he 
“had already reached his. twelfth year, when he was yet totally ignorant of the 
loweft elements of literature.. His genius was firft rouzed by the recital. of Saxon 
poems, in which the Queen took delight ; and this fpecies of. erudition, which 


- * Hearne’s notes to Spelman’s life of Alfred, p. 41. . Chron. Sax. ps 81.-Erhelwerd, lib. 4. cap. 4. - 


+ Affer, p. 7. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 3. Flor. Wigorn. p. 586, 587. Simeon Dunelm. p. 125. 
Brompton, ps 808. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p» 205. Alur. Beverl. p. 102. | 

{ Affer. p..7. Chron. Sax. p. 81. | Chron. Sax.:p.:77. §.Affer. pi:2. We 
Malm, lib. 2. .cap, .2.. Ingulf, p. 869, Simeon Dunelm. p, 120,139, Abbas Rieval. p, 352". Ann. 
Beverl, p. 99.. 
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jsable to make a confiderable progrefs even amongtt barbarians, expanded thofe 
noble and elevated fentinients, which he had received from nature *.. Encou- 

raged by the Queen, and ftimulated by his own ardent inclination, he foon 
jJearned to read thefe compofitions ; and proceeded thence to the knowledge of 
the Latin tongue, where he met with authors, that better prompted his heroic 
fpirit, and direéted his generous views. Abforbed inthefe elegant purfuits, his 
acceffion to royalty:was to him rather an object of regret than of triumph +; but 
being called to the throne, im preference to his brother’s.children, as well by the will 
of bis father, a circum ftance which had great authority with the Anglo-Saxons ff, 
as by the vows of the whole nation and the urgency of public affairs ||, he fhook 
off his literary indolence, and exerted himfelf, in the defence of. his people, He 


had f{carce buried his brother, when he was obliged to take the field, in order to 


oppofe the Danes, who had feized Wilton, and were exercifing their ufual ra- 
vages on the countries around: He marched againft them with the few troops, 
wick he could afflemble on a fudden; and giving them battle, gained at firft 
an advantage, but by his purfuing the victory too far, the fuperiority of the ene- 
my’s numbers prevailed, and recovered them the day §. Their lofs; however, 
in the action was fo confiderable, that, fearing Alfred would receive daily rein- 
forcements from his fubjeéts; they were contented to ftipulate for a fafe retreat, 
and promifed to depart the kingdom, For that purpofe, they were conducted 
. London, and allowed to take up their winter quarters there; but carelefs of 


the neighbouring county. Burrhed, King of Mercia, in whofe territories Lon- 
don was fituated, made a new oglation with them {, and engaged them, by 
prefents of money, to remove to Lindefey in Lincolnfhire { ; a country, which 
they had already reduced to ruin and defolation. Finding therefore no object in 
that place, either for their rapine or violence, they faddenly turned back upon 
Mercia, in a quarter where they expected to find it without defence; and fixing 
their ftation at Repton in Derbyfhire *, they laid the whole country defolate, 
with fire and fword. Burrhed, unable to withftand an enemy, whom no force 
could refift, and no treaties bind, abandoned his kingdom, and flying to Rome, 
#ook fhelter in a cloyfter +. He was brother: in-law to Alfred, and the laft who 
tei the title of king in Mercia. 


* Affer. p. 5. M. Weft. p. 167. Flor. Wigorn. p. 587. Sim. Dunelm. p. 122. 141. Bromp- 
ton, p. 814. + Affer. p. rE z Affer. p- 22. Simeon Dan, p- 121. 

| Simeon Dunelm. p. 127. § Affer.p. 8. Chron. Sax. p. 8z. H. Hunt. ib. 5. Ethel- 
werd, lib. 4. cap. 3. _ 4 Affer. p. 8. H. Hunt, lib. 5. ~ M. Weft. p. 168. 

* Aflér, ppd. + Affer. p. 8. Chron. Sax. p.82. Ethelwerd, lib. 4..cap. 4. Flor. 
Wigorn. p. 589. Simeon Dunelm. p. 127. Ann. Beverl. p. 96. 2 
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Tae Welt. Saxons were now the only remaining power in England; and tho’ 
fupported by the vigour and abilities of Alfred, they were unable to fuftain the 
efforts of thofe ravagers, who from all quarters invaded them. A new fwarm of 
Danes came over this year under three princes, Guthrum, Ofcitel, and Amund *; 
and having firft joined their countrymen at Repton, they foon found the neceffity: 


ef feparating, in order to provide for their fubfiftance. Part of them, under the’ 


command of Haldene, their chieftain +, marched into Northumberland, where 


they fixed their refidence {; part of them took quarters at Cambridge ||, from 


‘whence they diflodged in the enfuing fummer,. and feized Wereham, in the 


county of Dorfet, the very center of Alfred’s dominions §. That prince fo 


ftraitened them.in thefe quarters, that they were content to’‘come to a treaty with 
him, and ftipulated to depart his country +. Alfred, well acquainted with their 
ufual. perfidy, obliged them to {wear upon the holy reliques to the obfervance of 
the treaty *; not that he expected they would pay any veneration to the re- 
liques ; but he hoped, that, if they now violated this oath, their impiety would 


infallibly draw down upon them the vengeance of heaven. But the Danes, little 


apprehenfive of this danger, fuddenly, without feeking for any pretext, fell up- 
on Alfred’s army; and having put it to rout, marched’ weftward, :and took pof- 
feffion of Exeter +. The prince again collected new forces; and exerted fuch 
vigour, that he fought in one year eight: battles againft the enemy {, and re- 
duced them to the utmoft extremity. ‘He hearkened however to new propo. 
fals of peace; and was fatisfied to flipulate with them, that they would fettle 
fomewhere in England jj, and would not permit the entrance of more ravagers 
into the kingdom. But while he was expecting the execution of this treaty, 
which it feemed the intereft of the Daries themfelves co fulfil, ‘he heard that an- 
other body had landed, and having collected all the {cattered troops of. their coun- 


trymen, had furprifed Chippenham, then a confiderable town, and were exercil-- 


ing their ufual ravages: all around them §; 


Tris laft incident quite broke the fpirit of the Saxons, and reduced them to’ 


defpair. Finding that, after all: the miferable havock, «which they had) under- 
gone in their perfons and in their property ; after all the vigorous actions, which: 
they had exerted in their own defence ; a new band, equally greedy of fpoil and 
flaughter, had difembarked among them; they believed themfelves abandoned 


* H. Hunting, lib. 5. + Chror..Sax. p. 33: ¢ Affer.p 8» Chron. Sax. p. 83, 

| Affer. p. 8. Chron. Sax. p. 83. § H. Hunt. lib. 5. M. Weft. p. 168. 

4 Chron. Sax. p. 83. * Affer. p. 8. + Affer. p. 8. Chron. Sax. p. 83. H,. Hunt. 
lib. 5. Flor. Wigorn. p. 59o. { Affer, p. 8. The Saxon Chronicle, p. 82. fays nine battles. 

| Affer. p. g. Alur. Beverl. p. 104. § Affer.p.g., H. Hunt. lib. 5. ae 
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by heaven to deftruction,, and delivered over to thofe {warms of robbers, which 
the fertile north thus inceflantly poured forth againft them. Some left their 
country, and retired into Wales or fled beyond fea: Others fubmitted to the 
conquerors, in hopes of appeafing their fury by a fervile obedience *: And every 
man’s attention being now engroffed in concern for his own prefervation, no one 
would hearken to the exhortations of the King, who fummoned them to make, 
under his conduct, one effort more in defence of their prince, their country, and 
their liberties. Alfred himfelf was obliged-to relinquifh the enfigns of his dig- 
nity, to difmifs his fervants, and to feek fhelter, in the meaneft difguifes, from 
the purfuit and fury of his enemies. _He concealed himfelf under a peafant’s ha- 
bit, and lived fometime in the houfe of a neat-herd, who had been entrufted 
with the care of fome of his cows t+. There paffed here an incident, which has 
been recorded by all the hiftorians, and was long preferved by popular tradition ; 
tho’ it contains nothing memorable in itfelf, except fo far as every circumftance 
is interefting, which attends fo great virtue and dignity, reduced to fuch diftrefs. 
The wife of the neat-herd was ignorant of the condition of her royal gucft; and 
obferving him one day bufy by the fire-fide in trimming his bow and arrows, fhe — 
defired him to take care of fome cakes, which were toafting, while fhe was em- 
ployed elfewhere in other domeftic affairs. But Alfred, whofe thoughts were 
otherwife engaged, neglected this injunction; and the good woman, on her re- 
turn, finding her cakes all burnt, rated the King very feverely ; and upbraided 
him, that he always feemed very well pleafed to eat her warm cakes, tho’ he 
was thus negligent in toafting them {. | 


By degrees, Alfred, as he found the fearch of the enemy become more remifs, 
collected fome of his retainers, and retired into the center of a bog, formed by 
the ftagnating waters of the Thone and Parret, in Somerfethhire. He here 
found two acres of firm ground; and building a habitation on them, rendered 
himfelf fecure by its fortifications, and ftill more by the unknown and inacceffible 


_ roads which led to it, and by the forefts and morafles, with which it was every 


way environed, . This place he called Aithelingey, or the Ifle of Nobles ||; and 
it now bears the name of Athelney. He thence made frequent and unexpeéted 
fallies upon the Danes, who often felt the vigour of his arm, but knew not from 
what quarter the blow came. He fubfifted himfelf and his followers by the 
plunder which he acquired ; he procured them confolation’ by revenge; and 


* Chron: Sax. p. 84: “Alured Beverl, Pp. 105. + Affer. p. g. 
{ Affer. p.9o. M. Weft. Pp. 170. Chron, Sax. p. 85. W. Malm, lib. z. cap. 4. 
Ethelwerd, l:b. 4. cap. 4. Ingulf, p. 26, 
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from fmall fucceffes, he opened their minds to hope, that, notwithftanding his 
-prefent misfortunes, more important victories might at length attend his valour *, 


ALFreDP lay here concealed, but not unactive, during atwelvemonth ; when 
the news of a profperous event reached his ears, and called him into the field. 
Hubba, the Dane, having fpread devaftation, fire, and flaughter, over all Wales, 
had landed in ivaathire from twenty-three veffels, and laid fiege to the caftle 
of Kinwith, a place fituated near the mouth of the {mall river Tau +. Oddune, 
earl of. Devonfhire, with his followers, had taken fhelter there; and being ill 
fupplied with provifions, aad even with water, he determined, by fome vigorous 
blow; to prevent the neceffiry of fubmitting to the barbarous.enemyt. He 


made a fudden fally on the Danes. before fun-rifing; and taking them unpre- 


pared, he put them to rout, purfued them with great flaughter, killed Hubba 
himfelf, and. got pofleffion of the famous Aeafex or enchanted fandard, in which 
the Danes put great confidence |}. It contained the figure of a raven, which had 


been inwove by. the three fifters of Hinguar and Hubba with many magical in- 


cantations, and which, by its different movements, prognofticated, as the Danes 
believed, the good or bad fuccefs of any enterprize §, 

WueEn Alfred obferved this fymptom ef fuccefsful refiftance in his fubjects, 
he left his retreat; but before he would afflemble them in arms, or urge them te 
any attempt, which, if unfortunate, might, in their prefent defpondency, prove 
he refolved, himfelf, to infpe& the fituation of the enemy, and to judge 


For this purpofe, he entered their camp under the 
He fo enter- 


fatal, 


difguife ‘of a harper, and paffed unfufpected thro’ every quarter. 
tained them with his mufic and facetious humours, that he met witha welcome 
reception ; and was even introduced to Guthrum, their prince’s tent, where he 
remained fome days. He remarked the fupine fecurity of the Danes, their 
contempt, of the Englifh, their negligence in foraging and plundering, and their 
diffolute wafting of what they setae by rapine.and violence. Encouraged by 
thefe’ favourable appearances, he fecretly fent out his emiffaries to the moft con- 
fiderable of his fubjeéts, and fummoned them to a rendezvous, along with their 
warlike followers, at Brixton, on the borders of Selwood foreft*. The Eng- 
lifh, who had hoped to put an end to their calamities by fervile fubmiffion, now 
round the infolence and rapine of the conqueror more intolerable than all their 
pait fatigues and dangers ; and at the appointed day, they joyfully reforted to 


* M. Weft. p. 170. Simeon Dunelm, p. 128. + Affer. p. 10. t Flor, Wigorn, sgo. 
} Affer. p. 10. Chron. Sax. p. 84, Abbas Rieval. p. 355. Alured Beverl. p. 105. 
& Affer. .p. 10. 4 W. Malm, lib. 2. cap. 4. * Chron, Sax, p. 85. 
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their prince. On his appearance before them, they received him with fhouts of 
applaufe*; and could not fatiate their eyes with the fight of this beloved mo- 
narch, whom they had long regarded as dead, and who now, with voice and 
looks expreffing his confidence of fuccefs, called them to liberty and vengeance. 
He inftantly. conducted them to Eddington, where the Danes were encamped ;: 
and taking advantage of his previous knowledge of the place, he directed his at- 
tack againft the moft unguarded quarter of the enemy. ‘The Danes, furprifed 
to fee an army of Englifh, whom. they confidered as totally fubdued, and ftill 
more aftonifhed to hear Alfred was at their head, made but+a faint refiftance, 
notwithftanding their fuperiority of number ;- and were foon.put’ to flight with. 
creat flaughter +. he remainder of the routed army,.with their prince, was, 
befieged by. Alfred in a fortified place, to which they fled; but being reduced to» 
extremity by want and hunger, they had recourfe to the clemency of the victor, . 
and offered to fubmit on any conditions ¢. The King, no lefs generous-than : 
brave, gave them their lives ; and even formed a fcheme. for converting them, . 
from mortal: enemies, into faithful fubjects and confederates... He knew, that’ a 
the kingdoms of Eaft-Anglia and Northumberland were left totally defolate by: — | 
the frequent inroads of the Danes; and he now. purpofed to re-people them by ef 
fettling there Guthtum and his followers. He hoped that the new planters would. 

at laft betake themfelves to induftry, when, by-reafon of his-refiftance, and the 
exhaufted condition of the country, they could no longer fubfift by plunder ; and” 

that they might ferve him as a rampart againft any future incurfions of their- 
countrymen. But before he ratified thefe mild conditions with the Danés,; he- 
required, that they fhould give him one pledge of: their fabmiffion, and of their: 
inclination to coalefce with the Englifh, by declaring their converfion to Chrifti- 

anity j.. Guthrum and his army had no averfion to this propofal; and, without: 

much inftru€tion, or argument, or conference, they were all admitted to bap- 

tifm, The King anfwered for Guthrum at the fount, gave him the name of: 
Athelftan, and received him.as his adoptive fon §. | 


Tse fuccefs of this expedient feemed ‘to. correfpond. to.Alfred’s. hopes :. The 
greater part of the Danes fettled peaceably in their new quarters |: Some fmaller 


bodies of the fame nation, which were difperfed in Mercia, were diftributed into. 
* Affer. p. 10. Chron, Sax. p..85. Simeon Dunelm. p. r28: -Alured Beverl. p. tog. “Abbas. 
Rieval. pa 3e4. ft Affer. p. to. Chron, Sax. p.85. Ethelwerd, lib. 4. cap. 4. 
t Affer. p10. Chron. Sax. p.85, Alured Beverl. p..106. . ; 
| Chron, Sax, pf. 85. § After. p. ro Chron. Sax. p. go: F 
4 Affers pea. Chron. Sax. p.86, Simeon Dunelms-p. 129. Alured Beverl. p..106, 
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4 


the five cities of Derby, Leicefter, Stamford, Lincoln, and Nottingham, and 
were thence called the Fif or Five-Burgers. ‘The more turbulent and unquiet 
made an expedition into France, under the command of Haftings *; and except 
a fhort incurfion of Danes, who failed up the Thames and landed at Fulham; 
but fuddenly retreated to their fhips, on finding the country in a pofture of de- 
fence +, Alfred was not for fome years infefted with the ravages of thefe barba- 
rians ]. 

Tue King employed this interval of tranquillity in reftoring order to the ftate, 
which had*been fhaken by fo many violent convulfions, in eftablifhing civil and 

iilitary inftitutions, in compofing the minds of men to induftry and juttice, and 
in providing againft the return of like calamities. He was, more properly than 
his grandfather Egbert, the fole monarch of the Englifh, (for fo the Saxons were 
now univerfally called) becaufe the kingdom of Mercia was at laft incorpo- 
rated in his ftate,.and was governed by Ethelbert, his brother-in-law, who bore 
the title of earl: And:tho’ the’Danes, who peopled Eaft-Anglia and Northum- 
berland, were, for fome time, ruled immediately by their own princes, they all 
acknowledge a fubordination to Alfred, and fubmitted to: his fuperior autho- 
rity. As equality among fubjects is the great fource of concord, Alfred gave che 
fame laws to the Danes and Englifh,; and put them entirely on the fame footing 
in the adminiftration both of civil and criminal juftice. The fine for the murder 
of a Dane was the fame with that for the murder of an Englifhman ; the oreat 
fymbol of equality in thofe ages. 

Tue King, after rebuilding the ruined cities, particularly London 4, which 
had been deftroyed by the Danes in the reign of Ethelwolf, eftablifhed a regular 
militia for the defence of the kingdom. He took care that all his people fhould 
be armed and regiftered ; he afligned them a regular rotation of ‘duty 5 he diftri- 
buted part into the caftles and fortrefles, which he erected at proper places §; he 
required another part to take the field on any alarm, and to affemble af {tated places 
of rendezvous; and he left'a fufficient number at home,®Who were employed in 
the cultivation of the land, and who afterwards took their turn in miliary fer- 
vice |. The whole kingdom was like one great garrifons and the Danes could 
no fooner appear in one place, than a fufficient number was affembled to oppofe 
them; without leaving the other quarters defencelefs or difarmed *. 


* W. Malm. libs 2. cap: 4. Ingulf, p. 26. + Chron. Sax. p, 86. Alured Beverl. p. 106. 

t Affer. p. 11. | Afler. p. 15. Chron. Sax. p.88. M. Weft. p. 17 9 Simeon 
Dunelm. p.131. Brompton, p. 812. _Alured Beverl. ex edit. Hearne, p. 106. Fe 

§ Affer. p. 18. Ingulf p. 27. + Chron. Sax, p. 92, 93. 

* Spelman’s life of Alfred, ps 147. edit. 17093 
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Bur Afred, fenfible that the proper method of oppofing an enemy, wlio». ae 
made incurfions by fea, was to- meet them on their own element, took care to- 
rovide himfelf with a naval power *, which, tho’ the moft natural defence of ans ) | 
ifland, had hitherto been totally neglected by the Englifh. He encrealed thes P 
fhipping of his kingdom both in number and force, and trained his fubjeéts inv 4 
the practice, as well of failing, as of naval actions. He diftributed his armed , 
vefiels in proper ftations around the ifland, and was fure to meet the Danith fhips. a 
either before or after they. had landed their troops, and to.purfuc them in all 
their incurfions. Tho? the Danes might fuddenly, by furprize,. difembark oa, 
the coaft, which was generally become defolate by their frequent ravages, they, is 
were encountered by, the Englifh fleet in their retreat ; and efcaped not, as for-. 
merly, by abandoning their booty, but paid, by their total deftruction, the pe-. 
nalty of the diforders which they had committed. 
In this manner, Alfred repelled feveral, inroads of thefe pyratical Danes, and: 

maintained his kingdom, during fome years, in-fafety-and tranquillity, A fleet» 
of a hundred and twenty fhips of war were ftationed upon the coaft, and being, 
provided of warlike engines, as.well as.of expert feamen, both Frifians and Eng-; 
lith, (for Alfred fupplied the.defects. of his own fubjeéts by engaging able foreigners. 
in his fervice) maintained a-fuperiority above thofe {maller bands, with which; 
England had been fo often infefted }. But at laft Haftings, the famous Danifn, 
chieftain, having ravaged all the provinces of France, along the fea-coaft or the. 
rivers of the Loire and Seine, and being obliged to quit that country, more by.. 
the defolation. which he himfelf had occafioned, than by the refiftance of the in- - 
habitants, appeared off the coaft..of Kent. with a fleet of 330 fail... The greater: 
part of the enemy difembarked in the. Rother, and fejzed the fort of ;Apuldore.. 
Haftins himfelf, commanding a fleet of eighty fail, entered the Thames {,, and. 
fortifying Malton in Kent, began to fpread his forces over:.the. country, and to, 
commit the moft deftructive ravages. But Alfred, on the firft alarm of this de-, 
fcent, flew to the defence of his.people, at the head of a feleét band of-foldiers,. 
whom he always kept about his own perfon ||; and gathering to, him the armed. 
militia from all quarters, appeared in the field. with a force fuperior to the ene-. y 
my §. All ftraggling parties, whom neceffity or love of plunder had drawn to, i? 
a diftance from their. chief. encampment, were cut off by the Enolifh. ; and; 
thefe pyrates, inftead of increafing their fpoil, found themfelves cooped up in 

cheir fortifications *, and obliged to fubfitt by the plunder which they had brought 
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* After. pg. M. Weft. py 179. + Affer. p- 11. Chron. Sax. p. 86, S87, M: We. p. 1976. 
$ Chron. Sax. p. gt, 92. Hy Hunt. lib. 5. | Affer. p. 19. 
& Chron. Sax. p. 92. + Ibid. * Flor. Wigorn. p. 5c5. 
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fgom France. Tired of this fituation, which muftin the end prove ruinous to 
them, the Danes at Apuldore rofe fuddenly from their encampment, with an in- 


tention of marching towards the Thames, and paffing over into Efex: But they » 
efcaped ‘not the vigilance of Alfred; who encountered them at Farnham, put’ 
them to rout *, feized all their horfes and baggage, and chaced the runaways on* 
board their fhips, which carried them up the Colne to Merfey in Effex, where: 


they entrenched themfelves. Haftings, at the fame time, and probably by con- 


cert, made a like movement; and deferting Milton, took poffeffion of Bamflete,- 


near the ifle of Canvey in the fame county +; where he haftily threw up fortifie 
cations for his defenceagainft the power of Alfred. 

Unrortunatety for the Englifh, Gothrum, prince of the Eaft-Anghiar 
Danes, had died; as had alfo Guthred, whom the King had appointed governor 
of the Northumbrians ; and thefe reftlefs tribes being no longer reftrained by the 
authority of their princes, and being encouraged by the appearance of fo great a 
body of their countrymen, broke into rebellion, fhook off the authority of ‘Al- 
fred, and yielding to their inveterate habits of war and depredation [, embarked 


on board two hundred and forty veffcls ||, and appeared before Exeter in the weft” 
of England. Alfred loft not a moment in oppofing this new enemy. Having 


left fome forces.at London to make head againft Haftings and the other Danes, 


he marched fuddenly to the weft §; and falling on the rebels before they were” 


aware, purfued them to their fhips with great laughter. The enemy, failing 
next to Sufiex, began to plunder the country near Chichefter; but the order, 
which Alfred had every where eftablifhed, fufficed here, without his prefence, 


for the defence of the place ; and the rebels, meeting with a new repulfe, where 


many of them were killed, and fome. of their fhips taken |, were obliged to put 
again to fea, and were difcouraged from attempting any other enterprize, 
Meanwnize, the Danifh invaders in Effex, having united their force under 


the command of Haftings, advanced into the inland country, and made fpoil of: 


all around them ;, but had foon reafon to repent of their temerity. The Engitth 
army, left in London, affitted by a body of the citizens, attacked the enemy's 


entrenchments at Bamfléte, overpowered tne garrifon, and having executed great * 


flaughter upon them, carried off the wife and’ two fons of Haftings*. Alfred 


generoufly fpared thefe captives; anc even re{tored them to Haftings T, on con->- 


dition that he fhould depart the kingdom... 


* Chron. Sax. p. 93. Flor. Wigorn. p. 595. + Chron. Sax. p. 93. 
t Chron. Sax. p. 92. | Flor. Wisorn. p. 596. § Chron. Sax. p. 93: H. Hutt. lib. ¢. 
4 Chron. Sax. p. 96... Flor. Wigorn. p. 599. * Chron. Sax. p.94. M. Welt. p. 178. 


+ M, Weft. p. 179.» 
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Buttho’ the King-had thus honourably rid himfelf-of this.dangerous enemy, 


he had not entirely fubdued or expelled the invaders, “The:pyratical Danes wil- 


lingly followed in an excurfion-any profperaqus leader, who gave them hopes of 
booty, but were not fo eafily engaged to relinquifh.their enterprize, or fubmit toe 
return baffled, and without plunder, into their native country. Great numbers 
of them,, after Haftings’ departure, feized and fortified Shobury art, the mouth 
of the Thames;.and having left a. garrifon, there, they coafted along the river, 
till they.came to Boddington in the county. of Glocefter:, where, being reinforced 
by fome Welfh, they threw up entrenchments, and prepared for their. defence, 
The King here furrounded them with the whole force of his dominions *; and 
as he had now a certain profpect of victory, he refolved to truft nothing to chance, 
but rather to mafter his enemies by famine than affault. They were reduced to 
fuch extremities, that, having eat their own horfes, and having many of them 
perifhed with hunger +, they made a defperate fally upon the Eneglith ; and tho’ 
the greater number fell in the action, a confiderable body made their efcape Tt. 
Thefe roved about for fome time in England, ftill purfued by the vigilance of 
Alfred ; they attacked Leicefter with fuccefs, defended themfelves in Hartford, 
and then fled to Quatford ; where they were finally broken and fubdued. The 


{mall remains of them either difperfed themfelves among their countrymen in. 
Northumberland and Eaft-Anglia |, or, had recourfe again to the fea, where they 


exercifed pyracy, under the command of Sigefert, a Nofthumbrian. | This free- 
booter, well acquainted with Alfred’s naval preparations, had framed vefle!s of a 
new conftruction, higher and longer, and fwifter, than thofe. of the Enelifh : 
But the King foon fhowed him his fuperior fkill, by building veffels ftill higher 
and longer, and fwifter,-than thofe of the Northumbrians§; and falling upon 
them, while.they were exercifing their ravages in the weft, he took twenty of 


their fhips; and having tried all the prifoners at Winchefter, he hanged them as 


pyrates, and as the.common enemies of mankind 1. 
Tne well-timed feverity of this execution, together with the excellent pofture 


-of defence, eftablifhed every where, reftored full tranguillity. in England, and 
provided for the future fecurity of the government. The Eaft-Anglian, and 
Northumbrian Danes, on the firft) appearance of Alfred upon their frontiers, 


made anew the moft humble fubmiffions to him; and he thought it pru- 
dent to take them under his immediate government, without eftablifhing over 
them a viceroy of their own nation*. The Welth alfo acknowkdged his 


* Chron. Sax, p. 94, + Chron. Sax. p. 94. «-M. Weft: p. 179. Flor. Wigorn. p. $96. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 95. | Chron. Sax. p. 97. § Chron. Sax. p. 98. H, Haunt, lib. €, 
Alur, Beverl. p. 107. + Chron. Sax. p.g9. H. Hunt. lib. 5. M. Weft. p. 180. Alured 
Beverl. p. 107. * Flor, Wigorm, p. 598. 
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authority ; afid this eréat prince had now, by prudence and juftice and valour, 
eftablifhed his fovereignty over all the fouthern parts of the ifland, from the 
Enelith. channel to ‘the frontiers of Scotland: When he died in the vigour of 
his age and the full ftrength of his faculties, after a glorious reign of twenty nine 


years and a half *; in which he defervedly attained the appellation of Alfred . 


the Great, and the title of Founder of the Englifh monarchy. . 

Tue merit of this prince, both in private and public life, may with advan- 
tage be fet in oppofition to that of any monarch or-citizen, which the annals 
of any age or any nation, can prefentto us. Fie feems indeed to be the com- 


plete model of that perfect character, which, under the denomination of a fage - 


or wife man, the philofophers have been fond of delineating, rather as.a fiction 
of their imagination, than in hopes of ever feeing it reduced to practice: So 
happily were all his virtues tempered together ; fo juftly were they blended; and 
fo powerfully did seach prevent the other from exceeding its proper bounds! 
He knew how to conciliate the moft enterprizing fpirit with the cooleft modera- 


tion; the molt obftinate perfeverance with the eafieft flexibility ;.the moft fevere - 


juftice with the. greateft lenity ; the greateft vigour in command with the greateft 
affability of deportment +; the higheft capacity and inclination for fcience with 
the moft fhining talents for action. His civil and his military virtues are almoft 
equally the objeéts of our adiniration , excepting only, that the former, being more 


rare among princes, as well as more ufeful, feem chiefly to challenge our applaufe. - 


Nature alfo, as if defirous, that fo bright a production of her fkill fhould be fet 
in the faireft light, had beftowed on him. all bodily accomplifhments, vigour of 
limbs, dignity of fhape and air, and a pleafant, engaging and open counte- 
nance {. Fortune alone, by thtowing him into that barbarous age, deprived 
him of hiftoriaas worthy to tranfmit his fame to pofterity ; and we wilh to fee 


him. delineated in more lively colours, and with more particular {trokes, that we - 
may at leaft perceive fome of thofe fmall fpecks and blemithes, from.which, as a . 


mah, it is impoffible he could be entirely exempted. 


Bur we fhould give but-an imperfect idea of Alfred’s merits were we to con- 
fine ‘our natration to his military exploits, and were not more particular in our 


aécoutit of ‘his inftitutions for the execution of juftice, and of his zeal for the en-_- 


couragement of..afts and fciences, 


Arter Alfred had fubdued and fettled or expelled the Danes, he found the - 
Kingdom in the moft wretched condition ; lying in defolation from the ravages - 


of. thofe barbarians, and thrown into. diforders; which were calculated to per- 


* Afir. p. 21... Chron. Sax. p. 99- + Affer, p. 13. t Affer. p. 5. 
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petuate its mifery. Tho’ the great armies of the Danes were broke, ‘the country 
avas full of ftraggline .treops of that nation, who, being accuftomed ‘to live by 
plunder, were become incapable of induftry, and who, from the natural ferocity 
of their manners, indulged themfelves in the commiffion of violence, even be- 
syond what.was requifite to fupply their neceffities. The Enelith themfelves, 
reduced to the moft. extreme indigence by thefe continued depredations, had 
fhaken off all. bands of government. and thofe who had been plundered to-day, 
betook themfelves to a like deforderly life, and from defpair joined next day the 
robbers. in pillaging and ruining their fellow-citizens *, Thefe were the evils, 
for which it was neceflary that the vigilance and activity of Alfred fhould pro- 
-vide.a remedy, 


Luar he might render the execution of juftice ftriG& and regular, he divided 
all England into.counties; thefe counties he fubdivided into hundreds; and the 
hundreds-into tythings +. Every houfeholder was an{werable for the behaviour 
of his family, and his faves, and even of his guelts, if they lived above three 
days in his houfe -. Den neighbouring houfcholders were formed into one 
“Corporation, who, under the name of a tything, deceanary, or fribourg, were 
aniwerable for each other’s conduct, and over whom one perfon, called a tything- 
man, headbourg, or borfholder, was appointed to prefide. Every man was 
punifhed as an outlaw, who did not regifter himfelf in fome tything {j; and no 
man could change his habitation, without a Warrant and certificate from the 
-borfholder of the tything, to which he formerly belonged. 

Wuen any perfon in any tything or decennary was ouilty of a crime, the 
borfholder was fummoned to anfwer for him; and if he was not willing to be 
durety for his appearance and his clearing himielf, the criminal was committed to 
prifon, and there detained till his trial. If he fled, either before or after finde 
ing fureties, the borfholder and decennary. became liable to enquiry, and were 
expofed to the penalties of law §. Thirty-one days were allowed them for: 
producing the criminal; and if that time elapfed without their being able to find 
him, the borfholder, with two other members of the decennary, was abliged to 
appear, and together with three chief members of the three neighbouring decen- 
nariés (makingtwelve in all) to fwear that his decennary was free from all privity 
both of the crime committed, and of the efcape of the criminal. If the borf- 
holder could not find fuch a number to anfwer for their innocence, the decennary 
was compelled by fine to make fatisfa@tion to the King, according to the degree 


“” W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 40 M. Weft. p. 177. + W. Malm, lib. 2, cap. 4. . dngulf, 


} Leg. St. Edw. cap. 27. 
A) Ingulf, p. 28. § W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4. 


of 





x OLS FR Fee | 6. 


‘of the crime *, By this inftitution every man was obliged from hie awe, + iterort 
to keep a watchfal eye over the conduct of his neighbours ; and was in a manner 
furety for the behaviour of thofe who were placed under the divifien, to which he 
belonged : Whence thefe decennaries received the name of frank pledges. 

SucuH a regular diftriduiion of the peop'e, and fuch a ftridt confinement in their 
habitation, may. not be neceflary in times, when men are more enured to obe- 
dience and juitice, and might perhaps be regarded-as deftructive of liberty and 
commerce ina polifhed ftlate; but were well calculated to reduce thefe fierce and 
licentious people under the falutary reftraint of law and government. But Alitred 
took -care to temper thefe rigors by other inflitutions favourable to the freedom 
and fecurity of the citizens ; and nothing could be more popular and libera' than 
his plan for the admini:tration of juftice. The borfholder fummoned together his 
whole decennary to afiift him in deciding any leffer differences, which occurred a- 
mong the members of this {mall community. In affairs of greater moment, in 
appeals from the decennary, or in controyerfies arifing between members of diffe- 
rent decennaries, the caufe was brought before the hundred, which confifted of 
ten decennaries, or a hundred families of freemen, and which was regularly af. 
fembled once in four weeks, for the deciding of caufes+. Their method of deci- 
fion deferves to be noted; as being the origin of juries ; an inftitution, admirable 
in itfelf, and the beft calculated for the prefervation of liberty and the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, that ever was devifed by the wit of man. Twelve freeholders 
were chofen ; who having fworn, together with the hundreder or prefiding magi- 
{trate of that divifion, to adminifter impartial juftice ft, proceeded to the examina- 
tion of that caufe, which was fubmitted to their jurifdiction. And befide thefe 
monthly meetings of the hundred, there was an annual meeting, appointed for a 
more general infpection of the police of the diftri&; the enquiry into crimes, the 
correction of abufes in magiftrates, and the obliging every perfon to thew the de- 
cennary'in which he was regiftered. The people, in imitation of their anceftors, 
the antient Germans, affembled there in arms; whence a hundred was fometimes 
called a wapentake, and its court ferved both for the fupport of military difcipline, 
and for the adminiftration of civil juftice | 

Tue next fuperior-court to that of the hundred was the county-court, which 
met twice a-year after Michaelmas and Eafter, and confilted of al] the freeholders 
of the county, who poffefied an equal-vote in the decifion of caufes. The 





* Leges St. Edw. cap. 20. apud Wilkins, ip. 202. + Leg. St. Edw. cap. z. 
{ Fedus Alfred, and Gothurn, apud Wilkins, cap. 3. p.47- Leg. Ethelftani, cap. 2. apud 
Wilkins, p. 58. UL. Ethelr. §4. Wilkins, p. 117. || Spellman in yoce Wapentake. 
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Chap. If. bifhop prefided in this court, together with the alderman, and the proper oby 





je&t of the court was the receiving appeals from the hundreds and decennaries, 
and the deciding fuch controverfies as arofe between men of different. hundreds. 
Formerly, the alderman poffeffed both the civil anc military authority ; but Al-- 
fred, fenfible that this coalition of powers rendered the nobility dangerous and ine. 
dependant, appointed alfo a fheriff in each county, who enjoyed a co-ordinate 
authority with the former in the judicial function ®, His office alfo empowered 
him to guard’the rights of the crown in the county ; and to levy the fines impofed ; 
which in that age roried no contemptible part of the public revenue 


Tuere lay an appeal, in default cf juftice, from all thefe courts to the King 
himfelf in council ;‘and as the people, fenfible of the equity and great talents of 
Alfred, placed at chief confidence in him, he was foon over-whelmed with. 
appeals from all parts of England. He was naetstioalse in the difpatch of thefe 
caufes +; but finding that his time muft be entirely engroffed by this branch of. 
duty, he refolved’ to obviate the inconvenience, by correcting the ignorance or: 
corruption of the inferior magiftrates, from whic it arofe {. He took care to 
have his nobility inftructed in letters and the laws |j: he chofé the earls and’ 
fherifis from among the men moft celebrated for probity and knowledge : He. 
punifhed feverely all malverfation in office §: And’ he removed all the earls, 
whom he bcs unequal to the truft | ; allowingonly fome of the moft elderly 
to ferve by a depute, till their death fhould make room for more worthy 
juccefiors. | 

Tue better to guide the magiftrates in the adminiftration of juftice, Alfred. 
framed a body of laws; which, tho’ now loft, ferved long as the bafis of Eng- 
lith jurifprudence, and is generally efteemed the origin of what is danoathaiad 
the comMon LAw. He appointed regular meetings of the ftates of England 
twice a year in London *; acity which he himfelf hid repaired and beaittified, and 
which he thus rendered the capital. of the kingdom., The fimilarity of many of. 
thefe inftitutions to the cuftoms of the antient Germans, to the practice of the. 
other, northern conquerors, and to the Saxon laws during the Heptarchy, pre- 
vents us from regarding Alfred-as the fole author of this aie of government ; and 
leads us rather to See that, like a wife man, he contented himfelf with re- 
forming, extending, and executing the inftitutions, which he found previoufly 
cffablifhed. But on the whole, fuch fuccefs atterded his legiflation, that every 
thing bore fuddenly a new face in England :. Robberies and i imquities of all kinds 


<— Ingulf. p. 870. + Affer. p. 20. t Affer p.18. 21. Flor. Wigorn, p. 594. 
fibbas Rieval, p. 355. | Flor. Wigorn. ps $94. Brompton, p. 814. i 
§ Le Mirroir des Juftices, chap, 2, 4. Affer. p. 20, * Mirroir des Juftices. 
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were reprefled by the punifhment or reformation of the criminals*: And fo 
‘exaCt was.the general police, that Alfred, it is faid, hung up, by way of bra- 
vado, golden bracelets near the high-ways ; and no man dared to touch then +. 


Yet amidft thefe rigors of juftize, this great prince preferved the moft facred re- 


gard to the liberty of his people; and it is a memorable fentiment preferved in 
his will, that it was juft the Erglifh fhould for ever remain as free as their own 


thoughts.{. 

As good morals and knowledge are almoft infeparable, in every age, tho’ not 
jn every individual ; the care of Alfred for the encouragement of learning among 
his fubjects was another ufeful bianch of his legiflation, and tended to reform the 
Englifh from their former diffolute and barbarous manners: But the King was 
guided in this purfuit lefs by political views, than by his natural bent and pro- 
penlity towards letters. Wher he came to the throne, he found the Englifh 
funk into the groflett ignorance and barbarifm, proceeding from the continued 
diforders in the government and from the ravages of the Danes: The monatteries 
were deftroyed, the monks butchered or difperfed, their libraries burnt; and 
thus the only feats of eruditionin thofe ages were totally fubverted|. Alfred 
himfelf complains, that on his acceffion he knew not one perfon, fouth of the 
Thames, who could fo much a: interpret the Latin fervice ; and very few in the 
northern parts, who had reachec even that pitch of erudition §. But this prince 
invited over the moft celebrated fcholars from all parts of Europe |; he efta- 
blifhed {chools every where for the inftruction of his people; he founded, or at 
Jeaft repaired * the univerfity of Oxford, and endowed it with many privileges, 
revenues and immunities; he enjoined by law all freeholders poffeffed of two 
hydes + of land or more to fend their children to fchool for their inftruétion ¢ ; 
he gave preferment both in church and ftate to fuch oly as had made fome pro- 
ficiency in knowledge ||: And ty all thefe expedients he had the pleafure, before 
his death, to fee a great change on the face of affairs, and in a work of his, whieh 
is {till extant, he congratulates himfelf on the progrefs, which learning, under his 
patronage, had already made in England 1. 

Burt the moft effectual expedient, employed by Alfred, for the encouragemenit 
of learning, was his own example, and the conftant affiduity, with which, note 
4. W. Malnef. lib. 2. cap. 4. Ma. Weil. p. 177, Brompton, p, 818. 
| Affer. p. 18. § Affer. p. 25. + M. Weft. p. 167. 
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* Ingulf.. py 27. 
t Afier. p. 24. 
Chron. Abb, de St. Petri de Burgo, p. 21. * Afier, p. 16. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 

‘+ A hyde contained land fufficient to employ one plough. See H. Hunting. lib. 6, in A. D. 1oo8s 
Anna!. Waverl. in A. D. 1083. Gervade of Tilbury fays it commonly contained about 100 acres, 


t Abbas Rievallenfis, apud Spel. || W. Malm, lib. 2, cap. 4. j. Affer, p. 26, 27, 
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ae Chap. II. withftanding the multitude and urgency of his affairs, he employed himfelf in tlie 
purfuits of knowledge. He ufually divided his time into: three equal portions ;: 
one was employed in fleep, and the refection of his body by diet and exercile ;. 
another in the difpatch of bufinefs ; a third in ftudy and devotion: And that he 
might more exactly meafure the hours, he made 'ufe of burning tapers of equal 
lengths, which he fixed in lanthorns * ; an. expedient. fuited to that rude age, 
when the geometry of dialling and the mechanifm of clocks and watches were 
totally unknown. And by fuch a regular diftribution of his time, tho’ he often 
laboured under great bodily infirmities }, this martial hero, who fought in- per- 
fon fifty-fix battles by fea and land{, was able, during a life of no extraordinary. 
length, to acquire more knowledge, and even to compofe more books, than. 
moft ftudious men, tho” bleft with the greateft leifure and application, have, in: 
more fortunate ages, made the object of their uninterrupted induftry: 

SensizpLe, that the people, at all times, efpecially,, when their underftandings: 
are obftructed by ignorance and bad education, are not much fufceptible of fpe- 
culative inftruétion, Alfred endeavoured to convey his: morality by apologues,,. 
parables, ftories, apophthegms, couched in poetry; and befides propagating: 
among his fubjects, former compofitions of that kind, which he found in the 
Saxon tongue ||,,he exercifed his vein in inventing works of a like nature §, as well’ 
as in tranflating from the Greek, the elegant fables of Aéfop. He alfo gave Saxon: 
tranflations of Orofius’s and Bede’s hiftories; and of Bocthius concerning the 
confolation of philofophy |. And he deemed it nowife derogatory from his other: 
oreat characters of fovereign, legiflator, warrior, aiid politician, thus to lead the: 
way to his people in the puriluits of literature. 

~ Meanwuite, this prince was not negligent in encouraging the vulgar and: 
mechanical arts, which have a more fenfible, tho’ not a clofer connexion with. 
the interefts of fociety, “He invited, from all quarters, induftrious foreigners to: 
re-people his country, which had been laid defolate by the ravages of the Danes *.. | 
He introduced and encouraged manufactures of all kinds; and no inventor or 
improver of any ingenious art did he fuffer to go unrewarded +. He prompted. 
men of activity to betake themfelves to navigation, to pufh commerce into the q 


_ 


* Affer. p. 20. W. Malm, lib. 2. cap. 4, Ingulf. p..870.. Flor..Wigorn.. p, 594. Chron. Abb., 
St. Petri de Burgo, p.22. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p..208.: 

+ Affer. p.4, 12, 13. 17. M. Welt. p..167. Flor. Wigorn.. p..588. 

t W. Malm. lib. 4. cap. 4. | Affer. p.13. Flor. Wigorn, 598. 

.§ Spelman, p.124. Abbas Rieval. p. 355. Ann. Beverl. p. 96. . . 

4 W. Malm. lib. 2, cap. 4. ~ Bromptdh; pi 814. * Affer. p. 13. Flor. Wigorn. p. 588. 

+ Affer. p. 20. 
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moft diftant, countries,: and to acquire riches. by propagating induftry among their 
fellow citizens. He fet apart a. feventh part of -his own. revenue for the main- 
taining a, number of workmen, whom he conftantly employed -in rebuilding his 
ruined cities, cafiles, palaces, and monafteries*. Even the elegancies of life 


were brought to him from the Mediterranean and the Indies + ; and his fubje@s,. 


by feeing thefe productions of the peaceful arts, were taught to refpect the virtues 
of juftice and induftry, from which alone they could arife. Both living and dead, 
Alfred was regarded, by foreigners no lefs than his own fubjects, as the oreatelt 
prince after Charlemagne who had appeared in Europe during feveral ages, and 
as one of the wifeft and beft who had ever adorned the annals of any nation. 

A.rreD had, by his: wife, Ethelfwitha, the daughter of a Mercian earl, three 
fons and three daughters. -The eldeft fon, Edmund, died without iffue, mm his 
father’s litetime, ‘The third, Ethelward, inherited his father’s paffion for letters, 
and lived a private life. .The fecond, Edward, fucceeded to his power; and 
paffes by the appellation of Edward the Elder, being the firft of that name who 
fat on the Englith throne, 


E DWAR D the Elder. 


iF ELIS prince, who equalled his father‘in military talents, tho’ inferior to him 

in knowledge and erudition ¢, found immediately, on his acceffion, a fpe- 
eimen of that turbulent life, which attended all princes, and even all individuals, 
in an age when men, lefs réftrained by juftice or law, and lefs occupied by in- 
duftry, had no other aliment for their inguietude, but wars, infurrections, con- 
valfions, rapine, and depredation. Ethelwald, his coufin-german, fon to King 
Ethelbert, the elder brother of Alfred, infifted on his preferable right to the 


throne; and arming his partizans, took poffeffion of Winburne, where he- 


feemed determined to defend himfelf to the laft extremity, and to await the iffue 
of his pretenfions §. But when the King approached the town with a efeat ar- 
my, Ethelwald, having the profpeét of certain deftruétion, made his efcape, and 
fled firft into Normandy, and thence into Northumberland .; where he hoped, 
that the people, who had been recently fubdued by. Alfred, and who were impa- 
tient Of peace, would, on the intelligence of that great prince’s death, feize the 
firft pretence or opportunity of rebellion. The event did not difappoint his ex- 


* Affer. p. 20. W. Malm. lib, 2. cap. 4. Flor. Wigorn. p. 594. + W. Malm. lib. 2..¢ap: 4.. 
t W. Malmef. lib. 2, cap.5. Hoveden, p. 421. | Chron. Sax. p. 99, 100. 
§ Chron. Sax. p. roo, H. Hunting. lib. 5. p. 352. + Brompton, p. 832. 
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pectations : The Northumbrians declared for him * ; and Ethelwald, having thus 
connected his intereft with the Danifh tribes, made an excurfion beyond fea, and 
collecting a body of thefe free-booters, he excited the hopes of all thofe who had 
been accuftomed to fubfift by rapine and violence +. The Faft-Anglian Danes 
joined his party: The Five-burgers, who were feated in the heart of Mercia, 
began to put themfelves in motion; and the Englifh found that they were again 
menaced with thofe convulfions, from which the valour and policy of Alfred had 
fo lately redeemed them. “The rebels, headed by- Ethelwald, made an incurfion 
into the counties of Glocefter, Oxford, and Wilts; and having exercifed their 
ravages in thefe places, they retired with their booty, before the King, who had 
aflembled his army, was able te approach them. Edward,. however, who was 
determined that his preparations fhould not be fruitlefs, conduéted his forces into 
Hatt-Anglia, and retaliated the injuries which the inhabitants had committed, by 
{fpreading the like devaftation among them f. Being fatiated with revenge, and | 
loaded with booty, he gave orders to retire: But the authority of thefe antient 
‘ings, which was feeble in peace, was not much better obeyed in the field ; and 
the Kentifh men, greedy of more fpoil, ventured, contrary to repeated orders, 
to {tay behind him, and to take up their Guartersin Bury |. This difobedience 
proved in the iffue fortunate to Edward. The Danes affaulted the Kentifh men; | 
but met with fo ftout a refiftance, that, tho’ they gained the field of battle, they 
bought that advantage by the lofs of their braveft leaders, and among the reft, 
by that of Ethe!wald, who perifhed in the action §. The King, freed from the 
fear of fo dangerous a competitor, made peace on advantageous terms with the 
Faft-Angles 1. | | 

In order to reftore England to fuch a ftate of tranquillity as it was then capable 
of attaining, nought was wanting but the fubjection of the Northumbrians, who, 
affilted by the feattered Danes in Mercia, continually infefted the bowels of the 
kingdom. Edward, in order to divert the force of thefe enemies, prepared a 
fleet to attack them by fea; hoping, that when his forces appeared off their: | 
coait, they muft at leaft remain at home, and provide for their own defence *. 
But the Northumbrians were lefs anxious to fecure their own property than greedy 
to commit fpoil on their enemy; and concluding, that the chief force of the 
F-nglifh was embarked in the fleet, they thought the opportunity favourable, and 


* Chron. Sax. p. too. H, Hunting. lib. 5. p. 352. 


+ Chron. Sax.*p. 160. Chron. 
Abb, St. Petri de Bargo, p. 24. 


{ H. Hunting, lib, 5. p.gcz. Brompton, p. 832. 
‘ § Chron. Sax. p. 101. 
p- 102. Brompton, p. $32, ‘Matth. W:f, pr 181, 


| Chron. Sax.-p. 101. H. Hunting. lib, 5. p. 3<2. 
-+ Chron. Sax. 
“ HH. Hunting. lib. 5. p; 352. 


Brompter, 
) $32. 
YP .°3 


entered 





EDWARD vue Evpenr. wil: 
entered Edward’s territories with all their forces*. The King, who was prepared Chap. IT. 
againfl this event,. attacked them on their return at Tetenhall in the county of 
Stafford, put them to rout, recovered all the booty, and purfued them with great 
fTaughter into their own country +. 


Aut the reft of Edward’s reign was a fcene of continued and fuccefsful aGtion. 


againft the Northumbrians, the Eaft-Angles,. the Five- Burgers, and the foreign 
Danes, who invaded him from Normandy and Britanny t. He was as provident. 
in putting his kingdom in a. pofture of defence, as vigorous in affaulting the ene- 
my ||; He fortified the towns of Chefter, Eddefbury, Warwic, Cherbury, 
Buckingham, Towcelter, Maldon, Fluntingdon, and Colchefter. He fought 
two great battles at Temsford'and Maldon §. He reduced Thurketill, a ereat 
Danifh chieftain, and obliged him to retire with his followers into France, in 
queft of fpoil and adventures 1. He fubdued the Fatt-Angles, and forced them 
to iwear allegiance to him: He expelled the two rival princes of Northumberland,,. 
Reginald and Sidroc, and acquired, for the prefent, the dominion. of that pro- 
vince :. Several tribes of the Britains were fubjeéted by him ; and even the Scots,. 
who, during the reign of Egbert, had, under the conduét of Kenneth, their 
King, encreafed their. power, by the final fubjection of the Pi€@s, were however 
obliged to give him marks of fubmiffion.*. In all thefe fortunate atchievements, 
he was affifted by the aétivity and prudence of. his fitter Ethelfeda, who was wi- 
dow. to Ethelbert, earl of Mercia, and who, after her hufband’s death, retained 
the government of that province+. This princefs, who had been reduced to 
extremity in child-bed, refufed afterwards all commerce with. her hufband; not 
from any weak firperftition, as was common in that age, but becaufe fhe deem- 
ed all domeftic occupations unworthy. of her mafculine and ambitious {pirit T.. 
She died before her brother !; and Edward, during the remainder of his reign, 
took upon himfelf the immediate government of Mercia, which before had been in 
a great meafure independant of the crown §. The Saxon Chronicle fixes the death: 
of this prince in 925.1: His kingdom devolved to Athelftan, his natural 


jon q. 
* Chiron. Sax. p. 102. Flor. Wigorn. p. soge + ~Hoveden, p. 421. Hi. Hunting. lib. “o 
P-. 352: | { Chron. Sax. p. 105. Brompton,.p. 833. | W..Melm. lib. 2. cap. s, 
Hoveden, p. 421. § Chron. Sax. p. 108. Flor. Wigern. p. €or. +-Chron. Sax. p. 106, 
* Chron. Sax. p. 110. Hoveden, Pp. 421. Y H. Hunting. lib..g. p.353. 
t W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 5. Matth. Weft. p- 182. -Ingulf p. 23. Hizden, p. 261, 
it Chron. Sax. p. 109, § Chron. Sax. p. 110. _ Brompton, p. 831. + p. Ito. . 


q, W. Malmef. lib, 2. cap..6.. Brompton, p. 831. Matth, Weft, p. 180. 
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Chap.IL “B"H E ftain in this prince’s birth was not, in thofe times, deemed fo con- 
to exclude him from the throne; and Athelftan, being Of an 
a capacity, fitted for government, obrained the preference to 


aa | 2) 


age, as well as of 
Edward’s younger ceil? who, tho’ legitimate, were of too tender years to 
rale a pation fo much expofed both to foreign invafion and to domellic convul- 
fions. Some difcontents, however, prevailed on his acceffion; and Alfred, a 
nobleman of confiderable power, was thence encouraged to enter into a confpi- 
racy againft him, This event is related by hiftorians with circumftances, which 
the bender: according to the degree of credit he is difpofed to give them, may impute, 
sither to the invention of sedges who forged them, or to their artifice, who found } 
means to make them real. Alfred, it is faid, being feized upon {trong fufpicions, 
but without any certain proof, firmly denied the confpiracy imputed to him; and 
in order to juftify himfelf, he offered to fwear to his innocence before the Pope, 
whofe perfon, it was fuppofed, contained fuch fuperior fanctity, that no one 
could prefume to give a falfe oath in his prefence, and yet hope to efcape the 
immediate vengeance of Heaven. ‘The King accepted of the condition, and Al- 
fred was conduéted to Rome; where, either confcious of his innocence, or ne- 
electing the fuperftition, to which he appealed, he ventured to make the oath re- 
quired of him, before John, who then filled the papal chair, But no fooner had 
he pronounced the fatal words, than he fell into convulfions, of which in three Df 
days after he expired. ‘The King, as if the guile of the confpirator were now. 
fully afcertained, confifcated his eftate, and made a prefent of it to the monattery a 
of Malmefbury * ; fecure now that no doubts would ever thenceforth be enter- 
7 tained concerning the juftice of his proceedings. 
i Tue dominion of Athelftan was no fooner eftablifhed over his Englifh fub- ' 
‘ jects, than he endeavoured to give fecurity to the government, by providing 
again{t the infurreGtions of the Cee, which had created fo much difturbance to : 
his predeceflors, Eile marched into Northumberland; and finding, that the in- 
habitants bore with impatience the Englifh yoke, he thought it prudent to give 
Sithric, .a Danifh nobleman, the title of King, and to attach him to his interefts, 
by marrying him to his fifter, Editha--. But this policy proved by accident . | 
the fource of very dangerous confequences. Sithric died in a twelvemonth after ; | 
and his two fons by a former marriage, Anlaf and Godfrid, founding pretenfions * 
on their father’s elevation, affumed the fovereignty, without waiting for Athel- 


* W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap.6. Spell. Conc. p. 407. 
t Alured Beverl. pe 109. W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 6. Hoveden, p. 422. 
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ftan’s confent. ‘They were foon expelled by the power of that monarch ; and the 
former took fhelter in Ireland, as the latter did in Scotland * ; where he received, 
during fome time, protection from Conftantine, who then enjoyed the crown of 
that kingdom. The Scottith prince, however, continually folicited, and even 
menaced, by Athelftan, ‘at laft promifed to deliver up his gueft; but {fecretly de- 
tefting this treachery, he gave Godfrid warning to make his efcape + ; and that 
fugitive, after fubfifting by pyracy for fome years, freed the King, by his death, 
from any farther anxiety. Athelftan, refenting Conftantine’s behaviour, entered 
Scotland with a great army.; and ravaging the country with impunity t, he re- 
duced the Scots to fuch diftrefs, that their King was content to preferve his 
crown, by making the moft humble fubmiffions to the enemy. The Englith 
hiftorians affert ||, that Conftantine did homage to Athelftan for his whole 
kingdom ; and they add, that the latter. prince, being urged by his courtiers to 
puth the prefent favourable opportunity, and entirely fubdue Scotland, replied, 
that it was more glorious to confer than conquer kingdoms §. But thofe annals, 
fo uncertain and imperfect in themfelves, lofe all credit, when national prepoffef- 
fions and animofities have place: And on that account, the Scots hiftorians, who, 
without having any more knowledge of the matter, ftrenuoufly deny the faé, 
feem more worthy of belief. 


CoNSTANTINE, whether he owed the retaining his crown to the moderation of 
Athelftan, who was unwilling to employ all his advantages again{t him, or to 
the policy of that monarch, who efteemed the humiliation of an enemy a greater 
acquifition than the fubjection of a difcontented and mutinous people, thought the 
behaviour of the Englifh more an objeét of refentment than of gratitude,, He 
entered into a confederacy with Anlaf, who had collected a great body of Danith 
pyrates, whom he found hovering in the Irifh feas; and with fome Welth prin- 
ces, who, were terrified with the growing power of Athelftan: And al! thefe al- 
lies made by concert an irruption with a great army into England. Athelitan, 
collecting his forces, met the enemy near Brunfbury in Northumberland, and de- 
feated them in a general engagement |. This victory was chiefly afcribed to the 
valour of Turketul, the Englifh chancellor : For in thofe turbulent azes, nO one 


* W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 6, + Ibid. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 111. Hoveden, p. 422. H. Hunting. lib. 5. p. 354. |. Hoveden, ‘p. 422. 
§ W. Malmef. lib, 2. cap. 6. Brompton, p. 838. Higden, p. 262. Anglia Sacra, vol, 1, p. 212, 
4 Chron. Sax. p, 112,113. W.Malmef, lib. 2. cap. 6. Ethelwerd, cap. 5. H. Hunting, lib. 
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p. 354.  Ofberne, p. 80. Brompton, p. $39. Flor. Wigorn. p.603. ~ Matth. Weft. p. 186. 
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| Soe 


was fo. much occupied in civil employments, as wholly to lay afide the military» 


character *. 

THERE ig a cCircumftance, not unworthy of notice, which hiftorians relate with. 
regard to the tranfactions of this war. Anlaf, on the approach of the Englifh: 
army, thought, that he could not venture too much to enfure a fortunate event ;. 
and employing the artifice formerly practifed by Alfred againft the Danes, he: 
entered the enemy’s camp in the habit of a minftrel.. The ftratagem was for the 
prefent attended with a like fuccefs. He gave fuch: fatisfaction to the foldiers,, 
who flocked about him, that they introduced him to the King’s tent; and An- 
laf, having played before that prince and his nobles during their repaft, was dif- 
miffed with a handfome reward. His prudence kept him from refufing the pre- 
fent; but his pride determined him, on his departure, to bury it, while he fan- 
cied that he was unefpied by all the world.. But. a. foldier in Athelftan’s camp, 
who had formerly ferved under Anlaf, had been ftruck with fome fufpicion on. 
the firft appearance of the minftrel ;. and was engaged by curiofity to obferve all 
his motions. He regarded this laft a€tion as a full proof of Anlaf’s difguife s. 
and he immediately carried the intelligence to Athelftan, who blamed him for not 


fooner giving him information, that he might have feized his enemy.. But the 


foldier told him, that as he had formerly fworn fealty to Anlaf, he could never 


have pardoned himfelf the treachery of betraying and ruining his antient matter ;. 
and that Athelftan himfelf, after fuch an inftance of: his criminal conduét, would’ 
have had equal reafon to doubt of his allegiance. Athelftan, having praifed the. 
generofity of the foldier’s principles, reflected on the incident, which he forefaw- 
might be attended with important confequences. He removed his ftation in the- 


camp ; and as a.bifhop arrived that evening with a reinforcement of troops, (for 


the ecclefiaftics were then no lefs warlike than the civil magiftrates) he occupied: 
with his train that very place which had been left vacant by the King’s removal. 


The precaution of Athelftan was found prudent: For no fooner. had darknefs 


fallen, than Anlaf broke into the camp, and baftening direct'y to the. place where. 


he had left the King’s tent, put the bifhop:to death, before he had time. to pre-. 
pare for his defence Tf. 


Tuere fell feveral Danifh and’ Welfh princes in the action of Brunfbury f;. 


and Conftantine and Anlaf made their efcape with difficulty, leaving the greateft 
part of their army on the field of battle. After this fuccefs, Athelftan enjoyed: 


* The office of chancellor among the Anglo-Saxons refembled more that of a fecretary of. ftate,. 
than that of our prefent chancellor.. See Spellmanin voce Cancellarius. 


+ W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap..6.. Hligden, p. 263. t Brompton, p, 839.. Ingulf, p. 29. 


7 his. 







































a 


E. DOsM. .U Sag: 7% 


his crown in tranquillity ; and he is regarded as one of the ableft and moft active Chap. 1. 
of thofe antient princes. He paffed a remarkable law, which was calculated for 

the encouragement of commerce, and which it required fome largenefs of mind, 

in that age, to have devifed, That a merchant, who had made two long fea- 

voyages on his own account, fhould be admitted to the rank of a thane or gentle- 

man. This prince died at.Glocefter in the year 941“, after a reign of fixteen 

years ; and was fucceeded by his brother Edmund. 


B22. Ma ON aD, 


¥, DMUND, on his acceffion, met with difturbance from the reftlefs North- 

umbrians, who lay in wait for every opportunity of breaking into rebellion, 
But the King, marching fuddenly with his forces into their country, fo over- 
awed the rebels, that they endeavoured to appeafe him by the moft humble fub- 
miffions+. In order to give him the furer pledge of their obedience, they of- 
fered to embrace Chriftianity ; a religion which the Englifh Danes had frequently 
profeffed, when reduced to difficulties, but which, for that very reafon, they re- 
garded as a badge of fervitude, and fhook off as foon as a favourable opportunity 
offered. Edmund, trufting little to their fincerity in this forced fubmiffion, ufed 
the precaution of removing the Five-burgers from the towns of Mercia, in which 
they had been allowed to fettle; becaufe it was always found, that they took ad- 
vantage of every commotion, and introduced the rebellious or foreign Danes in- 
to the heart of the kingdom. He alfo fubdued Cumberland from the Britains , 
and conferred that principality on Malcolm, King of Scotland, on condition that 
he fhould do him homage for it, and prote¢t the north from all future incurfions 


of the Danes ||. 

Epmunp was very young when he came to the crown 3 yet his reign was fhort» 
as his death was violent. One day, as he was folemnizing a feftival in the county 
of Glocefter, he remarked, that Leolf, a notorious robber, whom he had fenten- 
ced to banifhment, had yet the boldnefs to enter the hall where he himfelf dined, 
and to fit at table with his attendants. Enraged at this infolence, he ordered 
him to leave the room; but on his refufing to obey, the King, whofe temper, 


‘© 
~~ 


* Chron: Sax. p. 114. + W. Malmef, lib. 2. cap. 7. Brompton, p. 357. 
¢ Chron. Sax. p.114. H. Hunting. lib. 5. p.355. Brompton, p 857. Chron. de Muilrofe, 
p. 148. Higden, p. 263. Alur. Beverl. p. 110. ; 


|| Chron. Sax. p.1is, W. Malmef, lib, 2. cap. 7. Hoveden, p. 423. Brompton, p. 857. 
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naturally choleric, was enflamed by this additional infult, leaped on him him- 
felf, and feized him by the hair: But the ruffian, puthed to extremity, drew his 
dageer, and gave Edmund a wound, of which he immediately expired*. This 
event happened in the year 946+, and in the fixth year of the King’s reign. 
Edmund left male-iffue, but fo young, that they were incapable of governing 
the kingdom ; and his brother, Edred, was promoted to the crown. 


e pp Roe 


HE reign of this prince, as that of his predeceffors, was difturbed by the 
rebellions and incurfions of the Northumbrian Danes, who, tho’ frequently 
quelled, were never entirely fubdued, nor had ever paid a fincere allegiance to 
the crown of England. ‘The fucceflion of a new King feemed to them a favour- 
able opportunity for fhaking off the yoke; bat on Edred’s appearance with an 
army, they made him their wonted fubmiffions; and the King having wafted the 
country with fire and fword, as a punifhment of their rebellion, obliged them 
to renew their oaths of allegiance; and he ftrait returned with his forces. The 
obedience of the Danes lafted no longer than the prefent terror. Provoked at 
the devaftations of Edred, and even reduced by neceffity to fubfift on plunder, 
they broke into a new rebellion, and were again fubdued ||: But the King, now 
inftruéted by experience, took better precautions againft their future revolt. 
He fixed Englith garrifons in their moft confiderable towns ;, and placed over them 
an Englifh governor, who might watch all their motions, and fupprefs their in- 
furrections on the firft appearance. He obliged alfo Malcolm, King of Scotland, 
to renew his homage for the lands which he held in England §. 

Eprep, tho’ not unwarlike, nor unfit for active life, lay under the influence 
of the loweft fuperftition, and had blindly delivered over his confcience to the 
guidance of Dunftan, commonly called St. Dunftan, abbot of Glaftenbury +, 
whom he advanced to the higheft offices, and who covered, under the appear- 


-ance of fanétity, the moft violent and moft infolent ambition. Taking advan- 


tage of the implicit faith repofed in him by the King, this churchman imported 
into England a new order of monks, who much changed the ftate of ecclefiaftical 
affairs, and excited, on their firft eftablifhment, the moft violent commotions. 


* W.Malmef. lib. 2, eap.7. Hoveden, p. 423. Chron. de Muilrofe, p. r48,. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 115. Matth. Welt. p. 188. Ingulf, p. 29. Brompton, p. 88, 

{ Hoveden, p.423. Wallingford, p. 41. | Ethelwerd, cap. 7. Hoveden, Pp» 423. 

§ Matth. Weft. p. 186. Hisden, p. 263. 4 W. Malmef. lib, 2, cap. 7. 8% 
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From the time of the firft introduction of Chriftianity among the Saxons, there 
had been monafteries in England ;: and thefe eftablifhments had extremely multi- 
plied by the donations of the princes and nobles ; whofe fupertftition, derived from 
their ignorance and precarious life, and encreafed by remorfes for the crimes into 
which they were fo frequently betrayed, knew no other expedient for appeafing 
the Deity than a profufe liberality towards the ecclefiaftics. But the monks had 
hitherto been a fpecies of fecular priefts, who lived in the convents after the man- 


ner of the prefent canons or prebendaries, and were both intermingled, in fome 


degree, with the world, and endeavoured to render themfelves ufeful to it. 
They were employed in the education of youth *: They had the difpofal of their 
own time and induftry : They were not fubjected to the rigid rules of af order : 
They had made no vows of implicit obedience to their fuperiors + : And they 
ftill retained the choice, without quitting the convent, either of a married or 
a fingle life {. But a miftaken piety had produced in Italy a new {pecies of 
monks, called Benedictines; who, carrying farther the plaufible principles of 
mortification, fecluded themfelves entirely from the world, renounced all claim 
to liberty, and made a merit of the moft inviolable chaflity. Thefe practices 
and principles, which fuperftition at firft engendered, were greedily embraced 
and promoted by the policy of the court of Rome. The Roman pontiff, who 
was making every day great advances towards.an univerfal fovereignty over the 
ecclefiaftics, perceived, that the celibacy alone of the clergy could break off en- 
tirely their connexion with the civil power, and depriving them of every other 
object of ambition, engage them to promote, with unceafing induftry, the gran- 
deur of their own order. He was fenfible, that fo long as the monks were in- 
dulged in marriage, and were allowed families, they never could be fubjected to 
a ftrict rule, or reduced to that flavery under their fuperiors, which was requifite 
to procure to the orders, iffued from Rome, a ready and zealous obedience. 
Celibacy, therefore, began to be extolled, as the indifpenfible duty of priefts ; 
and the Pope undertook to make all the clergy throughout. the weftern world re- 
nounce at once the privilege of marriage: A fortunate policy, but at the fame 
time an Undertaking the moft difficult of any, Gnce he had the ftrongeft propen- 
fities of human nature to encounter, and found, that the fame connexions with 
the female fex, which generally encourages devotion, was here unfavourable to. 
the fuccefs of his project. It is no wonder, therefore, that this mafter-ftroke of 
art fhould have met with violent contradi@tion, and that the interefts of the hie- 


* Ofberne in Anglia Sacra, tom. 2. p 92. + Ofberne, p. or. 
> eC, \A/1 “+ 7 r = ~ P / , > 6 ” C} : x7: "MS 
t See Wharton’s notes to Anglia Sacra, tom. 2. p. 91. Gervafe, p. 1645, hron. Wint. MS. 
ate) Ane Dh) ; 
apud Spell, Conc. p. 434. 
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rarchy, and the inclinations of the priefts, being now placed in this fingular op- 
pofition, fhould, notwithftanding the continued efforts of Rome, have retarded 
the execution of that bold fcheme, during the courfe of near three centuries. 

As the bifhops and parochial clergy lived apart with their families, and were 
more conneéted with the world, the hopes of fuccefs with them were fainter, 
and the pretence for making them renounce marriage was much Jefs plaufible. 
But the pope, having caft his eye on the monks as the bafis of his authority, was 
determined to reduce them under ftri& rules of obedience, to procure them the 
credit of fanétity by an appearance of the moft rigid mortifications, and to break 
of all their other connections which might interfere with his fpiritual policy. 
Under pretence, therefore, of reforming abufes, which were, in fomedegree, un- 
avoidable in the antient eftablifhments, he had already fpread over the fouthern 
countries of Europe the ftri& rules of the monattic life, and began to form at- 
tempts towards a like innovation in England. ‘The favourable opportunity offer- 
ed itfelf (and it was greedily feized) arifing from the weak fuperftition of Edred, 
and the violent impetuous character of Dunftan. 

Dunstan was born of noble parents in the weft of England; and being 
educated under his uncle, Aldhelm, then archbifhop of Canterbury, had _be- 
taken himfelf to the ecclefiaftical life, and had acquired fome charaéter in the 
court of Edmund. He was, however, defamed to that prince as a man of li- 
centious manners * ; and finding his fortune blafted by thefe fufpicions, his ardent 
ambition prompted him to repair his indifcretions by running into an oppofite 
extreme. He fecluded himfelf entirely from the world ; he framed a cell fo {mall 
that he could neither ftand ere& in it, nor ftretch out his limbs during his re- 
pofe ; and he here employed himfelf perpetually either in devotion or in manual 
Jabour +. - It is probable, that his brain become gradually crazed by thefe fo- 
litary occupations, and that he framed chimeras, which, being believed by 
himlelf and his ftupid votaries, procured him the general character of fanétity 
among the people. He fancied, that the devi], among the frequent vifits, which 
he paid him, was one day more earneft than ufual in his temptations; till Dun- 
ftan, provoked at his importunity, feized him by the nofe with a pair of red hot 
pincers, as he put his head into the cell ; and he held him there, till that ma- 
lignant fpirit made the whole neighbourhood refound with his bellowings. This 
notable exploit was ferioufly credited and extolled by the public ; it is tranfmitted 
_ to pofterity by one who, confidering his age, may pafs for a writer of fome ele- 
gance {; and it infured to Dunftan a reputation, which no real piety, much lefs 


* Ofterne, p.95.. Matth. Weft. p. 187. + Ofkerne, p. 96. t Ofberne, p. 97. 
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virtue, could, even in the moft enlightened period, have ever been able to pro- 
cure him with the people. 

SupPORTED by the character, obtained in his retreat, Dunftan appeared again 
at court ; and gained fuch an afcendant over Edred, who had fucceeded to the 


crown, as made him, not only the director of his confcience, but his counfellor- 


in the moft momentous affairs of government. He was placed at the head of the 
treafury *, and being thus poffeffed both of power at court, and of credit with the 
populace, he was enabled to attempt with. fuccefs the moft arduous undertakings. 


Finding that his advancement had been owing to the opinion of his aufterity, he- 


profefied himfelf a partizan of the rigid monaftic rules ; and-after introducing that 
reformation into the convents of. Glaftenbury and Abingdon, he enceavoured to 
render it univerfalin the kingdom. 


Tue minds of. men were already well prepared forthis innovation. The praifes. 


of an inviolable chaftity had been carried to the higheft extravagance by fome 
of the firft preachers of chriftianity among the Saxons: The- pleafures of love 
had been reprefented as incompatible with. chriftian perfection: And a total ab- 
ftinence from all commerce with the fex was deemed fuch a meritorious pennance, 
as was fufficient to atone for the greateft enormities. ‘The confequence feemed 
natural, that thofe -at leaft who officiated at the altar fhould be clear of this pol. 
lution ; and when the doétrine. of. tranfubftantiation,. which was now creeping 
inf, was once fully eftablifhed, the reverence to the real body of Chrift in the 
eucharift, beftowed on this argument an additional force and influence, The 
monks knew how to avail themfelves of .all thefe popular topics, and to fet off 
their own character to the beft-advantage. They affected the createft aufterity 
of life and manners: They indulged thenifelves i in the higheft {trains of devotion : 


hey. inveighed bitterly. againft the vices and pretended luxury-of the age: They. 
were particularly vehement againft the diffolute lives of the fecular clergy, their - 


rivals : Every -particular inftance of libertinifm in that order was reprefented as a 
general corruption: And where other topics. of defamation. were wanting, their 


marriage became a fure object of invective, and their wives received the name of-- 
concubines, or other more opprobrious appellation. The fecular clergy, on the - 
other hand, who were numerous and rich, aod poffefled ofthe ecclefiaftical dio~. 
nities, deGeaded themfelves with vigour, and endeavoured to retaliate upon their. 
adverfaries. The people were thrown into agitation; and few inftances occur: 


of more violent diffentions,. excited by the moft material differences in religion 


* Ofberne, p. 102. Wallingford, p..541. T Spell, Conc, vol. 33, p, 452% 
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affinity there is between theological parties, the greater commonly is their ani- 
mofity. 

Tue progrefs of the monks, which was become confiderable, was fomewhat 
retarded by the death of Edred, their partizan, who expired after a reign of nine 
years *, He left children; but as they were infants, his nephew, Edwy, fon to 
Edmund, was placed on the throne, 


E D W 4 


D W Y, at the time of his acceffion, was not above fixteen or feventeen years of 
age, was poflefied of the moft amiable figure, and even endowed,’ according 

to authentic accounts, with the moft promifing virtues +. He would have been 
the favourite of his people, had he net unhappily, on the commencement of his 
reigen, been engaged in a controverfy with the monks, whofe rage neither the 
eraces of the body nor virtues of the mind could mitigate, and who have 
purfued his memory with the fame unrelenting vengeance, which they exercifed 
againft his perfon and dignity during his fhort and unfortunate reign. There 


was a beautiful princefs of the royal blood, ‘called Elgiva, who had made im- 


preffion on the tender heart of Edwy and as he was of an age, when the force 
of the paffions begins firft to be felt, he had ventured, contrary to the advice of 
his graveft counfellors, and the remonftrances of the more dignified ecclefiaftics x. 
to efpoufe her; tho’ fhe was within the degrees of affinity, prohibited by the 
canon-law ||.. As the aufterity, affected by the monks, made them particularly 
violent on this occafion, Edwy entertained a ftrong prepoffeffion againft them ; 
and feemed on that account determined not to fecond their project, of expelling 
the feculars from all the convents, and of acquiring to themfelves poffeffion of 
thofe rich eftablifhments. ‘The war was therefore declared between the King 
and the monks; and the former foon found reafon to repent him of his pro- 
voking fuch dangerous enemies. On the day of his coronation, his nobility 
were affembled in a great hall, and. were indulging themfelves in that riot and 
diforder, which, from the example of their German anceftors, had become ha- 


‘bitual to the Englith §; when Edwy, attracted by fofter pleafures, retired into 


the Queen’s apartments, and in that privacy, gave reins to his fondnefs towards 
his wife, which was only moderately checked by the prefence of her mother. 
Dunftan conjectured the reafon.of the King’s retreat ; and carrying along with 


* Chron, Sax, p. 115. + H. Hunting. lib. 5. p. 356. 


} W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 7. 


{| Ibid. § Wallingford, p. 542. 
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him, Odo, archbifhop of Canterbury, over whom he had gained an entire afcen- 
dant, he burft into the apartment, upbraided Edwy with his lafcivioufnefs, pro- 
bably beftowed on the Queen the moft opprobrious epithet which can be applied 
to her fex, and tearing him from her arms, pufhed him back, in a difgraceful 
manner, into the feftival of the nobles*. Edwy, tho’ young and oppofed by 
the prejudices of the people, found an opportunity of taking revenge for this 
publie infult. .He queftioned Dunflan concerning the adminiftration of the trea- 
fury during the reign of his predeceffor +; and when that minifter refufed to give 
any account of money, expended, as he affirmed, by the late King’s orders, 
he accufed him of malverfation.in his office, and banifhed him the kingdom tf. 
But Dunitan’s cabal were not unactive during his abfence: They filled the peo- 
ple’s ears with high panegyrics on his fanctity: They exclaimed againit the im- 
piety of the King and Queen: And having poifoned the minds of men by thefe 
declamations, they proceeded to {till more outrageous violences againit the royal 
authority. Archbifhop Odo fent mto the palace a party of foldiers, who feized 
the Queen, and having burned her face with a red-hot iron, in order to deftroy 
that fatal beauty, which had feduced Edwy, they carried her by force into Ire- 
Jand, there to remain in perpetual exile ||. Edwy, finding it in vain to refit, 
was obliged to confent to his divorce, which was pronounced by Odo§; anda 
cataftrophe, ftill more difmal, awaited the unhappy Elgiva. That amiable prin- 
cefs, being cured of her wounds, and having even obliterated the fcars, with 
which Odo had hoped to deface her beauty, returned into England, and was 
flying to the embraces of the King, whom fhe ftill regarded as her hufband ; 
when fhe fell into the hands of a party, whom the primate had ordered to in- 
tercept her, Nothing but her death could now give fecurity to Odo and the 
monks ; and her moft cruel death was requifite to fatiate their vengeance. She 
was hamftringed; and expired a few days after at Glocefter in the moft acute 
torments . 

Tue Englifh, blinded with fuperftition, inftead of being fhocked with this 
inhumanity, exclaimed that the misfortunes of Edwy and his fpoufe were a juft 
judgement on them for their diffolute contempt of the ecclefiaftical ftatutes- 
They even proceeded to rebellion againft their fovereign ; and having placed 
Edgar at their head, the younger brother of Edwy, a boy of thirteen years of 
age, they foon put him in pofleffion of Mercia, Northumberland, Eaft- Anglia ; 


* W. Malmef. lib. 2. ‘cap. 7. Ofberne, p. 83, 105. M. Welt. p. 195, 196. 


+ Wallingford, p. 542. Alur. Beverl: p. 192. ~ W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 7.  Hovedens 
p. 425, Ofberne, p. 84, 106. Brompton, p. 863. 4 Ofberne, p. 84. Gervafe, p. 16444 
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and chaced Edwy into the fouthern countries*. That it might not be doubtful 
at whofe inftigation this revolt was undertaken; Dunftan returned into Eng- 
land +, and took upon him the government of Edgar and his party. He was firft 
inftalled in the fee of Worcefter, them in that of London t, and, on Odo’s death, 
and the violent expulfion of Brighthelm, his fucceflor, in that of Canterbury |j5 
all which he long kept poffeffion of: Odo is tranfmitted to us by the monks, 
under the charaéter of a man of piety : Dunftan was even canonized ; and is one 
of thofe numerous faints of the fame ftamp, who difgrace the Romifh kalendar: 
Meanwhile, the unhappy: Edwy was excommunicated §, and purfued with uns 


relenting vengeance ; but his death, which happened foon after, freed his ene- 


mies from all farther -inquictude; and gave Edgar: peaceable pofieffion: of ‘the. 
covernment +. 


ED G A RK. 


HIS prince, who mounted the throne.in fuch early .youth, foon difcovered’ 
an excellent capacity. in. the adminiftration of affairs; and his reign is one 
of the moft fortunate, which we meet with in the antient Englifh hiftory. He 
fhowed no averfion to war; he made the wifeft preparations againft invaders : 


And by this vigour and forefight, he was enabled, without any danger of fuffering 
infults, to indulge his inclination towards peace, and to employ himfelf in. fup- 


— * Ofberne, p. 106. Flor. Wigorn. p. bee: Matth. Weft. p. 196. 

+ Hoveden, p. 425. Ofberne, p. 107. Brompton, p.-863. 

t+ Chron. Sax. p.'117. Flor. Wigorn. p.605. Wallingford, pi g44- ; 

_ |} Hoveden, p. 425. Ofberne, p. 10g. Brompton, p. 864, Flor. Wigorn-p. 605. Matth. Welt 
p. 196. Higden. p.267,. § Brompton, ,p..863. 

4+ There is a feeming contradiétion in antient hiftorians with regard to fome circumftances of the 
ftory of Edwy and Elgiva. It is agreed, that this prince had a violent paffion for his fecond or third 
coufin, Elgiva, whom he married} tho? within the degrees prohibited by the-canons. Itis alfo’ 
agreed, that he was dragged from a lady.on the:day of his coronation, and that the lady was afters 
wards treated with the fingular barbarity abovementioned... ‘The only difference is, that Ofberne and 


‘fome others call her his ftrumpet, not his wife, as fhe is faid to be by Malmefbury. But this difference 


is eafily reconciled : For if Edwy married her contrary to the canons, the monks would be fure to 
deny her to be his wife, and would infift that fie could be nothing but bis {trumpet :-So that, on the 
whole, we may elteem this reprefentation of the matter as certain’; at leait,.as by far the moft probable, 
If Edwy had only kept a miftrefs, it is well known, that there were methods of accommodation with 
the church, which would have prevented the clergy from proceeding to fuch extremities againft him : 


But his marriage, contrary ta the vandns, Was an infult on their authority, and called for their higheft 
refentment. 


porting 
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porting and improving the internal government of his kingdom *,. . Fie maintain 
ed a body of difciplined:troops ; which he quartered in the north, in order to keep 
the mutinous Northumbrians in fubjection, and to repel the inroads of the Scots. 
He built and fupported a powerful navy +; and that he might retain. the feamen 
in the practice of their duty, and fhow perpetually a formidable armament to his 
enemies, he ftationed three f{quadrons off the coaft, and ordered them to make, 
from time to time, the circuit of his dominions {. The foreign Danes dared not 
to approach a country, which appeared in fuch a pofture of defence: The dometti¢ 
Danes faw inevitable deftruction to be the confequence of their tumults and in- 
furrections: The neighbouring princes, of Wales, Scotland, the Ifle of Man, 
the Orkneys, and even of Ireland ||, were reduced to pay fubmiffions to fo formi- 
_dable a prince. He carried his fuperiority to.a great height, and might, have ex- 
cited an univerfal combination againft him, had not his power been fo well efta- 
blithed, asto deprive his enemies of all*hopes of fhaking it: Ic is faid, that re- 
fiding once at Chefter, and having propofed to go by water to the abbey of St. 
John the Baptift, he obliged eight of his tributary Kings to row him in a barge 
upon the Dee §.. The Englifh hiftorians are fond to mention the name of Ken- 
‘neth III. King of Scots among the number: The Scots hiftorians, either deny 
the fat, or affert, that their King, if ever he acknowledged himfelf a vafial to 
Edgar, did him homage, not for his crown, but for the dominions, which he held 
in England. 


Bur the chief means, by which Edgar maintained his authority, and preferved 
public peace, was the paying court to Dunftan and the Monks, who had at firft 
placed him on the throne, and who, by their pretenfions to fuperior fan¢tity and 
purity of manners, had acquired an afcendant over the people. He favoured 
their fcheme for difpoffeffing the fecular canons of all the monafteries| 5 he be- 


_.* Chron, Sax. p. 116. Knighton, p. 2313. Brompton, p. 864, 869. Flor. Wigorn, p. 605. 
Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 29. + Higden, p. 265. 
{ Many of the Englifh hiftorians make Edgar's fhips amount to an extravagant number, to 3000, 
or 3600: See Hoveden, p. 426. Flor. Wigorn, p. 6o7. Abbas Rieval, p, 360. But Grompton,’p. 
$69; fays that Edgar had 4000 veflels, How can-thefe accounts be reconciled to, probability and to 
the ftate of the navy in the time of Alfred? W. Thorne makes the whole number amount only to 300, 
which is more probable, The fleet of Ethelred, Edgar’s fon, muft have been fhort of 1000 fhips ; yet 
the Saxon Chronicle, p. 137, fays it was the greateft navy that ever had been feen in England. 
| Spell: Cont. -p. 432. | i 
§ W.Malmef.lib. z. cap. 8. Hoveden, p. 426. H, Honting, lib. 5. p. 356. Brompton, p. 859. 
Flor. Wigora. p. 607. Matth. Weft. p. 192. Higden, p. 267. Alar. Beverl. p. 112. 
| Chron. Sax. p. 117, 118. W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 8. - Hoveden, p, 425, 426. Ofberne, p. 
112. Gervafe, p. 1646. Brompton, p. 867. . Flor. Wigorn, p. 605,606, Matth. Welt. p. 195. 
Diceto, p. 458. Higden, p. 264. Spell. Conc. 433, 438, 439 443: 
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ftowed preferment on none but their partizans ; he allowed saoekeon to refion the: 
fee of Worcefter into the hands of Ofwald, one of his ‘creatures *, and to place 
Fthelwold, another of thet, in that of Winchefter + ;. he confulted thefe prelates 
in the adminiftration of all ecclefiaftical affairs, and-even in that of many civil ; 
and tho? the vigour of his own genius prevented him from being implicitely 
guided by them, the King and the bifhops found {uch advantages in their mutual 
harmony, that 'they acted always in concert, and united their influence in preferv- 
ing the peace and tranquillity of the public. 

In order to. compleat the great work of placing the new order of monks in all 
the convents, Edgar digsincuna a general council of the prelates and the heads. 
ef the religious biden. He here inveighed againtt the diffolute lives. of the -fe- 
cular clergy ; the fmailnefs of their tonfure, saitHich{ it 1s probable, maintained. 
no longer any refemblance to the crown.of thorns 5 their negligence 4 in attending 
the ederethe of their funétion; their mixing with the laity in the pleafbres of 
gaming, hunting, dancing and fingings; and their openty living with concubines,. 
by which it is commonly fuppofed he meant their wives. He then turned him- 
felf to Dunftan the primate; and inthe name of the date King, Edred, -his fa- 
ther, whom he fuppofed to look down from Heaven with. indignation againft. 
all thofe enormities, he thus addreffed him. ‘** °Tis you, Dunftan, by whofe 

advice I founded monafteries, buile churches, and expended muy treafure ih. 

the fupport of religion and religious houfes. You.was my counféllor and af- 

fiftant in all my {fchemes: You was the director of 'my-confcience : To you I 

was obedient in all things. When did you call for ba ire which. 1 refufed* 

you? Was my afiiftance ever wanting to the poor ? Did 1 deny fupport and: 
eftablifhments to the clergy and the convents? Did I ‘net bearken-to your in- 
ftruGions, who told me, that thefe charities were, of all: others, the moft 
grateful to my Maker, and fixed a perpetual fund for the fupport of religion > 

And are all our pious endeavours now fruftrated by. the: diffolute lives of the 

priefts ? Not that I throw any blame on you: You have reafoned, befought,. 

inculcated, inveighed : But it behoves you now to ufe fharper and more vi- 

gorous remedies; and conjoining your fpiritual authority with the civil power, 

to purge effectually the temple of God from thieves. and intruders t”. It js. 
eafy to imagine that this harangue had the defired effect; and that, when the. 
King and prelates thus concurred: with. the popular prejudices, it was not long. 


* W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap..8.. Hoveden, :p. 425. 
+ Gervafe, p. 1646, Brompton, p. 864.. Flor. Wigorn. p. 606. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de- 
Borgo, p. 27, 28. __§ Abbas Rieval. p..360, 361. Spel. Conc. p. 476, 477, 478. 
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before the monks prevailed, and eftablifhed their new rules in almoft all the con- 
vents, 


We may remark, that the declamations againft the fecular clergy are both: 


here and in all the hiftorians, conveyed in general terms; and as that order of 


men are commonly reftrained by the decency of their character, not to mention. 


fuperior motives, it 1s difficult to believe, that the complaints againft their diffo- 


lute manners could be fo univerfally juft as is pretended. It is more probable,, 


that the monks paid court. to the populace by an affected aufterity of life; and 
reprefenting the moft innocent liberties, taken by the other clergy, as great and 


unpardonable enormities, thereby prepared the way for the increafe of their own. 


power and influence. Edgar, however, like a true politician, concurred with 
the prevailing party ; and he even indulged them in pretenfions, which, tho’ they 
might, when complied with, engage the monks to fupport royal authority during 
his own reign, proved’ afterwards very dangerous to his fucceffors, and gave dif- 
turbance to the whole civil power. He feconded the policy of the court of Rome, 
in granting to. fome monafteries an exemption from epifcopal jurifdi@ion: He 


allowed the convents, even thofe of royal foundation, to ufurp the election of. 
their own abbot: And he admitted their forgeries of antient charters, by which, . 
from the pretended grant.of former kings, they aflumed like privileges and ex-. 


emptions *. 


Tuese merits of Edgar have procured him the higheft panegyrics from the- 


monks ; and he is tran{fmitted to us not only under the character of. a great poli- 
tician and an active prince,. praifes to which he feems to have been intitled, but 
under that of a great faint and aman of virtue. But nothing could more be- 


tray both his own hypocrify in inveighing againft the licentioufnefs- of the fecular . 


clergy, and the interefted {pirit of his partizans, in beftowing fuch eulogies on his 


piety, than. the ufual tenor of his conduc, which was licentious tothe higheft : 
deoree, and violated every Jaw, human and divine. Yetthofe very monks, who, . 


as we are told by Ingulf, a very antient hiftorians;. had no idea of any moral or 
religious merit, except chaftity and obedience, not.only connived at his. enormi- 
ties, but loaded him with the higheft praifes;. Hiftory, however, has preferved 


fome inftances of his amours, from which, as from.a {pecimen, we may form a. 


conjecture of the. reft. 
Epcar broke into a convents. carried off Editha,..a- nun, by force, and even 
committed violence on her perfont.. For.this act of facrilege and brutality, 


* Chron. Sax.. p. 118... W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 8.. Seldeni Spicileg. ad Hadm. ps 149, 157- 
+ W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap..8:. Ofbérne, p. 3. ~“Dicetay.p. 457.. Higden, p. 265, 267, 268%. 
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he was:reprimanded by Dunftan ; and: that he might reconcile himfelf with the 
church, he was obliged, not to feparate from his miftrefs, but to abftain from 
wearing his crown during feven years, and to deprive himfelf fo long of that ufe- . 
Jefs ornament *: A punifhment very unequal to that inflicted on ‘he unfortunate 
Edwy, who, fora marriage, which, in the ftricteft fenfe, could only deferve the 
name of irregular, was expelled his kingdom, faw his Queen treated with the 
moft fingular barbarity, was loaded with calumnies, and has been tranfmitted to 
pofterity under the moft odious colours. Such is the afcendant which may be at- 
tained, by hypocrify and cabal, over mankind ! | 

Turre was another miftrefs of Edgar, called Elfleda, with whom he firlt 
formed a connexion by a kind of accident. Paffing one day ty Andover, he 
lodged in the houfe of a nobleman, whofe daughter, being endowed with all the 
graces of perfon and behaviour, enflamed him at firft fight with the higheft de- 
fire, and made him refolve by any expedient to gratify it. Ashehad not leifure 
to employ courtfhip or addrefs for attaining his purpofe, he. wen: directly to her 
mother, declared the violence of his pafiion, and. defired that che young lady 
might be.allowed to pafs that very night with him. ‘The mother was a woman 
of virtue, and determined not to difhonour-her daughter and her family by com- 
pliance ; but being well acquainted with ‘the impetuofity of the King’s temper, 
fhe thought it would be eafier, a$ well as fafer, to deceive than refufe him. She 
feigned therefore a fubmiffion to his. will ; but fecretly ordered < waiting-maid, 
of no difagreeable figure, to fteal into the King’s bed, after all the company 
fhould be retired to reft. “In the morning, before day-break, the damfel, agree- 
able to the injunctions of her miftrefs, offered to retire; but Edgar, who had no 
referve in his pleafures, and whofe love to his bedfellow was rather enflamed by © 
enjoyment, refufed his confent, and employed force and entreatits to detain her. 
Elfieda, trofting to her.own charms, and to the love with which, fhe hoped, fhe 
had now infpired the King, made probably but a faint refiftance ; and the return 
of light difcovered the deceit to Edgar. He had pafied a night fo much to his 
{atisfaGtion, that he expreffed no difpleafure with the old lady on account of her 
fraud ; his love was tranferred to Elfieda; fhe became his favourite miftrefs, and 
maintained her afcendant over him, till his marriage with Elfrida +. | 

Tue circumftances of his marriage with this lady were more fingular, and 
more criminal, Elfrida was daughter and heir of Olgar, earl of Devonfhire; 
and tho’ fhe had been educated in the country, and had never appeared at court, 
‘fhe had filled all England with the reputation of her beauty. Edgar himfelf, who 


“* Ofberne, p. 1116 | | + W. Malmef. ‘iib. 2. cap. 8. Higder, p, 268. 
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was indifferent to no accounts of this nature, found his curiofity excited :by the 
frequent panegyrics which he heard of Elfrida ; and reflecting on her noble birth, 
he refolved, if he found her: charms anfwerable to their fame, to obtain poffef- 
Gon of her onhonourable terms. He communicated his intention to earl Athel- 


wold, his favourite; but ufed the precaution, before he made any advances to — 


her patents, to order that nobleman, on fome pretence, to pay them a vifit, and 
to bring him acertain account of the beauty of their daughter. Athelwold, when 
¢ntroduced to the young lady, found general. report to have fallen much fhort of 
the truth; and being enflamed with the highelt love, he determined to facrifice 
to this new paffion all his fidelity to his matter, and to the truft repofed in him. 
He returned to Edgar, and told him, that the riches alone, and high quality of. 
Elfrida, had been’ the ground of the admiration paid her, and. that. her charms, 
far from being anywife extraordinary, would have.been overlooked in a woman 
of inferior ftation. When he had, by this deceit, turned the King from his pur- 
pofe, he took.an opportunity, after fome interval, of turning again the converfa- 
tion on Elfridci ; and. he remarked, that, tho’ the parentage and fortune of the 
lady had not produced on him, as on others, any illufion with regard to her 


beauty, hecoald not forbear reflecting, that fhe would on the whale be an ad- - 
vantageous mitch for him, and might, by her birth and riches, make him a. 


fufficient compenfation for the homelinefs of her perfon. If the King, therefore, 
gave his approbation to the defign, he was determined to make propolals in his 


own behalf tothe earl of Devonfhire, and doubted not to obtain his, as well as. 
the young lad7’s, confent to the marriage. Edgar, pleafed with an expedient:: 


for. eftablifhing his favourite’s fortune, not only exhorted him to execute_his pur- 


x 


Elfrida in thecountry, and for keeping her at a diftance from Edgar.- 
Tue violet paffion of Athelwold had concealed from him the neceflary confe- 


quences whic muft attend his conduct, and the advantages wirich the numerous « 


enemies that always-purfue a royal favourite, would, by its means, be able to 
make againftaim.. Edgar was foon informed of the. truth ; but before he would 


€yecute venoeince on Athelwold’s treachery, he refolved to fatisfy himfelf with hie - 
sh y y 


own eyes of the certainty and full extent of his guilt. He told him, that he in-= 


tended to.pay him a-vifit in his .caftle, and be introduced to the .acquaintance of » 


his new marred wife ; and Athelwold, as he could not refufe this honour,. beg+ 


ged only leave to go before hima few hours; that he-might the better: prepare 
every thing for his reception.. He then difcovered the whole matter to Elfrida ; . 
and 


pofe, but forvarded its fuccefs by his recommendations to.the. parents of Elfrida; . 
and Athelwold was foon made happy in the poffeffion of his miftrefs. Dreading, . 
however, the detection of the artifice, he employed every pretence for detaining - 
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and begged her, if fhe had any regard, either to her own honour, or to his life, 


to conceal from Edgar, by every circumftance of drefs and behaviour, that fatal 


beauty, which had feduced him from fidelity to his friend, and had betrayed him 
into fo many falfhoeds. Elfrida promifed compliance, tho’ nothing was farther 
from her intentions. She deemed herfelf little beholden to Athelwold for a paf- 
fion, which had deprived her of a crown; and knowing the force of her own 
charms, fhe did not defpair even yet of reaching that ftation, of which her huf- 
band’s artifice had bereaved her. She appeared before the King with all the ad- 
vantages which the richeft attire, and the moft engaging airs, could beftow upon 
her, and excited at once in his bofom the higheft love towards herfelf, and the 
moft furious defire of revenge againft her hufband. Heknew, however, how to 
diffemble thefe paffions ; and feducing Athelwold into a wood, on pretence of 
hunting, he ftabbed him with his own hand, and foon after publicly efpoufed 
Elfrida *. 

Brrore we conclude our account of this reign, we muft mention two circum- 
ftances, which are remarked by hiftorians. The reputation of Edgar allured a 
great number of foreigners to vifit his court; and he gave them encouragement 
to refide in England +. We are told, that they imported all the vices of their 
refpeétive countries, and contributed to corrupt the fimple manners of the na- 
tives [: But as this fimplicity of manners, fo highly and often fo injudicioufly 
extolled, preferved them not from barbarity and treachery, the greateft of all 
vices, and the molt incident to a rude uncultivated people, we ought perhaps to 
deem their acquaintance with foreigners rather an advantage ; as it tended to en- 
large their views, and to cure them of thofe illiberal prejudices and ruftic manners, 
to which iflanders are often fubject. 

Anorner remarkable incident of this reign was the extirpation of wolves 
from England. ‘This advantage was attained by the induftrious policy of Edgar. 
He took great pains in hunting and purfuing thofe ravenous animals; and when 
he found, that they had all taken fhelter in the mountains and forefts of Wales, he 
changed the tribute of money impofed on the Welfh princes by Athelftan, his 
predeceffor |], into an annual tribute of three hundred heads of wolves; which 
produced fuch diligence in hunting them, that the creature has been no more 
icen in this ifland. 


* W. Malmef. lib, 2. cap. 8. Hoveden, p. 426. Brompton, p. 865, 866. Flor. Wigorn, p. 6c6. 
Higden, p. 268. + Chron, Sax, p. 116. H, Hunting. lib. 5. p.356. Brompton, p. 865. . 
t W. Malmef, lib, 2. cap, 8. i| W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap, 6. Brompton, p. 833. 
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Epcar died, after a reign of fixteen years, and in the thirty-third of his age. 


He was fucceeded by Edward, whom he had by his firft marriage with the daugh- 
ter of Earl Ordmer * 


E DWAR D the Martyr. 


HE fucceffion of this prince, who was only fifteen years of age at his father’s 
death, did not take place without much difficulty and oppofition. Elida, 
his ftep-mother, had a fon, Ethelred, feven years old, whom fhe Phi 
raife tothe throne: She affirmed, that Edgar’s marriage with the mother of 
Edward, was expofed to infuperable objections ; and as fhe had poffefled Sad 
credit with her hufband, fhe had found means to acquire partizans, who feconded 
all her pretenfions. But the title of Edward was fupported by many advantages. 
He was appointed fucceflor by the will of his father +: He was anproaching to 
man’s eftate, and might foon be able to take into his own hands the reins of go- 
vernment: The principal nobility, dreading the imperious temper of Elfrida, 
were averfe to her fon’s government, which muft enlarge her authority, if not 
put her in poffeffion of the regency: And above all, Dunftan, whofe character 
of fanétity had given him the higheft credit with the people, had efpoufed the 
caufe of Edward, over whom he had already acquired a great afcendant {, and 
was determined to execute the will of Edgar in his favour. ‘To cut off all pre- 
tenfions, Dunftan refolutely anointed and crowned the young prince at Kingfton ; 
and the whole kingdom, without farther oppofition, fubmitted to him ]. 


Ir was of great importance to Dunftan and the monks, to place on the throne 
a King favourable to their caufe: The fecular clergy had {till partizans in Eng- 
Jand, who defired to keep them in poffeffion of the convents, ‘and of the ecclefi- 
aftical authority. On the firft intelligence of Edgar’s death, Alfere, duke of 
Mercia, expelled the new orders of sauiics from ‘all the monafteries which lay 
within his jurifdi€tion § ; but Elfwin, duke of Eaft- Anglia, and Brithnot, duke 
of the Eaft-Saxons, protected them within their territories, and infifted upon the 
execution of the late laws enacted in their favour 1, In order to fettle this con- 


* W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 8. Hoveden, p. 426. Knighton, p. 2313. 

‘+ Hoveden, p. 427. Eadmer, p. 3- t Eadmer, ex edit. Seldeni, p. 3. 

| W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 9. Hoveden, p. 427. Ofberne, p. 113. Gervafe, p. 1647. Knighton, 
p. 2313. Brompton, p.872z. Flor. Wigorn, p. 607. Chron. Abb. St. Petri di Burgo, p. 29. 

§ Chron. Sax. p. 123. W. Malmef, liv. 2, cap. 9. Hoveden, p. 427. Brompton, p. 870. 
Flor. Wigorn. p. 607. 4. Hoveden, p. 427. Brompton, p. $70. Higden, p. 269. 
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troverfy, there were fummoned feveral fynods, which, according to the practice 
ot thofe times, confifted partly of ecclefiaftical members, partly of the lay noe 
bility. Fhe monks were able to prevail in all thefe aflemblies ;. tho’ as it ap- 
pears, contrary to the fecret wifhes, if not the declared oppofition, of the lead=-. 
ing men in the nation *.. They had more invention in forging miracles to {up- 
port their caufe ;. or having been fo fortunate as to obtain, by their pretended: 
aufterities, the character of piety, their miracles were better believed by the po- 


puilace. 


In one fynod, Dunftan, finding the majority of votes againtt him, rofe up,. 
and informed the audience, that he had, in that inftant, received an immediate- 
revelation in behalf of the monks; and the affembly were fo aftonifhed ar this 
intelligence, or probably fo overawed by the populace, that they proceeded ho. 
farther in their deliberations. In another fynod,. a voice iffued from the crucifix,. 
and informed the members, that the eftablifhment of the monks was founded on. 
the will of heaven, and could not be-oppofed without impiety +. But the mi- 
racle performed in the third fynod was {till more alarming : The floor of the hall. 
in which the affembly met, funk of a fudden, and a great number of the members. 
were either bruifed or killed by the fall. It was remarked, that Dunftan had pre- . 
vented that day the King from attending the fynod, and that the beam on which 
his own chair ftood, was the only one which did not fink under the weight of the: 
afiembly {: But thefe circumftances, inftead of begetting any fufpicion of con- 
‘ trivance, were regarded as the fureft proof of the immediate interpofition of pro-. 

vidence, in behalf of thefe favourites of heaven J, 


Epwarp lived four years after his acceffion, and there pafied nothing. re-- 
markable during his reign. His death was memorable and tragical §. This. 
young prince was endowed with the moft amiable innocence of manners 3: and as. 
his own intentions were always pure, he was incapable of entertaining any fufpi+ 


* W. Malmef, lib. 2. cap. 9. _ t+ W. Malmef. lib. z.. cap. 9.. Ofberne, p. 112. Gere. 
vale, p. 1647. Brompton, p: 870. Higden, p. 260. | 
} Chron. Sax. p. 124... W. Malmef. lib, 2. cap. 9. Hoveden, p. 427. H. Hunt. lib, 5. Ps 307. 


Gervafe, p. 16,7. Brompton, p. 870, Flor. Wigorn, p- 607. Higden, p, 269. Chron. Abb. 
St. Petri de Burgo, p. 29. 


| Ihave already made aremark, (and it would be too tedious to repeat it as often as there is occa- 
fion) that, where we meet with fuch flories in the antient authors, we may juftly entertain a doubt 
whether they be owing to the fi€tion of the fucceeding monks, who invented them, 


and contrivance of thofe monks who lived in the time, and who reall 
§ Chron. Sax. p. 124. 


or to the fubtlety 
y impofed upon the populace. 


cion 





if 


EDWARD tHE Mar rv. gt 
cion againft others, Tho’ his ftep mother had oppofed his fucceflion, and had 
raifed a party in favour of her own fon, he always fhowed her marks of the 
createft regard, and even exprefied, on all occafions, the moft tender affection 
towards his brother*. He was hunting one day in a foreft in Dorfethhire; and 
being led by the chace near Corfe-caftle, where Elfrida refided, he took-the op- 
portunity of paying her a vifit, unattended by any of his retinue, and he thereby 


prefented her with the occafion which fhe had long wifhed for. After he had 


mounted his horfe, he defired fome liquor to be brought him; and while he was 
holding the cup to his head, a fervant of Elfrida approached him, and gave him 
a ftab behind. The prince, finding himfelf wounded, put fpurs to-his horfe ; 
but becoming faint by lofs of blood, he feli from the faddle, his foot ftuck in 
the ftirrup, and he was dragged along by his unruly horfe, till he expired +. 


Being tracked by the blood, his body was found, and was privately interred at 
Wereham by his fervants. 


THE youth and innocence of this prince, with his tragical death, begot fuch 
compaffion among the people, that they believed miracles to be wrought at his 
tombt; and they gave him the appellation of martyr, tho’ his murder had no 
reference to any religious principle or opinion. Elfrida built monafteries, and 
performed many penances, in order to atone for her guilt ||; but could never, 


by all her hypocrify or remorfes, recover the good opinion of the public, tho’ 
fo eafily deluded in thofe ignorant ages. 


* W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap.g. Brompton, p. 873. Matth: Weft. p.193. Wallingford, p. 545. 

+ W. Malmef. lib: 2. cap.9. Hoveden, p. 427. Gervafe, p. 1647. Knighton, p. 2313. 
Brompton, p. 873. 

{ W. Malmef. lib. 2, cap.9. Knighton, p. 2313. Brompton, p. 874, 875,376. Matth. Weft. 
p.194. Higden, p. 269. 

| Knighton, p. 2313, 2314. Brompton, p, 876. 
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The ANGLO-SAXONS, 


Exhelrid——Settlement of the Normans Edmond _ Ironjfide Canute’ 
the Great Harold Harefoot Hardicanute Edward the Con- 


Selfor Harold, 
Baek He -B AL eRe ike 


HE freedom which England had fo long enjoyed from Danith depreda-: 
tions, feems to have proceeded, partly from the eftablifhments which that 
nation 1ad obtained in the north of France, and which employed all their fuper- 
fluous hands to people and maintain them ; partly from the vigour and warlike 
fpirit of a long race of Englifh princes, who preferved the country in a pofture of 
defence by fea and land, and either prevented or repelled every attempt of the 


invaders. But a new generation of men being now fprung up in the northern re- 


gions, who could no longer difburthen shemseelves on Normandy ; the Englith 
had reafon to dread, that they would again vifit an ifland, to which they were in- 
vited, both by the memory of their paft fucceffes, and by the expectation of ai- 
fiftance from their countrymen, who, tho’ long eftablifhed in the kingdom, were 
not yetthoroughly united with the natives, nor had entirely forgot their invete~ 
rate hadits of war and depredation: And as the prefent King was a minor, and, 
even wien he attained to man’s eftate, never difcovered either courage or capacity 
fufficient to govern his own fubjeéts, much lefs to repel a formtdable enemy, the 
people might juftly expect to fuffer the worft calamities from fo dangerous a crifis, 
Tue Danes, before they durft attempt any important enterprize againft Eng- 
land, made a fmall incurfion, by way of trial; and having landed from feven 
vefiels near Southampton, they ravaged the country, enriched themfelves by 


_fpoil, and departed with impunity *, Six years after, they made a like attempt 


in the veft, and met with like fuccefs +; and the invaders, having pow found af- 
fairs ina very different fituation from that in which they formerly appeared, en- 


* Chron, Sax. p. 125. H. Hunt, p.357. Hoveden,p.427. Chron. St. Petri di Burgo, p. 3c. 
Sim, Doi. p. 161. Brompton, p. 8754. | 

+ Chnn, Sax. p. 126. Hoveden, p. 427. Sim. Dun, p. 161. 
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couraged their countrymen to affemble a greater force, and to hope fcr more Chap. Ivf. 
confiderable advantages. They landed in Effex under the command of two as 
chieftains ;-and having defeated and flain at Maldon, Brithnot, duke of that ce 
county *, who ventured with a fmall force to attack them, they fpread tieir de- 
vaftations over all the neighbouring provinces. In this extremity, Ethered, to 
whom hiftorians give the epithet of the Uzready [, inftead of roufing hk people 
to defend with courage their honour and their property, hearkened to th: advice 
of Siricius, archbifhop of Canterbury, which was feconded by many of the de- 
generate nobility ; and paying the enemy the fum ‘of ten thoufand potnds, he 
bribed them to depart the kingdom t. This fhameful expedient was ittended 
with the fuccefs which might be expected. The Danes appeared next rear off 
the eaftern coaft, in hopes of fubduing a people, who defended themfdves by 
their money, which invited affailants, inftead of their arms, which repelled them. 
But the Englith, fenfible of their folly, had, in the interval, met in a great 
council, and had determined to affemble at London a fleet capable of repulfing 
the enemy ||; tho’ that judicious meafure failed of fuccefs, from the treachery of 
Alfric, duke of Mercia, whofe name is infamous in the annals of thatige, by 
the calamities which his repeated perfidy brought upon his country. ‘This noble- 
man had, in 983, fucceeded to his father Alfere, in that extenfive command ; 
but being deprived of it two years after, and banifhed the kingdom §, he was 
obliged to employ all his intrigue, and all his power, which was too greit for a 
fubject, to be reftored toa his country, and re-inftated in his authority. Having 
had experience of the credit and malevolence of his enemies, he thenceforth truft- 
ed for fecurity, not to his fervices or to the affections of his fellow citizens, but 
to the infuence which he had obtained over:his vaffals, and to the pubic cala- 
mities, which he thought muft, in every revolution, render his affiftanc: necef- 
fary. Having fixed this refolution, he determined to prevent all fuch fuccefies 
as might eftablifh the royal authority, or render his own fituation depenchnt and 
precarious. As the Englifh had formed the plan of furrounding and detroying 
the Danith feet in harbour, he“privately informed the enemy of their canger ; 
and when they put to fea, in confequence of this intelligence, he defertel, with 
the fquadron under his command, the night before the engagement, andthereby 
difappointed all the efforts of his countrymen 1. Ethelred, enraged at tis per- 
fidy, feized his fon, Alfgar, and ordered his eyes to be put out**. Bat fucl 


* HI. Hunt. p. 357. Hoveden, -p. 428. + Anzlia Sacra, vol. 1. p. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 126. W. Malm. p. 62. H. Hont.. p357. Hoveden, p. 428. 

} Chron. Sax, p. 126. § Chron. Sax. pp 125. Chron. St. Petri di Burs 
Brompton, p. 879. |. Chron. Sax. p. 127. W. Malm. p.62. Higden, p. 270 
*# Chron, Sax. p.128. W. Malm, p. 62. H. Hunt. p. 358. Higden, p. 270 
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that he agan forced. himfelf inté authority. * ;. and. tho’ 

is fpecimen of his 2 Bes and:received this grievous provoca- 

s found neceflary to entrut him; anew with the government of Mercia. 
nduét of the court, which, in. all.ics circumftances, is. fo barbarous, i1m- 
and weak, both merited ani prognoflicated the moft grievous calami- 


Tue northern invaders, now wellacquainted with the defencelefs condition of 
England, made a powerful defcent, under the command of Sweyn, King of Den- 
mark, and Olave, King of Norway; and failing up the Humber, fpread on 

all fides. their defirupane ravages. Lindefey was ‘Jick wafte; Banbury was de- 
ftroyed + and all the Northumbriars, tho’ moft!y of Danith defcent,, were obli- 
ged either to join the victors, or to uffer under their depredations. A. powerful 
army was afiembled to oppofe) the invaders, and a general ation enfued ; but the 
Englith were abandoned in the batte, by the cowardice or treachery, of their 
three leaders, all of them men of Lanifhrace, Frema,, Frithegift, and Godwin, 
who gave the example of a fhameful flight to the troops under their command={,. 

EwcouraceEp by this fuccefs, anc ftill mere by the contempt which: it infpired: 
of their enemy, the pyrates' ventured to attack the center of the kingdom ; and 
entering the Thames in ninety-four veffels, laid fiege to London, and threatened 
it with total deftruction. But the atizens, alarmed with the danger, and firmly. | 
united among themfelves,-made a belder defence than the cowardice-of the nobi- 
lity and gentry gave the invaders reifon'to apprehend ||; and the befiegers, after 
fuffering the greateft hardthips, wer finally fruftrated in their attempt. In order 
to revenge themfelves, they laid wate Effex, Kent, Suffex, and Hampthire ; and 
having there procured horfes, they vere’thereby enabled to fpread, into the more 
inland counties, the fury of their depredations §. In this extrennty, Ethelred 
and his nobles had recourfe to the former expedient; and fending ambaffadors to 
the two northern kings, they promied them fubfiftance and tribute, on condition 
they would, for the prefent, put anend to their ravages, and foon after depart 
the kingdom. Sweyn and Olave igreed to the terms, and peaceably took up 
their quarters at Southampton, whire the fum of fixteen thoufand pounds was 
paid them. Olave even made a ourney to Andover, where Ethelred refided ; 


* H. Hant, p. 357. Higden, p. 270. + Chron. Mailr. p.152. Sim. Dun. p. 162. 

{ Chron. Sax..p. 128. H. Hunt. p. 35;. Hoveden, p. 428. Brompton, p. 880: 

| W. Malm. p.63. H. Hunt. p..358. Hovedeén, p. 428. 

§ Chron. Sax. p. 128. W. Malm. p. 6). H. Hunt. p.358. Hoveden, p. 428. Sim. Dun. 
p. 162, 163. + Chron, Sax. p. 129. ee p. 428 Chron. Mailr, p. 152. 
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and che ‘received ‘the rite of confirmation from .the Englifh bifhops, as well as 
many rich prefents from the King. He here promifed, that he would never more 
infeft the Englifh territories, and he faithfully performed that engagement *. 
This prince receives the appellation of St. Olave from the church of Rome; and 
notwithftanding the general prefumption, which lies, either againft the under- 
ftanding or morals of every one, who in thofe ignorant ages was dignified with 
that title, -he feems to have been a man-of merit-and virtue. Sweyn, tho’ lefs 
sed, upon the departure of the Norwegian prince, 
1 all his followers, 


Chap. Hf. 


fcrupulous than Olave, was oblig 
to evacuate alfo the kingdom witl 


Tuts compofition brought but a fhort interval to the miferies of the Englifh, 997.. 
The Danifh pyrates appeared foon after in the Severne ;. and having committed 
fpoil in Wales,. as well asin Cornwal and Devon, they failed round to the fouth- 
coaft, and. entering the Lamar, compleated the devaftation of thefe two counties. 
They then returned to the Briftol-channel; and penetrating into the country by 
the Avon, fpread themfelves over all that neighbourhood, and carried fire and 
{word even into Dorfetfhire +. They next changed the feat of war; and after ra- 
vaging the ifle of Wight, they entered the Thames, and Medway, and laid fiege 
to Rochefter, where they defeated the Kentifh men ina great battle ~. After this 
victory, the whole province of Kent was madea fcene of flaughter, fire and de- 
vattation. The extremity of thefe miferies forced the Englifh into councils for 
common defence both by. fea and land; but the weaknefs of the King, the. divi- 
fions of the nobility, the treachery of fome, the cowardice of others, the want of. 
concert in all, fruftrated every endeavour ;. and their fleets and armies either came 
too late to attack the enemy, or were repulfed with difhonour ; and the people 
were thus equally ruined by refiftance or by fubmiffion|. The Englifh, there- 
fore, devoid both of prudence and unanimity in council, of courage and conduct 
in the field, had recourfe to the fame weak expedient, which by experience they 
might have already found fo ineffectual ; and they offered the Danes to buy peace 
by paying them a large fum of money. Thefe ravagers rofe continually in their 
demands ; and now required the payment of 24,000 |. which the Englifh were 
fo mean and imprudent as to fubmit to §. The departure of the Danes procured 


e.) 


* Chron. Sax. p.129. HH. Hunt. p. 358. Heveden, p. 428. Chron. Mailr. p. 1 
Dun. p.163. Brompton, p.. 880. 

+ Chron, Sax. p. 129. Hoveden, p. 423. Sim. Dun, p. 163. 

t H. Hamph.. 358. Hoveden, p. 429.- Chron. Mailr. p..153. Brompton, p.. 882. 

i Chron. Sax. p. 129, 130... W. Malm. p. 63. Hoveden, p. 429. Higden, p. 271. Sim, Dun, 
p- 164, 

§ Hoveden,. p. 429. Chron, Mailr. p..153.. Sim. Dun. p..164.. Diceto, p. 461. 
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them a fhort interval of repofe, which they enjoyed as if it were to be perpetual, 
without making any effectual preparations for giving them a more vigorous re- 


Chap. II], 


‘abla upon their next return. 


BresipEs receiving this fum, the Danes were engaged by another circumftance 
to depart a kingdom, which appeared fo little in a fituation to refift their efforts : 
They were invited over by their countrymen in Normandy, who at this time were 
taal prefied by the arms of Robert King of France, and who found it difficult 
to defend the fettlement, which with fo much advantage to themfelves and glory 
to their nation, they had made in that country. It is probable, alfo, that Ethel- 
red, obferving the clofe connexions, thus maintained among all the Danes, how- 
ever divided in government or fituation, was defirous of procuring an alliance with 
that formidable people; and for this purpofe, being now a widower, he made his 
addrefies to Emma, fifter to Richard I]. duke of Normandy, and he foon fuc- 
ceeded in his negotiations. The princefs came over this year to England, and 


was married to Ethelred *. 


Settlement of IN the end of the ninth and beginning of the tenth century ; when the north, 
the Normans. not yet exhaufted by that natlbiteee of peels or rather nations, whom fhe had 
fucceftively emitted, fent forth a new race, not of conquerors as before, but of 
pyrates and ravagers, who infefted the country, poffeficd by her once warlike 
fons; there lived Rollo, a petty prince or chieftain in Denmark, whofe valour 
and abilities foon drew the attention of his countrymen. He was expofed in his 
youth to the jealoufy of the King of Denmark, who attacked his fmall, but inde- 
pendant principality ; and who being foiled in every affault, had recourle at laft 
to perfidy for effectuating his purpofe, which he had fo often attempted in vain 
by force of arms +: He lulled Rollo into fecurity by an infidious peace ; and 
falling fuddenly upon him, he murdered his brother and /his braveft officers, and 
forced him to fly for fafety into Scandinavia. Here many of his antient fubjects, 
indaced partly by affection to their prince, partly by the oppreffions of the Danifh 
Monarch, ranged themfelves under his ftandard, and offered to follow him in 
every enterprize. Rollo, inftead of attempting to recover his paternal domi nions, 
where he muft expect a vigorous refiftance fm the Danes, determined to purfue 
an eafier, but more important undertaking, and to make his fortune, in imitation 
of his countrymen, by pillaging the richer and more fouthern coafts of Europe. 
He collected a body of troops, which like that of all thefe ravagers, was compofed 
of Norwegians, Swedes, Frifians, Danes, and adventurers of all nations, who, 


* H. Hunt. p. 359. Higden, p. 271. 
~ Dudo ex edit. Duchefne, p. 70, 71. Gul. Gemet'cenis, lib. 2; Cap. 2, 3. 


§ 





Bok Hoe o> eee 97 


being accuftomed to a roving, unfettled life, took delight in nothing but war 
and plunder. His reputation drew him affociates from all quarters; and a vi- 
fion, which he pretended to have appeared to him in his fleep, and which, ac- 
cording to his interpretation of it, prognofticated to him the greateft fuccefies, 
proved alfo a powerful incentive with thofe ignorant and fuperftitious: people *. 

Tue firft attempt of Rollo was on Fingland, near the end of Alfred’s reign ; 
when that great monarch, having fettled Guthrun and his followers in Eaft- 
Anglia, and others of thefe free-booters in Northumberland, and having reftored 
peace to his harraffed country, had eftablifhed the moft excellent military, as well 
as civil inftitutions among the Englifh. The prudent Dane, finding that no ad- 
vantages could be gained over fuch a people, governed by fuch a prince, foon turn- 
ed his enterprizes againft France, which he found more expofed to his inroads + ; 
and during the reigns of Eudes, an ufurper, and of Charles the Simple, a weak 
prince, he committed the moft deftructive ravages on the inland, as weil as mari- 
time provinces of that kingdom. The French, having no means of defence 
apainft a chieftain, who united all the valour of his countrymen with the policy 
of more civilized nations, were obliged to fubmit to the expedient practifed by 
Alfred, and to offer the invaders a fettlement in fome of thofe provinces, which 
they had depopulated by their arms f. 

Tue reafon, why the Danes for many years purfued meafures fo different from 
thofe embraced by the Goths, Vandals, Franks, Burgundians, Lombards, and 
other northern conquerors, was the great difference, in the method of attack 
which was praétifed by thefe feveral nations, and to which the nature of their 
particular fituations neceffarily confined them. The latter tribes, living in an 
inland country, made incurfions by land upon the Roman empire ; and when they 
entered far into the frontiers, they. were obliged.to carry. along with them their 
wives and families, whom they had no hopes of foon re-vifiting, and who could 
not otherwife participate of their plunder. ‘This circumftance quickly made them 
think of forcing a fettlement in the provinces, which they had over-run ; and 
thefe barbarians, fpreading themfelves over the country, found an intereft in 
protecting the property. and induftry of the people, whom they fubdued. But 
the Danes and Norvegians, invited by their maritime fituation, and obliged to 
fubfitt themfelves in their uncultivated country by fifhing, had acquired fome ex- 
perience of navigation; and in their military excurfions purfued the method 
practifed againft the Roman empire by the more early Saxons: They made de- 


* Dudo, p. 71. Gul. Gem. in epift, ad-Gul, Cenq. 
+ Gul. Gemet. lib, 2. cap. 6, t Dudo, p. 82. 
Ot, i. O | fcents 
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fcents in {mall bodies from their fhips or rather boat, and ravaging the coaltsy 
returned with the booty to their families,. whom they could not caareckeerls: 
carry along with them in thefe hazardous enterprizes.. But when they increafed: 
their armaments, made incurfions into the-inland countries, and found it fafe to. - 
remain longer in the midft of the enemy, they: had been: accuftomed to crowd* 
their veffels with their wives and children, and having no longer any temptation - 
to return into their own country, they. willingly embriced an opportunity. of fet-. 
tling in the warm climates and cultivated fields of the uth, 
AFFAIRS were in this fituation with Rollo and hss followers, when Charles : 
propofed to relinquifh: to them. the province formerly called Neuftria, and- 
to purchafe peace of them on. thefe- hard conditions. After all ‘the terms. 
were fully agreed, there appeared only one circumftance fhocking to the haughty 
Dane: He was required to.do homage to Charles fo: his province, and to put 
himfelf in-that humiliating-pofture, impofed-on vaffal; by the rites of the feudal 
Jaw. He long refufed'to fubmit to this indignity; tut being unwilling to Jofe- 
fuch important advantages for a mere ceremony, he made a feceitiog of | his pride - 
to his intereftj. and acknowledged himfelf in form th? vaffalof the French mo-. 
narchy;, Charles gave him his daughter, Gifla, in mirriage , and that he might~ 
bind him. fafter to -his interefts, made him a donationof a confiderable territory, . 
befides what he was obliged to furrender to him by his ftipulations: When fome 
of the French nobles informed him, that, in return for fo generous a prefent, it 
was expected, that he fhould throw himfelf at the King’s feet, and make fuitable - 
acknowledgments for his bounty; Rollo replied, that he would rather break off : 
the whole treaty; and it was with fome difficulty they could ‘perfuade him to » 


“make that compliment by. one of his captains. The Dane, commiffioned for - 


this purpofe; full of indignation at the order, and deffifing fo unwarlike'a prince, . 
caught Charles by the foot, and pretending to carry it to his mouth, that: he 
might kifs it, overthrew him before all his courtiers. The French nation, fen-.- 
fible of their prefent weakiefs, found it prudent to overlook this infult *. 


Rotio, who was now in the decline of life, and was tired of wars and depre- 
dations, applied himfelf, with mature councils, to the fettlement of his. new. 
acquired territory, which was thenceforth called Normandy ; and he parcelled it: 
out among his captains and followers. He followed n this partition the cuftoms - 
of the Fecal law, which was then univerfally eftablifhed in the fouthern countries - 
of Europe, and which fuited the peculiar circumftanes of that age. He treated : 
the French fubjects who fubmitted to him, with mildnes nd juftices he reclaimed :' 


Tt Ypod. Neuft. p. 4r7,: * Gul. Gemet, Ib, 2, cap. 17, 
A | 
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his antient followers fron their ferocity and violence; he eftablifhed law and 


order throughout his ftat; and after a life, {pent in tumults and ravages, he 


died peaceably in a good old age, and left his dominions to his pofterity *. 


Wittrram I. who fucceeded him, governed the dutchy for twenty-five years ; 
and during this time, the Normans were thoroughly intermingled with the French, 
had acquired their languige, had imitated their manners, and had made fuch 
progrefs towards cultivation, that, on the death of William, his fon, Richard, 
tho’ a minor +, inherited his dominions: A certain proof, that the Normans 
were already well advancel in civility, and that their government could now reft 
fecure on its laws and civilinftitutions, and was not wholly fuftained by the abilities 
of the fovereign. Richarl, after a long reign of fifty-four years, was fucceeded 
by his fon of the fame nane in the year g96 £3; which was eighty-five years after 
the firft eftablifhment of tle Normans in France. This was the duke, who gave 
his fitter, Emma, in mariiage to Ethelred, King of England, and who thereby 
formed .connections witha country, which his pofterity were fo foon after def- 
tined to fubdue. 

Tue Danes had been eftablifhed during a longer period, in England than in 
France ; and tho’ the finilarity of their original language to that of the Saxons 
invited them to a more arly coalition with the natives, they had found, as yet, 
fo little example of civilised manners among the Englifh, that they retained all 
their antient ferocity, and valued themfelves only on their national character of mi- 
litary bravery. The recest, as well as more antient atchievements of their coun- 
trymen, tended to fufain this idea; and the Englifh princes, particularly 
Athelftan and Edgar, fenible of that fuperiority, had been accuftomed to keep 
in pay bodies of Danift troops, who were quartered about the country, and 
committed many violence upon the inhabitants. Thefe mercenaries had attained 
to fuch a height of luxury, according to the old Englith writers ||, that they 
combed their hair once « day, bathed themfelves once a week, changed their 
cloaths frequently ; and by all thefe arts of effeminacy, as well as by their mi- 
litary charaéter, had reniered themfelves fo agreeable to the fair fex, that they 
debauched the wives and laughters of the Englifh, and had difhonoured many fa- 
milies: But what moft povoked the inhabitants was, that, inftead of defending 
them againft invaders, they were ever ready to betray them to the foreign Danes, 
and to affociate themfelve with all the ftraggling parties of that nation. “T’he ant- 
mofity between the inhabiants of Englifh and Danifh race, had, from thefe repeated 


* Gul. Gemet. lib. 2. cap. ig, 20, 21. + Order. Vitalis, p. 459. Gul. Gemet. lib. 4. 
cap. I. t Orders Vitalis, p. 459. || Wallingford, p. 547. ee 
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Chap. Il. injuries, rifen toa great height; when Ethelred, from a policy mcident to 


1002. 


13th Nov. 


weak princes, embraced the cruel refolution of maflacring-the latter throughous 
all his dominions *, Secret orders were difpatched to commence the execution 
every where on the fame day ; and the feftival of St. Brice, which fell on a-Sun- 
day, the day on which the Danes ufually bathed themfelves, was chofen-for that 
purpofe. Itis needlefs to repeat the accounts tran{mitted of the barbarity of this 
maffacre: The rage of the populace, excited by fo many injuries, fanctified by 
authority, and ftimulated by example, diftinguifhed not between innocence and 
guilt, {pared neither fex nor age, and was not fatiated without the tortures, as 
well. as death, of the unhappy victims+. Even Gunilda, fifter to the King of 
Denmark, who had married earl Paling, and had embraced Chriftianity, was, 
from the advice of Edric, earl of Wilts, feized and condemned to-death by 
Ethelred, after feeing her hufband and children butchered before her face. The 
unhappy princefs foretold, in the agonies of defpair, that. her murder would foon 
be avenged by the total ruin.of the Englifh nation f, 


Never was. prophecy better fulfilled ; and-never did barbarous policy prove 
more fatal to the adtors. Sweyn and his Danes, who wanted but a pretence to 
invade the Englifh, appeared off the weftern coaft, and threatened to take full 
revenge for the flaughter of their countrymen. Exeter fell firft into their hands, 
from the negligence or treachery of ear] Flugh, a Norman, who had been made 
governor by the intereft of Queen Emma |]. They began to fpread their devafs 
tions over the country ;. when the Enelifh, fenfible of what outrages they mutt 
now expect from their barbarous.and offended enemy, affembled more early and 
in greater numbers, than ufual, and made an appearance of vigorous refiftance. 
But. all thefe preparations were fruftrated by the treachery of duke Alfric, who 


* Almoft all the antient hiftorians {peak of this maffacre of the Danes as if it had been univerfal, 
and asif every individual of that nation throughout England had been put to death. © Bat the Danes 
were almoft.the {ole inhabitants in the kingdoms of Northumberland and Eaft-Anglia, and were very 
nemerousin Mercia. This reprefentation therefore of the matter is abfolutely impoflible. Great re- 
fiftance muift have been made, and violent wars infued ; which was not the cafe. This account given 
by Wallingford, tho’ he ftands fingle, muft be admitted as the only true one. We are told, that the 
name Lurdane, lord Dane, for an idle lazy fellow, who lives at other people’s expence, came from the 
conduct of the Danes, who were put to-death. But the Englith princes had been entirely matters for 
feveral generations ; and only fupported a military corps of that nation.. It feems probable therefore; 
that it was thefe Danes only that were put to death. | 

+ W. Malm. p. 64. H. Hunt. p- 360. Hoveden, p. 429. Higden, p. 271. Abbas Rieval. 
p. 362. Brompton, p. 885. Matth. Welt. p. 200. Ypod. Neuft. p. 427. 

ft W. Malm. p. 59. 


| Chron. Sax. p. 133. H. Hunt. p..360. Hoveden, p:-42g. Sim. Dun, p. 16s. 
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was intrufted with the command, and who, feigning ficknefs, refufed to lead the 
army aga'n{t the Danes till it was difpirited, and at Jaft diffipated, by his fatal 
mifconduct *. Alfric feon after died; and Edric, a greater traitor than he, 


who had married the King’s daughter, and had acquired a total afcendant over 


him, fucceeded Alfric. in the government of Mercia, and in the command 
of the Englifh armies +. A great famine, proceeding partly from the bad fea- 
fons, partly from the decay of agriculture, added to all the other miferies of 
the inhabitants {, The country, wafted by the Danes, harraffed by the fruitlefs 
expeditions of its own forces, was reduced to the utmott defolation; and at laf 
fubmitted to the infamy of purchafing a: precarious peace from the enemy, by the 
payment. of 30,000 pounds |, 


Tae Englifh, endeavoured to employ this interval in making preparations 
again{t the retura of the Danes, which they had reafon foon to expect. <A law 
was made, ordering the proprietors of eight hydes of Jand ‘to provide themfelves 
of a horfeman and a compleat fuit of armour; and thofe of 310 hydes to equip 
a fhip for the defence of the coaft §. When this navy was afiembled, which 
muft have confifted of near eight hundred veffels 1, all hopes of its fuccefs were 
difappointed by the factions, animofities, and diffenfions of the nobility, Edric had 
impelled his brother Brightric to advance an accufation of treafon again{t Wolf- 
noth, governor of Suffex, the father of the famous earl Godwin; and that noble- 
man, well acquainted with the malevolence as well as power of his enemy, found 
no other means of fafety but in deferting with twenty fhips to the Danes. Bright- 
ric purfued him with a fleet of eighty fail, but his thips being fhattered in a 
tempeft, and ftranded on the coaft, he was fuddenly attacked by Wolfnoth, and 
all’his ‘vefiecls burnt and deftroyed *. The imbecility of the King was little ca- 
pable of repairing this mifcarriage: The treachery of Edric fruftrated every plan 
of future defence +: And the Englifh navy, difconcerted, difcouraged, and di+ 
vided, was at laft fcattered into its feveral harbours. ft. 


* Chron. Sax. p. 133. H..Hunt. p. 360. Hoveden, p. 429. Chron, St. Petri de Burgo, p. 33, 
Simeon Danelm. p. 165. Brompton, p. 885. 

t W..Malm. p. 63.. Hoveden, p. 430. Chron. Mailr.-p. 154: 

ft, Chror. Sax, p..133. W. Malm..p. 63... H.-Hunt. p. 360. | 

| Chron, Sax. p. 136. W. Malm. p. 63. H. Huot. p..360.. Hoveden, p. 430. Higden; p. 272. 

§ Chron. Sax. p. 136. H. Hunt. p. 366. -Hoveden, p. 430. Simeon Dun. p. 165, Bromp- 
ton, p. 887.. Matth. Weft. p..198. Flor. Wigorn. p. 612. 

+ ‘There were 243,600 bydes in England. Confequently the thips equiped muft be 78:5. The 
cavalry was 30,450 men. 

* Chron. Sax. p. 137. W. Malm. p: 63. Hoveden, p. 430. Sim. Dun, p. 166. 

+, Hoveden, p. 431. Sim, Dan. p. 167. Brompton, p. 887. t. HL. Hant.p. 361, 
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Chap. IIL Ir is impoffible, and would be tedious, to relate particularly all the mifertes 
ito which the Englifh were thenceforth expofed. We hear of nothing but the 
facking and burning of towns; the devaftations of the open country; the ap- 
pearance of the enemy in every quarter of the kingdom: their cruel diligence in 
difcovering any corner which had not been ranfacked by their former violence. 
‘The broken and disjointed narration of the antient hiftorians is here well adapted 
to the nature of the war, which was conducted by fuch fudden inroads, as would 
have been dangerous even to an united and well governed kingdom, but proved 
fatal, where nothing but a general confternation, and mutual diffidence and dif- 
fenfion prevailed. The governors of one province refufed to march to the af- 
fiftance of another, and were at laft terrified from affembling their forces for the 
defence of their own province *. General councils were affembled ; but either 
no refolution was taken, or none was executed. And the only expedient in which 
the Englith agreed, was the bafe and imprudent one, of buying anew a peace of 
the Danes by the payment of 48,000 pounds +. 


“urs meafure did not bring them even that fhort interval of repofe which they 
had expected from it. The Danes, neglecting all engagements, continued their 
devaftations and hoftilities ; levied a new contribution of 8000 pounds from the 
county of Kent alone; murdered the archbifhop of Canterbury, who had refufed 
to countenance this exaction [; and the Englith nobility found no other refource 
‘than that of fubmitting every where to the Danifh monarch, {wearing allegiance 
‘to him, and delivering him hoftages for their good behaviour ||, Ethelred, 
equally afraid of the violence of the enemy, and the treachery of his own fub- 
jects, fled into Normandy, whither he had fent before him Queen Emma, and 


her two fons, Alfred and Edward §. Richard received his unhappy guefts with 
a generofity which does honour to his memory. 


Tue King had not been above fix weeks in Normandy, when he heard of the 
death of Sweyn, who expired at Gainfborough, before he had time to eftablith 
himfelf in his new acquired dominions |. The Englith prelates and_ nobility, 
taking advantage of this event, fent over a deputation to Normandy, inviting 
Ethelred to return to them, exprefling their defire of being governed again by 
their native prince, and intimating their hopes, that, being now better taught by 


st SS 


es ~ 
wa So 


* Chron, Sax. p. 140. + Hoveden, p. 432. Chron. Mailr. p. 154. ‘Chron, St. Petri 


de Burgo, p. 35.. Sim. Dun. p. 169, t Chron. Sax. p. 142, 
| Sim. Dun. p. 169, 170, 
4 Sim. Dun, p. 170. 
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experience, he would avoid: all thofe errors, which had been attended with fuch 
misfortunes to himfelf and to his people’ *. But the mifcondué of Ethelred was 
incurable ; and on his refuming the government, he difcovered the fame incapa- 
city, indolence, cowardice, and credulity, which had fo often expofed him to 
the infults of his enemies. His fon-in-law, Edric, notwith{tanding his repeated 
treafons, retained fuch influence at court, as to inftil into the King jealoufies of 
Sigefert and Morcar, two of the chief nobles of Mercia: He allured them into 
his houfe, where he murdered them + 5 while Ethelred participated in the infamy 
of this action, by confifcating their eftates, and thrufting into a convent the wi- 
dow of Sigefert. She was a woman of fingular beauty and merit; and in a vifit 
which was paid her, during her confinement, by prince Edmond, the King’s el- 
deft fon, fhe infpired him with fo violent an affection, that he releafed her from 
the convent, and foon after married her, without his father’s-confent # 
Meranwui e the Englifh found in Canute,.the fon and fucceffor of Sweyn, an 
enemy no lefs terrible than the prince, from: whom death had fo lately delivered 
them. He ravaged the eaftern coaft with mercilefs fury, and put. afhore all the 
Englith hoftages at Sandwich, after having cut off their hands and nofes j.. He 
was obliged, by the neceffity of his affairs, to make a voyage to Denmark; but 
returning foon after, he continued his depredations along the fouthern coaft; and 
even broke into the counties’ of Dorfet, Wilts, and Somerfet ; where an army 
was aflembled againft him, under the command of prince Edmond and duke 
Edric, The: latter {till continued his perfidious machinations ; and after endea- 
vouring in vain to get the prince: into his-power, found means to diffipate the ar: 
my, and he-then openly deferted’to Canute with forty vefiels §. 
NorwiTHsTaNnpinc this misfortune, Edmond was not difconcerted; but af- 
fembling together all the force of England, was in a condition to give the enemy 


battle. The King had’ had fuch frequent: experience of perfidy among his fub- - 


jects, that he had loft all confidence in them; and he remained at London, pre- 
tending ficknefs, but-really from apprehenfions, that «they intended to buy their 
peace, by delivering» him “into the hands of ‘his.-enemies |... The army’ called 


aloud for their fovereign to march at their head again{t the Danes ; and on his - 
refufal to take the field, they were fo difcouraged, that all thefe. va(t preparations - 


* Chron. Sax. p. 145. W. Malm. p. 71, . Hoveden, p. 433. Higden, p. 273. . Sim. Dun, 
pi171. Diceto, p, 466. Alur. Beverl. p. 115. 


+t W. Malm. p. 71. H. Hunt. p. 362. | Hoveden, :p. 433.:- Sim. Duni pi 171, . Brompton, -, 


p. 892, 893. : {°'W. Malm, p. 71. 
| Chron. Sax. p. 145. _ W. Malm. p- 71. Hoveden, p..423. Hizden, p. 273, 
§ Chron, Sax, p. 146, W. Malm. p.71.. H. Hunt. p. 362. — Hoveden, p..433. 
4..Sim, Dun. p. 172. Brompton, p. 893. 
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Chap. II. became ineffectual for the defence of the kingdom *.. Edmond, deprived of al} 
recular refources to maintain the foldiers, was obliged to commit equal ravages 
ma 


_7 
f 


with thofe practifed by the Danes +; and’ after making fome fruitlefs expeditions 
into the north, which had fubmuitted entirely to Canute’s power, he retired to 
London, determined there to maintain to the laft extremity the {mall remains of 
E‘nglifh liberty. Hie here found every thing in confufion by the death of the 
King, who expired after an unhappy and inglorious reign of thirty-five years. 
He left two fons by his firft marriage, Edmond, who fucceeded him, and Ed- 
wy, whom Canute afterwards murdered [. His two fons by the fecond marriage, 
Alfred and Edward, were, immediately upon Ethelred’s death, conveyed into 
Normandy by Queen Emma. 


E D..M--O-. WN iD. Tronfide. 


FELIS prince, who received the name of Ironfide from his hardy valour, pof- 

”  feffed courage and abilities fufficient to have faved his country from finking 
into thefe calamities, but not to raife ic from that abyfs of mifery into which it 
had already fallen. Among the other misfortunes of the Englifh, treachery and 
difaffection had crept in among the. nobility and prelates; and Edmond found: no 
better expedient to prevent the farther progrefs.of thefe fatal evils, than to lead 
his army inftantly into the field, and to employ them againft:the common ene- 
my. After meeting with fome fuccefs at Gillingham |, he: prepared himfelf in 
cone general engagement to decide the fate of his crown, and at Scoerfton, in the 
county of Glocefter, he offered battle to the enemy, who were commanded by 
Canute and Edric, Fortune in the beginning of the day declaréd for him; but 
Edric, having cut off the head of one Ofmer, whofe countenance refembled that 
of Edmond, he fixed it on a {pear, carried it thro’ the ranks in triumph, and 
called aloud to the Enclifh, that it was time for them to fly; for behold! the 
head of their fovereign §. And tho’ Edmond, obferving the .confternation of 
the troops, took off his helmet |, and fhowed himfelf to them, the utmoft he 
could gain by his activity and valour was to leave the victory undgeided.  Edric 
took now a‘furer method to ruin him, by pretending to defert to him; and as 
Edmond was well acquainted with his power, and probably knew no other of 
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* Chron. Sax. p. 147. Hoveden, p. 434. Sim. Dun. p. 1972. ° ) 
t+ Chron, Sax. p.147. Hoveden, p. 434. T Hoveden, p. 436. Chron. Mailr. p. 155. 
| W. Malm. p. 72. H. Hunt. p. 363. Hoveden, p. 434. Higden, p. 273. 

§ W. Malm. p. 72. Hoveden, p. 435. Higden, p. 273. + W. Malm: p. 72, 


the 





CANUTE tHe Great. 104 


the chief nobility in whom he could repofe more confidence, he was obliged, not- 
withftanding his repeated perfidy, to give him a confiderable command in his ar- 
my *. A battle foon after enfued at Affington in Effex; where Edric, flying 
in the beginning of the day, occafioned the total defeat of the Englifh, followed by 
a goreat flaughter of the nobility +. The indefatigable Edmond, however, had 


Chap. HI, 


ftill refources ; and affembling a new army at Glocefter, was again in a condition 


to difpute the field; when the Danifh and Englifh nobility, equally harraffed 
with thefe convulfions, obliged their kings to come to a compromife, and to di- 
vide the kingdom between them by treaty. Canute referved to himfelf the 
northern divifion of Mercia, Eaft-Anglia, and Northumberland, which he had 
entirely fubdued : The fouthern parts were left to Edmond}. This prince fur- 
vived the treaty about a month; and was murdered at Oxford by two of his 
chamberlains, accomplices of Edric §, who thereby made way for the fucceffion 
of Canute the Dane to the crown of England. 


C A N U T E the Great. 


T'HE Englith, who had been unable to defend their country, and maintain 
their independancy, under fo active and brave a prince as Edmond, could, 
after his death, expect nothing but total fubjection from Canute, who, active 
and brave himfelf, was at the head of a great force, and was ready to take advan- 
tage of the minority of Edwin and Edward, thetwo fons of Edmond. Yet this 
conqueror, who was commonly fo little fcrupulous, fhowed himfelf anxious to 
cover his injuftice under plaufible pretences; and before he feized the dominions 
_ of the Englith princes, he fummoned a general affembly of the ftates of Eng- 
land, in order to fix the fucceffion of the kingdom. He here fuborned fome 
nobles to depofe, that, in the treaty of Glocefter, it was agreed, that, in cafe of 
Edmond’s death, Canute fhould either be his fucceffor in his dominions, or be 
tutor to his children . (for hiftorians vary in this particular) : And this evidence, 
fupported by the great power of Canute, determined the ftates immediately to put 
the Danifh monarch in poffeflion of the government. Canute, jealous of the two 
young princes, but fenfible that he fhould render himfelf extremely odious, if he 


* W. Malm, p. 72. Hoveden, p. 435. + W. Malm. p. 72. Hoveden, p. 435. Hig- 
den, p. 274. Wallingford, p. 549. t W. Malm. p. 72. 

§. H. Hont. p. 263.  Higden, p. 274. Chron. St. Petri de Burge, p. 36. Diceto, p. 466. 
Brompton, p. 906. 

| Hoveden, p. 436. Higden, p. 274. Sim. Dun, p, 175. Abbas Rieval. p. 365. Bromp- 
ton, p. 907. 
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: tched in England, fent them abroad to hisally, the King 
whom he defired,. fo foon as they arrived at his court, to rid him, by 
of 3 all. farther anxiety, The Swedifh monarch was too generous to 

omply with this requeft; but being afraid to. draw. on rhimfelf a quarrel. with 
Canute, by protecting the, Englith princes, he. fent them,;to, Solomon,. King of 

ungary, to be educated in his. court *. The elder,. Edwin, was pte Ee 
married to Solomon’s fifter ; but dying without iflue, that. prince gave his fifter- 
in-law, ne hfe daughter of the Emperor Henry IL. in marriage to. Edward,. 
the younger br ther 5 and fhe bere him Edgar Atheling, Marcaret, afterwards 


Queen of Scotland, and Chriftina; who retired.into a convent. 


CanuTE,, tho’ ”~ had reached his great point of. ambition, in obtaining pofief. 
fion of. the Englith crown, was. obliged at firft to make great facrifices. to it ; and: 
t ao the chief of the nobility, by beftowing on them the moft extenfive go- 
vernments and jurifdi€tions. He created T “tear earl er duke of Kaft-Anolia, 
(for thefe titles -were then nearly of the fame import). Yric of Northumberland, 
and Idric of Mercia ; referving only to himfelf the adminiftration of Weflex +. 
But feizing afterwards a favourable opportunity, he expeHed Ehurkill and Yric 
irom their governments, and banifhed them the kingdom: He put to death 
many of the Englifh nobility, on whofe fidelity he could not rely, and whom he. 
hated on account of their infidelity to their native prince ||: And even the traitor, 
Edric, having had the affurance to reproach him with his fervices, was condemn- 
ed to be executed, and his body to be thrown into the Thames; ‘a fuitable reward 
for his multiplied acts of perfidy and rebellion §. 

CanuTe alfo found himfelf obliged, in the beginning of his reign, to load the 
people with heavy taxes, in order to reward his Danith followers ; and he exa@ed 
from them at one time the fum of 72,000 pounds ; befides 11,c00 pounds, which - 
he levied from London alone 1, He-was probably willing, from political motives, 
to mulct feverely'that city, on account of its affectionate adhering to Edmond, 
and its refifting, during the late reign, the Danifh power in two obftinate fieges *, 
But thefe rigors were imputed to neceflity ; and Canute, like a wife prince, was 


* W. Malm. p.73. Hoveden, p. 436. Chrom Mailr. pe ags5. Higden, pozzs5. Sim, pee. 
p. 176. Diceto, p. 466. 

+ Chrowt. Sax. p. ist. W.Malm. p.73. Hoveden, p. 436. Higden, p. 274. Brompton, p. 906: 

{ Hoveden, p. 437: | H.\ Hunt... p. 363... Abbas. Rieval. ‘p. 365. 

§ W. Malm. p. 73. Hoveden, p. 436. 

+ Chron. Sax, p. 151. H. Hunt. p. 363. Chron. St, Petri de Burgo, p. 37. 

* W. Malm. .p. 72. In one of thefe fieyes, Canute diverted the courfe of the Thames, and by © 
that means brought his fhips above Liondon bridge. 
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‘determined, “that the Englith: people, now deprived) of all their dangerous lead- 
ers,-fhould be reconciled tothe Danifhoyoke, by the juftice and equality of his 


J 


sadminiftration *, e fent back to. Denmark as many of his followers as he could 


fafely fpare : He reftored the Saxon cuftoms in a general affembly of the ftates of 


the kinedomyfi: He made no diftin@tion between Danes and Enelith in the diftri- 
bution of juftice:f: And hes took care,:bya {trict execution of law, to protec 
the lives: and properties of all his people?” The Danes were gradually incorpo- 
rated with his new ‘fubjects ; and'both were glad to breathe a little from thofe 
multiplied calamities, from which the one, no lefs than the other, had, in their 
fierce conteft for power,’ experienced fuch fatal confequences. 

THE removal of Edmond’s children into fo diftant a country as Hungary, was, 
next to their death, regarded by’ Canute~as the greateft fecurity of his govern- 
ment; and he had no farther anxiety, except with regard to Alfred berks Edward, 

who were protected and fupported by their uncle, Richard, duke of N yormandy.. 
Richard even fitted outa great'armament, in order to reftore the Englifh princes 
to ‘the throne of their aieetooe ; and tho’ the navy was difperfed by a ftorm, 
Canute faw the danger to which he was expofed, from the animofity of fo ware 
like a people as the Naitodns In order to acquire the friendfhip of the duke, he 
paid his addréffes to Queen Emmia, the fifter of that prince’; and promifed, that 
he would leave the children whom he fhould have by that marriage, in pofleffion of 
the crown of England. Richard complied with his demand, and fe nt over Emma 
to England, where fhe was foon after married to Canute. The Englith, tho’? 
they difapproved of her efpoufing the mortal enemy. of her former -hufband and 
his family, were pleafed to find at court a fovereign to whom they were eeihorn. 
ed, and who had already formed connexions with them: And thus Canute, be- 
fides fecuring, by his marriage, the alliance oma aoe sradually acquired, by 
the fame means, the confidence of his own_people §. he See prince fur- 
vived not long thé marriage of Emma; and hé left the inheritance of the dutchy 
to his eldeft fon of the fame name; who, dying a year after him without children, 
was fucceeded by his brother Robert, a man of valour and ability. 

Canute, having fettled his power in England beyond all danger of a revolu- 
tion, made a voyage to-Denmark, where he was attacked by the King of Swe- 
den; and he carried along. with hima great body of the Englifh, under the com- 
mand of earl Godwin. ‘This nobleman had here an opportunity of performing a 


* Ingalf, p. 58. + Chron. Sax. p. rst. Chron. Mailr. p. 155... Higden, p. 279. 
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fervice, by which he both reconciled the King’s mind to the Englifh nation, and 
gaining to himfelf the friendfhip of that prince, laid the foundation of that im- 


_ menfe fortune which he acquired to his family. He was ftationed next the Swedith 


camp; and obferving a favourable opportunity, which he was obliged fuddenly 
to feize, he attacked the enemy in the night, drove them from their trenches, 
threw them into diforder, purfued his advantage, and obtained a decifive victory 
over them, Next morning, Canute, feeing the Englifh camp entirely abandoned, 
imagined that thefe difaffected troops had deferted to the enemy ; and he was 
agreeably furprifed to find that they were at that time engaged in purfuit of the 
difcomfited Swedes *, He was fo pleafed with this fuccefs, and the manner of 
obtaining it, that he beftowed his daughter in marriage upon Godwin, and treated 


him ever after with the moft entire confidence and regard. 


In another voyage, which he made afterwards to Denmark, Canute attacked 
Norway, and expelled the juft, but unwarlike Olaus, from his kingdom, of. 
which he retained poffeffion till the death of that prince +. He had now by his 
conquelts and valour attained the utmoft height of his ambition ; and having lei- 
fure from wars and intrigues, he felt the unfatisfactory nature of all human en. 
joyments ; and equally weary of the glories and turmoils of this life, he began to 
ca{t his view towards that future exiftence, which it is fo natural for the human 
mind, whether fatiated by profperity or difoufted with adverfity, to make the 
object of its attention. Unfortunately, the f{pirit which prevailed in that age gave 
a wrong direction to his devotion ; and inftead of making atonement to thofe 
whom he had injured by his former acts of violence, he employed himéfelf entirely 
in thofe exercifes of piety, which the monks reprefented as the moft meritorious. 
Fie built churches, he endowed monafteries t, he enriched the ecclefiaftics, and he. 
beftowed revenues for the fupport of chantries at Affington and other places, 
where he appointed prayers to be faid for the fouls of thofe who had there fallen 
in battle againft him |. He even undertook a pilgrimage to Rome §, where he 
fojourned a confiderable time ; and befides obtaining from the Pope fome privileges, 
for the Englith fchool erected there, he engaged all the princes through whofe do- 
minions he was obliged to pafs,. to defitt Laci thofe heavy impofitions and tolls, 


* W. Malm. p.73. H. Hunt. p. 3%4. Higden, p. 275. Brompton, p- 908 Matth. Weft. 
p- 207 

+ Chron. Sax. p- 153. H. Hunt. p.364. Hoveden,. p. 437. Chron. Mailr. p, 155... Chron, 
St. Petri de Burgo, p. 38, 

t Ingulf, p. 61. | W. Malm, p. 73. Diceto, p. 467. 

§ Chron, Sax. p. 153. H. Hunt. p. 364. Hoveden, p. 437. Ingulf, p. 59. Chron, Mailr. p-155. 


Pe: which 





CAN UTE (tas; Guest 109 


which they were accuftomed to exact from the Englifh pilgrims.*, By this fpirie 
ef devotion, no lefs than by his equitable and politic adminiftration, he gained, 
in agood meafure, the affections of his fubje@s. 

Canute, who. was the greateft and moft: powerful prince:of his time, fove- 
reign of Denmark and Norway, as well as of England, could not fail to meet 
with adulation from his courtiers ;.a tribute which is liberally paid even to the 
meaneft and: weakeft princes. Some of his flatterers, breaking out, one day, in 
admiration of his grandeur, exclaimed that every thing was poffible for him =: 
Upon which the monarch,. it is faid, ordered his chair to be fet on the fea fhore, 
while the tide was-making ;. and asthe waters approached, he commanded them 
to retire, and to obey the voice of him who was lord of the ocean. He feigned. 
to fit (ome time in expectation of their fubmiffion; but when the fea flill advan- 
ced. towards him, and began to wafh him with its billows, he turned to his cour- 
tiers, and remarked to them, that every creature in the. univerfe was feeble and im- 
potent, and that power refided with one Being alone, in whofe hands were all the 


elements of nature, who could fay to the ocean, Tous far /halt thou go, and no: 
farther, and who could-level-with his.nod the -moft towering piles of human pride- » 


and ambition +. - 


Tue only memorable action which Canute performed after his return from 


Rome, was an expedition againft Malcolm,. King of Scotland {. During the- 
reign of Ethelred, there had been. impofed a. tax. of a fhilling.a hide on all the: 
lands of England, which. was commonly called Danegelt , becaufe the revenue had: 
been employed either in buying peace of the Danes, or in making preparations. 
againft the inroads of that hoftile nation, That prince had required, that the: 


fame tax fhould be paid by. the lands of Cumberland,. which were held. by the 


Scots ; but Malcolm, a warlike prince, told him, that, as-he was always able to- 
repulfe the Danes by bis own power, he would neither fubmit to buy peace of- 


his enemies, nor pay others for refifting them. Ethelred, offended at.this reply,. 
which contained. a fecret reproach to his own conduct, undertook an expedition: 
againft Cumberland ; and tho’ he committed ravages upon the country ||, he-cowld. 


never bring Malcolm to.a temper more fubmiffive or compliant. Canute, after: 
nowlege himfelf a:vaflal for- 


ae 


his acceffion,. fammoned. the Scottifh. King to ack 
Cumberland to the crown of England ; but Malcolm refufed compliance, on pres. 


* W. Malm. p. 74, 75. Hoveden, p. 437. Ingulf, p. 59, 60: 
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tence that he owed this fubmiffion only to thofe princes, who by right of blood 
kinedom.sCanute was not-of a temper to-bear this. dnfalt’; and 
the King of Scotland foon found, that the fceptre was in ‘very different hands 
from. thofe of the, .feeble-and irrefolute Ethelred.». Upon: Canute’s appearing Jon 
his frontiers withdadormidable army; Malcolm agreed, that his grandfon sand 
heir, Duncan, whom he put in pofieffion of Cumberland, dhould make. the fub- 
amiffions required, and that the: heirs of Scotland {fhould. always acknowledge 
themfelves vafials to. England for that province *. » 


— > J | ? Ps 
* avr eyo i ae 
wnerite d Lilal 


CANUTE paffed four years in peace after this enterprize, and he died at Shaftf- 
bury ~ ; leaving three fons behind him, Sweyn, Harold, and Hardicanute. 
Sweyn, whom he had by. his firft ‘marriage with Alfwen, daughter of the earl of 
Hampfhire, was crowned in ‘Norway: Hardicanute, whom Emma had born him, 
was in pofleffion of Denmark: Harold)’ who was of the fame marriage’ with 
‘Sweyn, was at that timein England. 


H AR O'L D> Harefoot. 


“yPHO° Canute, in his treaty with Richard, duke of Normandy, had ftipu- 

lated, that his children by Emma fhould fuccéed to the crown of Eneland, 
he had either thought himfelf freed from that engagement by the death of Richard, 
or efteemed it dangerous to leave ‘an unfettled and newly conquered kingdom in 
the hands of fo young 4 prince as Hardicanute 3 and he therefore appointed, by 
his will, Fiarold fucceffor to the:crown . ‘This prince was befides upon the fpot ; 
he was favoured by’ all the Danés ||; and he got immediately poffeffion of his fat’ 
ther’s treafures, which might be equally ufeful, whether he found it neceflary to 
proceed by force or intrigue, in infuring his fueceffion §. On the other hand, 
‘Hardicanute had the fuffrages of the Englifh, who, on account of his being bora 
among them of Queen Emma, regarded him as their countryman; he was fa- 
voured by the articles-of treaty with the duke of Normandy; and above all, his 
party was efpoufed by earl Gedwin, the moft powerful nobleman in the kingdom, 
efpecially in the provinces of Weffex, the-chief feat of the antient Englifh |. Af- 
fairs were likely to come toa civil war; when, by the interpofition of the nobj- 


/. Malm. p. 74. + Chron. Sax. p.154. W. Malm. p. 76. 
Ho . Chron. Mailr. p. 156. “Sim. Dun. 179. 
m.p. 76. H. Hunt, p. 364. Ingulph, p. 61. Higden, p. 276. 
Hoveden,’p. 438. Sim. Dun. Pp. 179. | ae 
+ Chron. Sax. p. 154. W. Malm. p. 76. Higden, p. 276. Matth. Weft. p. 209. 
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lity of both patties, a compromife was made; and it was agreed, that Harold 
fhould enjoy, together with Liondori all the na north of the Thames, while 
the poflefiion i: the fouth fhould remain to Hardicanute: And till that prince 
fhould appear and take poffeflion of his dominions, Emma fixed her’ refidence at 
Winchefter,. and eftablifhed her authority. over her fon’s fhare of the partition: *, 


MeanwHiIbe,- Robert, duke of Normandy, died ina pilgrimage to the holy 


Jand; and being fucceeded by a fon, yet a minor, the two Englifh princes,: Al-- 


© 


fred and Edward, who found no ere any countenance or protection in that 


country,,gladly embraced. the opportunity. of paying a-vifit, with a numerous. 
retinue,..to their mother: Emma, who feemed-to be place ed ina ftate'of. fo much: 


power and fplendor:at. Winchefter. But the face of affairs foon woreia more me- 
lancholy afpect.. Earl Godwin had. been gained by the arts of Harold, who gave 
him hopes,. that he would efpoufe his daughter; -and while the-treaty-.was yet a fe- 
cret, thefe two tyrants laid a plan for the deftruction of the Englifh princes. Al- 
fred was invited.to London by Harold with many profeffions of. friendfhip ;: but 
when he had reached Guilford, he was fet upon by Godwin’s vafials, about fix 
hundred of his-train were murdered in the moft cruel manner, he himfelf was ta- 
ken prifoner, his eyes were put out,.and he was conducted: to the: monaftery of 
Ely, where he died. foon.after->.. Edward and Binise apprized: of- the: fate, 
which was awaiting them, fled beyond fea, the former into Normandy, the latter 
into Flanders [: While Harold, triumphing in | 

fion, without refiftance, of all the dominions affigned to his brother. 

Tuis is the only.memorable action, performed, during.a reign of four years, 
by this prince, who gave fo bad. a fpecimen. of. his character, and, whole bod ily 
accomplifhments alone are known.to us, by his appellation of Harefoot,..which he 
acquired fromhis agility. in running.and walking... He;died the 14th of April, 
1039 || 3 very. little regretted or.cfteemed-by-his fubjects; and lefe.ti 
open to his brother,.. Hardicanute. 
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EIAR DICANUTE); or Canute the Hardy, thatis, the Robuft (for he too 
is chiefly known. by his-bodily accomplifhments) tho’, by remaining io long 
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* Chron. Sax. p. 164. H. Hunt. p. 364. Ingulph, ps 61. Chron. Mailr. p.- 156. 

+ H. Hunt, p. 365. Ypod. Neuftr. p. 434. salad sk 4£38,. Chron. Mailf. -p. 156. Higden; 
p. 277. Chron, St. Petri de Burges ps 39.) Sim. Dan. p. 179. Abbas Rieval.p. 366:-774, - brémp- 
ton, p. 935. Gul. Gemet. lib. 7. cap. rt, ~ Matth, Weft p. 209. Fior. Wigorn. pr 622) “Alu 
Beverk. p. rr. t Chron. Sax, -p.-r5g.°  W. Malm, p.« 46. 
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Chap. I. in Denmark, he had been deprived of his fhare in the partition of the kingdom, 
z bad not abandoned his pretenfions, and had determined, before Harold’s death, 
to recover by arms, what he had loft, either by his own negligence, or by the 
neceffity of his affairs. On pretence of paying a vifit to the Queen Dowager in 
Flanders, he had aflembled a fleet of fixty fail, and was preparing to make a de- 
feent on England *, when intelligence of his brother’s death, induced him to fail 
immediately to London, where he was received in triumph, and acknowledged 

King without oppofition. oe 
Tue firft act of Hardicanute’s government afforded the Englifh a very bad 
prognottic of his future conduct, He was fo enraged at Harold, for depriving 
him of his fhare of the kingdom, and for murdering his brother, Alfred, that, 
in an impotent defire of revenge againft the dead, he ordered his body to be dug 
up, and to be thrown into the Thames: And when it was found by fome fifher- 
men, and buried in London, he ordered it again to be dug up, and to be thrown 
again into the Thames: But it was fifhed up a fecond time, and then interred 
with great fecrecy +. Godwin, equally fervile and infolent, fubmitted to be his 

inftrument, in this unnatural and brutal action, 


Tuat nobleman knew, that he was univerfally believed to have been an ac- 
complice in Alfred’s death, and that he was on that account very obnoxious to 
the King; and perhaps he thought, by difplaying this rage againft Harold?s 
memory, to juftify himfelf from having had any participation in his counfels. 
But prince Edward, being invited over by the King his half brother ft, imme- 
diately on his appearance, entered an accufation againft Godwin for the murder 
of Alfred, and demanded juftice upon him for that aé of barbarity. Godwin, 
in order to appeafe the King, made him a magnificent prefent of a galley with a 
oilt ftern, rowed by fourfcore men, who wore each of them a gold bracelet on his 
arm, weighing fixteen ounces, and was armed and cloathed in the moft fump- 
tuous manner. Hiardicanute, pleafed with the {plendor of this fpectacle, quickly 
forgot his brother’s murder ; and on Godwin’s {wearing that he was innocent of 
that crime, he allowed him to be acquitted |]. 

Tuo’ Hardicantte, before his acceffion, had been called over by the vows of 
the Englifh, he foon loft the affections of the nation by his mifcondu& ; but no- 
thing appeared more grievous to them, than his renewing the impofition of 


* Hoveden, p. 438. Sim. Dun. p. 180. 

+ W. Malm, p. 76. Hoveden, p. 438. Ingulph, p.62. Chron. Mailr. p. 156. Higden, p- 276, 
Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 39. Sim. Dun. p. 180. Brompton, p. 933. Flor. Wigorn. p. 623. 

4 Chron. Sax. 156. W.M:-Im. p. 76. H. Hunt. p. 365. : 
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Danegelt, and obliging the nation to pay a great fum of money to the fleet, which 
brought him over from Denmark, The difcontents went high in many places ; 
and in Worcefter the populace rofe, and put to death two of the colleétors *. The 
King, enraged at this oppolition, fwore vengeance again{t the city, and ordered 
three noblemen, Godwin, duke of Weffex, Siward, duke of Northumberland, 
and Leofric, duke of. Mercia, to execute his menaces with the utmott rigor, 
They were obliged to fet fire to the city, and deliver it up to be plundered by 
their foldiers ; but they faved the lives of the inhabitants; whom they confined in 
a fmall ifland of the Severn, called Beverey, till, by their interceffion, they were 
able to appeafe the King, and obtain the pardon of the fupplicanis +. 

Tuts violent government was of very fhort duration. Hardicanute died in 
two years after his acceffion, at the marriage of a Danith lord, which he had ho- 
noured with his prefencef{. His vfual habits of intemperance and gluttony were 
fo well known, that, notwithftanding his robuft conftitution, his fudden deuth 
gave as little furprize, as it did forrow, to his fubjects. 


E-D WARD tthe Confeffor. 


= 


HE Englifh, on the death of Hardicanute, faw a favourable opportunity 
offered for recovering their liberty, and for fhaking off the Danith yoke, 
under which they had fo long laboured. Sweyn, King of Norway, the eldeft 
fon of Canute, was abfent; and as the two laft kings had died without iffue, 
there appeared none of that race, whom the Danes could fupport as fucceffor to 
the throne, Prince Edward was fortunately at court on his brother’s demife . 
and tho’ the defcendants of Edmond Ironfide were the true heirs of the Saxon 
family, yet their abfence in fo remote a country as Hungary, appeared a fufficient 
reafon for their exclufion toa people like the Englifh, fo little accuftomed to ob- 
ferve a regular order in the fucceffion of their monarchs. All delays might be 
dangerous; and the prefent occafion muft haftily be embraced ; while the Danes» 
without concert, without a leader, aftonifhed at the prefent incident, and anxious 
only for their perfonal fafety, dared not to oppofe the,united voice of the whole 


nation. 

But this concurrence of circumftances in Edward’s favour might have failed of 
its effect, had. his fucceffion been oppofed by Godwin, whofe power, alliances, 
and abilities gave him a great influence at all times, much more in thofe fudden 
* W. Malm. p. 76. + Hoveden, p. 439- Higder, p. 276, Sim, Dun. p. 181, 
+t Hoveden, p. 439, Sim. Dun. pe 18x, Flor. Wigorn, p. 623, 
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emergencies, which always attend a ievolution of government, and which, 
either feized or neglected, commonly prove fo decifive. There were circum- 
ftances, which divided men’s hopes and ‘ears with regard to their expectations of 
Godwin’s conduét. On the one hand, the credit of that nobleman lay chiefly in 
Weftex, which was almoft entirely peopled with Englifh; and it was therefore 
pr: fumed, that he would fecond the wifes of his people, in reftoring the Saxon 
line, and in humbling the Danes, from vhom he, as well as they, bad reafon to 
dread, as they had already felt, the noft grievous oppreffions. On the other 
hand, there fubfifted a declared animofiy between Edward and Godwin, on ac- 
count of Alfred’s murder ; of which chz latter had publicly been accufed by the 
prince, and which he might believe fo deep an offence; as could never, on ac- 
count of any fubfequent merits, be fincerely pardoned. But their common friends 
here interpofed ; and reprefenting the neceflity of their good correfpondence, 
obliged them to lay afide all jealoufy and rancour, and concur in reftoring liberty 
so their native country. Godwin only ftipulated, that Edward, asa pledge of 
his Gincere reconcilement, fhould promie to marry his daughter, Editha* ; and 
having fortified himfelf by this alliance, he fummoned at Gillingham a general 
council of the nation, and prepared every <meafure for fecuring the fucceffion 
to Edward. Fhe Englifh were unanmous: and zealous in their refolutions 3. 
the Danes were divided and difpirited: Any {mall oppofition, which appeared 
in this aflembly, was brow-beaten and fupprefled ; and Edward was crowned 
King with the higheft demontftrations of duty and affection 7. 


Tue triumph of the Englith, upoa this fignal and decifive advantage, was 
at firft attended with fome infult and violence againft- the Danes but the new 
King, by the mildnefs of his charaéter, foon reconciled the latter to his admini- 
{tration, and the diftinétion between the two nations eradually difappeared.. They 
were interfperfed with the Englifh in moft of the provinces; they fpoke nearly 
che fame tongue ; they differed little ir their manners and laws; the prevalence 
of domeftic diflenfions in Denmark, prevented, for a long time, any powerful in. 
vafion from thence ¢, which might awaken their animofities; and as the Norman 
conqueft, which enfued foon after, redured both nations to equal fubjeétion, there 
-s no farther mention in our hiftories of any difference between them. The ]©Y>. 
however, of their prefent deliverance made fuch impreffion on the minds of the . 


* W. Malm. p.8o0. H. Hint. p. 365. Ingulph,. p. 62. + W. Malm. p. 80. 

+ In the year 1046, the Danes made an inv;fion from twenty-five fhips, the only one we read of 
during this reign. Chron. Sax. p.158. King 3dwardremitted the tax called Danegelt, Brompton, 
p.942. Chron, Dunftaple, vol.i. p. 18. 
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Englifh, that they inftituted an annual feftival for celebrating that great event ; 
and-it was obferved in fome counties, even to the age of Spellman *. 


Tue popularity, which Edward enjoyed on his acceffion, was not deftroyed 
by the firft act of his adminiftration, the refuming_all the grants of his immediate 
predeceffors ;. an attempt, . which is commonly attended with the moft dangerous 
confequen@ss. The poverty of the crown convinced the nation, that this act of 
violence was become abfolutely neceffary ; and as the lofs fell chiefly on the Danes, 
who had obtained large grants from the late Kings, their countrymen, on account 
of their fervices in fubduing the kingdom, the Englifh were rather pleafed to fee 
them reduced. to their primitive poverty. The King’s feverity alfo towards his 
mother the Queen-dowager, tho’ expofed to fome more cenfure, met not with 
very general difapprobation, . He had hitherto lived on very indifferent terms 
with that princefs:. He accufed her of neglecting him and his brother during 
their adverfe fortune + : He remarked, that as the fuperior qualities of Canute, 
and his better treatment of her t, had made her entirely indifferent to the memory 
of Ethelred, the alfo gave the preference to her children of the fecond bed, and 
always regarded Hardicanute as her favourite. ‘The fame reafons had probably 
made her unpopular in England ; and tho’ her benefactions to the monks obtained 
her the favour of that order, the nation was not, in general, difpleafed to fee her 
{tripped by Edward of immenfe treafures which fhe had amafied ||. Fie confined 
her, during the remainder of her life, to a monaftery in Winchefter; but 
carried no farther his rigor againft her. The ftories of his accufing her of a 
participation in her fon, Alfred’s murder, and gf a criminal correfpondence with 
the bifhop of Winchefter, and alfo of her juftifying herfelf by treading unhurt 
with her bare feet over nine burning plow-fhares, were the inventions of the 
monkith hiftorians, and were propagated and believed from the filly wonder of 
potterity §. 

Tue Englith flattered themfelves, that, by the acceflion of Edward, they 
were delivered for ever from the dominion of foreigners; but they foon found, 
that that evil was not yet entirely removed. The King had been educated in 
Normandy ; and had contracted many intimacies with the natives of that coun- 
try, as well as an affection to their manners... ‘The court of England was foon 
filled with Normans, who being diftinguifhed, both by the favour of Edward, and 


* Spelm. Gloffary in verbo Hocday. + Anglia Sacra, vol. 1. p. 257. 
t W. Malm. p. 64,80. Brompton, p. 906. 

|) Chron. Sax. p. 157, W. Malm. p. 80. Hoveden, p. 439. Higden, p. 277. 
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by adegree of cultivation fomewhat fuperior to that of the Englifh in thofe ages, 
foon rendered their language, cuftoms and laws fafhionable in the kingdom. The 
ftudy of the French tongue became general among the people. The courti- 
ers affeéled to imitate that nation in their drefs, equipage and entertainments : 
Even the lawyers employed a foreign language in their deeds and papers *: But 
above all, the church felt the influence and dominion of thefe ftrangers#™ UIf and 
William, two Normans, who had formerly been the King’s chaplains, were created 
bifhops of Dorchefter and London. Robert was promoted to the fee of Canter- 
bury +, and always enjoyed the higheft favour of his matter, of which his abilities 
rendered him not unworthy. And tho’ the King’s prudence or his want of au- 
thority, made him confer almoft all the civil and military employments on the 
natives, the ecclefiaftical preferments fell often to the. fhare of the Normans ; and. 
as the latter poffefled Edward’s confidence, they had fecretly a great influence on 
public affairs, and excited the jealoufy of the Enelifh, particularly of earl God- 
win j. 

nis powerful nobleman, befides being duke or earl of Weffex, had annexed’ 
to his government the counties of Kent and Suffex. His eldeft fon, Sweyn, 
poficffed the fame authority in the counties of Oxford, Berks, Glocefter and 
Hereford: And Harold, his fecond fon, was duke of Eaft-Anglia, augmented 
by the government of F flex |]. The exorbitant authority of this family was fup- 
ported by immenfe poffeffions and powerful alliances; and the abilities, as well 
as ambition, of Godwin himfelf contributed to render it ftill more dangerous. 
A prince of greater capacity and-vigour than Edward, would have found it diffi: 
cult to fupport the dignity of the crown under fuch circumftances ; and as the 
haughty temper of Godwin made him often forget the refpe&t, due to his prince, 
F:dward’s animofity again{t him was grounded on perfonal as well as political con+ 
fiderations, on recent as well as more antient injuries. The King, in purfuance 
of his engagements, had indeed married Editha, the daughter of Godwin § s. 
but this alliance became rather the fource of enmity between them. Edward’s 
hatred of the father was transferred. to that princefs ; and Editha, tho’ poffeffed 
ef many amiable accomplifhments, never could acquire the confidence and af- 
fection of her hufband. It is even pretended, that, during the whole courfe of 
his life, he abftained from all commerce of love with her; and fuch was the abe 
furd admiration, paid to an inviolable chaftity, during thofe ages, that his con- 


* Ingulph, p. 62. + Chron. Sax. p. 1613 t W. Malm. p. 80. 
| Hoveden, p. 441. Hligden, p.279. Sim.Dun. p.. 184. 
§ Chron. Sax. py 157. 
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duct in this particular is highly celebrated by the monkith hiftorians, and contri- 
buted to his acquiring the title of faint and confeffor *, 

Tue moft popular pretence, on which Godwin could ground his difcontents 
acainft the King and his adminiftration, was to complain of the influence of the 
Normans in the government ; and a declared oppofition had thence arifen between 
lim and thefe favourites. It was not long before this animofity broke out 
into action. Fuftace, count of Boulogne, having paid a vifit to the King, paf- 
fed by Dover on his return ; and one of his train, being refufed accefs to a 
lodging, which had been affioned him, attempted to make his way by force, 
and he wounded the mafter of the houfe in the conteft. The townfman revenged 
this infult by the death of the ftranger ; the-count and his train took arms, and 
murdered the townfman within his own houfe; a tumult enfued ; near twenty 
perfons were killed on each fide; and Euftace, being overpowered with numbers, 
was obliged by flight to fave his life fromthe fury of the populace +. He hur- 
ried immediately to court ; complained of the ufage he had met with ; the King 
entered zealoufly into the quarrel, and refented that a ftranger of fuch diftinction, 
whom he had invited over to his court, fhould, without any juft caufe, as he 

elieved, have felt fo fenfibly the infolence and animofity of his people. He 
gave orders to Godwin, in whofe government Dover lay, to go immediately to 
the place, and to punifh the inhabitants for the crime: But Godwin, who de- 


fired rather to encourage; than reprefs, the popular difcontent againft foreigners, 


refufed obedience, and endeavoured to throw the whole blame on the count of 


Boulogne, and his retinue + Edward, touched in fo fenfible a point, faw the 
neceflity of exerting the royal authority ; and he threatened Godwin, if he per- 
fifted.in his difobedience, to make him feel the utmoft effects of his refentment. 
Tue earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoidable, and pleafed to embark in 
a caufe, wherein he was likely to be fupported by his countrymen, prepared for 
his own defence, or rather for an attack on Edward; and under pretence of re- 
prefling fome diforders on the Welth frontier, he fecretly aflembled a great army, 
and was approaching the King, who refided, without any military force, and 
without fufpicion, at Glocefter |]. Edward then applied for protection to Siward, 
duke of Northumberland, and Leofric, duke of Mercia, two powerful noblemen, 


whofe jealoufy of Godwin’s greatnefs, as well as their duty to the crown, enga- 
*W. Malm. p. 80. Higden, p. 277. Abbas Rieval. p. 366. 
Chron. Thom. Wykes, p. 21. Anglia Sacra, vol. 1. p. 241. 
+ Chron. Sax. p. 162. W. Malm. p. 81. Hoveden, p. 441. Higden, p. 2 
p. 184. + Chron. Sax. p. 162, W. Malm, p,81. Higden, p. 27 
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ged them to defend the King in this extremity. They haftened to him with fuch 
of their followers as they could affemble on the fudden ; and finding the danger 
ftill greater than they had apprehended, they iffued orders for muftering all the 
forces within their government, and for marching them without delay to the de- 
fence of the King’s perfon and authority *. Edward, meanwhile, endeavoured to 
protraét time by negotiation ; while Godwin, who thought the King entirely in 
his power, and who. was willing to fave appearances, fell into the fnare ; and not 
fenfible, that he ought to have no farther referve after he had proceeded {o far, 
he loft the favourable opportunity of rendering himfelf mafter of the govern- 


ment. | 

Tue Englifh, tho’ they had not a very high idea of Edward’s vigour and ca- 
pacity, bore him great affection on account of his humanity, juftice, and piety, 
as. well as of the long race of their native kings, from whom he was defcended ; 
and they haftened from allquarters to defend him from the prefent danger. His 
army was now {o confiderable, that he ventured to take the field; and marching 
to London, he fummoned a great council of the kingdom, to judge of the rebel- 
lion of Godwin and his fons. Thefe noblemen pretended at firft that they were 
willing co ftand their trial; but having in vain endeavoured to make their adhe- 
rents perfift in rebellion f, they offered to come to London, provided they might 
receive hoftages for their fafety {: and this propofal being rejected, they were obli- 
ged to difband the remains of their forces, and to have recourfe to flight ||. Bald- 
win, earl of Flanders, gave protection to Godwin and his three fons, Gurth, Sweyn, 
and Totti; the latter of whom had married the daughter of that prince : Harold 
and Leofwin, two others of his fons, took fhelter in Ireland §. The eftates of 
the father and fons were confifcated: Their governments were given to others : 
Queen Editha was confined toa monaftery at Warewel: And the greatnefs of 
this family, once fo formidable, feemed now to be totally fupplanted and over- 


_ thrown |. 


But Godwin had fixed his authority on too firma bafis, and he was too 
ftrongly fupported by alliances both abroad and at home, not to occafion farther 
difturbances, and make new efforts for his re-eftablifhment. The earl of Flan- 
ders allowed him to purchafe and hire fhips within his harbours ; and Godwin, 
having manned them with his followers, and with free-booters of all nations, put 
to fea, and attempted to make a defcent at Sandwich. The King, informed of 

Hoveden, p. 441. Sim. Dun. p. 184. + Hoveden, p. 441. Sim. Dun’ p. 185. 
{ Higden, p.-279; | Chron. Sax. p..164. W. Malm. p. 81,82. 
‘loveder, p. 441. Higden, p. . Alur. Beverl. ps vzo. 
Ciron, Sax. p. 165. W. Malm. p.8z. Hoveden, p. 441. Chron. Mailr. p. 157. 
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his preparations, had equipped a confiderable fleet, much fuperior to that of the 
enemy ; and the earl haftily, before their appearance, made his retreat into the 
Flemifh harbours *, The -Englifh court, allured by the prefent fecurity, and 
devoid of all vigorous councils, allowed the feamen to difband, and the fleet to 
so to decay +; while Godwin, expecting this event, kept his men in a readinefs 
for action! He put to fea immediately, and failed to the ifle of Wight, where 
he was joined by Harold with a fquadron, which that nobleman had collected in 
Ireland. He was now matter of the dea; and entering every harbour in the 
fouthern coaft, he feized all the thips{, and fummoned his followers in thofe 
counties, which had fo long been fubjected to his government, to affift him in 
procuring juftice to himfelf, his family, and his country, againft the tyranny of 
foreigners |]. Reinforced by great numbers from all quarters, he entered the 
Thames; and appearing at London, threw every thing into copfufion. ‘The 
King alone feemed refolute to defend himfelf to the laft extremity ,; but the inter- 
pofition of the Englifh. nobility, many of whom favoured Godwin’s pretenfions, 


made Edward hearken to terms of accommodation ; and the feigned humility of 


fhe earl, who difclaimed all intentions of offering violence to his fovereign, and 
defired only to juftify himfelf. by a fair and open trial, paved the way for his more 
eafy admiffion§. It was ftipulated, that he fhould give hoftages for his good be- 
haviour, and that the primate and all the foreigners fhould be banifhed |: And 
by this treaty, the prefent danger of a civil war was obviated, but the authority 
of the crown was confiderably impaired, or rather entirely annihilated. Ed- 
ward, fenfible that he had not power fufficient to fecure Godwin’s hoftages in 
England, fent them over to his kinfman, the young duke of Normandy *. 


Gopwin’s death, which happened foon after, while he was fitting at table 
with the King +, prevented him from eftablifhing fully the exorbitant authority 
which he had acquired, and from reducing Edward to ftill greater fubjection {. 
He was fucceeded in the government of Weffex, Suffex, Kent, and Effex, and 
in the office of fteward of the houfhold, a place of great power, by his fon, 


* Sim. Dan. p. 186, + Chron. Sax. p. 166, t Ibid. 

| Hoveden, p. 442. Sim. Dun. p. 186. Flor. Wigorn, p. 628. § Chron..Sax. p. 167.. 
W. Malm. p. 82. 1 Chron. Sax, p. 167, 168. W. Malm. p. $2. Chron. Mailr. p. 157. 
Higden, p. 279. * W. Malm. p. 82. Hoveden, p. 449. + W. Malm. p. 8r. 


H. Hunt. p. 366. 

+ The ingenious author of the article Gon win, in the Biographia Britannica, has endeavoured to- 
clear the memory of that nobleman, upon.the fuppofition, that all the Englifh annals had been falfi- 
fied by the Norman hiftorians after the conqneft. But that this fuppofition has not much foundation, 
appears hence, that almoft all thefe hiftorians have given a very good character of his fon Harold, 


Harold, 


whom it was much more the intereft of the Norman caufe to blacken. 
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Harold, who was actuated by an ambition equal to that of his father, and was 
fuperior to him in addrefs, in infinuation, and in virtue. By a modeft and gentle - 
demeanour, he acquired the good-wiil of Edwards at leaft, foftened that ha- 


tred which the prince had fo long borne his family *; and gaining. every day 


new.partizans by his bounty and affability, he proceeded, in a more filent, and_ 
therefore a more dangerous manner, to theincreafe of his authority. ‘The Kng, 
who had not fufficient vigour direétly to oppofe his progrefs, knew of no oher 
expedient than that hazardous one, of raifing hima rival inthe family of Leotric, 
duke of Mercia, whofe fon, Algar, was invefted in the government, of Faft- 
Anglia, which, before the banifhment of Harold, had belonged to this later 
nobleman. But.this policy, of balancing oppofite parties, required a nore 
fteady hand to manage it than that of Edward, and naturally produced facton, 
and even civil broils, among nobles of fuch mighty and independant authouty. 
Algar was foon after expelled his government by the intrigues and power. of Ha- 
rold +; but being protected by Griffith prince of Wa'es, who had married his 
daughter, as well as by the power of his father, Leofric, he obliged Harold to 
fubmit to an accommodation, and was re-inftated in the government of Faft- 
Anglia. This peace was not of long continuance :. Harold taking advantag: of 
Leofric’s death, which happened foon after, expelled Algar anew, and banihed 
him the kingdom ¢: And tho’ that nobleman made a frefh irruption into Fatt- 
Anglia with an army of Norwegians, and over-run the country ||, his deatl, a 
fhort time after, freed Harold from the pretenfions of fo dangerous a rival. d- 
ward his eldeft fon, was indeed advanced to the government of Mercia ; butthe 
balance, which the King defired to eftablifh between thefe powerful families, was 
entirely loft, and the influence of Harold entirely preponderated. 


Tue death of Siward, duke of Northumberland, made the way ftill nore 
open.to the ambition of that nobleman. Siward, befides his other merits, 1ad 
acquired honour to England, by his fuccefsful conduct of the only foreign ener- 
prize which was undertaken during the reign of Edward. Duncan, King of 
Scotland, was a prince of a very gentle difpofition, but poffeffed not vigour ‘uf- 
ficient to govern a country fo turbulent, and fo much infefted by the intricues 
and animofities of the great. Macbeth, a powerful nobleman, and nearly alied 
to the crown, not contented with curbing the King’s authority, carried farther 
his peflilent ambition: He put his fovereign to death; chaced Malcolm Ken- 

* Brompton, p. 048. + Chron. Sax. p. 169. H. Hant. p. 366. Hoeden, p. (43. 
Ingulf, p. 66.° Chron Mailr. p. 158. Higden,-p. 281. } Hoveden,: p. 444. 

| Ingulf, p. 66. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 44. 

§ mire, 





EDWARD THE CONFESSOR., 125 


mure, his fon and heir, into England; and ufurped the crown. Siward, whofe 
daughter was married to Duncan, embraced, by Edward’s orders, the protection 
of this diftreffed family : He marched an army into Scotland 5 and having de- 
feated and killed Macbeth in battle, he reftored Malcolm to the throne of his an- 
ceftors *. This fervice, added to his former connections with the royal family of 
Scotland, brought great acceffion to the authority of Siward in the north; but as 
he had loft his eldeft fon, Ofbern, in the aétion with Macbeth, it proved in the 
iffue fatal to his family. His fecond fon, Walthoef; appeared, on his father’s 
dezth, too young to be entrufted with the government of Northumberland ; and 
Hirold’s influence obtained that dukedom to his brother, Toftit. 


THERE are two circumftances related of Siward, which difcover his high fenfe 
of aonour and his martial difpofition. When intelligence was brought him of his 
fon Ofbern’s death, he was inconfolable; till he heard, that the wound was re- 
ceived in the breaft, and that he had behaved with great gallantry in the action f. 
When he found his own death approaching, he ordered his fervants to cloathe 
him in a complete fuit of armour; and fitting ere&t on the couch, with a {pear 
in his hand, declared, that, in that pofture, the only one worthy of a warrior, 


he would patiently await the fatal moment |). 


THe King, now worn with cares and infirmities, felt himfelf far advanced in 


the decline of life; and having no iffue himfelf, began to think of fixing a fuc- 
ceflor to the kingdom. He fent a deputation into Hungary, to invite over his 
nephew, Edward, fon to his elder brother, and the only remaining heir of the 
Saxon line §. That prince, whofe fucceffion to the crown would have been ealy 
and undifputed, came over to England with his children, Edgar, firnamed 
Atheling, Margaret, and Chriftina; but his death, which happened a few days 
after his arrival, threw the King into new difficulties. He faw, that the great 
power and ambition of Harold had tempted him to think of obtaining poffeffion 
of the throne on the firft vacancy, and that Edgar, on account of his youth and 
inexperience, was very unfit to oppofe the pretenfions of fo popular and enter- 
prifing a rival, The animofity which he had long borne earl Godwin, made him 
averfe to the fucceffion of his fon ; and he could not, without extreme reluctance, 
think of an increafe of grandeur to a family, which had rifen on the ruins of royal 
authority, and which, by the murder of Alfred, his brother, had contributed fo 


much to the weakening the Saxon line. In this uncertainty, he fecretly caft his 


* W. Malm. p. 79. Hoveden, p. 443. Chron. Mailr. p.158. Buchanan, p. 115. edit. 1715. 
+ H. Hunt, p. 366. t H. Hunt. p. 366. Higden, p.280. Brompton, p. 946, 

|| Higden, p.281. Chron, St. Petri de Burgo, p. 43. Diceto. p. 477. 
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eye towards his kinfman, William, duke of Normandy, asthe only perfon whofe 
power, and character, and capacity, could fupport any deftination which he 
might make to the exclufion of Harold, and his family *. 

Tus famous prince was natural fon of Robert, duke of Normandy, by Har- 
lotta, daughter of a tanner in Falaife +, and was very early eftablifhed in that 
erandeur, from which. his birth feemed to have fet him at fo great a diftance. 
While he was but nine years of age, his father had refolved to undertake a pil- 
erimage to Jerufalem ;. a fafhionable aét of devotion, which had taken place of 
the pilgrimages to Rome, and which, as it was attended with more difficulty 
and danger, and carried thefe religious adventurers to the firft fources of Chrifti- 
anity, appeared to them much more pious and meritorious. Before his depar- 
ture, he affembled the ftates of the dutchy ; and informing them of his purpofe,. 
he engaged them to {wear allegiance to his natural fon, William, whom, as he 
had no legitimate iffue, he intended, in cafe he fhould die in the pilgrimage, . to: 
leave fucceffor to his dominionst, As he was a prudent prince, he could net: 
but forefee the great inconveniencies which muft attend his journey, and-this fet- 
tlement of his fucceffion; arifing from the natural turbulency of the great, the- 
claims from other branches of the ducal family, and the power of the French 
monarch: But all thefe views were fuperfeded by the prevailing. zeal for pilgri- 
mages |}; and probably, the more important they were, the more_would Robert 
exult in facrificing them to what he imagined to be his religious duty.. 

Tuts prince, as he had apprehended, died-in his pilgrimage; and the mino- 
rity of his fon was attended with all thofe inconveniencies, which were unavoid- 
able in his fituation. The licentious nobles, freed from. the awe of fovereign au- 
thority, broke out into perfonal animofities againft each other, and made the 
whole country a fcene of war and devaftation§. Roger, count of Toni, and 
Alain, count of Britanny, advanced pretenfions to the dominion of the ftate; and 
Henry I. King of France, thought the opportunity favourable for reducing the 
power of a vaffal, who had at firft acquired his fettlement in fuch a violent and 


_ invidious manner, and who. had long, appeared formidable to. his fovereign |. 


The regency eftablifhed by Robert found great difficulties in fupporting the go- 
vernment againft this complication of dangers ;, and the young prince, when he 
came to age, found himfelf reduced to a very low condition. But the great qua- 
lities, which he foon difplayed in the field and in the cabinet, gave encourage- 
ment to his friends, and ftruck a terror into his enemies. He oppofed himfeif on 
all fides againft his rebellious fubjects, and againft foreign invaders; and by his va- 


* Inguif; p. 68. + Brompton, p. g10. t W. Malm, p. 95. | Ypod. Neuftr. p. 452. 
§ W. Malme p.95. Gul. Gemet. lib. 7. cap. 1. 4+ W. Malm. p. 97% 


4 | lour 





EDWARD rue Conressor. 123 


jour and conduét prevailed in every action. He obliged the French King to grant 
him peace on reafonable terms ; he expelled all pretenders to the fovereignty ; 
and he reduced his turbulent barons to pay fubmiffion to his authority, and to 
fufpend their mutual animofities. The natural feverity of his temper appeared 
in a rigorous adminiftration of juftice ; and having found the happy effects of 
this plan of government, without which the laws in thofe ages became totally im- 
potent, he eftablifhed it.as a fixed maxim, that an inflexible conduct was the 
firft duty of a fovereign. 

Tue tranquillity which he had eftablifhed in his dominions had given Wil- 
liam leifure to pay a vifit to the King of England during the time of Godwin’s 
banifament ; and he was received in a manner fuitable to the great reputation 
which he had acquired, to the relation by which he was connected with Edward, 
and to the obligations which that prince had owed to his family *. On the re- 
turn of Godwin, and the expulfion of the Norman favourites, Robert, archbi- 
fhop of Canterbury, had, before his departure, perfuaded Edward to think of 
adopting William as his fucceffor; a-council, which was favoured by the King’s 
averfion to Godwin, his prepoffeffions towards the Normans, and his efteem of 
the duke. That prelate, therefore, received a commiffion to inform William of 
the King’s intentions in his favour; and ‘he was the firft perfon who opened the 
mind of the prince to entertain thefe ambitious hopes f. But Edward, irrefolute 
and feeble in his purpofe, finding that the Englifh would more eafily acquiefce in 
the reftoration of the Saxon line, had, in the mean while, invited his brother’s 
defcendants from Hungary, with a view of having them recognized heirs to the 
throne t. The death of his nephew, and the inexperience and unpromifing qua- 
lities of young Edgar, made him refume his former intentions in favour of the 
duke of Normandy; though his averfion to hazardous enterprizes engaged him 
to poftpone the execution, and even to keep his purpofe fecret from all his mi- 
nifters. 

Harotp, meanwhile, proceeded, after a more open manner, in increafing 
his popularity, in eftablifhing his power, and in preparing the way for his ad- 
vancement on the firft vacancy of the throne; an event which, from the age and 
infirmities of the King, appeared not very diftant. But there was {till an ob- 
ftacle, which it was requifite for him previoufly to overcome. Earl Godwin, 
when reftored to his power and fortune, had given hoftages for his good beha- 
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viour; and among the reft one fon and one grandfon, whom Edward, for great- 
er fecurity, had.fent over to be kept in Normandy. Harold, tho’ he was not 
aware of the duke’s being his competitor, was uneafy, that fuch near relations 
fhould be detained prifoners in a foreign country ; and he was afraid, that Wil- 
liam would, in favour of Edgar, retain thefe pledges as a check on the ambition 
of any other pretender *. He reprefented, therefore, to the King his unfeigned 
fubmiffion to royal authority, his fteady duty to his prince, and the little necef- 
fity there was, after fuch an uniform trial of his obedience, to detain any longer 
thofe hoftages, who had been required on the firft compofing of civil difcords. By 
thefe topics, enforced by his great power, he extorted the King’s confent to releafe 
them ; and to effectuate his purpofe he immediately proceeded, with a numerous 
retinue, on his journey to Normandy -. A tempeft drove him on the territory 
ef Guy, count of Ponthieu, who, being informed of his quality, immediately 
detained him prifoner {, and demanded an exorbitant fum for his ranfom. Ha- 
rold found means to convey intelligence of his condition to the duke of Nor- 
mandy; and reprefented,. that, while he was proceeding to Ais court, in execu- 
tion of a commiffion from the King of England, he had met with this harfh treat- 
ment from the mercenary difpofition of the count of Ponthieu. 


WILLIAM was immediately fenfible of the importance of the incident. He 
forefaw, that, if he could once gain Harold, either by favours or menaces, his 
way to the throne of England would be open, and Edward would meet with no 
farther obftacle in executing the favourable intentions which he had entertained 
im his behalf. He fent, therefore, an ambaffador to Guy, in order to demand 
the liberty of his prifoner; and that nobleman, not daring to refufe fo creat & 
prince, put Harold into the hands of the Norman ambaflador, who conduéted him 
to Rotien |}. William received him with every demonftration of refpect and 
friendfhip ; and after fhowing himfelf difpofed to comply with his defite, in de- 
livering up the hoftages, he took an opportunity of difclofing to him the ereat. 
fecret, of his pretenfions to the crown of England, and of the will which Ed- 
ward intended to make in his favour. He defired the affiftance of Harold in: 
perfecting that defign; he made profeffions of the utmott gratitude in return for 
fo great an obligation ; he promifed that the prefent grandeur of Harold’s family, 
which fupported itfelf with difficulty under the jealoufy and hatred of E.dward,. 
should receive new increafe from a fucceffor,, who would be fo fenfibly beholden 


* Brompton, p. 947. 
Alur. Beverl. p. x20, 
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to him for his advancement. Harold was furprized with this declaration of the 
duke; but being fenfible, that he could never recover his own liberty, much lefs 
that of his brother and nephew, if he refufed the demand, he feigned a compliance 
with William, renounced all hopes of the crown for himfelf, and proféefféd*his 
fincere intention of fupporting the will of Edward, and feconding the ‘pretenfions 
of the duke of Normandy. William, to tic him fafter to his fervice, befides 
offering him his daughter in marriage *, required him to take an oath, that he 
would fulAl his promifes ; and in order to render that oath more binding, he 
employed an artifice, well fuited to the ignorance and fuperftition of the age. 
He fecretly conveyed under the altar, on which Harold agreed to fwear, the re- 
liques of fome of the moft refpected martyrs; and when Harold had taken the 
oath, he fhowed him the reliques, and admonifhed him to oblerve religioufly an 
engagement, which had been ratified by fo tremendous a fanction f+. The Eng- 
lith nobleman was aftonifhed; but diffembling his concern, he renewed the fame 
profeffions, and was difmiffed with ‘all the marks of mutual confidence by the 
duke of Normandy. 

Wuen Harold found himfelf at liberty, his ambition fuggefted cafuiftry fufh- 


cient to juftify to him the violation of an oath, which had been extorted from 


him by fear, and which, if fulfilled, might be attended with the fubjection of his 
native country to a foreign power. He continued ftill to practife every art of po- 


! 


pularity ; to increafe the number of his partizans; to reconcile the minds of the 


Englifh to the idea of his fucceffion ; to revive their hatred of the Normans; and 
by an oftentation of his power and influence, to deter the timorous Edward from 
executing his intended deftination in favour of William. Fortune, about this 
time, threw two incidents in his way, by which he was enabled to acquire gene- 
ral favour, and to encreafe the character, which he had already obtained, of vir- 
tue and capacity. 

Tue Welth, tho’ a lefs formidable enemy than the Danes, had been long. 
accuftomed to infeft the weftern bord«rs ; and after committing fpoil on the low 
countries, they ufua'ly made a hafty retreat into their mountains, where they 
were fheltered from the purfuit of their enemies, and were ready to feize the firft 
favourable opportunity of renewing their depredations. Griffith, their prefent 
‘prince, had much diftinguifhed himfelf in thefe incurfions; and his name had be- 
come fo terrible to the Englifh, that Harold found he could do nothing: more 
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acceptable to the public, and more honourable to himfelf, than the fuppreffing fo 
dangerous an enemy. He formed the plan of an expedition againft Wales; and 
having prepared fome light armed foot to purfue the natives into their faftneffes, 
fome cavalry to fcour the open country, and a fquadron of fhips to attack the 
fea-coaft, he employed at once all thefe forces againft the Welfh, profecuted his 
advantages with vigour, made no intermiffion in his affaults, and at laft reduced 
the enemy to fuch diftrefs, that, in order to prevent their total deftruction, they 
made a facrifice of their prince, whofe head they cut off, and fent to Harold ; 
and they were contented to receive as their fovereigns two Welfh noblemen ap- 
pointed by Edward to rule over them *, The other incident was no lefs honou- 
rable to Harold. 


Tost1, the elder brother of this nobleman, had been created duke of Northum- 
berland; but being of a violent, tyrannical temper, had practifed fuch cruelty 
and injuftice over the inhabitants, that they rofe in rebellion againft him, and 
chaced him from his government. Morcar and Edwin, two brothers, who pof- 
fefled ereat power in thofe quarters, and who were grandfons of the great duke, 
Leofric, concurred in the infurrection ; and the former, being elected duke, ad- 
vanced with an army, to oppofe Harold, who was commiffioned by the King to 
reduce and punifh the Northumbrians, Before the armies came to action, Mor- 
car, well acquainted with the generous difpofition of the Englifh commander, 
endeavoured to juftify his conduct; and reprefented to him, that Tofti had be- 
haved in a manner unworthy of the ftation to which he was advanced, and no one, 
not even a brother, could fupport fuch tyranny, without participating, in fome 
decree, of the infamy attending it; that the Northumbrians, accuftomed to a 
legal adminiftration, and regarding it as their birth-right, were willing to fubmit 
to the King, but required a governor who would pay regard to their rights and 
privileges; that they had been taught by their anceftors, that death was preferable 
to fervitude, and had come to the field determined to perifh, rather than bear a 
renewal of thofe indignities, to which they had been fo long expofed ; and they 
trufted, that Harold, on reflection, would not defend in another that violent con- 
du, from which, in his own government, he had always kept at fo great a dif- 
tance+. This vigorous remonftrance’ was accompanied with fuch a detail of 
‘facts, fo well fupported, that Harold found it prudent to abandon his brother’s 
caufe; and returning to Edward, he perfuaded him to pardon the Northumbrians, 
and to confirm Morcar in the government {. He even married the fifter of that 
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nobleman *; and by his intereft procured Edwin, the younger brother, to be 
eleéted into the government of Mercia. Tofti in a rage departed the kingdom, 
and took fhelter in Flanders with earl Baldwin, his father-in-law +. 


By this marriage, Harold broke all meafures with the duke of Normandy; 


and William clearly perceived, that he could no longer rely on the oaths and: 


promiies, which he had extorted from him. But the Englifh nobleman thought 
himfelf now in fuch a fituation, that it was no longer neceflary for him to 
difemble. He had in his conduét againft the Northumbrians given fuch’ a 
fpecimen of his moderation as had gained him the affections of “his country- 
men. He faw, that almoit all England was under the command of himfelf or 
his friends ; while he pofieffed the government of Weffex, Morcar that of Nor- 
thumberland, and Edwin that of Mercia. He now openly afpired to the fuc- 
ceffion; and infifted, that, fince it was neceflary, by the confeffion of all, to 
fer afide the royal family, on account of the imbecillity of Edgar, the fole fur- 
viving heir, there was no one fo capable of filling the throne, as a nobleman, of 
great power, of mature age, of long experience, of approved courage and abi- 
lity, who being a native of the kingdom, would efectually: fecure it againft the 
dominion and tyranny of foreigners. Edward, broken with age -and infirmities, 
faw the difficulties too great for him to encounter 3 and tho’ his inveterate pre- 
poffeffions kept him from feconding- the pretenfions of - Harold, he took but 
feeble and irrefolute fteps for fecuring the fucceffion to the duke of Normandy ff. 
While he continued in this uncertainty; he was furprized by ficknefs, which 

brought 

* Order Vitalis, p. 492. 
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t{ The whole ftory of the trgnfactions between Edward, Harold, and the duke of Normandy is told 
fo differently by the ancient writers, that there are few important paflages of the Englifh hiftory liable 
~ to fo great uncertainty I have followed the account, which appeared to me the moft-confiftent and pro- 
bable, It does not feem likely, that Edward ever executed a will in the duke’s favour, much lefs 


that he got it ratified by the ftates of the kingdom, as is affirmed byfome. The will would have been 
Known to all, and would have been preduced by the Conqueror, to whom it gave fo plaufible, and 


really fo juit a title ; but the doubtful and ambiguous manner in which he feems always to have men- . 


tioned it, proves, that he could only plead the known intentions of that monarch in his favour, which 
he was defirous to calla will. There is indeed a charter of the Conqueror, preferved by Dr, Hickes, 


vol. ic where he calls himfelf rex Aereditarius, meaning heir by will; but a prince, poflefled. of fo . 


much power, and attended with fo much fuccefs, may employ what pretences he pleafes:. It is fuf- 

ficient to refute his pretences to obferve, that there is a great diffidence and variation among the hifto~ 

rians with regard to a point, which, had it been real, muft have been agreed upon. by all of them. . 
Again, fome hiftorians, particular!y Maimefbury and Matthew Weftminfter, affirm that Harold 


had no intention of going over to Normandy, but that taking the air in a pleafyre-baat on the coatt, 
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brought him to his grave, on the fifth of January 1066, in the fixty-fifth year 
of his aze, and twenty-fifth of his reign. : 

Tus prince, to. whom the monks gave the title of faint and confeffor, was 
the laft of the Saxon line, who ruled in England; and tho’ his reign was peace- 
able and fortunate, he owed this profperity lefs to his own ability than to the 
conjunctures of the times. The Danes, employed in other enterprizes, at- 
tempted not thofe incurfions, which had been fo troublefome to all his prede- 
ceffors, and fatal to fome of them. The facility of his difpofition made him 
acquiefce under the government of Godwin and his fon Harold; and the 
capacity, as well as the power of thefe noblemen, enabled them, while they were 
intrufted with authority, to preferve domeftic peace and tranquillity. The moft 
commendable circumftance of Edward’s government was his attention to the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, and his compiling teed that purpofe a body of laws, which 
he collected from the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, and Alfred. This compilation, 
tho’ now loft (for the laws that pafs under Edward’s name were compofed after- 
wards *) were long the objects of affection to the Englifh nation. 


Epwarp the Confeffor was the firft who touched for the King’s evil: The 
opinion of his fanétity procured belief to this cure among the geapie: and his 
fucceffors regarded it as a part of their power and anncir to uphold the fame 
opinion. It has been continued down to our time; and the practice was firft 
dropped by the prefent royal family, who obferved, that it could no longer give 
amazement even to the populace, and was attended with ridicule in the eyes of 
all men of underftanding. 
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if AROLD had fo well prepared matters before the death of the King, that | 


& 2 he immediately ftepped into the vacant throne; and his acceffion was at- 


he was driven over by ftrefs of weather to the territories of Guy count of Ponthieu: But befides that 
this ftory is not probable initfelf, and is contradicted by moft of the antient hiftorians, it is refuted by 
a very curious and authentic monument lately difcovered. It is a tapiftry, preferved in the ducal pa- 
lace of Roiien, and fuppofed to have been wrought by orders of Matilda, wife to the emperor: At 
leaft it is of very great antiquity. Harold is there reprefented as taking his departure from K. Edward 
in execution of fome commiflion, and mounting his veflel with a great train. The defivn of redeem- 
ing his brother and nephew, who were hoftages, is the moft likely caufe that can be afligned ; and is 
accordingly mentioned by Eadmer, Hoveden, Brompton, and Simeon of Durham. For a farther ac- 
count of this piece of tapeftry, fee Hiitoire de l’Academie de Literature, tom. 1x. p. 535. 
* Spelm. in verbo Baliiva, 
tended 
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Haroup, informed of this misfortune, haftened with an atmy to the protec- 
tion of his people; and expreffed the utmoft ardour to thow himéelf worthy of 
the crown, which had ‘been conferred upon him. This prince, tho’ he was not 
fenfible of the fullextent of his.danger, from the great combination againtt him, 
had employed every art of popularity to acquire the affections of the public; and 
he gave fo many proofs. of anequitable and prudent adminiftration, that the Eng- 
lifh found no reafon to repent of the choice which they had made of a fovereign *. 
They flocked from all’ quarters to join his ftandard ; and as foon as he reached 
the enemy at Stanford, he’ found himfelf in a condition of giving them battle: 
The action was very bloody but the victory was decifive ‘on the fide of Harold, 
and ended with the total rout of the Danes, together with the death of Tofti and 
Halfager +. Even the Danith fleet fell into the hands of Harold ; who had the 
generofity to give prince Olave, the fon of Halfager, his liberty, and allow him 
to depart with twenty veffels —. But he had fcarce time to rejoice for this vic- 
tory, when he received intelligence, that the duke of Normandy was landed with 
a great army in the fouth of England. 1 


Tue Norman fleet and army had been affembled, early in the fummer, at the 


N 


mouth of the {mall river Dive, and al! the troops had been inftantly embarked; - 


but the winds proved long contrary, and detained them in that harbour |. The 
authority, however, of the duke, the good difcipline maintained among the fea- 
men and foldiers, and the great care of fupplying them with provifions, had pre- 
vented any diforder; when at laft the wind became favourable, and enabled them 
to fail along the coafts, till they reached St. Valori. Fhere were, however, feveral 
veffels loft in this fhort paflage; and. as the winds again proved contrary, the army 
began to imagine, that heaven had declared againft them, and that, notwithftand- 
ing the Pope’s benediction, they were deftined to certain ruin §. Thefe bold 


warriors, who defpifed real dangers, were very fubje& to the dread of imaginary 


ones ; and many of them began to mutiny, and fome of them even to defert their 
colours ; when the duke, inorder to fupport their drooping hopes, ordered a 
proceffion to be made with the reliques of St. Valori |, and prayers to be faid for 
more favourable weather. The winds inftantly changed; and as this incident 
happened on the eve of the-fealt of St. Michael, the tutelar faint of Normandy, 


* W. Milm, p. 93. . Hoveden, p. 447... Hitt. Elienfis, cap. 44... Sim. Dan. p. 193. Flor. 
Worn. p. 623. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 172, W. Malm. p. 94. H. Hutt. p. 368. Ingulf, p.69. Hit. Ramef. p. 464. 

t Hoveden, p. 448. Ingulf, p. 69: Higden, p.285. ~Chron. Sr, Petri de Burgo, p. 44. 

|| Order. Vitalis, ps 500, . §. W. Malm. p. too. 

+ Higden, p. 285. Order. Vitalis, p. 500. Miatth, Paris, edit. Parifiis anno 1644, p. 2. 
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brought him to his grave, on the fifth of January 1066, in the fixty-fifth year 
of his aze, and twenty-fifth of his reign. ; 

Tuis prince, to: whom the monks gave the title of faint and confeffor, was 
the laft of the Saxon line, who ruled in England; and tho’ his reign was peace- 
able and fortunate, he owed this profperity lefs to his own ability than to the 
conjunctures of the times. The Danes, employed in other enterprizes, at- 
tempted not thofe incurfions, which had been fo troublefome to all his prede- 
canes and fatal to fome of them. The facility of his difpofition made him 
acquiefce under the government of Godwin and his fon Harold; and the 
capacity, as well as the power of thefe noblemen, enabled them, while they were 
intrufted with authority, to preferve domeftic peace and tranquillity. The moft 
commendable circumftance of Edward’s government was his attention to the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, and his compiling ed that purpofe a body of laws, which 
he colleéted from the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, and Alfred. This compilation, 
tho’ now loft (for the laws that pafs under Edward’s name were compofed after- 
wards *) were long the objects of affection to the Englifh nation. 


Epwarp the Confeffor was the firft who touched for the King’s evil: The 
opinion of his fanétity. procured belief to this cure among the people; and his 
fucceffors regarded it as a part of their power and Panter to uphold the fame 
opinion. It has been continued down to our time; and the practice was firft 
dropped by the prefent royal family, who obferved, that it could no longer give 
amazement even to the populace, and was attended with ridicule in che eyes of 
all men of underftanding. 
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if AROLD had fo well prepared matters before the death of the King, that 
go he immediately ftepped into the vacant throne; and his acceffion was at- 


he was driven over by ftrefs of weather to the territories of Guy count of Ponthieu: But befides that 
this ftory is not probabie in itfelf, and is contr adicted by moft of the antient hiftorians, it is refuted by 
a very curious and authentic monument lately difcovered. It is a tapiftry, preferved in the ducal pa- 
lace of Roiien, and fuppoied to have been wrought by orders of Matilda, wife to the emperor: At 
leaft it is of very great antiquity. Harold is there reprefented as taking his departure from K. Edward 
in execution of fome commiflion, and mounting his veflel with a great train. The deficn of redeem- 
ing his brother and nephew, who were hoftages, is the moft likely caufe that can be affigned $ and is 
accordingly mentioned by Eadmer, Hoveden, Brompton, and Simeon of Durham. For a farther ace 
count of this piece of tapeftry, fee Hiftoire de l’ Academie de Literature, tom. ix. p. 535. 
* Spelm. in verbo Baliiva, - 


tended 
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Haroup, informed of this misfortune, haftened with an army to the protec- Chap. III. 
tion of his people; and expreffed the utmoft ardour to fhow himéelf worthy of 
the crown, which had ‘been conferred upon him. This prince, tho’ he was not 
fenfible of the fullextent of his.danger, from the great combination acaintt him, 
had employed every art of popularity to acquire the affections of the public; and 
he gave fo many proofs of anequitable and prudent adminiftration, that the Eng- 
lifh found no reafon to repent of the choice which they had made of a fovereign *. 
They flocked from ‘all’ quarters to join his ftandard ; and as foon as he reached 
the enemy at Stanford, he found himfelf in a condition of giving them bartle- 2sth 
The action was very bloody; but the victory was decifive on the fide of Harold, 
and ended with the total rout of the Danes, together with the death of Tofti and 
Halfager +. Even the Danifh fleet fell into the hands of Harold: who had the 
generofity to give prince Olave, the fonof Halfager, his liberty, and allow him 
to depart with twenty veffels {. But he had fcarce time to rejoice for this vic- 
tory, when he received intelligence, that the duke of Normandy was landed with 
a great army in the fouth of England. ‘ 

‘ue Norman fleet and army had been affembled, early in the fummer, at the 
mouth of the fmall river Dive, and al! the troops had been inftantly embarked; 
but the winds proved long contrary, and detained them in that harbour}. The 
authority, however, of the duke, the good difcipline maintained amone the fea. 
men and foldiers, and the great care of fupplying them with provifions, had pre- 
vented any diforder; when at laft the wind became favourable, and enabled them 
to fail along the coafts, till they reached St. Valori. Fhere were, however, feveral 
veffels loft in this fhort paffage; and.as the winds again proved contrary, the army 
began to imagine, that heaven had declared againft them, and that, notwithftand- 
ing the Pope’s benediction, they were deftined to certain ruin §. Thefe bold 
warriors, who defpifed real dangers, were very fubyect to the dread of imaginary ’ 
ones ; and many of them began to mutiny, and fome of them even to defert their 
colours; when the duke, inorder to fupport their drooping hopes, ordered a 
proceffion to be made with the reliques of St. Valori |, and prayers ‘to be faid for 
more favourable weather. The winds inftantly changed; and as-this incident 
happened on the eve of the-feaft of St. Michael, the tutelar faint of Normandy, 


* W. Milm, p. 93. . Hoveden, p. 447. . Hitt. Elienfis, cap. 44. Sim. Dan. p. 193. Flor. 
Wizorn. p. 623. | 

+ Chron, Sax. p. 172, W. Malm. p. 94. H. Hunt. p. 363. Ingulf, p. 69. Hitt. Ramef. p. 464. 

t Hoveden, p. 448. Ingulf, p. 69. Higden, p.285. ~Chron. Sty Petri de Burgo, p. 44. 

|| Order. Vitalis, p. 500, | § W. Malm. p. too. 

+ Higden, p. 285, Order. Vitalis, p. s00. Matth. Paris, edit. Parifiis anno 1644, p. 2. 
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the foldiers; fancying they faw the hand of heaven in all thefe concurring circum- 


ftances, fet out with the greateft alacrity *: They met with no oppofition on their 


- voyage: A great fleet, which Harold had affembled, and which had cruized all 
fummer-off the Ifle of Wight, had been difmiffed, on his.receiving falfe intelli- 


gence, that. William, difcouraged by the contrary winds and other accidents, 
had laid afide his preparations +. The Norman armament, proceeding in grea 
order, arrived, without any material ‘lofs, at Pevenfey in Suffex; and the army 
quietly difembarked. The duke himfelf, as he leaped. on fhore, happened to 


-ftumble and fall; but had the prefence of mind to turn the emen to his advan- 
-tage, by calling aloud, that he had -taken poffeffion of the country [.. And a 


foldier, running to a neighbouring cottage, plucked fome thatch, which, as if 


_ giving him feizine of the-kingdom, he prefented:to his general, The joy and 


alacrity of William and his whole army was fo great, that they were nowife dif- 


couraged, even when they heard of Harold’s great victory over the Danes; and 
- they feemed rather to wait with impatience for the arrival of the enemy J. 


Tue victory of Harold, tho’ great and honourable, had proved in the main 
prejudicial to his interefts, and may be regarded as the immediate caufe of his 
ruin. He loft. many of his braveft officers and feldiers in the action; and he dif- 
cufted the reft, by refufing to diftribute the Danifh fpoils among them§: A 


.conduét which was little agreeable to his ufual generofity of temper; but which 


his. defire of {paring the people, in the war which impended over him from the 


.duke of Normandy, had probably occafioned. He haftened by quick marches to 
-peach this new invader; but tho’ he was reinforced at London and other places 


with frefh-troops, he found himfelf alfo weakened by the defertion of his old fol- 


-diers, who from fatigue and difcontent fecretly withdrew from their colours, 


His brother Gurth, a man of bravery and conduct, began to entertain apprehen- 
‘fions of the event; and remonftrated with the King, that it would be better po- 
,licy to,prolong the war, or, at leaft, to fpare his own perfon in the action. He 
urged.to him, that the defperate fituation of the duke of Normandy made it re- 


. quifite for that prince to bring matters to a {peedy decifion, and put his whole for- 


‘tune on the iffue of a battle; but that the King of England, in his own country, 
beloved by his fubjects, provided of every fupply, had more infallible and lefs 


. dangerous methods of enfuring to himfelf the victory : That the Norman troops, 


elevated on the one hand with the higheft hopes, and feeing, on the other, no 
refource.in cafe of a difcomfiture, would fight to the laft extremity; and being 
the flower of all the warriors of the continent, muft be regarded as formidable to 


* W. Malm. p..100. + Hoveden, p. 448. Sim. Dun. p, 194. Diceto, p. 479. 
{ Baker, p. 22. | Gul, Pig, p. 199. § W. Malm. p. 94. Higden, p. 285. 
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and’ thereby enabled him to draw his whole. force to the attack of England * / Chap. IE,!. 


But the moft.important ally, whom William gained by his negotiations, was the 
pope, who had.a mighty. influence over the antient barons, no lefs devout in their 
religious principles than valorous in their military enterprizes. T’he. Roman pontiff, . 
after an infenfible progrefs during feveral ages of darknefs and ignorance, began 
now to Jift his head openly above all the princes. of. Europe; to affume the office 
of a mediator, or even an arbiter, in the quarrels of. the greateft monarchs; to 
interpofe himfelf in all fecular affairs ; and to obtrude his dictates as fovereign laws} 
on his obfequious difciples. It was a fufficient motive to Alexander II. the reign- 
ing pope, for. embracing William's quarrel, that he aione had made an appeal 
to his tribunal, and rendered him umpire of the difpute between him and. Ha- 
rold ;. but there were other advantages, which, that pontiff forefaw, muft refule 
from the conqueft.of England by the Norman arms. That kingdom, tho’ at 
firft converted by Romith miffionaries, tho’ it had afterwards advanced fome far- 
ther.fteps towards fubjeCtion under Rome, maintained ftill a great independance 
in its ecclefiattical adminiftration; and forming a world within itfelf, entirely 
feparated from the reft of Europe, it had hitherto proved inacceffible to thofe~ 


exorbitant. claims, which fupported the grandeur of the papacy. Alexander, '. 


therefore, hoped,. that: the French and Norman. barons, if fuccefsful in their, 
enterprize, might import into that country a more devoted reverence to the 
holy fee, and bring the Englifh churches to a nearer conformity with thofe of 
the reft of Europe. He declared immediately in favour of William’s claim T ; 
pronounced Harold a, perjured ufurper;. denounced excommunication again{t 


him and his adherents ; .and the more to encourage the duke of Normandy in his - 


enterprize, he. fent him. a. confecrated banner, and a ring with one of St, Peter’s 


hairs in it [, TPhus-were all the ambition and violence of that invafion covered : 


over fafely with the broad mantle of religion. 


But the greateft difficulty, which William had to encounter in his prepara- - 
tions, arofe. from his own fubjects in Normandy.. The ftates of the dutchy were < 


affembled.at Liflebonne;.and. fupplies being demanded for the intended enter-~ 
prize, which promifed fo much glory and advantage to their country, there ap- 
peared a-reluctance. in many members, both to grant fums fo: much’ beyond:the 
common meafure of taxes in that age, and to fet a precedent of performing their 


military fervice out of their own country. The duke finding it dangerous to - 


folicit. them in a:body; conferred: feparately with the richeft perfons:in the pro-: 


* Gul, Pict. p. 198. 
+ W. Malm.’p. 100. . Ingulf, p. 69. Higden, p. 285. . Brompton, p. 958. 


+. Baker, p. 22. edit. 1684. 
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vince; and beginning with thofe whofe affections he moft relied on, he gradually 


engaged all of them to advance the fums demanded. The count of Longueville 


feconded him in this negotiation, the count of Mortaigne, Odo bifhop of Baieux, 
and efpecially William Fitz-Ofborne, count of Breteiiil, and conftable of the 
dutchy. Every perfon, when he himfelf was once engaged, endeavoured to bring 
over others; and at laft the ftates themfelves, after ftipulating that this conceffion 
fhould be no precedent for the future, voted, that they would affift their prince 
to the utmoft in his intended enterprize *. 


WitiiAm had now affembled a fleet of 3000 vefiels, great and {mall +, and 
had feleéted an army of 60,000 men from among thofe numerous fupplies, which 
from every quarter foliciced to be received into his fervice. The camp bote a 
{plendid, yet a martial appearance, from the difcipline of the men, the vigour of 
the horfes, the luftre of the arms and accoutrements of both; but above all, from 
the high names of nobility, who engaged under the banners of the duke of Nor- 
mandy. The moft celebrated were Euftace, count of Boulogne, Aimeri de 
Thouars, Hugh d’Eftaples, William d’Evreux, Geoffrey de Rotrou, Roger de 
Beaumont, William de Warenne, Roger de Montgomeri, Hugh de Grantmefnil, 
Charles Martel, and Geoffrey Giffard t.. To thefe bold chieftains William held 
up the fpoils of England as ‘the prize of their valour; and pointing to the oppo- 
fite fhore, called to them, that ¢bere was the field, on which they muft ereé& tro- 
phies to their name, and fix their eftablifhments. . 


Waite he was making thefe mighty preparations, the duke, that ‘he might 
increafe the number of Harold’s enemies, excited the inveterate rancour of Toft, 
and encouraged him, in concert with Harold Halfager, King of Norway, to in- 
feft the coaft of England. Tofti, having colleéted about fixty veffels in the 
ports of Flanders, put to fea; and after committing fome depredations ‘on the 
fouth and eaft coafts, he failed co Northumberland, and he was there joined by 
Halfager, who came over with a great armament of three hundred fail |. The 
combined fleets entered the Humber, and difembarked the troops, who began to 
extend their depredations on all fides; when Morcar earl of Northumberland, and 
Edwin earl of Mercia, the King’s brothers-in-law, having haftily colleéted fome 


troops, ventured to give them battle. ‘The action ended with the total defeat and 
flight of thefe two noblemen §. 


* Camden. Introd. ad Britann. p. 21z. 2d edit. Gibf. Veritegan, p. 173. 

+ Gul. Gemet, lib. 4. cap. 34. } Ordericus Vitalis, p. sor. 

| Chron. Sax. p. 172, W. Malm. p. 94. H. Hunt. p. 367. Higden, p. 284; - 

§ Chron. Sax. p. 172, W.Malm.p. 94.  Hoveden, p. 448. Ingulf, p. 69. Higden, p. 284. 
 Alur. Beverl. p. 123, 
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befides defending it againft continual attempts of the French monarch and all 
its neighbours, befides exerting many a¢tions of vigor under their prefent fove- 
reion; they had, about this very time, revived their antient fame, by the moft 
hazardous exploits, and the moft wonderful fucceffes, in the other extremity of 
Europe. A few Norman adventurers in Italy had acquired fuch. an afcendant, 
not only over the Italians and Greeks, but the Germans, and Saracens, that they 
expelled*thefe foreigners, procured to themfelves ample eftablifhments, and laid the 
foundation of the opulent kingdom of Naples and Sicily *. Thefe enterprizes 
of men, who were all of them vafials in Normandy, many-of them banifhed for 
faGtion and rebellion, excited the ambition of the haughty William; who dif- 
dained, after fuch examples of fortune and valour, to be deterred from making 
an attack on a neighbouring country, where he could be fupported by the whole 
force of his principality. 

Tue fituation alfo of Europe infpired William with hopes, that befides his 
brave Normans, he might employ againft England the flower of the military 
force, which was. difperfed in all the other ftates. France, Germany and the 
Low Countries, by the progrefs of the feudal inftitutions, were divided and fub- 
divided into many fmall principalities and baronies ; and the poffeffors, enjoying 
the civil jurifdiction within themfelves, as well as the right of arms, aéted, in 
many refpects, as independant fovereigns, and maintained their properties and 
privileges, lefs by the authority’of laws, than by their own force and valour. 
A military fpirit had univerfally diffufed itfelf throughout Europe; and the 
feveral leaders, whofe minds were elevated by their princely fituation, greedily 
embraced the moft adventurous enterprizes, and being accuftomed to nothing 
from their infancy but recitals of the fuccefs attending wars and battles, they 
were prompted by a natural ambition to imitate, thofe adventures, which they 
beard fo much celebrated, and which were fo much exaggerated by the credulity 
of the age. United, however loofely, by their duty to one fuperior lord, and by 
their connexions withthe great body of the community, to which they belonged, 
they defired to fpread their fame each beyond his own diftrict; and, in all affem- 
blies, whether inftituted for civil deliberations, for military expeditions, or merely 
for fhow and entertainment, to outfhine each other by the reputation of ftrength 
and prowefs. Hence their genius for chivalry ; hence their impatience of peace 
and tranquillity ; and hence their readinefs to embark in any hazardous enterprize, 
however little interefted in its failure or fuccefs. 

Wit.taM, by his power, his courage, .and his abilities, had long maintained 
4 pre-eminence among thofe havghty chieftains ; and every one who defired to 


* Gol. Gemet, lb. 7. cap. 30. 
S 2 diftinguifh 





Chap, TI. 





132 HISTORY or ENGLAND: 


Chap. Ill. diftinguifh himfelf by his addrefs in military exercifes,. or his valor in actions. 
had been ambitious of acquiring a reputation in the court and in the armies of 
Normandy. Entertained with that hofpitality and.courtefy, which diftinguifhed: 
the age, they had formed attachments with the prince, and greedily attended to 
the profpects of glory and advantage, which he promiled them in return for their: 
concurrence in an expedition againft England. The more grandeur appeared in 
the attempt, the more it fuited their romantic fpirit: The fame of the intended 
invafion was already diffufed every where : Multitades crowded to tender to the 
duke their fervice, with that of their vaffals and retainers *: And William found 
lefs difficulty in compleating his levies, than in choofing the moft veteran and 
experienced forces, and in rejecting the offers of thofe, who were impatient to. 
acquire fame under fo renowned a leader. 

Brsipes thefe advantages, which William owed to his perfonal valour and good‘ 
conduct; he was beholden to fortune for. procuring him fome affiftances, and: 
for removing many obftacles, which: it was natural for him to expect: in an. 
undertaking, where all his neighbours‘were fo deeply interefted. Conan,.duke- 
of Britanny, was his mortal enemy ; and:in order. to throw a damp upon his. 
enterprize, he chofe this conjuncture for, reviving his claim to Normandy itfelf ; 
and he required, that, in cafe of William’s fuccefs againft England, the. poffeffion : 
of that dutchy might devolve tohim~+. But Conan died fuddenly after-making - 
this demand ; and Howel, his fucceflor, inftead of adopting the malignity, or- 
rather the prudence, of his:predeceflor, zealoufly feconded the duke’s views, and: 
fent his eldeft fon, Adain Fergant, to ferve under him-with a force-of five.thou-. 
fand Britons. The counts of Anjou, and-of Flanders, encouraged their fubjetts ; 
to engage in the expedition; and even the court of France, tho? it might juitly - 
fear the aggrandizement of fo dangerous a-vaffal, purfued ‘not its interefts on this . 
accafion with fufficient vigor-and refolution. Philip I. the reigning French: mo-.- 
narch, was a minor;.and William, having- communicated his- projeétito the -: 
council, having defired affiftance, and offered to do. homage, in cafe.of his fuc- - 
cefs, for the crown of England; was indeed ordered to lay afide all thoughts of the - 
enterprize ; but. the earl, of Flanders, his. father-in-law, being at the head of the - 
regency, favoured under-hand .his Jevies, and encouraged the, enterprizing no-,. 

- bility to inlift under the ftandard of the duke of Normandy. - | 

Tue Emperor, Henry IV. befides. giving openly all -his vaflals permiffion:to : 
embark in this expedition, which fo much engaged the attention of Europe, pro-. 
mifed his proteétion to the dutchy.of Normandy during the abfence of the prince, 


*. Gul, Pitavenfis, p. 198. t+ Gul. Gemet, lib. 7. cap. 33. 
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tended with as little oppofition and difturbance, as if he had fucceeded by the 
molt undoubted hereditary title. The citizens of London were his zealous par- 
tizans: The bifhops and clergy had adopted his caufe: And all the moft power- 
ful nobility, connected with him by alliance or friendfhip, willingly feconded 
his pretenfions. The title of Edgar Atheling was fcarce ever mentioned: Much 
lefs, the claim of the duke of. Normandy : And Harold, affembling the council, 
received the crown from their hands, without waiting for any regular meeting of 
the ftates, or fubmitting the queftion to their free choice or determination *. If 
there were any malecontents at this refolution, they were obliged to conceal their 
fentiments; and the new prince, taking a general filence for confent, and founding 
his title on the fuppofed fuffrages of the people, which appeared unanimous, was, 
on the day immediately fucceeding Edward’s death, crowned and anointed King, 
by Aldred, archbifhop of York, The whole nation feemed joyfully to {wear al- 
legiance to him. 

Tue firft fymptoms of danger, which the King difcovered, came from abroad, 
and from his own brother, Tofti, who had fubmitted to a voluntary banifhment 
in Flanders. Enraged at the fuccefsful ambition of Harold, to which he himfelf 
had fallen a facrifice, he filled the court of Baldwin with complaints of the in- 
juftice, which he had fuffered : He engaged the intereft of that family againit 
his brother: He endeavoured to form intrigues with fome malecontent nobi- 
lity of England: He fent his emiflaries to Norway, in order to rouze to arms 
the freebooters of that kingdom, and excite their hopes of reaping advantage from 
the unfettled ftate of affairs on the ufurpation of the new King: And that he 
might render the combination more formidable, he made a journey to Nor- 
mandy; im expectation, that the duke, who had married Matilda, another 
daughter of Baldwin, would, in revenge of his own injuries, as well as thofe of 
Totti, fecond, by his councils and forces, the projected invafion of England 7. 

Tue duke of Normandy, when he firft received intelligence of Harold’s in- 
trigues and acceffion, had been moved to the higheft pitch of indignation; but 
that he might give the better colour to his pretenfions, he fent over an embafly 
to England, upbraiding that prince with his breach of faith, and fummoning him 
to refign immediately poffeffion of the kingdom. Harold replied to the Norman 
ambafladors, that the oath with which he was reproached, had been extorted by 


* G, Pid. p. 196. Ypod. Neuf. p. 436. Order. Vitalis, p. 492. M. Weft. p. 221. W. Malm. 


p.93. Ingulf, p. 68. Brompton, p- 957- Knyghton; p. 2339. H. Hunting, p. 210. Many of 
the hiftorians fay, that Harold was regularly elected by the ftates: Some, that Edward left him his 
facceflor by will. + Order. Vitalis, p. 492. 
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the well-grounded fear of violence, and could never, for that reafon, be regarded 
as ory That he had had no commifion, either from the late King or the 
ftates of England, who alone could difpofe of the crown, .to make any tender of 
the fucceffion to the duke of Normandy, and if he, a private perfon, had af- 
fumed fo much authority, and had even vountarily {worn to fupport the duke’s 
pretentfions, the oath was unlawful, and it was his duty to feize the firlt oppor- 
tunity of breaking it: That he had obtained the crown by the unanimous fuf- 
frages of the people; and fhould thow himfelf totally unworthy of their favour, 
didi he not ftrenuoufly maintain thofe national liberties, with which they had en- 
trufted him: And that the duke, if he made any attempt by force of arms, 
fhould experience’ the power of an unitec nation, conducted by a prince, who, 
fenfible of the obligations, impofed on him by his royal dignity, was determined, 
that the fame moment fhould put a period to his life and to his government *. 
Tuts anfwer was no other than Willizm expeéted ; and he had previoufly 
Gxed@his refolution of making an attempt upon England. Confulting only 
his courage, his refentment, and his ambition, he overlooked all the difficul~ 
ties, which mult attend an attack of a great kingdom by fuch inferior force, 
and he faw only the circumftances, which would facilitate his enterprize. . He 
confidered, that England, ever fince the acceffion of Canute, had enjoyed a moft 
profound tranquillity, during a period of near fifty years; and it would require 
time for its foldiers, enervated by long peace, to learn difcipline, and itsgenerals. 
experience. He knew, that it was entirely unprovided of fortified towns, by 
which it could prolong the war; but muft venture its whole fortune in one de- 
cifive action again{t a veteran enemy, who, being once mafter of the field, would 
be in a condition to over-run the kingdom. He faw, that Harold, tho’ be had 
civen proofs of vigor and bravery, had newly mounted a throne, which he had 
acquired by faction, from which he had excluded a very antient royal family, 
and which was likely to totter under him by its own inftability, much more if 
fhaken by any violent external impulfe. And he hoped, that the very circum- 
ftance of his croffing the feas, quitting hisown country, and leaving himfelf no 
hopes of retreat; as it would aftonifh the etemy by the boldnefs of the enterpriz es 


would infpirit his foldiers from defpair, ard rouze them to fuftain the repu 


of the Norman arms. ? 


Tur Normans, as. they had long been diftinguifhed by valour among all the 
European. nations, had at this time attained to the higheft pitch of military 


renown and glory. Befides acquiring by arms fuch a noble territory in Eraiies 


* W. Malm. p- 99. Higden, p. 285. M.Weft.p. 222. Digeft. Angi. incerto audio: G -P..332. 


be fide, 
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‘the Englifh: That if their firft fire and fpirit, which is always moft’ dangerous, Chap. “tit: 
were allowed to languifh for want of action; if they were harrafled with fmall fkir- 
mithes, :ftraitned in provifions, and fatigued with the bad weather and deep roads 
during the winter-feafon, which wa8 zpproaching, they muft fall an eafy and a 
bloodlefs prey to their enemy: That if a general action was delayed, the Englith, 
fenfible of the imminent danger, to which their properties, as well as liberties, 
were expofed from thefe rapacious invaders, would haften from all quarters to his 
affiftance, and would render his army invincible: That at leaft, if he thought it 
neceflary to hazard a battle, he ought not to expofe his own perfon; but referve, 
in cafe of difaftrous accidents, fome refource to the liberty and independance of 
the kingdom: And that having once been fo unfortunate, as to be conftrained to. 
fwear, and that upon the holy reliques, to fupport the pretenfions of the duke of 
Normandy,, it were better that another perfon fhould command the army, whe, 
not being bound by thefe facred ties, might give the foldiers more certain hopes 
of a profperous iffue to the quarrel *, 

Harotp was deaf to all thefe remorftrances ; and being elated with his paft pro- 
fperity, as well as {timulated by his mitive courage, he refolved to give battle in 
perfon; and for that purpofe, he drew near to the Normans, who had removed 
their camp and fleet to Haftings, where they fixed their quarters. . He was fo con- 
fident of fuccefs, that he fent a meflage to the duke, promifing him a fum of 
money, if he would depart. the kingdom without effufion of blood: But his 
offer was rejected with difdain; and William, not to be behind with his enemy 
in vaunting, fent him a mefflage by fome monks, requiring him either to refign. 
the kingdom, or to hold it of him in fealty, or to fubmit their caufe to the arbi- 
tration of the Pope, or to fight him in fingle combat-++. Harold-replied, that 
the God of battles would foon be the arbiter of all their differences f. 

Tue Englifi and Normans now prepared themfelves for this important deci- rath Gacber, 
fion ; but the afpect of things, on the night before the battle, was very different 
in the twocamps. The Englifh fpent the time in riot, and _jollity, and dif- 
order; the Normans in filence and inprayer, and in the functions of their re- 
ligion |}. On the morning, the duke called together the moft confiderable of 
his chieftans, and made them.a fpecch fuitable to the occafion. .He reprefented 
to them, that the event which they and he had long wifhed for, was approach- 
ing 5 and the whole fortune of the war now depended on their fword, and would 


* W.Malm. p. 100. Higden, p. 286. QOrder.-V.tal's, p. soo. Matth. Weft, p. 222. 


+ W. Malm. p. too. Higden, p. 286. | { Higden, p. 286. 
| W. Malm. p. 101. De Gelt, Angl. p. 332. 
Vor L ae! be 
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Chap: III, be decided;in-a fingle a@tion: That never army had greater, motives for exert= 

| ing a vigorous courage, whether they confidered the prize which. won!'d attend: 
their victory, or the inevitable’ deftruction which, muft enfue upon, their difcom=-: 
fiture: That if their martial and-veteran band’ could once. break thofe raw fol- 
diers, who had. rafhly dared to approach them, they conquered a kingdom at one. 
blow, and were juftly intitled to all its pofleffions.as the reward of their profpe- . 
rous valour :: That, on-the contrary, if: they remitted in the leaft their wonted 
prowefs, an enraged enemy. hung upon their rear, the-fea met them:in. their re- 
treat, and an ignominious death was the certain. punifhment of: their. imprudent 
cowardice: That by colleéting fo numerous:and brave a hoft,.he had enfured every. 
human means-of conqueft; and the commanderof the enemy, by: his-criminal con- 
dué&, had given. him juft caufe to hope for the favour of Heaven, in whofe hands: 
alone lay the event of.wars and battles: And that a perjured wfurpers anathematized : 
by. the fovereign pontiff, and.conicious of his. own breach of faith, would be ftruck: 
with terror on their appearance, and would prognofticate to himfelfthat fate which: 
his- multiplied crimes had fo juftly merited *. Ehe duke next divided his army. into « 
three lines: The firft, headed by Montgomery, confitted of archers: and light- 
armed infantry: The fecond, commanded by Martel,. was compofed of ‘his: 
braveit battalions, heavy armed,.and ranged in clofe order : His cavalry, at whofe: 
head he placed himfelf, formed the third line. and wefe fo difpofed, that they: 
ftretched beyond the infantry, and. flanked each:wing of the army +. Heordered: 
the fignal of battle to,found; .and the whole army,. moving at once, and finging: 
the hymn or fong of Roland; the famous peer of Charlemagne fT, advanced, in: 
order and with alacrity, towards the enemy. — 

Harotp had feized the advantage of a rifing ground, and having befides: 
drawn fome trenches to fecure his‘ flanks, he refolved to ftand upon the defenfive, . 
and to avoid all action with the cavalry, in which: he was inferior |. The: 
Kentifh men were placed in the van;.a poft which they had always claimed ag: 
their due: The Londoners :guarded the ftandard: And the King himfelf, ac- 
companied by his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Leofwin, difmounting from: 
horfeback, placed himfelf at the head of his infantry, and expreffed his refolution- 
10 conquer or to perifh in the a€tion§. The firft attack of the Normans was 
defperate, but was received with equal valour by the Englifh; and after a furious 
combat, which remained long undecided, the former, overcome by the difficulty 


* H. Hunt. p. 368. Brompton, p.959. Gul. Pict. p. zor. + Gul. Pi&. p. 201. Order. 
Viral. p. sor. t W. Malm. p,-10o1. Higden, p. 286. Matth. Weft. p. 223. Du Cange’s 
Gloffary in verbo Cansilena Rolandi. x) 

i Gul, Pit. p. 201. Order, Vitalis, p. 501.  § W. Malm. p. tox. 


of 
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-of. the ground, and hard:preffed by the eneniy, began fir ito telax their vigour, 
then to give ground ; and confufion was {preading among the ranks ; when“ Wil- 
liam, who. found himfelf on .the-brink. .of ,deftruction, Haftened, with a, felect 
band, .to the relief of his difmayed. forces *... His prefence reftored the action ; 
the Englifh were obliged to retreat, with lofs.; and thé duke, ordering his fecond 
line to advance, .renewed the attack with frefh forcés and with redoubled courage. 
‘Finding; thatthe. enemy, .aided..by the advantage of ground, and animated by 
the example of their prince, {till made..a vigorous reéfiftance, he tried a ftrata- 
gem, which was very delicate in its management; but which {eemed-advifeable in 
his defperate fituation, when; if he gained not a, decifive victory, he was totally 
undone: He ordered his troops to make a hafty- retreat, and to allure the enemy 
from. their ground, by. the appearance. of; flight. The artifice fucceeded againtt 
thefe unexperienced; troops, who, +héated by the action, and fanguine in their 
hopes, precipitantly followed the Normans into the plain... Walliam gave or- 
ders,. that at once the infantry fhould face about upon their purfuers, and the ca- 
valry make an affault upon their wings, and both of them purfue the advantage, 
which the furprife and terror of the enemy muft give them in that critical and de- 
cifive moment. The Englith were repulfed with great flaughter, and drove back 
to the hill; where being rallied again by the bravery of Harold, they were able, 
notwithftanding their lofs, to maintain the poft and continue the combat. The 
duke tried the fame ftratagem a fecond time with the fame fuccefs; but even 
after this double advantage, he ftill found a great body of the Englifh, whe 
maintaining themfelves in firm array, feemed determined to difpute the victory to 
the laft extremity. He ordered his heavy armed infantry to make the affaule 
upon them; while his archers, placed behind, fhould gall the enemy, who were 
expofed by the fituation of the ground, and who were intent in defending them- 
felves againft the fwords and fpears of the affailants{. By this difpofition he at 
Jaft prevailed : Harold was flain by an arrow, while he was combating with 
ereat bravery at the head of his men {|: His two brothers fhared the fame fate : 
And the Englifh, difcouraged by the fall of thefe princes, gave ground on all 
fides, and were purfued with great flaughter by the victorious Normans. A few 
troops however of the vanquifhed dared ftill to turn upon their purfuers; and 
taking them in deep and miry ground, obtained fome revenge-for the flaughter 
and difhonour of the day §. But the appearance of ‘the duke obliged them to 
* Gul. Pi&. p. 202. Order. Vitalis, p. sot. 


+ W. Malm. p. 101. H. Hunt. p. 368. Higden, p. 286. Brompton, p: 960. Gal. Pict. 
p. 202. M. Paris, p. 3. { Diceto, p. 480. | 

| W. Malm. p. 1o1. H. Hant. p. 369. Ingulf, p. 69. Sim, Dun. p. 195. 

§ Gul, Pid, p. 203. Order? Vitalis; p. sor. - 


a feck 


— 


Chap, RG 





i 
j 
al “ 
sit] “ 
uae 
at 
i 
it 
iW Pt 
| if 
itt At 
Uf 
Rit 
a 
.'s 
if 
Te 
Lf , 
Wl 
; 
aie 
; 
} a 
q 
te ca 
. 
td 
ia ‘ 
bil 
“hes 
ae 
he 
| 
i 
: ; 
" 
AN} 
i Hh 
} 
' 7 
a) 
4) 
+ 
=) 
‘x 
ny 
> 
x 
! = 
‘} 
iif - 
{ - 
Hee 
: 
| 
hil 
if | 
| 
a ; 
ae 
ay 
al 
a 
ial 
ii ‘Bl 
: 
i\ g 
- 


Chap, moe o- 


140- HISTORY or ENGLAND: 


feek thei fafety by flight,..and darknefs faved them from any farther: purfait byr 
the enemy. | 

Txus was gained by. William, duke: of Normandy, the great and--decifive 
victory of Haftings, after a battle which was fought from*morning till funfer * 
and which feemed worthy, by: the-heroic feats of valour difplayed by both armies, . 
and by both commanders, to decide the fate of .a mighty kingdom. ‘William had 
three horfes killed. under him; .and there fell near fifteen thoufand men on the fide 
of the Normans + >: The lofs was ftill more confiderable on that of the vanquifh-.- 
ed; befides. the death. of the King and his-two brothers. The dead Body of. 
Harold was brought to William, and was-generoufly reftored without ranfom to . 
his mother {. ‘Fhe Norman. army left not ‘the field of battle without ‘giving - 


- thanks to heaven, in the moft folemn manner, for their victory: And the-prince,. 


having refrefhed his forces, prepared to.puth to the utmott his advantage againft 
the divided, difmayed,..and difcomfited Englith. 
* Alur. Beverl. p.124. Ypod. Neuf. p. 436. ° | + Gul, Gemet. lib. 7. cap, 36. 
¢°W. Malm..p. t0z. Higden, p. 286. Chron. Abb, St..Petri de Burgo, p. 46, . : 
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HE government of the Germans, and that ofiall the northern nations who Appendix I. 

eftablifhed themfelves on the ruins of Rome,.was always extremely free ; 
and thofe fierce people, accuftomed to indepeadance and enured to arms, were 
more guided by perfuafion than authority, in the fubmiffion which they paid their 
princes: The military-defpotifm, which had taken place in the Roman empire, 
and which,-previoufly to the irruption of thefe conquerors;. had funk the genius 
of ‘men,. and-deftroyed every noble principle of fcience and virtue, was unable to 
refift the vigorous efforts of a free people; and Europe, as from a-new- epoch, 
rekindled her antient fpirit, and fhook off the bafe fervitude to arbitrary will and 
authority, under which it had fo long laboured.. The free conftitutions then elta- 
blithed, however impaired by the encroachments of fucceeding princes, ftill pre- 
ferve an aif of independance and legal-adminiftration, which diftinguifh the Eu- 
ropean nations ;-and if: that part of the globe maintain fentiments of liberty, ho- 
nour, equity,-and valour, fuperior. to the reft of mankind, it owes thefe advan- 
tazes chiefly to the feeds implanted by thofe: generous barbarians. 

Tue Saxons; who fubdued Britain, as they enjoyed great: liberty.in their own pra saxon 
country, obftinately retained that invaluable* pofleffion: in their: new ‘fettlement ; government. 
and they imported into this ifland the fame principles of independance, which 
they had inherited from their anceftors, The chieftains {for fuch they were more 
properly than kings or princes) who commanded thenv in thofe military expedi- 
tions, fill pofleffed a very jimited authority ; and as the Saxons exterminated, 
ather than fubdued, the antient inhabitants, they were indeed tranf{planted. into 
a new territory, bat preferved unaltered ali their civil and military inftitutions. 

The language was pure Saxon; even the names of places, which often remain 
while the tongue entirely changes, were almoft all affixed by the new conque- 


rors ;. the manners and cuftoms were.wholly German ; and the fame picture of a 
fierce 
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fierce and bold liberty, which is drawn by the mafterly pencil of Tacitus, will 
apply to thefe founders of the Englith government. The King, fo far from 
being entitled to an arbitrary power, was only confidered as the firft among the 
citizens ; his authority depended more on his perfonal qualities than on his flations 
he was even fo fat on a level with the other inhabitants, that a flated. price was 
affixed to his head, and a legal. fine was levied from his murderer; which, tho 
proportioned to his ftation, and fuperior to that paid for the life of a fubject, was 
a fenfible mark of his fubordination to the community, De 


Succeffion of IT is eafy to imagine, that an independant people, fo little reftrained by laws, 


the kings. 


and cultivated by fcience, would not be very {tri in maintaining a regular fuc- 
ceffion of theit princes. Tho’ they paid a great tefpect to the royal family, and 
afcribed to them an undifputed fuperiority, they either had no rule, or none that 
was fteadily obferved in filling the vacant throne; and prefent convenience Mm 
that emergency was more attended to than general principles. We are not how=- 
ever to fuppofe, that the crown was confidered as altogether elective; and that a 
regular plan was traced by the conftitution for fupplying, by the fufirages of the 
people, every vacancy made: by the deceafe of the firlt magiitrate, lf any King 
on his death left a fon: of an age and capacity -fit-for government, the young 
prince naturally ftepped>into'the throne: If he was a minor, his uncle, or the 


next prince of the blood, -was promoted to the government, and left the. fceptre 


to his pofterity.: Any fovereign, by taking previous meafures with the leading mens 
had it greatly in his powerto appoint his fucceffor: All thefe changes, and indeed 
the ordinary adminiftration of government, required:the exprefs-concurrence, or 
at leaft the tacit confent of the people ; but. prefent poffeffion, however obtained 
went far towards procuring; their obedience, andthe idea of any right which, was 
once excluded, was but feeble and imperfect. This is fo much the cafe in al! barba- 
rous monarchies, and occurs fo often-in the hiftory of the-Anglo-Saxons,, that we — 
cannot confiftently:entertain any other notion of their government.. The idea of 
an hereditary fucceffion in authority is fo natural to men, and is fo much fortified 
by the ufual rule in tranfmitting private poffeffions; that it muft retain a great in- 
fluence on every fociety, who do not exclude it by the refinements of a republican 
conftitution, But as there is a fenfible difference between government and private 
poffeffions, and every one is not equally qualified-for exercifing'the one as for en- 
joying the other, a people, who are not fenfible of the general advantages attending, 
a fixed rule, are apt to make greatileaps in the fucceffion, and frequently to pafs over 
the perfon, who, had. he: poffeffed the requifite years and abilities, would have: 
been thought entitled to the authority. Thus, thefe monarchies are not, f{trictly, 
‘fpeaking, either elective.or hereditary ; and:tho’ the deftination of a» prince may 

-often. 
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often.be followed in appointing his fucceffor, they can as little be regarded-as wholly Appendix 
teftamentary. The fuffrages of the ftates may fometimes.eftablifh a fovereign 3 
but they more frequently recognize him whom they find eftablifhed:, A few great 
men take. the. lead ; the people, overawed and influenced, acquiefce in the.go- 
vernment ;.and'the reigning prince, provided he be of the royal family, pafies 
undifputably. for the legal foveicign. | 

Iris confefied, that our knowledge of the Anglo-Saxon hiftory and antiquities The Wittena- 
is too imperfect to afford us means of determining: with cettainty all the preroga- gemot. 
tives of the crown and:privileges of the people;: or of giving an exact. delineation 
of that government: » It'is probablevalfo,: that the-conftitution might be fomewhat 
different in the different. nations of the Heptarchy, and that it changed confide- 
rably during the: courfe: of fix centuries,. which elapfed from the firft invafion of 
the Saxons-till the Norman conquef *. But moft of thefe differences and changes, 
with their caufes and» effects; are: unknown to us : It only appears, that, at all 
times, and in all the kingdoms, there-was a national council, called a Wittenages. 
mot or aflembly of the-wife:men, (forthat is theimport of the term) whofe confent 
was. requifite for theenacting laws, and for ratifying the chief aéts of public ad- 
miniftration. The preambles:o all the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, Alfred, Edward 
the elder, Athelftan,. Edmond, Edgar, Ethelred, and. Edward the Confeffor ; 
even thofe to the:laws of Canute, tho’ a kind of conqueror, put this matter: be- 
yond controverfy, and carry proofs.every:- where: of a«limited.and legal govern- . 
ment. But who were the conftituent:members of this Wittenagemot has not been - 
determined with certainty by antiquarians. Itis agreed, .that the bifhops and ab. 
bots.-+ were: am effential part ; and it-is alfo evident, from the tenor of thefe an- 
tient laws,.that the Wittenagemot enacted ftatutes which regulated the» eccle- 
fiaftical as well as civil government, and that thofe dangerous principles, by which : 
the church is totally fevered from the ftate, were: hitherto unknown to the Anglo~ 
Saxons t. It alfo appears, that the aldermen or. governors of counties, who, 


— * We know of one change, not inconfiderable in the Saxon conftitution: The Saxon anna's, p. 49. 
inform us, that it is the prerogative of the King to name the dukes, earls, alderman and fheriffs of the 
counties, Affer, a contemporary writer, informs us, that Alfred depofed a'l the ignorant aldermen, 
and appointed men of more capacity intheir place: Yet the laws of Edward the Confeflor, § 35. jay 
exprefsly, that the heretoghs.or dukes, and the fheriff:, were chofen by the freeholders in the folkmote, 
a county court, which was affembled once a year, and where all the frec holders {wore allegiance to the 
King. : 

+ Sometimes abbeffes were admitted ; at leaft, they often fign the King’s charters of grants, Spellm... 
Gloff. in verbo Parliamentum. 


t Wilkins paflim. 


after 
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Appendix I. after the Danith times, were often called earls *, were admitted into this council, 
and gave their confent to the-public ftatutes. But befides the prelates and alder- 
men, there is alfo mention of the wites or wife-men, as a diftinét branch of the 
Wittenagemot ; but «who thefe were is not fo clearly afcertained by the laws or 
the hiftory of that period. The matter-would probably be of difficult difcufion, 
yeven were it examined impartially; but as our parties have chofen to divide on 
this head, the queftion has been difputed with the greater acrimony, and the ar- 
guments on both fides have become, on that account, the more captious and de- 
ceitful. “Our monarchical faGtion maintain, that thefe wifes or /apientes were the 
judges or men learned in the law: The popular party affert them to be reprefenta- 
tives of the boroughs, or what we now call the commons. 

Tue expreffions, employed by all the antient hiftorians in mentioning the 
Wittenagemot, ‘feem to contradicét-thelatter fuppofition. The members are al- 
moft always. called the principes, fatrape, optimates, magnates, proceres ; terms 
which feem to fuppofe an ariftocracy, and to exclude the commons. The boroughs 
alfo, from the low ftate of commerce, were:fo fmall and poor, and the inhabi- 
tants lived in fuch dependance on the great men +, that it feems nowife probable 
they would be admitted as apart of the national councils. The commons are 
well known to have shad no fhare in the governments eftablifhed by the Franks, 
Burgundians, ‘and other northern nations. and we may-conclude, that the Saxons, 
who remained longer barbarous and uncivilized than thefe tribes, would never 
think of conferring fuch an extraordinary privilege on trade and induftry. The 
military profeffion alone was honourable among all thofe conquerors : The war- 
fiors fubfifted by their poffeffions in land: They became confiderable by their 
influence over their vaifals, retainers, tenants, and flaves : And it had need of 


* Tt appears from the antient tranflations of the Saxon annals and laws, and from King Alfred’s 
tranflation of Bede, as well as from all the antient hiftorians, that comes in Latin, alderman in Saxon, 
and ear] in Dano-Saxon were quite fynonimous. There is only a clanfe of a law of King -Athelitan’s 
(fee Spelm. Conc. p. 406.) ‘which has ftumbled fome antiquarians, and has made them imagine that 
an earl was fuperior to an alderman. ‘The weregild or the price of an earl’s blood is there fixed at 
15,000 thrimfas, equal to that of an archbifhop ; whereas that of a bifhop and alderman is only 8000 | 
thrimfas. To folve this difficulty we muft -have recourfe to Selden’s conjecture, (fee his Titles. of 
Honour, chap, 5. p. 603, 604.) that the term of earl.was in the age of Athelftan jut. beginning to be 
of ufe in England, and flood at that time for the’atheling or prince of the blood, heir to the crown, 
This he confirms by a law of Canute, § 55. where an atheling and an archbifhop are put upon the fame _ 
footing. In another law of the fame Athe'ftan the weregild of the prince or atheling is faid to be 
45,000 thrimfas, See Wilkins, p. 71. * He is therefore the fame who is called earl in the former law. 


¢+ Brady’s treatife of Englith boronghs, p. 3, 4, 5, &c¢. 
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ftrong proofs to convince us that they would admit any of a rank fo much inferior 
as the burgefies, to fhare with them in the legiflative authority. Tacitus indeed 
afarms, that, among the antient Germans, the confent of all the members of the 
community was required in every important deliberation ; but he fpeaks not of 
reprefentatives ; and this antient practice, mentioned by the Roman hiftorians, 
could only have place in {mall tribes, where every citizen might without incon- 
venience be affembled upon any extraordinary emergency. After principalities 
became more extenfive ; after the differences of property had formed diftinctions 
more important than thofe arifing from perfonal ftrength and valor ; we may con- 
clude, that the national affemblies muft have been more limited in their number, 
and compofed only of the more confiderable citizens. 


Burt tho? we muft exclude the burgeffes or commons from the Saxon Wit- 
tenagemot; there is fome, necelfity for fuppofing, that this affembly confifted of 
other members befide the prelates, abbots, aldermen, and the judges or privy coun- 
cil. For as all thefe, excepting fome of the ecclefiaftics *, were antiently appoint- 
ed by the King, had there been no other legiflative authority, the royal power had 
been in a great meafure defpotic, contrary to the tenor of all the hiftorians, and to 
the practice of all the northern nations. We may, therefore, conclude, that the more 
confiderable proprietors of land were, without any election, conftituent mem- 
bers of the national aflembly ; and there is reafon to think, that forty hydes, or 
about four or five thoufand acres, was the eftate requifite for intitling the poflefior 
to this honourable privilege. There is a paffage of an antient author { from 
which it appears, that a perfon of very noble birth, even one allied to the crown, 
was not efteemed a princeps (the term ufually employed by antient hiftorians when 
the Wittenagemot is mentioned) till he had acquired a fortune of that extent. Nor 
need we imagine, that the public council would become diforderly or confufed 
by admitting fo great a multitude. The landed property of England was pro- 
bably.in few hands during the Saxon times; at leaft, during the latter part of 
that period: And as men had fmall ambition of attending thefe public councils, 
there was no danger of the affembly’s becoming too numerous for the difpatch of 
the little bufinefs, which was brought before them. : 


* There is fome reafon to think, that the bifhops were fometimes chofen by the Wittenagemot, and 
confirmed by the King. Eddius, cap. 2. The abbots in the monafteries of the royal foundation were 
antiently named by the King; tho’ Edgar gave the monks the eleétion, and only refei ved to him- 
felf the ratification. ‘This defination was afterwards frequently violated; and the abbots as well as 
bifhops were af.erwards all appointed by the court; as we learn from Ingulf, a writer contemporary to 
the conquett. 

+ Hitt, Elienfis, cap, 36.40. This pafiage 1s remarked by. Dugdale, 
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and he draws the fame inference from it. 
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Iv is certain, that, whatever we may determine concerning the conftituent 
members of the Wittenagemot, in whom the legiflature refided, the Anglo-Saxon 
government, in the period preceding the Norman conqueft, was become ex- 
tremely ariftocratical : The royal authority was very limited ; the people, even if 
admitted to that aflembly, were of little or no weight or confideration. We 
have hints given us in the hiftorians of the great power and riches of particular 
noblemen: And it could not but happen, after the abolition of the Heptarchy, 
when the King lived at a diftance from the provinces, that thefe great proprietors, 
who refided on their eftates, would much augment their authority over their 
vaffals and retainers, and over all the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. Hence 
the immeafurable power aflumed by ‘Harold, Godwin, Leofric, Siward, Morcar, 
Edwin, Edric, and Alfric, who controlled the authority of the kings, and. ren- 
dered themfelves quite neceflary in the government, The two latter, tho’ deteft- 
ed by the people, on account of their joining a foreign enemy, ftill preferved their 
power and influence; and we may therefore conclude, that their authority was 
founded, not on popularity, but on family rights and poffeffions. There is one 
Athelftan, mentioned in the reign of the king of that name, who is called alder- 
man of all England, and is faid' to be half- ial tho’ the monarch himfelf was. 
a prince of great valour and ability *. And we find, that in the latter Saxon 
times, and in thefe alone, the great offices went from father to fon, and became, 
in a manner, hereditary in the families +. 

Tue circumftances, attending the invafions of the Danes, would alfo ferve 
much to increafe the power of the principal nobility. Thefe freebooters made 
unexpected inroads on all quarters ; and there was a neceffity, that each county 
fhould refift them by its own force, and under the condué& of its own magiftrates, 
and nobility. For the fame reafon, that a general war, managed by the united 
efforts of the whole ftate, commonly increafes the power of the crown; thefe 
private wars and inroads turned to the advantage of the aldermen and nobles, 


Amone that military and turbulent people, fo averfe to commerce and the 
arts, fo little enured to induftry, juftice was commonly very ill executed, and 
great oppreffion and violence feem to have prevailed. Thefe diforders would 
be encreafed by the exorbitant power of the ariftocracy ; and would, in their 


* Aift, Ramef. § 3. p. 387. 

+ Roger Hoveden, giving the reafon why William the Conqueror made Cofpatrie earl of Not- 
thumberiand fays, Nam ex materno fanguine attinebat ad eum honor illius comitatus. Erat enim ex matue 
Algitha, filia Urbredi comitis, See alfo Sim. Dun, p..205. ‘We fee in thofe inftances, the fame ten- 
dency towards rendering offices hereditary, which took place, during a more early period, on the con- 
tinent; and which had already operated its full effeat. 


turn, 
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turn, contribute to increafe it.: Men, not daring to rely on the guardianfhip. of 
the laws, were obliged to devote themfelves to the fervice of fome chieftain, whofe 
orders they followed even to the.difturbance of the government or the injury of 
their fellow citizens, and who-afforded them»in return protection from any infule 
or injuftice by ftrangers. Hence we find, by the extracts which Dr. Brady. has 
given us from Domefday, that almoft all the inhabitants even of buroeughs, had 
placed themfelves in the clienthhip of fome particular nobleman, whofe patronage 
they purchafed by annual payments, and whom they were cbliged to confider 
as their fovereign, more than the King himfelf, or even the legiflature *, A client, 
tho’ a freeman, was fuppofed fo much to belong to his patron, that his murderer 
was obliged by law to pay a fine to the latter, as a compenfation for his lofs; in 
like manner as he paid a fine to bis mafter for the murder of his lave +. Men, 
who were of a more confiderable rank, but.not powerful enough, each to fup- 
port himfelf by his own independant authority, entered into formal confede- 
racies together, and compofed a kind of feparate republic, which rendered itfelf 
formidable to all agereffors. Dr. Hicks has preferved a very curious Saxon 
bond of this kind, which he calls a Sodalitium, and which contains many parti- 
culars, characteriftical of the manners and cuftoms of the times {. The afio- 
ciates are there faid to be all of them gentlemen of Cambridgefhire; and they 
{wear before the holy reliques to obferve their confederacy, and to be faithful to 
each other: They promife to bury any of the aflociates who dies, in whatever 
place he had appointed ; to contribute to his funeral charges, and to attend at his 
interment ; and whoever is wanting to this laft duty, binds himfelf to pay a mea- 
fure of honey... When any of the affociates is in danger, and calls for the affiftance 
of his fellows, they promife, befides flying to his fuccour, to give information to 
the fheriff.; and if he be negligent in protecting the perfon expofed to hazard, 


Append ix J. 


they engage to levy a fine of one pound upon him: If the prefident of the fociety 


himfelf be wanting in this particular, he binds himfelf to pay one pound; unlefs 
he has the reafonable excufe of ficknefs, or of duty to his fuperior. When any 
of the affociates is murdered, they are to exact eight pounds from the murderer ; 
and if he refufes to pay it, they are to profecute him for the fum at their joint 
expence. If any of the affociates, who happens to be poor, kills a man, the 
fociety are to contribute by a certain proportion to pay his fine: A mark a- 
piece, if the fine be 700 hhillings ; lefs, if the perfon killed be a clown or ceorle ; 


* Brady’s Treatife of Boroughs, 3, 4, 5, &c. The cafe was the fame with the freemen in the 
country. See pref. to his hift. p..8, 9, 10, &c. 
+ LL. Edw. Conf, § 8. apud Ingulf, t Differt. Epift. p. 21. 
U 2 the 
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the half of that fum, again, if he be a Welfhman, ° But where any of the affociates 
kills a man wilfully and without provocation, he muft himfelf pay the fine. If 
any of the nai kills a fellow, in a like criminal manner, befides paying the 
ufual fine to the relations of the deceafed, he muft pay eight pounds to the fo- 
ciety, or renounce the benefit of it: In which cafe they bind themielves, under 
the penalty of one pound, never to eat or drink with him, except in the prefence 


of the King, bifhop, or alderman. There are other regulations to protect them- 
felves and their fervants from all injuries, to revenge fais as are committed, and 
to prevent their giving abufive language to each other, and the fine, which they 
engage to pay ae that offence, is a meafure of honey. 

Ir is not to be doubted, but a confederacy of this kind eee have been a great 
fource of friendfhip and attachment, when men lived in perpetual danger from ene- 
mies, robbers, and oppreffors, and received protection chiefly from their perfonal 
valor, and from the affiftance of their friends or patrons. As animofities were then 
more violent, connexions ‘were alfo more intimate, whether voluntary or derived 
from blood: The moft remote degree of propinquity was regarded: An inde- 
lible memory of benefits was preferved ; Severe vengeance was taken of injuries, 
both from a point of honour, and as the beft means of future fecurity: And the 
civil union being weak, many private confederacies were entered into to fupply 
its place, and to procure men that fafety, which the laws and their own innocence 
were not alone able to infure them. 


On the whole, notwithftanding the feeming liberty or rather licentioufnefs of the 
Anglo-Saxons, the great body of the people, in thefe ages, really enjoyed much lefg 
true liberty, than where the execution of the laws is the moft fevere, and where 
fubjeéts are reduced to the ftricteft fubordination and dependance on the civil 
nagiftrate. The reafon is derived from the excefs itfelf of that liberty. Men 
muft guard themfelves at any price againft infults and injuries ; and where they 
receive not protection from the laws and magiftrate, they will feek it by fubmif- 
fion to fuperiors, and by herding in fome inferior confederacy, which ats under 
the direétion of a powerful chieftain. And thus all anarchy is the immediate 
caufe of tyranny, if not over the ftate, at leaft over many of the individuals. 

Tur German Saxons, as the other nations of that continent, were divided into 
three ranks of men, the noble, the free, and the flaves +. This diftinction they — 
brought over with them into Britain. 

Tue nobles were called thanes; and were of two kinds, the King’s thanes and 
leffer thanes, The latter feem to have been dependant on the former; and to 


+ Nithard, hift lib. 4. 
6- have 
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have received lands, for which they paid rent, fervices, or attendance in peace Appendix I, 
and wart. We know of no other titie, which raifed any one to the rank of 
thane, except noble birth and the pofleffion of land.. The former was always 
much regarded by all the German nations even in their moft barbarous ftate ; and 
as the Saxon nobility had few expenfive pleafures to diffipate their fortune, and 
the commons little trade or induftry by which they could accumulate riches, 
thefe two ranks of men, even tho’ they were not feparated by pofitive laws, might 
remain lone diftinct, and the noble families continue many ages in opulence and 
fplendor. There were no middle rank of men, who could mix gradually with 
their fuperiors, and procure to themfelves infenfibly honour and diftinftion. If 
by any extraordinary accident, a mean perfon acquired riches, a circumftance fo 
fingular made him be known and remarked ;. he became the object of envy, as well 
as indignation, to all the nobles ; he would have great difficulty to defend what he 
had acquired ; and he would find it impoffible to protect himfelf from oppreffion, 
except by courting the patronage of fome great chieftain, and paying a large price 
for his fafety. | et 

Tere are two ftatutes among the Saxon laws, which feem calculated to con- 
found thefe different ranks of men; that of Athelftan, by which a merchanr, 
who had made three long fea-voyages on his own account, was intitled to the 
quality of thane +; and that of the fame prince, by which a ceorle or hufbandman, 
who had been able to purchafe five hydes of land, and had a chapel, a kitchen, 
a hall and bell, was raifed to the fame diftinction {. But the opportunities were 
fo few, by which a merchant or ceorle could thus exalt himfelf above his rank, 
that the law could never overcome the reigning prejudices ; the diftinction be- 
tween noble and bafe blood would fill be indelible; and the well-born thanes would 
entertain the higheft contempt for thofe legal and factitious ones. Tho’ we are not 
informed of any of thefe circumftances by antient hiftorians, they are fo much 
founded on the nature of things, that we may admit themas a neceflary and in- 
fallible confequence of the Gtuation of the kingdom during thofe ages. 

Tue cities appear by Domefday-book to have been at the conquett little better 

than villages ||. York itfeli, tho’ it was always the fecond, at leaft the third § 

* ‘Spelm. Feuds and Tenures, p. 40, + Wilkins, p. 71. 

t Selden Titles of Honour, p. 515. Wilkins, -p. 70. 

| Winchefter, being the capital of the Weit-Saxon monarchy, was antiently a confiderable city. 
Gul, Pid. p. 210, 

§ Norwich contained 738 houfes, Exeter, 335, Ipfwich, 538, Northampton, €0, Hertford, 146+ 
Canterbury, 262, Bath, 64, Southampton, 84, Warwick, 113. . See Brady of Boroughs, ps 354.5, 
6, &c. Thefe are the moft confiderable. he mentions. The account of them is extracted from 


Domefday-book. | 
city 
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city in England, and was the capital of a great province, which never was 
thoroughly united with the reft, contained:then but 1418 families *. Malmef- 
bury tells us 7, that the great diftinétion between the Anglo-Saxon nobility. and 
the French or Norman, was that the latter built magnificent and ftately caftles ; 
whereas the former confumed their immenfe fortunes on riot and hofpitality in 
mean houfes. We may thence infer, that the arts in general were much lefs ad- 
vanced in England than in France; a greater number of idle fervants and retainers 
lived about the great families ; and as thefe, even in France, were powerful enough 
to difturb the execution of the laws, we may judge of the authority, acquired by 
the ariftocracy in England, When earl Godwin befieged the Confeffor in Lon- 
don, he fummoned together from all parts his hufcarles, or houfe-ceorles and re-- 
tainers, and obliged his fovereign to accept of the conditions, which he was pleafed 
to impofe upon him. 7 eae 

Tae lower rank of freemen were denominated ceorles. among the Anglo. 
Saxons; and where they were induftrious, they were chiefly employed in huf- 
bandry: Whence a ceorle, and a hufbandman, became in a manner fynonimous 
terms. ‘hey cultivated the farms of the nobility or thanes, for which they paid 
rent; and they feem to have been removeable at pleafure. For there is little men- 
tion of leafes among the Anglo Saxons: The pride of the nobility, together with 
the general ignorance of writing, muft have rendered thefe contracts very rare, 
and gmuft have kept the hufbandmen in a very dependant condition. The rents 
of farms were then-chiefly paid in kind f. 


Bur the moft numerous rank by far in the community feems to have been the 
flaves or villains, who were the property of their lords, and were confequently 
incapable, themfelves, of all property. Dr. Brady affures us, from a furvey 
of Domefday-book }}, that, in all the counties of England, the far greater part . 
of the land was occupied by them, and that the huibandmen, and ftill more the 
focmen, who were tenants, that could not be removed at pleafure, were very 
few in comparifon, This was not the cafe with the German nations, as far as 
we can collect from the account given usby Tacitus. The perpetual wars in the 


™ Brady’s treatife of boroughs, p. 10, There were fix wards, befides the archbifhop’s palace ; and 
five of thefe wards contained the number of families here mentioned, which at the rate of five perfon 
to a family makes about 7000 fouls. The fixth ward was laid watte. 

t P.10z. See alfo.de Geft. Angl, p. 333. 

{ LL. Ine. § 70. Thefe laws fixed the rents for a hide; but it is difficult to conyert it into mo- 
dern meafures. 

|, General preface to his hift, p, 7, 8, 9, &c. 

| heptarchy, 
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heptarchy, and the depredations of the Danes, feem to have been the caufe of this 
great alteration with the Anglo-Saxons, - The prifoners taken in battle, or car- 
ried off in the frequent inroads, were reduced to flavery ; and became, by right 
of war *, entirely at the difpofal of their lords. Great property in the nobles, 
efpecially if joined to an irregular adminiftration of juftice, naturally favours the 
power of the ariftocracy ; but ftill more fo, if the praétice of flavery be admitted, 
and has become very common. The nobility not only poffefs the influence which 
always attend riches, but alfo the power which the laws give them over their 
flaves and villains.. It becomes’ then difficult, and almoft impoffible, for a pri- 
vate man to remain altogether free and independant. 

THERE were two kind of flaves among the Anglo-Saxons ; houfehold flaves, 
after the manner of the antients, and predial or ruftic, after the manner of the 
Germans T. Thefe latter refembled the ferfs, which are at prefent met with in 
Poland, Denmark, and fome placesin Germany. The power of a matter over his 
flaves was not unlimited among the Anglo-Saxons, as it was among their ancef- 
tors. Lf a man beat out his flave’s eye or teeth, the flave recovered his liberty { : 
If he killed him, he paid a fine to the King ; provided the flave died within a 
day after the wound or blow: Otherwife it pafled unpunifhed ||. The felling 
themfelves or children into flavery was always the practice with the German na- 
tions §, and was continued by the Anglo-Saxons -L. 

Tne great lords and abbots among the Anglo-Saxons poffefled a criminal ju- 


rildiction within their territories, and could punifh without appeal any thieves or 
robbers whom they caught there*, - This inftitution muft have hada very con- 


Aprendix f, 


trary effect to that intended, and muft have procured robbers a {ure protection in: 


the lands of fuch noblemen as did not fincerely mean to difcourage thefe irrégu- 
larities. 

Bur tho’ the general ftrain of the Anglo-Saxon government feems to have be- 
come ariftocratical, there were ftill confiderable remains of the antient democracy, 
which were not indeed fufficient to proteét the loweft of the people, without the 
patronage of fome great lord, but might give fecurity, and even fome degree of 
dignity, to the gentry or inferior nobility. The adminifration of juftice, in par- 
ticular, by the courts of the Decennary, the Hundred, and the County, -were 
well calculated to defend general liberty, and to reftrain the exorbitant power. of 
the nobles. In the county-courts of fhiremotes, all the freeholders were affem- 


* LL. Edg. § 14. apud Spellm. Conc. vol. 1. Pp. 471. Tt Spelilm. Glof® in verb, Servis. 
ft LL. Alf. § 20. | LL. ZEN. § v7. §. Facit. de mor, Germ, 
| LL. Ine, $11. LL. Alf. § 12. * Higden, lib. 1. cap. so, <LL. Edw. Conf. §.26. 
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bled twice a-year, and received appeals from the other inferior courts. They 
there decided all caufes, ecclefiaftical as well as civil; and the bifhop, together 
with the alderman or earl, prefided over them *. The affair was determined in 
a fummary manner, without much pleading, formality, or delay, by a majority 
of voices ; and the bifhop and alderman had no further authority than to keep or- 
der among. the freeholders, and interpofe with their opinion +. . Where juftice 
was denied during three feflions by the hundred, and then by the County-court, 
there lay an appeal to the King’s court £; but this was not practifed on flighe 
occafions. ‘The alderman had a third~of the fines levied in thefe courts || ; and 
as moft of the punifhments were then pecuniary, this perquifite formed a confider- 
able part of the profits belonging to his office. The two thirds alfo, which went 
to the King, made no contemptible fhare of the public revenue. Any freeholder 
was fined who abfented himfelf thrice from thefe courts §, 


As the extreme ignorance of the age made deeds and writings very rare, the 
County ot Hundred court was the place where the moft remarkable civil tranfac- 
tions were finifhed, in order to preferve a memorial of them, and prevent all fu- 
ture difputes. Here teftaments were promulgated, flaves manumitted, bargains 
of fale concluded ; and fometimes, for greater fecurity, the moft confiderable of 
thefe deeds were inferted in the blank leaves of the parith bible, which thus became 
a kind of regifter, too facred to be falfified. It was not unufual to add to the 
deed an imprecation on all fuch as fhould be guilty of that crime 4. 

Amone a people, who lived in fo imple a manner as the Anglo-Saxons, the 
judicial power is always of greater importance than the legiflative, There were 
few or no taxes impoted by the ftates: There were few ftatutes enacted; and the 
nation was lefs governed by laws, than by cuftoms, which admitted a great la- 
titude of interpretation. ‘Tho’ it fhould, therefore, be allowed, that the Wit- 
tenagemot was altogether compofed of the principal nobility, the county-courts, 
where all the freeholders were admitted, and which regulated all the daily occur- 
rences of life, formed a very wide bafis for the government, and were no con- 
temptible check on the ariftocracy. But there is another power {till more im- 
portant than either the judicial or legiflative; that is the power of injuring or 
ferving by immediate force and violence, for which it is difficult to obtain redrefs 
in courts of juftice.. In all extenfive governments, where the execution of the 


laws is feeble, this power naturally falls. into the hands of the principal nobility ; 


* LL. Edg.§ §. Wilkins, p. 78. LL. Canut. §17. Wilkins, p. 136. . 

+ Hickes Differt. Epift. p. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. { LL. Edg. § 2, Wilkins, p. 77. BL. 
Canut. § 18, apud Wilkins, p. 136. | LL. Edw. Conf. § 31, § LL. AEthelft. § 20. 

4+ Hickes Differt. Epift. i | 


and 
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and the decree of it which prevails, carinot be determined fo much by the public Appendix I. 
ftatutes, as by {mall ftrokes of hiftory, by particular cuftoms, atid fometimes by 

the reaf6n and nature of things. Thehighlands of Scotland have been long en- 

titled by law to every privilege of Britith fubjects; but it was not till very lately 

that the common people could in fact enjoy thefe privileges. 


Tre powers of all the members of the Anglo-Saxon government: are difputed 
among hiftorians and antiquarians ; and the extreme oofcurity of the fubject, even 
tho’ faétion -had never entered into the queftion, would naturally have begot thofé 
controverfies. But the great influence of the lords over their flaves and tenants, 
the clientfhip of the burghers, the total want of a middling rank of men, the total 
want alfo of lawyers who did not then form a feparate profeffion, the extent of 
the monarchy, the loofe execution of the laws, the continued diforders and con- 
vulfions of the ftate; all thefe circumftances evince, that the Anglo-Sax>n go- 
vernment became at laft extremely ariftocratical and the events, during the pe 
riod immediately preceding the conqueft, confirm this inference or conjecture. 

Bota the punifhments inflicted‘on crimes” by the Anglo-Saxon courts of judi- 
cature, and the methods of proof employed in ail cdtites, appear fomewhat fin- 
gular, and are very_different from thofe which prevail at prefent among all Civi- 
Jized nations, . 


Crimina! law. 


We muft conceive, that. the. antient Germans were very little removed from 
the original ftate of nature: The focial confederacy among them was more mar- 
tial than civil; They had chiefly in view the means of attack or defence againft 
public enemies, not thofe of protection againft their fellow-citizens: Their pof- 
fefions were fo flender and fo equal, that they were not expoled to great danger ; 
and the natural bravery of the people made every man truft to himfelf-and to his 
particular friends for his defence or vengeance. This defect in the political union 
drew much. clofer the knot of particular confederacies : An infult upon any man 
was regarded by all his relations and aflociates as a common injury: They were 
‘bound, by honour.as well as by a fenfe of general intcreft, to revenge his death, 
or any violence which he had fuffered: ‘They retaliated on the agereffor by like 
violences; and tf he was protected, as was natural and ufual, by his own clan, 
the quarrel was fpread ftill wider, and bred endlefs diforders in the nation, 


lie Frifians,a tribe of the Germans, had never advanced beyond this wild 
and imperfect ftare of fociety ; and’ the right of private revenge ftill remained 
among them unlimited and uncontrouled*, But the other German nations, in 
the age of Tacitus, had made onc ftep farther towards completing the political or 


aad © | Eri tit. 2. apud Landenbrog. p. 40! 
Vou. I. | Xx civil 
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civil union. | Tho’ it ftill continued to be an indifpenfible point of. honour for 
every clan.to revenge the death or injury of their fellow, the magiftrate had ac- 
quired a right of interpoGing 1n the quarrel, and of accommodating the difference, 
He obliged the perfon maimed or injured, and: the relations of one killed, to ac- 
cept of a prefent from the agoreffor and his relations *; as a compenfation for 
the injury +,.and to drop all farther. profecution.of revenge. That the accom- 
modation of one quarrel might not be the fource of more, this prefent was fixed: 
and ¢ertain, according to the rank of the perfon killed or injured,. and was.com- 
monly paid in cattle, the chief. property of thofe rude and uncultivated ‘nations.. 
A prefent of this kind gratified the revenge of the injured’ clan‘ by. the lofs which 
the agorefior fulfered : It. fatished their pride by the fubmiffion which it expref-. 
fed: It diminifhed their regret for the lofs or injury of a kinfman by their acquili- 
tion of new property: And thus general peace. was for a moment reftored to 
the fociety {. 

Bur when the German nations had been fettled fome time in the provinces of 
the Roman empire, they made ftill a new ftep towards a more cultivated life, 
and their criminal juftice gradually improved’and refined itfelf. The magiftrate, 
whofe office it was to guard public peace and to fupprefs private animofities, con-. 
ceived himf{elf to be injured by‘every injury done to any ofshis people ; and be- 
fides the compenfation to the perfon who fuffered, or to his clan, he thought 
himfelf entitled to exact a fine, called the Fridwit, as. an atonement’ for’ the- 
breach of peace, and as a reward for the pains which he had taken in accommo- 
dating the quarrel, When this idea, which is: fo natural, was. once fuggelted, 
it was readily received both by magiftrate and people: The numerous fines. 
which were levied, augmented the profits of the King: And the people were fen- 
fible, that he would be more vigilant in interpofing with his good offices, when. 
he reaped fuch immedrate advantage by them; and: that injuries would be Tefs. 
frequent, when, befides compenfation to the perfon injured, they were expofed: 
to this-additional penalty |. 

Tuts fhert abRra@ contains the hiftory of the criminal jurifprudence of the- 
northern nations for feveral.centuries. The ftate of England in this particular, 
during the period of the Anglo-Saxons, may be judged of by, the collzétion of: 


* LL. Athelb. § 23. LL. ALY. §:27- + Called by the Saxons meghota.. 
+ Tacit. demor. Germ. The author fays, that the price of the compofition. was. fixed ;. which: 
mutt have been by the laws and the interpofition of the. magiftrate. 
| Befides paying money to the relations of the deceafed and to the King, the murderer was alfo 
obliged'to pay the mafter-of a flave or vaflal a fum as.a compenfation. for his lofs. This was called the 
mantote. See Spell. Gloff. in verb. Fredam, Manbet, | 
| antient. 
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gntient'laws, publifhed by Lambard and Wilkins. The chief purport of -thefe Appendix 1. 
Jaws is not to prevent or fupprefs entirely private quarrels, which the legiflators 
knew to be impoffible, but only to regulate and moderate them. The laws of 
Alfred enjoin, that if any one knows, that his enemy or aggrefior, after doing 
him an injury, refolves to keep. within his own houle and his own lands * he 
fhall not fight him, till he require compenfation for the injury. If he be flrong 
enough to befiege him in his houfe, he may do it for feven days without attack- 
ing him; and if the aporeffor is willing, during that time, to furrender himfelf£ 
and his arms, his adverfary may detain him thirty days, but is afterwards obliged 
to reftore him fafe to his kindred, avd-be contented wiih the compenfation. If the 
criminal fly to the temple, that fanétuary muft not be violated. Where the af- 
failant has not force fufficient to befiege the criminal in his houfe, he muft apply to 
the alderman for affiftance ; and if the alderman refules aid, the afflailant muft have 
recourfe to the King: And he is not allowed to affault the houfe, till after a re- 


fufal of affiftance from this fupreme magiftrate. If any one meets with his.enemy, 
ithin his own lands, he muft, before 


S72 & 


and is ignorant that he was refolved to keep with 
he attacks him, require him to furrender-shimfelf a prifoner, and deliver up his a 
arms; in which cafe he may detain him thirty days: But if he refufes to deliver 
A flave may fight in his maiter’s 










up his arms, it is then lawful to fight him. 
quarrel: A father may fight in his fon’s with any one, except with his mafter +, 

Ir was enacted by King Ina, that no man fhould take revenge of an injury till 
he had firft demanded compenfation, and had been refufed it . 

Kinc Edmond, in the preamble to his laws, mentions the general diffatisfac- 
tion, occafioned by the multiplicity of private feuds and battles; and he efta- 
blifhes feveral expedients to remedy this grievance. He ordains, that if any one 
murders another, ‘he may, with the affiftance of his kindred, pay within a twelve- 
month the fine of his crime; and if they abandon him, he fhall alone fuftain the 
deadly feud or quarrel with the kindred of the murdered perfon: His own kin- 
dred are free from the feud, but on condition that they neithersconverfe with the 
criminal, nor fupply him with meat or otber neccffaries: If any of them, after re- 
nouncing him, receive him into their houfe, or give him-affifiance, they are finable 
to the King, and are involved in the feud. Ifthe kindred of the murdered per- 
fon take revenge of any but the criminal himfelf, after be 5 abandoned by bis kin- 
dred, all their property is forfeited, and they are declared to be enemies to the 
King and all his friends ||. It is a‘fo ordained, that the fine for murder fhall 
* The addition’ of thefe laft words in Italics appears neceflary from what follows in the fame law. 
4 LL. Alfr. §. 28. Wilkins, p. 43. t LL. Ine, § 9. i LL. Edm § 1. . Wilkins, p. 73, 


x 2 never 
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Appendix I, mever be remitted by the King *s and that no criminal fhall be killed who flies 
to the church, or any of the King’s towns +; and the King himfelf declares, 
that his houfe fhall give no protection to murderers, till they have fatisfied the 
church by their penance, and the kindred of the deceafed by making com penfa= 
tion. ‘There follows the method appointed for tranfacting this compofition |}. 

Tuese attempts of Edmond to contraét and diminith the feuds, were contrary 
to the antient fpirit of the northern barbarians, and were an advance towards 2 
more regular adminiftration of juftice. By the Salic law, any man might, by a 
public declaration, exempt himfelf from his family-quarrels: But then he was 
confidered: by the law as no longer belonging to the family; and he was deprived 
of all right of fucteffion, as a punifhment of his cowardice §. 

Teg price of the King’s head, or his weregild, as it was then. called, was by 
law 30,000 thrimfas, a fpecies of coin whofe value is uncertain. The price of 
the prince’s head was 15,000 thrimfas ; that of a bifhop’s or alderman’s 8000 ; 
a‘fheriff’s 4000 ; a thane’s or clergyman’s 2000; aceorle’s 266. Thefe prices were’ 
fixed by the laws of the Angles. Byathe Mercian law, the price of a ctorle’s head 
was 200 fhillings ; that of a thane’§ fix times as much; that ofa King’s fix times. 
more |. By the laws of Kent, the price of the archbifhop’s head was higher than 
that of the King’s *. Such refpeét was then paid to the ecclefiaftics! It muft 
be underftood, that where a perfon was unable to pay the fine,. he was put out of 
the protection of law, and the kindred of the deceafed had liberty to punifh him 

as they thought proper. 

SomE antiquarians + have thoucht, that thefe compenfations were only given 
for man-flaughter, not for wilful murder: But no fuch diftinétion appears in the 
laws; and it is contradi&ted by the praétice of all the other barbarous nations ft, 
by that of the antient Germans}, and by that curious’ monument above men- 
tioned of Saxon antiquity, preferved by Hickes. There is indeed a law of Al- 
fred’s, making wilful murder capital §; but this feems only to have been an at- 
tempt of that creat leciflator for eftablifhing a better police in the kingdom, and 
to have remained without execution. ‘By the laws of the fame prince, a con{pi- 
racy again't the life of the King might be redeemed by a fine 1. 


* LLLEdm, § 3. + LL. Edm. § 2, Lb. Edm. § 4. |) LL. Edm. § 7% 

§ Tit. 63, + Wilkins, p. 71, 72, * LL, Elthredi, apnd Wilkins, Pp. 110. 

t Tyrrel Introdu. vol. i. p.126. Carte, vol. i. p>» 366. t Lindenbrogius, pafiim. 

|) Tac. de mor. Germ. 

§ LL. Alf. §12. Wilkins, p. 29. It is probable, that by wilful murder Alfred means a treach- 
erous murder, commitied by one who has no declared feud with another. 

+ LL. 2lf. § 4. Wilkins, Pr250 





A’ BP ES Neg YO Tk Ba? 


Jif 


THE price of all kinds of wounds was likewife fixed by the Saxon Jaws: A 
wound of an inch long under the hair was paid with one fhilling: One of a like 
fize on the face, two fhillings: Thirty fhillings.for the lofs of an ear; and fo 


forth *.. There feems not to have been any difference made, according to the 


dignity of the perfon.. By Ethelbert’s laws, any one who committed adultery 
with his neighbour’s wife was obliged to pay him a fine, and buy him another 
wife +. 

TueEse inftitutions are not peculiar to the antient Germans. They feem to be 
the neceflary progrefs of criminal jurifprudence among every free people, where 
the will of the fovereign is not implicitly obeyed: We find them among the an- 
tient Greeks during the time of the Trojan war. Compofitions for murder are 
mentioned in Neftor’s fpeech to Achilles in the ninth Thad, and are called aasvas, 
The Irifh, who never had any connexions with the German nations, adopted the 
fame practice till very lately; and the price of a man’s head was callei among 
them his evic; as we learn from Sir John Davis. The fame cuftom feems allo 
to have prevailed among the Jews f{. ie | 

Tuerr and robbery were very frequent among the Anglo-Saxons. To impofe 
fome check upon thefe crimes, it was ordained that no man fhould fell or buy 
any thing above twenty pence value, except in open market ||; and every bar- 
gain of fale muft be executed before witneffes §. Gangs of robbers much dif- 
turbed the peace of the country ; and the law determined, that a tribe of banditti, 
confifting of between feven and thirty-five perfons, was to be called a turma, or 
troop: Any greater company was denominated an army |. The punifhments 
for this crime were various, but none of them capital *. If any man could track 
his ftolen cattle into another’s ground, the latter was obliged to fhow the tracks 
out of it, or pay their value +. 

Treason and rebellion, to whatever excefs they were carried, were not then 
capital, but might be redeemed by a fum of money [. The legiflators, know~ 
ing it impoffible to prevent all diforders, only impoied a higher fine on breaches 
of the peace committed in the King’s court, or before an alderman or bifhop. 
An ale-houfe too feems to have been confidered as a privileged place; and any 
quarrels that arofe there were more feverely punifhed than elfewhere ||. 








* LL. 4lfr. § 40. See alfo LL. Ethelb. § 34, &c. + LL. Ethelb. § 32. 

t Exod. cap. 21. 29; 30. || LL. Athel. § 12. 

§ LL. Athelf, § 10,12. LL. Egd: apud Wilkins, p. 80. DLL. Ethe'redi, § 4. apud Wilkins» 
p. 103. Hloth. & Eadm. § 16. LL. Canut. § 22. + LL. Inez, §:12. 


* LL. Ine, § 37. + LL. Athelft. § 2. Wilkins, p. 63. 
f EL. Ethelredi, apud Wilkins, p. 110. LL, ABlIf. §.4. Wilkins, p. 35. 


} LL. Hloth & Eadr. § 12,13. LL, Ethelr. apud Wilkins, p 137% 
Ir 


Aspendix I. 





Appendix I. 


156 HISTOR I Cor, £:5ss BN DP. 


never be remitted by the King *; and that no criminal fhall be killed who flea 
to the church, or any ofthe King’s towns +; and the Kine himflf declares, 
that his houfe fhall give ao protection to murderers, till they have fatisfied the 
church by their penance, and the kindred of the deceafed by making compenfa- 
tionf. There follows the method appoiated for tranfa€ting this compofition jf. 

THESE attempts of Edmond to contract and diminith the feuds, were contrary 
to the antient fpirit of the northern barbarians, and were an advance towards a. 
more regular adminiftration of juftice. By the Salic law, any man might, by a 
public declaration, exempt himfelf from his family-quarrels: But then he was. 
confidered: by the law as no longer belonging tothe family; and he was deprived 
of all right of fucteffion, a3 a punifhment of his cowardice §. 

Tue price of the King’s head, or his weregild, as it was then.called, was by 
law 30,000 thrimfas, a fpecies of coin whofe value is uncertain. The price of 
the prince’s head was 1¢5,coo thrimfas ; that of a bifhop’s or alderman’s 8006 5 
a‘fheriff’s 4000 ; a thane’s or clergyman’s 2000; aceorle’s 266. Thefe prices were’ 
fixed by the laws of the Angles. Bywthe Mercian law, the price of a ctorle’s head 
was 200 fhillings ; that ofa thane’S fix times as much; that ofa King’s fix times. 
more |. By the laws of Kent, the price of the archbifhop’s head was higher than: 
that of the King’s *. Such refpe&t was then paid to the ecclefiaftics! It muft 
be underftood, that where a perfon was unable to pay the fine,. he was put out of 
the protection of law, andthe kindred of the deceafed had liberty to punifh him 


as they thought proper. 


SomE antiquarians + have thought, that thefe compenfations were only given 
for man-flaughter, not for wilful murder: But no fuch diftinétion appears in the 
laws ; and it is contradi€ted by the practice of all the other barbarous nations f, 
by that of the antient Geimans}t, and by that curious’ monument above men-_ 
tioned of Saxon antiquity, preferved by Hickes. Fhere is indeed a law of Al- 
fred’s, making wilful murder capital §; but this feems only to have been an at- 
tempt of that creat legiflator for eftablithing a better police in the kingdom, and 
to have remained without execution. ‘By the laws of the fame prince, a con{pi- 
racy again't the life of the King might be redeemed by a fine 1. 


* LL, Edm, § 3. + IL. Edm. § 2, } LL. Edm. § 4. |) LL. Edm, § 73. 
§ Tit. 63. 4+ Wilkirs, p. 71, 72, * UL, Elthredi, apnd Wilkins, PP. 110. 

t Tyrrel Introda&, vol. i. p. 126. Carte, vol. i. p. 366. t Lindenbrogius, pailim. 
| Tac. de mor. Germ. | 


§ LL. Alf. $12. Wilkins, p29. Itis probable, that by wilful murder Alfred means a treach- 
crous murder, commitied by onewho has no declared feud with another. 
+ LL. Gil. § 4. Wilkins, p, ee 
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THE price of all kinds of wounds was likewife ixed by the Saxon Jaws: A 
wound of an inch long under the hair was paid wrh one fhilling: One of a like 
fize on the face, two fhillings: Thirty fhillings. fr the lofs of an ear; and fo 
forth *.. There feems not to have been any difference made, according to the 
dignity of the perfon.. By Ethelbert’s laws, any one who committed adultery 
with his neighbour’s wife was obliged to pay hima fine, and buy him another 
wife +. 

TueEse inftitutions are not peculiar to the antientGermans. They feem to be 
the neceflary progrefs of criminal jurifprudence among every free people, where 
the will of the fovereign is not implicitly obeyed: We find them among the an- 
tient Greeks during the time of the Trojan war. Compofitions for murder are 
mentioned in Neftor’s fpeech to Achilles in the ninti Thad, and are called avawvas. 
The Irifh, who never had any connexions with theGerman nations, adopted the 
fame practice till very lately; and the price of a man’s head was callei among 
them his eric; as we learn from Sir John Davis. The fame cuftom feems allo 
to have prevailed among the Jews {. tie 

Tuer and robbery were very frequent among tle Anglo-Saxons, To impofe 
fome check upon thefe crimes, it was ordained tiat no man fhould fell or buy 
any thing above twenty pence value, except in oyen market ||; and every bar- 
gain of fale muft be executed before witnefles §. Gangs of robbers much dif- 
turbed the peace of the country ; and the Jaw determined, that a tribe of banditti, 
confifting of between feven and thirty-five perfons, was to be called a turma, or 
troop: Any greater company was denominated an army |. The punifhments 
for this crime were various, but none of them capitil *. If any man could track 
his ftolen cattle into another’s ground, the latter vas obliged to fhow the tracks 
out of it, or pay their value +. 

Treason and rebellion, to whatever excefs they were carried, were not then 


capital, but might be redeemed by a fum of money f. The legiflators, know- 


ing it impoffible to prevent all diforders, only impoled a higher fine on breaches. 
of the peace committed in the King’s court, or before an alderman or bifhop. 
An ale-houfe too feems to have been confidered as a privileged place; and any 
quarrels that arofe there were more feverely punifhel than elfewhere |. 


* LL. 4ilfr. § 40. See alfo LL. Ethelb. § 34, &c. + LL. Ethelb. § 32. 

t Exod. cap. 21. 29, 30. || LL. Athel.. § 42, 

§ LL, Athelft, § 10, 12. LL. Egd. apud Wilkins, p. 80. LL. Ethe'redi, § 4. apud Wilkins» 
p. 103. Hloth, & Eadm. § 16, LL. Canut, § 22. + LL, Ine, § 12. 


* LL. Ine, § 37% + LL. Aithelft. § 2. Wilkits, p. 63. 
t LL. Ethelredi, apud Wilkins, p. 110. LL, Asif. § 4. Wikins, p. 35. 


j LL. Hloth & Eadr. § 12,13. Lb. Ethelr. apud Wilkins, » 117. 
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‘Iz the punifhments of crimes among the Anglo-Saxons appear fingular, the. 
-proofs were no lefs fo; and were alfo the natural refult of the fituation of thefe 
people. Whatever we may imagine concerning the ufual truth and fincerity of 
men, who live in a rude and barbarous ftate, there is much more falfehoaod, and 
even perjury, among them than among civilized nations; and virtue, which is 
nothing but a more enlarged and more cultivated reafon, never flourifhes to any 
degree, nor is founded on fteady principles of honour, except where a good edu- 
cation becomes general; and men are taught the pernicious confequences of vice, 
treachery, and immorality. Even fuperftition, tho” more prevalent among ig- 
norant nations, is bue a poor fupply for the defects of knowlege and education ; 
and our European anceftors, who employed every moment the expedient of 
{wearing on extraordinary croffes and reliques, were lefs honourable in all en- 
eagements than their pofterity, who from experience have omitted thofe ineffec- 
tual fecurities. This general pronenefs to perjury was much increafed by the 
ufual want of difcernment in judges, who could not difcufs an intricate evidence, 
and were obliged to number, not weigh, the teftimony of the witneffes *. Hence 
the ridiculous practice of obliging men to bring compurgators, who as they did 
not pretend to know any thing of the fact, exprefied upon oath that they believed 
the perfon fpoke true ; and thefe compurgators were in fome cafes multiplied to 
the number of three hundred +. The practice alfo of fingle combat -was em- 
ployed by moft nations on the continent as a remedy againft falfe evidence Tf ; 
and tho’ it-was frequently dropt, from the oppofition of the clergy, it:was conti- 
nually revived, from the experience of the falfehood attending the teftimony of 
witnefies ||. It became at laft a fpecies of jurifprudence; and the-cafes were de-' 
termined by law, in which the party might challenge his adverfary, or the wit- 
nefies, or the judge himfelf §: And tho’ thefe. cuftoms were abfurd, they were 
rather an improvement on the methods:of trial, which had formerly been prac- 
tiled among thefe barbarous nations, and-which ftill prevailed among the Anglo- 
Saxons. 
WHEN any controverfy about a fact ‘became ‘too intricate for thefe ignorant 
judges to unravel, they had-recourfe to what they called the judgment of God, 
that is, to.fartune,; and ‘their methods for confulting this oracle were various. 


* Sometimes the laws fixed eafy general rules for the weighing the credibility of witneffes. A man 
whole life was eflimated at 120 fhilliogs counterbalanced fik ceorles, each of whofe lives was only vas 
lued at 2o thillings, and his oath was efeemed equivalent to that of all the fix.. See Wilkins, p- 72s 

t Pref. Nicol ad Wilkins, Ret. { LL. Burgund. cap. 45. LL. Lomb. lib. 2. 
Ait. 55 Cap. 34. | UL. Longob. lib. 2. tit: 55. cap. 23..apud Lindenb. ps 66% 

§ See Desfontaines and Beaumanoir. 
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@nz of: them was the decifion by the cra/s; and it was practifed in this manner. A 
When a perfon was accufed of any crime, he firft cleared himfelf by oath, at- 
tended by eleven compurgators + He next took two pieces of wood, one of which 


ry 
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was marked with the fign of the erofs; and wrapping both up in wool, he placed: 
ehem on the altar, or on fome celebrated relique. After folemn prayers for 
the fuccefs of the experiment, a prieft, or tn his ftead fome unexperienced you’h; 
took up-one of the pieces of wood, and if he happened upon that marked with 
the figure of the crofs, the perfon was pronounced innocent ; if otherwile, 
suilry *. This practice, as it arofe from fuperftition;- was abolifhed by it in 
France... The Emperor, Lewis the Debonnaire, prohibited that method of trial, 
not becaufe:i¢ was uncertain, but left that facred figure, fays he,.of the crofy 
fhould be proftituted in common dilputes and:controverfies ~. 

Tur ordeal was another eftadlifhed method of trial among the Anglo-Saxons. 
It was practifed either by boiling water or red-hot iron. “The water or iron was 
confecrated’ by many prayers, mafles, faftings, and exorcifms +; after which, 
the perfon accufed either took up a ftone funk into the water || toa certain depth, 
or carried the iron a certain diftance ; and his hand being wrapped up, and the co- 
vering fealed for three days, if there appeared on-examining it no marks of burn- 
ing, he was pronounced innocent; if otherwife, guilty §. The trial by cold 
water was different: The perfon was thrown into confecrated water ; if he fwam, 
he was guilty; if he funk, innocent {. It is difficult for us to conceive, how 
any innocent perfon could ever efcape by the one: trial, or any criminal be con- 
victed. by the other. But there was another ulage admirably. calculated for allow- 
ing every criminal to efcape,, who had confidence enough totry it. A confe- 
crated cake,. called a corfned,. was produced 3 which if the perfon could {wallow 
and digeft, he was pronounced innocent Af 

Tur feudal. law, if it-had place at all among the Anglo-Saxons, which is yisieey, 
doubtful, certainly was not extended over all the landed property, and was not at- force. 
tended with thofe confequences of homage, reliefs +, wardfhip, marriage, and 
other burthens,. which were infeparable from it in the kingdoms of the conti- 


+ Du Cange in verb. Croxs 


| LLMnz, § 77; 


* LL. Frifon. tit. 14, apud Lindenbrogium, p. 496. 

t Spellm. in verb, Ordeal. Parker, p..155. Lindenbrog. p. 1299. 

$ Sometimes the: perfon accafed walked barefoct over red-hot iron. 

} Spellm. in verb, Ordealium. 

* Spellm. in verb, Corfned. Parker, p. 156. Text. Roffenf. p. 33. ss 

+: On the death of an alderman, a greater or leffer thane, there was a payment made to the King 
ef his beft arms; and this was called his: heriot: But this wa 
Spellm. of tenures, p. 32 The value.of this heriot was fixed by Canute’s laws, § 69. 
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nent. As the Saxons expelled or deftroyed entirely the antient Britains, they 
planted them{elves in this ifland on the fame footing with their anceftors in Gere 
many, and found no occafion for the feudal inftitutions *, which were calculated 
to maintain a kind of ftanding army, always in readinefs to fupprefs any infur- 
rection of the conquered people. The trouble and expence of defending the 
{tate in England lay equally upon all the land ; and it was ufual for every. five 
hyces to equip a man for the fervice. The trinoda necefitas, as it was called, or 
the burthen of expeditions, of repairing high-ways, and of building and fup- 


porting bridges, was infeparable from landed property, even tho’ it belonged to 


the church or monafteries, unlefs exempted by a particular charter +. The 
ceorles or hufbandmen were provided with arms, and were obliged to take their 


turn in military duty {. There were computed to be 242,600 hydes in Eng- 
Jand || ; and confequently the ordinary military force of the kingdom confifted of 
48,720.men; tho’, no doubt, on extraordinary occafi 
be affembled. The King and nobility feem to have had fome military tenants, 
who were called Sith-cunmen §. And there were probably fome lands annexed 
to the office of alderman, and to fome other offices; but thefe feem not to have 
been of a great extent, and were poflefled only during pleafure, as in the com- 
mencement of the feudal law in other countries of Europe. | 
Tue revenue of the King feems to have confitted chiefly in his demefnes, which 
were large; and in the tolls and impofts which he probably levied: at difcretion 
on the boroughs and fea-ports, that lay within -his demefnes. He could not 
alienate any part of his land, even to religious ufes, without the confent of the 
ftates |. Danegelt was a land-tax of a fhilling a hyde, impofed by the ftates»*, 
either for payment of the fums exacted by the Danes, or for putting the kingdom 
in a pofture of defence againit thefe invaders a 
Tse Saxon pound, as likewife thofe coined fo 
qucft, were three times the weig 


ons, a greater power might 


r fome centuries after the con- 


ht of our prefent money: There were forty-eight 
fhillings in their pound, and five pence in a fhiiline +; 
Saxon fhilling was a fifth larger than ours, 


large |. As to the value of money in 


and confequently 4 
and a Saxon-penny three times as 
thofe times, compared to the neceflarjes of 


* Bradioa de Acqu. rer. comin, lib, 2, can. 26. See more ful 
and Cragius de jure fiud. lib. 1. dieg, 


tT.Spelm. Conc vol, 1. p. 206 
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T Ine § sa. 
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life, there are fome, tho’ not very certain means of computation, A fheep by Appendix I. 
the laws of Athelftan was eftimated art a fhilling ; that is, fifteen-pence of our 
money. The fleece was two-fifths of the value of the whole fheep * ; much 
above its prefent eftimation; of which the reafon probably was, that the Saxons, 
like the antients, were little acquainted with any other cloathing but that made of 
wool. Silk and cotton were quite unknown: Linen was not much ufed. An 
ox was computed at fix times the value of a fheep; acowatfourt+. If we fup- 
pote, that the cattle in that age, from the defects of hufbandry, were not fo large 
as they are at prefent in England, we may compute that money was then near 
ten times of greater value. A horfe was valued at about thirty-fix fhillings, of 
Our money, or thirty Saxon fhillings =; amare a third lefs. A man at three 
pounds |. The board-wages of a child the firft year was eight fhillings, a cow’s 
pafture in fummer, and an ox in winter §. William of Malmefbury mentions it 
as a high price that William Rufus gave fifteen marks for a horfe, or about thirty 
pounds of our prefent money |. Between the years goo and 1000, Ednoth 
bought a hide of Jand for about 118 fhillings*. This was a little more than a 
fhilling an acre, which indeed appears to have been the ufual price, as we may 
learn from other accounts +. A palfrey was fold for twelve fhillings about the 
year 966 {. The value of an ox, in King Ethelred’s time, was between feven and 
eight fhillings ; a cow about fix fhillings |. Gervas of Tilbury, fays, that in Henry 
firft’s time, bread during a day for a hundred men was rated at three fhillings, or 
a fhilling of that age; for it is thought that foon after the conqueft a pound 
fterling was divided into twenty fhillings: A fheep was rated at a fhilling, and fo 
of other things in proportion. In Athelftan’s time a ram was valued ata fhilling, 
or four-pence Saxon §. The tenants of Shireburn were obliged, at their choice, to : 
pay either fix-pence or four hens {. About 1232, the abbot of St. Albans, going 
on a journey, hired feven handfome ftout horfes ; and agreed, if any of them died ; 
on the road to pay the owner 30 fhillings apiece of our prefent money *. It is 
to be remarked, that in all antient times, corn, being a fpecies of manufactory, 
bore always a higher price, compared to cattle, than it does in our times vx 
The Saxon Chronicle tells us {, that. in the reign of Edward the Confeffor there 
was the moft terrible famine ever known ; infomuch that a quarter of wheat rofe 
to fixty-pennies, or about fifteen fhillings of our prefent money. Confequently ir 


* LL. Inez, §69. + Wilkins, p. 66. ~ Walkins, p. 126, 
| Wilkins, p. 126. § LL. Inez, § 38. 4+ P, r21. * Hilt. Ramef. p. ars, 
+ Hift. Elienf. p. 473, t Hift. Elienf. p. 471. || Wilkins, p. 126. | 
§ Wilkins, p. 56, 4+ Monait. Anglic. vol. ii. p. 523. * Marth. Paris. 
¢ Fleetwood, p. 83. 94, 96, 98. 1. T. 487- 

Vou. I. vee § was 





Appendix Tf, 


162 His T OR-Yx20% ENa; kL ALND. 


was as dear as if it now coft feven pounds ten fhillings fterline. This much ex- 
ceeds the creat famine in the end of Queen Elizabeth; when a quarter of wheat 


=D 
sj 


was fold for four pounds, Moncy in this laft period was nearly of the fame value: 
as in our time, Thefe enormous famines are a certain proof of bad hufbandry.. 


On the whole, there are three things to be confidered,. wherever a fum of mo-- 
ney is mentioned in antient times. Firft, the change of denomination, by which 
a pound has been reduced to the third part of its antient weight in filver. Se- 
condly, the change in value by the greater plenty. of money, which has reduced’ 
the fame weight of filver to ten times lefs value, compared to commodities ; and: 
confequently, a pound fterling to the thirtieth part of the antient value. Thirdly,. 
the fewer people and lefs induftry, which were then to be found in every. European: 
kingdom. This circumftance made even the thirtieth part of the fum more dif- 
ficult to levy, and caufed any fum to have more than thirty times more weight 
and influence both abroad and at home, than in our times; in the fame manner 
that a fum, an hundred thoufand pounds for inftance, is at prefent more difficult: 
to levy in a fmall ftate, fuch as Bavaria, and can operate greater effects on fuch: 
a {mall community, than: on England. This laft difference is not eafy to be 
calculated: But allowing, that England has now above five times more induftry,. 
and three times more people than it had at the conquelt and for fome reigns after: 
ir, we are, upon that fuppofition, to conceive, taking all circumftances together, 


every fum of money mentioned by hiftorians, as if it were multiplied more than: 
an hundred-fold above a.fum of the fame denomination at prefent.. 


In the Saxon times, land was divided equally among all the male-children,of' 
the deceafed, according to the cuftom of Gavelkind. Entails. were fometimes: 
practifed in. thofe times*. Lands were chiefly of two.kinds, bockland, or land: 
held by book or charter, which. were regarded as full property, and defcended 
to the heirs of the pofleflor ;. and folkland, or the land held by the ceorles and 


common people, who were removeable at pleafure, and were indeed only tenants: 
during the will of their lords... — 


-{Pue firft attempt, which we find in England tofeparate the ecclefiaftical from: 
the civil jurifdiction, was that law of Edgar, by which all difputes among the 
clergy were ordered to be carried before the bifhop +. The-pennances were then: 
very fevere; but as a man could buy them off by money, or might fubftitute- 
others to perform them, they lay very eafy upon the rich f. 


* LL. AM. § 37. apad Wilkins, p. 43. + Wilkins, p, 83.. 
t Wilkins, “p. 96, 97. Spell. Conc.. p. 473. 
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Wit regard to the manners of the Anglo-Saxons we can fay little, but Appendix I 
that they were in general a rude, uncultivated people, ignorant of letters, un- Manners. 
fkilful in the mechanical arts, untamed to fubmiffion under law and government, 
addicted to intemperance, riot, and diforder. Their beft quality was their mili- 
tary courage, which yet was not fupported by difcipline or condu&, Their want 
of fidelity to the prince, or to any truft repofed in them, appears ftrongly in the 
hiftory of their latter period; and their want of humanity in all their hiftory. 
Even-the Norman hiftorians, notwithftanding the low ftate of the arts in their 
own country, {peak of them as. barbarians, when they mention the invafion made 
upon them by the duke of Normandy. The conqueft put the people in a fitua- 
tion of receiving flowly from abroad the-rudiments of {cience and cultivation, and 
of correcting their rough and licentious manners, 
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WILLIAM the Conqueror. 


Confequences of the battle of Hafiings Submiffion.of the Englifb— 
Settlement of the government King’s return to Normandy-—— Dif- 
contents of the Englifh Their infurrections Rigors of the Nor- 
man government New. infurreétions New rigors of the go- 
vernment Introduction of the feudal law——Innovation in eccle- 
fraftical government——Infurreétion of the Norman barons Di1fpute 
about inveftitures Revolt:of Prince Robert Domefday-book 
The New foreft War with France Death and character of 
William the Conqueror... 


O THING could exceed the confternation, which feized the Englifh, 
when they received intelligence of the unfortunate. battle. of Haftings, the 
death of their King, the flaughter Of their principal nobility, and of their braveft 
warriors, and the rout and difperfion of the remainder. But tho’ the lofs, which . 
they had fuftained in that fatal action, was confiderable, it might eafily have been 
repaired by a great nation; where the people were generally armed, and where 
there refided fo many powerful noblemen in every province, who. could have af= 
fembled their retainers, and have obliged the duke of Normandy to divide his 
army, and probably to wafte it in a multitude of fa€tions and rencounters. It 
was thus, that the kingdom had formerly refifted, for many years, its invaders, 
and had been gradually fubdued, by the continued efforts of the Romans, Saxons, 
and Danes; and equal difficulties might have been apprehended by William in 
this bold and hazardous enterprize. But there were feveral vices in the Anglo- 
Saxon conftitution which rendered it difficult for the Englith to defend their l- 
berties in fo critical an emergency. The people had ina good meafure loft all 
national pride and fpirit, by their recent and Jong fubjection to the Danes; and 
as Canute had, in the courfe of his adminiftration, much abated the rigors of 
conqueft, and had governed them equitably by their own laws, they regarded 
with the lefs terror the ignominy of a foreign yoke, and deemed the inconveniences 
of fubmiffion lefs formidable than thofe of bloodfhed, war, and refiftance. Their 
attachment alfo to the antient royal family had been much weakened by their 
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habitude of fubmiffion to the Danith princes, and by their late election of Harold, 
or their. acquiefcence.in his ufurpation, And as they had long been aceuftomed to 
regard Edgar Atheling, the only heir of the Saxon line, as unfit to govern them 
even in times of order and tranquillity ;. they could entertain fmall hopes of his 
being able to repair fuch great loffes as they. had fuftained, or to refift the vidto- 
rious arms of the duke of Normandy. 


Tuat they might not, however, be altogether wanting to themfelves in this 
extreme neceffity, the Englifh took fome fteps-towards adjufting their disjointed 
government, and uniting themfelves againft the common enemy. The two po- 
tent earls, Edwin and. Morcar, who had fled to London with the remains of the 
broken army, took. the lead on this occafion; and in concert with Strigand, arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, a man poffefied of great authority, and of ample reve- 
nues, proclaimed Edgar King, and endeavoured to put the people in a pofture of 
defence, and.encourage them.to refift the Normans *. But the terror of the late 
defeat, and the near neighbourhood of the invaders, increafed the confufion, in- 
feparable from. great revolutions and every refolution propofed was hafty, fluc- 
tuating,. variable; dilconcerted by fear. or faction; ill planned, and worfe exe- 
cuted. 

WiiiiaM, that. his enernies might‘not have leizure to recover their confter=. 
nation or unite their councils, immediately put himfelf in motion after his vic- 
tory, and refolved to profecute an enterprize,, which nothing but celerity and 
vigor could render finally. fuccefsful... His firft attempt was againft Romney, 
whofe inhabitants he feverely punifhed on-account of their cruel treatment of 
fome Norman feamen and foldiers, who had been carried thither by: ftrefs of 
weather or by a miftake in their courfe +: And forefecing that his conqueft: of 
England might. ftill be attended with many difficulties and with much oppofition, 
he thought it neceffary, before he flyould advance farther into the country, to 
make himfelf mafter of Dover, which would both fecure him a retreat in cafe. 
of adverfe fortune, and afford him. a. fafe. landing-place for fuch fupplies as. 
might be requifite for affifting him to.pufh his advantages. The terror, dif- 
fufed by his victory at Haftings,. was fo-great, that the garrifon of. Dover, tho’ 
numerous and well provided of every thing, immediately capitulated; and as 
the Normans, rufhing in to take poffeffion of the town, haftily fet fre to fome 
of the houfes, William, who was defirous to conciliate the minds of the i nelith 


by an appearance of lenity and juftice, made. reparation to the inhabitants. for. 
their lofles f. 


* Gul. Pi@av. p. 2056 Order. Vitalis, p- 502.. Hoveden, p: 449.. Knyghton, pr 2343. . 
+ Gul. Pittay. p. 204, } Ibid, 
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Tar Noriian army, being'much diftrefled with a dyfentery, ‘was obliged to 
remain here for eight days, and the duke, on their recovery, advanced ‘with 
quick marches towards London, and by his approach encreafed the confufions, 
which were already fo prevalent in the Englifh councils. The ecclefiaftics in par- 
ticular, whofe‘influence was ‘great over the people, began to declare in his favour ; 
and as moft of the bifhops and dignified clergymen were even then Frenchmen or 
Normans, the pope’s bull, by which his enterprize ‘was avowed and confecrated, 
was now openly infifted on as ‘a’reafon for “general fubmiffion. The fuperior 


jearning of thefe prelates, by which, during the Confeffor’s reign, they had 


waifed themfelves above the ignorant Saxons, made their opinions be ‘received — 


with implicit faith; anda young prince, like Edgar, whofe perfonal qualities 
were fo méan, was but ill qualified to refilt the impreffion, which they made on 


the minds of the people. A réepulfe, which a body of Liondonerts received from 


five hundréd Norman horfe, renewed the terror of the great defeat at Haftings * ; 
the eafy fubmiffion of all the inhabitants of Kent was an additional difcowrage- 
ment to them; the burning of Southwark before their eyes made them dread a 
like fate of their own city ; and no man/‘any longer entertained thoughts but of 
immediate fafety and of felf-prefervation. Even the earls, Edwin and Morcar, 
in defpair of making effectual refiftance, retired northwards with their troops to 
their own provincest; and the people thenceforth ‘difpofed themfelves unani- 
moufly to yield to the ‘victor. ~ As foon’as William paffed the Thames at Wal- 
lingford, and reached Berkamftead, Stigand, the primate, made fubmiffions to 
him ; and before the prince came within fight of the city, all the chief nobility, 
and Edgar Atheling himfelf, the new elected ‘King, came into his camp, and 
declared their intention of yielding to his authority |. “They réequefted him’ to 
accept of their crown, which they now confidered as° vacant; and declared to 
him, that, as they had always been ruled by regal power, they defired to follow, 
in this particular, the example of their anceftors, and knew of no one more 
worthy than himfelf to hold the reins of government §. 

Tuo’ this was the great objeét, to which the duke’s enterprize tended, he 
feemed to deliberate on the offer; and being defirous, at firft, of preferving 
the appearance ‘of a legal adminiftration, he wifhed to obtain a more exprefs 
and formal confent both of his own army and of the Englifh nation |: But 


* Gul, PiGay. p. 205. . Ord. Vital. p. 503. 

+ Gul. Piétav. p. 205. It is pretended, that the Kentifhmen capitulated for the prefervation of 
their privileges. See Thom. Spott, apud Wilkins Gloff. in verbo Bocland. 

t Hoveden, p. 449. || Hoveden, p. 450.° Flor. Wigorn. »p. 634. 

§ Gul. Pid. p, 205. Ord, Vital. p 503. + Gul. Pittav. p. 205. 
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Aimar of Aquitain, a man equally refpected for his valor in the field, and for his Chap. IV. 
prudence in council, remonftrating with him on the danger of delay in fo critical 

a conjuncture, he laid afide all farther fcruples, and accepted of the crown which 

was proffered to him, Orders were immediately iffued to prepare every thing 

for the ceremony of his coronation; but as he was yet afraid to place entire con- 

fidence in the Londoners, who were numerous and warlike, he meanwhile com- 

manded fortrefles to be ereéted, in order to curb the inhabitants, and to fecure his 

perfon and government *. 


Sr1ganp was not much inthe duke’s favour, both becaufe he had intruded: 
into thé fee on the expulfion of Robert, the Norman, and becaufe he poffeffed 
fuch influence. and authority over the Englifh: + as might be dangerous to a new 
eftablifhed monarch. William, therefore, pretending that the primate had ob- 
tained his pall in an irregular manner from pope Benedict IX, who was himfelf an 
ufurper, refufed to be confecrated by him {, and conferred that honour on Al- 
dred, archbifhop of York. Weftminfter abbey was the place appointed for that 
magnificent ceremony; the moft confiderable of the nobility, both Emglith and 
Norman, attended the duke on this occafion; Aldred in a fhort {peech afked the 
former, whether they agreed to accept of William as their King;. the bifhop 26th Dec.. 
of Conftance put, the fame queftion to the latter ; and both being anfwered with 
acclamations |], Aldred adminiftered to the duke the ufval coronation oath, by 
which he bound himfelf to protect the church, to adminifter juftice, and to re- 
prefs violence ;. and he then anointed him and put the crown upon. his head §. 
There appeared nothing but joy in the countenance of the fpectators : Bat in that 
very moment, there burft forch the ftrongeft fymptoms of the jealoufy and ani- 
mofity which prevailed between the nations, and which continually. encreafed: 
during the reign of: this prince... The Norman foldiers, who were placed without 
in order to guard the church, hearing the fhout withio, fancied that the Englith 
were committing violence on their duke ;: and they immediately affaulted the po- 
pulace, and fet fire to the neighbouring houfes.. The alarm was conveyed to the: 
nobility who furrounded the prince; both Englifh and Normans, full of appre- 
henfions, rufhed out to fecure themfelves from the prefent danger; and it was 
with difficulty, that William himfelf was-able to appeafe the tumult, 


* Gul..Pi@av.-p. 209. + Eadmer, p. 6. 

t Gul, Pittav. p. 206, Ingulf,.p..69. Malmefip..1024:  Hovedeo, p: 450. M..Weft. p.24g. 
Flor. Wig. 635. M.-Paris, p..4. Anglia Sacra, vol. i, p. 248. Alur. Bever. p. 127, 

| Order. Vital. p. 503% 

§° Malmefbury, p..270,4ays, that he alfo promifed.to govern the Normans and Enelith by equal 
laws ;, and this addition to the nfual oath feems not improbable, confidering the circumitincées of the 
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Chap.Iv. THe King, thus pofieffed of the throne by a pretended deftination of King 
1067. Edward, and by an irregular election of the people, but ftill more by force of 
Settlement of arms, retired from London to Berking in Effex; and there received the fubmif- 
the govern ‘ons of all the nobility, who had not attended his coronation, Edric, firnamed 
the Forefter, grand-nephew to that Edric, fo noted for his repeated acts of 
perfidy during the reigns of Ethelred and Edmond ; earl Coxo, a man famous 
for bravery; even Edwin and Morcar, earls of Mercia and Northumberland ; 
with the other principal noblemen of England, came and fwore fealty to him ; 
were received into favour; and were confirmed in the poffleffion of their eftates 
and dignities *. Every thing bore the appearance of peace and tranquillity; and 
William had no other occupation than to give contentment to the foreigners who 
had helped him to the throne, and to his new fubjects, who had fo readily fub- 

‘mitted to him. 

He had got poffeffion of the treafure of Harold, which was confiderable ; and 
being alfo fupplied with rich prefents from the opulent men in all parts of Eng- 
land, who were folicitous to gain the favour of their new fovereign, he diftribu- 
ted great {ums among his troops, and by this liberality gave them hopes of obtain- 
ing at length thofe more durable eftablifhments, which they had expected from 
his enterprize}. The ecclefiaftics, both at home and abroad, had much for- 
warded his fuccefs ; and he failed not, in return, to exprefs his. gratitude and 
devotion in the manner which was moft acceptable to them: He fent Harold’s 
ftandard to the Pope, accompanied with many valuable prefents: All the-confi- 
derable monafteries and churches in France, where prayers had been put up for 
his fuccefs, now tafted of his bounty }: The Englifh monks found him well dif- 
pofed to favour their order; and he built a new convent near Haltings, which 
he called Baitle-abbey, and which, on pretence of fupporting monks to pray for 
his own foul, and that of Harold, ferved as a perpetual memorial of his vitory |. 

He introduced into England that flrict execution of juftice, for which his admi- 
niftration had been fo celebrated in Normandy; and even during this violent re- 
volution, every diforder or oppreffion met with the moft rigorous punifhment §. 
Hlis own army in particular was governed with fevere difcipline ; and notwith- 
ftanding the infolence of victory, care was taken to give as little offence as pof- 
fible to the jealoufy of the vanquifhed . The King appeared folicitous to unite 
in an amicable manner the Normans and the Englifh, by intermarriages and al- — 


* Gul, Piftav. p. 208. Order. Vit. p. 506. + Gul. Pid. p. 206. { Ibid. 
} Gul. Gemet. p. 288, Chron. Sax» p. 189. M. Welt. p. 226. M. Paris, p. g. Diceto, p. 482. 
This convent was freed by him from all epifcopal jurifdiction. Monaft, Ang. tom. 1. p. 311, 312. 
§ Gul, Pid. p. 208. Order. Vital. p. 506. 4 Gal. Pi&. 207. Order. Vital. p. 505, 506. 
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Hances ; and all his new fubjects who approached his perfon were received with 
affability and regard. No figns of fufpicion appeared, not even towards Edgar 
Atheling, the heir of the antient royal family, whom he confirmed in the ho- 
nours of earl of Oxford, conferred on him by Harold, and whom he affeéted to 
treat with the higheft kindnefs, as nephew to the Confeffor, his great friend and 
benefactor *. Tho’ he forfeited the eftates of Harold; and of thofe who had 
fought in the-battle of Haftings on the fide of that prince, whom he reprefented 
as an ufurper, he feemed willing to admit of every plaufible excufe for paft op- 
pofition to his pretenfions +, and received many into favour, who had carried 
arms againft him. He confirmed the liberties and immunities of London and 
the other cities of England; and appeared defirots of replacing every thing on 
antient eltablifhments. In his whole adminiftration, he bore the femblance of 
the lawful prince, not of the Conqueror [; and the Englifh began to flatter 
themfelves, that they had changed, not the form of their government, but only 
the fucceffion of their fovereigns, a matter which gave them fmall concern. And 
the better to reconcile his new fubjects to his authority, he made a progrefs thro’ 
fome parts of England, and befides a fplendid court and majeftic prefence, which 
overawed the people, already ftruck with his military fame, the appearance of 
his clemency and juftice gained the approbation of the wife, who were attentive 


to the firft fteps of their new fovereign |. 

Burt amidtt this confidence and friendfhip, which he expreffed for the Englifh, 
the King took care to place all real power in the hands of his Normans, and ftill 
to keep pofileffion of the fword, to which, he was fenfible, he had owed his ad- 
yancement to fovereign authority. He difarmed the city of London and other 
places, which appeared moft warlike and populous §; and building fortrefles 
and citadels in that capital, as well as in Winchefter, Hereford, and the cities 
beft fituated for commanding the kingdom, he quartered Norman foldiers in all 
of them, and left no where any power able to refift or oppofe him |. He be- 
ftowed the forfeited eftates on the moft powerful of his captains, and eftablifhed 
funds for the payment of his foldiers *. And thus, while his civil adminiftration 
carried the face of a legal magiftrate, his military inftitutions were thofe of a 
mafter and tyrant; at leaft of one, who referved to himfelf, whenever he pleated, 


the power of affuming that character. 
* Gul. Pict. p. 208. + Gul. Pict. p. 207. Order. Vital. p. 505. 
+t Brompton, p. 962. | Gul. Pi&. p. 208. §& Baker, p. 24. 
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Chap. IV. | By this mixture, however, of vigour and lenity, he had fo pacified the minds: 
1007. of the Englifh, that he thought he might fafely revifit his native country, and 
ea See a enjoy the triumph and congratulation of his antients fubjects. He left the admi- 
niftration in the hands of his uterine brother, Odo, bifhop of Baieux, and of 

March. William Fitz Ofbern* ; and that their authority might be expofed to lefs dan- 
gcr, he carried over with him all the moft confiderable nobility of England, who: 
both ferved to grace his court by their prefence and magnificent retinues, ‘and: 
were retained as holtages for the fidelity of the nation. Among thefe, were 
Edgar Atheling, Stigand the- primate, the earls Edwin and Morcar, Waltheof;. 
the fon of the famous and brave earl Siward, with others, eminent for the great- 
nefs of their fortunes and families, or for their ecclefiaftical and civil dignities f.. 
Fe was vifited at the abbey of Fefcamp, where he refided during fome time, by 
Rodulph, uncle to the French King ||, and by. many powerful princes and nebles, 
who, having contributed to his enterprize, were defirous of participating in the 
joy and advantages of its fuccefs. His Englifh:courtiers, willing to ingratiate 
themfelves with their new fovereign, endeavoured to outfhine each other in equi- 
pages and entertainments; and made a difplay of riches, which ftruck the fo» 
reigners with aftonifhment, William of Poiétiers, a Norman hiftorian §, who. 
was prefent, {peaks with admiration of the beauty of their perfons, the fize and 
workmanfhip of their filver plate, the coftlinefs of their embroideries, an art in: 
which the Englifh then excelled; and he expreffes himfelf in fuch terms, as: 
would much exalt our idea of the opulence and cultivation of the people 1. But: 
the’ every thing bore the face of joy and feftivity, and William himfelf treated: 
his new courtiers with great appearance of kindnefs, it was impoffible to prevent 
altogether the infolence of the Normans; and the Englith nobles received fmall 
pleafure from thofe entertainments, where they confidered themfelves as led in 
triumph by their oftentatious conqueror. 

Arrarrs in England took ftill a worfe turn during the abfence of the fovereign. 
Difcontents and complaints multiplied every where ; fecret con{piracies were en- 
tered into againft the government; hoftilities were already begun in many places ; 
and every thieg feemed to: menace a revolution as rapid as that which had placed 


Difcontents of 
the Eoghifh. 


* Flor. Wigorn. p. 635. Sim. Dunelm. p. 197. Alar. Beverl. p. 125. + Order. Vital. Pp. 506. 

t Gul. Pitt. p. 20g. Order, Vital. p. 506. Hoveden, p. 450. Flor. Wigorn. p. 635. Chron. 
Abb. St. Petride Burgo, p. 46. Knyghton, p. 2343. 

| Gal. Pith poz. Order. Vital. p. 506. bs. 21k; 212: 

-+ As the hiftorian chiefly infifts on the filver plate, his panegyrics on the Englifh magnificence 
fhews only how incompetent a judge he was of the matter. Silver was then of ten times the value, 


and was more than twenty times more rare than at prefent ; and confequently, of all {pecies of luxury, 
plate muit have been the rareft. 
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William on the throne. The hiftorian above-mentioned, who is a panegyrift of Chap. 1V. 
his matter, throws the blame entirely on the fickle and mutinous difpofition of the —_1997. | 
Englifh, and highly celebrates the juftice and lenity of Odo’s and Fitz Ofbern’s 
adminiftration *. But other hiftorians, with more probability, impute the caufe 

chiefly to the Normans, who, defpifing a people that had fo eafily fubmitted to 

the yoke, envying their riches, and grudging the reftraints impofed upon their 

own rapine, were defirous of provoking them to a rebellion, by which they hoped 

to acquire new confifcations and forfeitures, and to fatisfy thofe unbounded hopes, 

which they had formed in entering on this enterprize |. 


Ir is evident, that the chief reafon of this alteration in the fentiments of the 
Englifh muft be afcribed to the departure of William, who was alone capable 
of curbing the violence of his captains, and of overawing the mutinies of the 
people. Nothing indeed appears more ftrange, than that this prince, in lefs 
than three months after the conqueft of a great, warlike, and turbulent nation, 
‘fhould abfent himfelf, in order to revifit his own country, which remained in pro- 
found tranquillity, and was not menaced by any of its neighbours; and fhould 
leave fo long his jealous fubjeéts at the mercy of an infolent and licentious army. 
Were we not affured of the folidity of his genius, and the good fenfe difplayed in 
all other circumftances of his conduét, we might afcribe this meafure to a vain 
oftentation, which rendered him impatient to difplay his pomp and magnificence 
among his antient courtiers. It is therefore more natural to. believe, that in fo 
extraordinary a ftep, he was guided by a concealed policy ; and that tho’ he had 
thought proper at firft to allure the people to fubmiffion by the femblance of a 
legal adminiftration, he found, that he could neither fatisfy his rapacious captains 
nor fecure his unftable government without exerting farther the rights of con- 
queft, and feizing the poffeffions of the Englifh. In order to give a pretence for 
this violence, he endeavoured, without difcovering his intention, to provoke and 
allure them into infurreétions, which, he thought, could never prove dangerous, 
while he detained all the principal nobility in Normandy, while a great and vic- 
torious army was quartered in England, and while he himfelf was fo near to 
fupprefs any tumult or rebellion, But as no antient writer has afcribed this 
tyrannical purpofe to William, it fcarce feems allowable, from conjecture alone, 
to throw fuch an imputation upon him. 

Bur whether we are to account for that meafure from the King’s vanity Or Tei, infure 
from his policy, it was the ‘ mmediate caufe of all the calamities which the Englith rections, 
endured during this and the fubfequent reigns, and gave rife to thofe mutual jea- 
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loufies-and animofities between them and the Normans, which were never aps 
peafed, till a long tract. of time had-gradually united the two nations, and had 
made them one people. The inhabitants of Kent, who had firft fubmitted to the 
conqueror, were the firit who attempted to throw off the yoke; and in confe- 
deracy with Euftace, count of Bologne, who had alfo been difgufted by the Nor- 
mans, made an-attempt, tho’ without fuccefs, on the garrifon of Dover*; Edric, 
the Forefter, whofe pofieffions lay on the banks of the Severne,. being provoked 
at the depredations of fome Norman captains in his neighbourhood, formed an 
alliance with Blethyn and Rowallan, two Welfh princes ; and endeavoured, with . 
their affiftance, to repel force by force +. But tho’ thefe open. hoftilities were 
not very confiderable, the difafiection was general among the Englifh, who had’ 
become fenfible, tho’ too late, of their defencelefs condition, and began already - 
to experience thofe infults.and injuries, which a nation muft always expect, that. 
allows itfelf to be. reduced to that defpicable fituation. A fecret confpiracy was. 
entered into to perpetrate in one day a general aflaffination of the Normans, like - 
that which had been formerly executed againft the Danes $; and the quarrel was. 
become fo univerfal and national, that the vaffals of. earl Coxo, having defired : 
him to head them in an infurrection, and finding him.refolute in. maintaining his. 
fidelity to William,. put him to. death as a traitor to his-country j.. 
Tue King, informed. of thefe dangerous. difcontents, haftened over to Eng- - 
land ; .and by his. prefence, and the vigorous.meafures which he purfued, difcon-- 
certed all the fchemes -of .the confpirators. Such of them as had been more open 
in their mutiny betrayed their guilt, by flying or concealing themfelves; and the - 
confifcation of their eftates, while it increafed the number of malecontents, both. 
enabled William to gratify farther the rapacity of his Norman captains, and gave. 
them the profpect.of new forfeitures and. attainders §... The King began to regard | 
all his Englith. fubjects as inveterate and irreclaimable enemies; and thenceforth : 
either embraced, or was more fully.confirmed in his refolution, of feizing their 
poffeffions, and of reducing them tothe moft abje&t flavery. Tho’ the natural . 
violence and feverity of histemper-made, him incapable of feeling any fcruples‘in 
the execution of, this. tyrannical purpofe, he had art enough to conceal his inten-. 
tion, and to preferve ftill fome appearance of juftice in his oppreffions. He or-. 
dered all the: Englifh, who had been arbitrarily expelled by the Normans, du. 


* Gul. Gemet. p. 289. . Order. Vital. p, 508. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 245. 

+ Hoveden, p. 450.. Mv Welt. p. 226. Sim. Dunelm. p. 197. 
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ring his abfence, to be reftored to their eftates *: But at the fame time, he im- Chap. IV. . 
pofed a general tax on the people, that of Danegelt, which had been abolifhed _e 
by: the Confeffor, and which had always been extremely odious to the nation T.. 


As the vigilance of William overawed the malecontents, their infurrections —, 96¢, 
were more the refult of an impatient humour in the people, than of any regular 
confpiracy, which could give them a rational hope of fuccefs againft the eftablifhed 
power of the Normans. The inhabitants of Exeter, inftigated by Githa, mother 
to King Harold, refufed to admit a Norman garrifon, and betaking themfelves to 
arms, were ftrengthened by the acceffion of the neighbouring inhabitants of De- 
vonfhire and: Cornwal [. The King haftened with his forces to chaftife this re- 
volt;.and on his approach, the wifer and more confiderable citizens, fenfible of 
the unequal conteft, perfuaded the people to fubmit, and to.deliver hoftages for 
their obedience.. A fudden mutiny of the populace broke this agreement; and 
William, appearing before the walls, ordered the eyes of one of the hoftages to 
be put out, as an earneft of that feverity, which the rebels muft expect, if they 
perfevered in their revolt ||. The inhabitants were anew feized with terror, and 
furrendering at difcretion, threw themfelves at the King’s feet, and entreated 
for clemency and forgivenefs,. William was not devoid of generofity, when his 
temper was not hardened either by: policy or paffion: He was prevailed on to 
pardon the rebels, and_he fet guards on all the gates, in order to prevent the ra- 
pacity and infolence of his foldiery §. Githa efcaped with her treafures to Flan- 
ders |.. The infurgents of: Cornwal imitated the example of Exeter, and met 
with like treatment: And the King having built a.citadel in that city, which he 
put under the command of Baldwin, fon of earl Gilbert *, returned to Wincheiter, 
and difperfed his army into their quarters. He was here joined by. his wife, 
Matilda, who had -not yet vifited England, and whom he now ordered to be 
crowned by archbifhop Aldred +. Soon after, fhe brought him an acceffion to 
his family, by the birth.of a fourth fon, whom he named Henry {. His three 
elder fons, Robert, .Richard, and William, ftill refided in Normandy. 

Bur tho’ the King appeared thus fortunate both in public and domeftic life, 
the difcontents of his Englifh fubjects augmented daily ; and the injuries, com- 


* Chron. Sax. p.173. This f2& is a full proof, that the Normans had committed great injufftice, 
and were the real. caufe of the infurreétions of the Englifh. 
+ Hoveden, p. 450. Sim. Dunelm. p. 197. Alur. Beverl. p. 127. 
t Order, Vital. p. 510. ||. Ibid. § It 
+ Hoveden, p- 450. Flor. Wigorn. p. 635. * Order. Vital. p. 510. - 
+ Ibid. Hoveden, p. 450. - M,. Welt. p. 226. Flor, Wigorn. p. 635. 
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mitted and fuffered on both fides, rendered the quarrel between them and the Nor- 
mans abfolutely incurable. The infolence of victorious mafters, difperfed through- 
out the kingdom, feemed intolerable to the natives ; and wherever they found the 
Normans, feparate or affembled in {mall bodies, they fecretly fet upon them, and 
gratified their vengeance by the flaughter of their enemies *. But an infurreétion 
in the north drew thither the general attention, and feemed to promife more im- 
portant confequences. Edwin and Morcar appeared at the head of this rebel- 
lion; and thefe potent noblemen, before they took-arms, ftipulated for foreign 
fuccours, from their nephew Blethin, prince of North-Wales, from Malcolm, 
King of Scotland, and from Sweyn, King of Denmark. Befides the general dif- 
content, which had feized all the Englifh ; the two earls were inftigated to this 
‘revolt by private injuries. William, in order to enfure them to his interefts, had, 
on his acceffion, promifed his daughter in marriage to Edwin; but either he had 
never ferioufly intended to perform this engagement, or having changed his plan 
of adminiftration in England from clemency to rigor, he thought it was to little 
purpofe, if he gained one family, while he enraged the whole nation. When 
Edwin, therefore, renewed his application, he gave him an abfolute refufal +; 
and this difappointment, added to fo many other reafons of difguft, induced that 
nobleman and his brother to concur with their enraged countrymen, and to make 
one effort for the recovery of their antient liberties. William’ knew the impor- 
tance of celerity in quelling an infurrection, fupported by fuch powerful leaders, 
and fo agreeable to the wifhes of the people; and having his troops always in 
readinefs, he advanced by great journeys to the north. On his march, he gave 
orders to fortify the caftle of Warwick, of which he left Henry de Beaumont 
governor, and that of Nottingham, which he committed to the cuftody of Wil- 
liam Peverell, another Norman captain ¢. He reached York before the rebels 
were in any condition for refiftance, or were joined by any of the foreign fuccours, 
which they expected, except a fmall reinforcement from Wales {| ; and the two 
earls found no other means of fafety, but having recourfe to the clemency of the 
victor.. Archill, a potent nobleman in thofe parts, imitated their example, and 
delivered his fon as a hoftage of his fidelity §; nor were the people, thus deferted 
by their leaders, able to make any farther refiftance. But the treatment, which 
William gave the chieftains and their followers, was very different. He ob- 
ferved religioufly the terms, which he had granted the former; and allowed 
them, for the prefent, to keep poffeffion of their eftates; but he extended the 
rigors of his confifcations over the latter, and gave away their lands to his foreign 


© M. Welt. p. 225. Order, Vital. p. g11, t Ibid. Ibid, § bid. 
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adventurers, who, being planted thro’ the whole country, and being pofieffed of Chap. IV, 
the military power, left Edwin and Morcar, whom he pretended to {fpare, def- 1068, 
titute of all fupport, and ready to fall, whenever he fhould think proper to com- 

mand their ruin. A peace, which he made with Malcolm, who did him homage 

for Cumberland, feemed, at the fame time, to deprive them of all profpe& of 

foreion affiftance *. 

THe Englifh were now fenfible, that their final deftruction was intended ; and a 
that inftead of a fovereign, whom they had at firft hoped to gain by their fubmif- Norman go- 
fions, they had tamely furrendered themfelves, without refiftance, to a tyrant and Vermmen® 
a conqueror, Tho’ the early confifcation of Harold’s followers might feem ini- 
quitous ; being extended towards men who had never {worn fidelity to the duke 
of Normandy, who were ignorant of his pretenfions, and who only fought in de- 
fence of the government, which they themfelves had eftablifhed in their own 
country: Yet were thefe rigors, however contrary to the antient Saxon laws, 
excufed on account of the urgent neceffities of the prince; and thofe who were 
not involved in the. prefent ruin, hoped that they would thenceforth enjoy without 
moleftation their pofleffions and their dignities. But the fucceffive deftruction of 
fo many other families convinced them, that the King intended to rely entirely 
on the fupport and affections of foreigners; and they forefaw new forfeitures, 
attainders, and violences as the neceffary refult of this deftru€tive plan of admi- 
niftration, They obferved, that no Enghfhman poffeffed his confidence, or was 
intrufted with any command or authority; and that the ftrangers, whom a ri- 
gorous difcipline-could have but ill contained, were encouraged in every at of 
infolence and tyranny againft them. The eafy fubmiffion of the kingdom on its 
firft invafion had expofed the natives to contempt ; the fubfequent proofs of their 
animofity and refentment had made them the object of hatred ; and they were 
now deprived of every expedient, by which they could hope to make themfelves 
either regarded or beloved by their fovereign. Impreffed with the fenfe of this dif- 
mal fituation, many Englifhmen fled into foreign countries, with an intention of 
pafling their lives abroad free from oppreffion, or of returning on a favourable 
Opportunity to affilt their friends in the recovery of their native liberties +.  Ed- 
gar Atheling himfelf, dreading the infidious careffes of William, was perfuaded 
by Cofpatric, a powerful Northumbrian, to efcape with him into Scotland; and 
he carried thither his two fitters, Margaret and Chriftina, They were well re- 
ceived by Malcolm, who foon after efpoufed Margaret, the elder fifter } 5. and 


* Order. Vital. p. gtr. 
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partly with a view of ftrengthening his kingdom by the acceffion of ‘fo many 

ftrangers, partly in ho; 

liam, he gave great countenance to all the Englifh exiles *. Many of them {et- 
and laid the foundations of families, which .afterwards made a figure 


of employing them againft the growing power of Wil- 


, 


kingdom. 

Waite the Englith fuffered under thefe oppreffions, even the foreigners were 
sot much at their eafe, but finding themfelves furrounded -on all hands ‘by en- 
raged efiemies, who took every advantage againft them, and menaced them with 
fill more bloody effects of the public refentment, they began to with again for 
the tranquillity and fecurity of their native country. Hugh de Grentmefnil, and 
Humphrey de Teliol, tho’ entrufted with great commands, defired to be difmif- 
fed the fervice; and fome others imitated their example: A defertion which was 
highly refented by the King, and which he-punifhed by the cenfifcation of all 


‘their poffeffions +. - But William’s bounty to his followers could not fail of 


alluring many new adventurers into his fervice ; and the rage of the vanquifhed 
Englifh ferved only to excite the attention of the King and thefe warlike chief- 
tains, and kept them in readinefs to fupprefs every commencement of domettic 


al 


Ir was not long before they found occupation for their prowefs and military 
conduct. Godwin, Edmond, and Magnus, three fons of Harold, had, imme- 
diately after the defeat at Haftings, fought a retreat in Ireland; and having 
met with a kind reception from Dermot and other princes of that country, they 
projected an invafion of England ¢, and hoped that all the exiles from Denmark, 
Scotland, and Wales, affifted with forces from thefe feveral countries, would at 
once commence hoftilities, and rouze the indignation of the Englith againft their 
haughty conquerors. They landed in Devonthire ; but found Brian, fon of the 
count of Brittany, ready to eppofe them at the head of fome foreign troops; and 
being defeated in feveral actions, they were obliged to retreat to their fhips, and 
to return with great lofs into Ireland]. The efforts of the Normans were now 
direéted to the north, where affairs had fallen into the utmoft confufion. The im- 
patient Northumbrians had attacked Robert de Comyn, who was appointed go- 
vernor of Durham; and gaining the advantage over him from his negligence, 


* Malmef. p. 103. M. ‘Weft. p. 225. -M. Paris, p. 4. 

+ Order. Vital.:p. c12, 
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they put him to death in that city with feven hundred of his followers *. This 
example animated the inhabitants of York, who, rifing in arms, flew Robert 
Fitz-Richard, their governor +; and befieged in the caftle Williani Mallet, on 
whom the command now devolved. A little after, the Danifh troops landed 
from 300 veffels, under the command of Ofberne, brother to King Sweyn, and 
accompanied by Harold and Canute, the two fons of that monarch [. Edgar 
Atheling appeared from Scotland, and brought along with him Cofpatric, Wal- 
theof, Siward, Bearne, Merlefwain, Adelin, and other chieftains ||, who partly 
from the hopes which they gave of Scottifh fuccours, partly from their authority 
in thofe parts, eafily perfuaded the warlike and difcontented Northumbrians to 
join the infurreCtion. Mallet, that he might better provide for the defence of 
the citadel of York, fet fire to fome houfes, which lay contiguous §; but this 
expedient proved the immediate caufe of his deftruction. ‘The flames {fpreading 
into the neighbouring ftreets, reduced the whole city to afhes; and the enraged 
inhabitants, aided by the Danes, took advantage of the confufion to attack the 
caftle, which they carried by affault; and they put the garrifon, amounting to 


the number of 3000, to the fword without mercy |. 

Tuis fuccefs proved a fignal to many other parts of England, and gave the 
people an opportunity of fhowing their malevolence to the Normans. Here- 
ward, a nobleman in Eaft-Anglia, celebrated for valour, afflembled his followers, 
and taking fhelter in the Ifle of Ely, made inroads on all the neighbouring 
country *, The Englifh in the counties of Somerlet and Dorfet rofe in arms, 
and aflaulted Montacute, the Norman governor; while the inhabitants of Corn- 
wal and Devon invefted Exeter, which, from the memory of William’s cle- 
mency, ftill remained faithful to him +. Edric, the Forefter, calling in the 
affiftance of the Welfh, laid fiege to Shrewfbury, and made head againft earl 
Brient and Fitz-Ofberne, who commanded in thofe quarters {. The Englifh, 
every. where, repenting of their former eafy fubmiffion, feemed determined to 
make by concert one great effort for the recovery of their liberty, and for the 


expulfion of their oppreflors. 


* Order. Vital. p. 512. Chron. de Mailr. p. 160. — Hoveden, p. 450. M. Paris, p. 5. Sim. 
Dun. p. 198. ; + Order. Vital. p. 512. 

{ Chron. Sax. p. 174. Order. Vital. p. 513. Hoveden, p. 451. M. Welt. p. 226. 

| Order. Vital. p. 513. Hoveden, p. 451. Flor. Wigorn, p. 635. M. Paris, p. 5. Sim. Dun. 
p- 198. § Ibid. Brompton, p. 966. 

| Order, Vital. p. 513. Hoveden, p. 451. Flor. Wigorn, p. 636. .Brompton, p. 966. 

* Ingulf, p. 71. Chron, Abb. St, Petri de Burgo, p. 47. 

+ Order, Vital. p. 514. ¢ Ibid. 
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Witxram, undifmayed amidft this fcene of confufion, affembled his forces, 
ind animating them with the profpect of new confifcations and forfeitures, he 
narched againft the infurgents.in the north, whom he regarded as the moft for- 
nidable, and whofe defeat, he knew, would ftrike a terror into all the other 
‘ebels. Joining policy to force, he tried, before his approach, to weaken the 
snemy, by detaching the Danes from them ; and he engaged Ofberne, by large 
orefents, and by offering him the liberty of plundering the fea-coaft, to retire 
without committing farther hoftilities into Denmark *. Cofpatric, in defpair of 
(uccefs, imitated the example; and making his fubmiffions to the King, and 
paying a fum of money as an atonement for his infurrection, was received into 
favour, and even invefted with the earldom of Northumberland. Waltheof, who- 
long defended York with great courage, was allured with this appearance of cle- 
mency ; and as William knew how to efteem valour even in an enemy, that 
nobleman had no reafon to repent of this confidence +. Even Edric, compelled 
by neceflity, made his fubmiffions to the Conqueror, and received forgivenefs, 
which was foon after followed by fome degree of truft and favour [. Malcolm, 
coming too late to fupport his confederates, was conftrained to retire; and all 
the Englifh infurgents in other parts, except Hereward, who. ftill kept in his 
faftnefies, difperfed themfelves, and. left the Normans undifputed mafters of the 


kingdom. Edgar Atheling, with his followers, fought again a retreat in Scotland 
from the purfuit of his enemies J. 


Bur the feeming clemency of Wilham dowards the Englith leaders proceeded 
New HE fonly from artifice, or from his efteem of individuals: His heart was hardened 


again{t all compaffion towards the people ; and he fcrupled no meafure, however 
violent or fevere, which feemed requifite to fwpport his plan of tyrannical admi~ 
niftration. Senfible of the reftlefs difpofition of the Northumbrians, he deter- 
mined to incapacitate them ever after from giving him difturbance, and he iffued 


- orders for laying entirely wafte that fertile country, which, for the extent of fixty 


miles, lies between the Humber and the Tees §. The houfes were reduced to 
athes by the mercilefs Normans, the cattle feized and driven away, the inftru- 
ments of hufbandry deftroyed; and the inhabitants compelled either to {eek for a 


* Hoveden, p. 451. Flor. Wig. p. 636. Chron, Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 47. 
Pp. 199. + Malmef. p. 104. H. Hunt. p..369. 

[ Hoveden, p..453, 454. Flor. Wig. p. 636, 637. Sim. Dun. p. 203. 

| Hoveden, p. 452. ! 

§ Chron. Sax. p, 174, Ingulf, p. 7g. ~Malmef. p.103. Hoveden, p. 451. . Chron. ‘Abb, Se, 


Pewi de Burgo, p. 47. M. Paris, p. 5. Sim. Duncp. 199. Brompton, p.966. Knyghton, p.2344. 
Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 702. 
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f{ubfiftance in the fouthern parts of Scotland, or if they lingered in England, from 
a reluctance to abandon their antient habitations, they perifhed miferably in the 
woods from cold and hunger. The lives of an hundred thoufand perfons are com- 
puted to have been facrificed to this ftroke of barbarous policy *, which, by 
feeking a remedy for a temporary evil, thus inflicted a lafting wound on the 
power and populoufnefs of the nation. 


Bur William, finding himfelf entirely mafter of a people, who had given him 
fach fenfible proofs of their impotent rage and animofity, now refolved to proceed 
to extremities againft all the natives of England; and to reduce them to a con- 
dition, in which they fhould. no longer be formidable to his government. The 
infurrections and confpiracies in fo many parts of the kingdom had involved the 
bulk of the Janded proprietors more or lefs, in the guilt of treafon ; and the King 
took advantage of executing again{t them, with the utmoft rigor, the laws of forfei- 
ture and attainder. Their lives indeed were commonly fpared; but their eftates were 
confifcated, and-either annexed to the royal demefnes, or conferred with the molt 
profufe bounty on the Normans and other foreigners--. While the King’s declared 
intention was to deprefs or rather entirely extirpate the Englith gentry ff, it ts 
eafy to believe, that fcarce a form of juftice would be attended to in thefe violent 
proceedings ||; and that any fufpicions ferved as the moft undoubted proofs of 

guilt againft a people thus devoted to deftru€tien. It was crime fufficient in ah 


| 


Englifhman ‘to be opulent or noble or powerful; and the policy of the King, 
concurring with the rapacity of foreign adventurers, produced almoft a total re- 
volution im the landed property of the kingdom. Antient and honourable fa- 


milies were reduced to ‘beggary; the nobles themfelves were every where treated 


with ignominy and contempt; they had the mortification of feeing their caftles 


and manors poffeffed by Normans of the meaneft birth and lowelt ftations §, and 


* Order. Vital. p. 515. + Malmef. p. 104. ¢ H. Hunt. p. 370. 

} There is a paper or record of the family of Sharneborne, which pretends, that that family, which 
was Saxon, was reftored upon proving their innocence, as well as other Saxon families, which were 
in the fame fituation. ‘Tho’ this paper was able to impofe ona fuch great antiquarians as Spellman 
(fee Gloff. in verbo Drenges) and Dugdale, (fee Baron. vol. 1. p. 118.) it is proved by Dr. Brady ‘(fee 
anfw. to Petyt, p. 11, 12) to have been a forgery ; and is allowed for fuch by Tyrrel, tho’ a perti- 
nacious defender of his party notions, (fee his hilt, vo'. fi..intro. p. ga. 73.) Ingulf, p. 70, tells us 
that very early Hereward, tho’ abfent during the time of the conquett, was turned out of all his eftate, 
‘and could net obtain redrefs. William even plundered the monafteries. Fior. Wig. p. 636. Chron. 
‘Abb. St. Petti de Burgo, p. 48: M. Paris, p..5.. Sim. Dun. p. zoo. Diceto, p. 482. Bromptor, 
p- 967. Knyghton, p. 2344. Alur. Bev. p. 130. . We are told by Ingulf, that Ivo de ‘laillebois 
plundered the nionaftery of Croylarid of:a great part of its land; and:no redrefs could be obtained, 
 § Order. Vitalis, p. 521. M. Weft. p. 229. 
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they found themfelves carefully excluded from every road, which led either to 


riches or preferment *. 

As power naturally follows property, this revolution alone gave sreat fecu- 
rity to the foreigners; but William, by the. new inftitutions, which he eftablifhed, 
took alfo care to retain for ever the military authority in thofe hands, which had 
enabled him to fubdue the kingdom. He introduced into England the feudal 
law, which he found eftablifhed in France and Normandy, in which, during 
that age, was the foundation both of the ftability and of the diforders in moft of 
the monarchical governments of Europe. He divided all the Jands of England, 
with very few exceptions, except the royal demefnes, into baronies; and he con- 
ferred thefe, with the refervation of ftated fervices and payments, on the moft 
confiderable of his adventurers. Thefe great barons, who held immediately of 
the crown, fhared out a great part of their lands to other foreigners, who were 
denominated knights or vaffals, and who paid their lord the fame duty and fub- 
miffion in peace and war, which he himfelf owed to his fovereign. The whole 


_ kingdom contained about 700 chief tenants, and 60,215 knights fees 5 and as 


none of the native Englifh were admitted into the firft rank, the few, who retained 
their Janded property, were glad to be received into the fecond, and under the 
protection of fome powerful Norman, to load themfelves and their pofterity with 
this grievous burthen, for eftates which they had received free from their an- 
ceftors {. The fmall mixture of Englifh, which entered into this civil or mili- 
tary fabric, (for it partook of both fpecies) was fo reftrained by fubordination 
under the foreigners, that the Norman dominion feemed now to be fixed on the 
moft durable bafis, and to defy all the efforts of its enemies, 


Tz better to unite the parts of the government, and to bind them into one 
fyftem, which might ferve both for defence againft foreigners, and for the fup- 
port of domeftic tranquillity, William reduced the ecclefiaftical revenues under 
the fame feudal law; and tho’ he had courted the church on his firft invafion and 
acceffion, he now fubjected it to burthens, which the clergy regarded as a grie- 
vous flavery, and as totally unbefitting their profeffion. The bifhops and abbots 


* The obliging all the inhabitants to put out their fires and lights at certain hours, upon the 
founding of a bell, called the courfeu, is reprefented by Polydore Virgil, lib. 9, as a mark of the fer- 
vitude of the Englifh But this was a law of police, which William had previouily eftablifhed in _ 
Normandy. See du Moulin, hift. de Normandie, p, 160. The fame law had piace in Scotland, 
LL. Burgor, cap. 86. 

+ Order. Vital. p. 523. Secretum Abbatis, apud Selden, Titles of Honour, p. 573. - Spellm. 
Gioff. in verbo Feodum. Sir Rob. Cotton. ) | 

tM. Weft. p. 225. M. Paris, p.4, Bratten;.lib..1, cap. 1m num. i Feta, lib, 1. cap. 8. n. 2. 
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were obliged, when required, to furnifh to the King during war:a number of Chap. IV. 
knights or military tenants, proportioned to the extent of property poffeffed by — 
each fee or abbey ; and they were liable, in cafe of failure, to the fame penal- 
ties which were exacted from the laity *. “Fhe Pope and the ecclefiaftics ex- 
claimed againft this tyranny, as they called it; -but the King’s authority was fo 
well eftablifhed over the army, who held every thing from his bounty, that fa- 
perftition itfelf, even in that age, when it was moft prevalent, was conftrained to: 
bend under his fuperior influence. 

Bur as the great body of the clergy were ftill natives, the King had much rea- 
fon to dread the effects of their refentment ; and he therefore ufed the precaution 
of expelling, the Englifh from all the confiderable dignities, and of advancing fo- 
reigners in their place, © The partiality of the Confeffor towards the Normans had 
been fo great, that, aided by their fuperior learning, it had promoted them to many 
of the fees of England; and even before the period of the conqueft, fcarce more 
than fix or feven of the prelates were natives of the country. But among thefe 
was Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury; a man, who, by his addrefs and vi- 
gour, by the greatnefs of his family and alliances, by the extent of his poffeffions, 
‘as well as by the dignity of his office, and his authority over the Englifh, gave 
great jealoufy to the King ft. Tho’ William had, on his acceffion, affronted this 
prelate, by employing the archbifhop of York to officiate at his confecration, he 
was careful, on other occafions, to load him with honours and careffes, and to 
avoid the giving him farther offence, till the opportunity fhould offer of effectuat- 
ing his final deftruction {, The fuppreffion of the late rebellions, and the total fub- 
jection of the Englith, made him hope, that an attempt againft Stigand, however 
violent, would be recovered by his great fucceffes, and be overlooked amidft the 
other important revolutions, which affeéted fo deeply the property and liberty of 
the kingdom. | Yet notwithftanding thefe mighty advantages, he did not think 
it fafe to violate the reverence ufually paid the primate, but under cover of a new 
fuperftition, which he was the great inftrument of introducing into England, 

Tue doétrine which exalted the papacy above all human power, had gradually finovation in 
diffufed itfelf from the city and court of Rome; and was, during this age, much ¢¢clefiattica) 

; : ; : sovernmert, 
more prevalent in the fouthern than in the northern kingdoms of Europe. Pope” 
Alexand.r, who had affifted William in his conqueft of England, reafonably ex- 
peéted, that the French and Normans would import into England the fame re- 
verence for his facred character, with which they were imbued in their own coun- 


* M. Paris, p. 5. Amglia Sacra, vol..i. p: 248. 
+ Parker, p. 101. t Parker, p. 164. Knyghton, p. 2344. 
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try.; and would break the fpiritual, as well as civil independancy of the Saxons, 
who had hitherto concuéted their ecclefiaftical government, with an acknow- 
ledgment indeed of primacy in the fee of Rome, but without much idea: of its . 
title to dominion or autiority. As foon, therefore, as the Norman prince feem- 
ed fully eftablifhed on the throne, the Pope difpatched Ermenfroy, bifhop of 
Sion, as his legate inte England; and this prelate was the firft, who had ever 
appeared with that charaGer in any part of the Britifh iflands. The King, tho’ 
he was probably led by principle to pay this fubmiffion to Rome, determined, 
as is ufual, to employ the incident as a means of ferving his political purpofes, 
and of degrading thoft Englifh prelates, who were become obnoxious to him. 
The legate fubmitted to become the inftrument of his tyranny; and naturally 
thought, that the more violent the exertion of power, the more certainly did it 
confirm the authority o that court from which he derived his commiffion. He 
{ummoned, therefore, 1 council of the prelates and abbots at Winchefter; and 
being affifted by two ardinals, Peter and John, he cited before him Stigand, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, to anfwer for his conduct*. The primate was accu- 
fed of three crimes; the holding the fee of Winchefter together with that of Can- 
terbury; the officiating in the pall of Robert, his predeceffor; and the having 
received his own pall from Benedict LX. who was afterwards depofed for fimony, 
and for intrufion into ihe papacy +. Thefe crimes of Stigand were mere pre- 
tences; fince the firft ad been a practice not unufual in England, and was never 
any where fubjected to 1 higher penalty than. a refignation of one of the fees; the 
fecond was a pure cerenonial; and as Benedict was the only Pope who then of- 
ficiated, and his acts were never refcinded, all the prelates of the church, efpe- 
‘cially thofe who lay ata diftance, were very excufable for making their applica- 
tions to him. Stigand’s ruin, however, was refolved on, and was profecuted 
with great feverity. The legate degraded him from his dignity, and the King 
confifcated his eftate, ind caft him into prifon, where he continued, in great po- 
verty and want, duringthe remainder of his life. Like rigour was exercifed againft 
the other Englifh preiaes: Agelric, bifhop of Selefey, and Agelmare, of Elm- 
ham, were depofed by the legate, and imprifoned by the King}. Many confi- 
derable abbots fhared the fame fate. Egelwin, bifhop of Durham, fled the 
‘kingdom §: Wualftan, of Wercefter, a man of an inoffenfive character, was the 


* Flor. Wigorn. p. 636, + Hoveden, p. 453. Diceto, p. 482. Knyghton, p. 2345. 
Anglia Sacra, vol.i. p. 5,6 ‘Ypod, Neoft. p. 438. 
{ Hoveden, p. 453. M Weft. p. 226. Flor. Wig. p. 636. || Diceto, p. 482. 


§ Hoveden, p. 452. M.Weft. p. 226. M. Paris, p.5. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 249. 
* | 
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onty Englith prelate who efcaped this general profcription*, and remained in 
poffeffion of ‘his dignity. Aldred, archbifhop of York, who had fet the crown 
on William’s head, had died a little before of forrow and vexation, and had left 
his malediétion to that prince, on account of the breach of his coronation-oath, 


and of the extreme tyranny, with which he faw he was determined to treat his. 


Englith fubjects f. | 

Ir was a fixed maxim in this reign, as well as in fome of the fubfequent, that 
no native of the ifland fhould ever be advanced to any dignity,. ecclefiaftical, ci- 
vil, or military {; and the King therefore, upon Stigand’s-depofition, promoted 
T_anfranc, a Milanefe monk, celebrated for his learning and piety, to the vacant 
fee§. This prelate was very rigid in defending the prerogatives of his-ftation ; 
and after a long procefs before the Pope, he obliged Fhomas, a Norman monk, 
who had been appointed to the fee of York,- to acknowledge the primacy of the 
archbifhop of Canterbury |. Where ambition can be fo happy as to cover its 
attempts, even to the: perfon hrmfelf, underthe appearance of principle, it is the 
moft incurable and inflexible of all human paffions.. Hence Lanfranc’s zeal to 
promote the interefts.of the papacy,. by. which he himfelf augmented his own au- 


thority,. was indefatigable * ; and met with proportionable fuccefs. The devoted 


> 
attachment to Rome continually increafed in England ; and being favoured by 
the fentiments of the conquerors, as well.as by the monaftic eftablifhments for- 
merly. introduced hy Edred, and fettled by Edgar, it foon reached the fame 
height, at which,. during fome time, it had:ftood im France and Italy-+. It af- 
terwards went much farther; being favoured by that very remote fituation, which 


had at firft obftruted its progrefs; and being lefs checked by knowledge and a. 


liberal education, which were ftill fomewhat more common in the fouthern coun- 
tries. 


_™ Brompton relates, that Wulftan was-alfo deprived by the fynod but-refufing to deliver his paf- 
toral flaff and ring to any but the perfon from whom he firft received it, he went immediately to King 
Edward’s tomb, and ftuck the ftaff fo deeply into:the ftone, that none but himfelf was able to pall ic 
out: Upon which he was allowed to keep his bifhopric. This inftance may ferve, inftead of many, 
asa {pecimen of the monkifh miracles. See alfo the Annals-of Burton, .p. 284, 


{ Malmef. de geft, Pont. p. 154. |, Ingulf, p. 70,71. 


§ Order. Vital. p.s1g. Hbveden, p. 453. Flor. Wig. p, 636. Sim. Dun, p. 202. Diceto,- 


P. 483, 
+ Chron. Sax. p. r75, 176. Ingulf, p..q2. M. Paris, p.6.. Diceto, p. 484. Brompton, 


P. 979, 971,972. Spel. Conc, vol. ii. p. 5s. * Selden in Fleta, cap. 6. 
+ M. Weft. p. 228. Lanfranc wrote in defence ofthe real prefence againft Berengarius > and in 


thofe ages of ftupidity and ignorance, he was gready applauded for that. performance. 


TRE: 


Chap. IV. 


1070> 





184 HiS TORY, or ENGLAND. 


Tue prevalence of this fuperftitious fpirit became very dangerous to fome of 
William’s fucceffors, and very incommodious to moft of them; but the arbitrary 
power of this King over the Englith, and his extenfive authority over the fo- 
reioners, kept him from feeling any prefent inconveniencies from it. He retain- 
ed the church in great fubjection, as well as his lay fubjects ; and would allow 
none, of whatever character, to difpute his fovereign will and pleafure. He pro- 
hibited his fubjects to acknowledge any one for Pope whom he himfelf had not 
previoufly received : He required, that all the ecclefiaftical canons, voted in any 
fynod, fhould firft be laid before him, and be ratified by his authority ; Even 
bulls or letters from Rome, before they were produced, muft receive the fame 
fanétion: And none of his minifters or barons, whatever offences they were 
guilty of, mult be fubjected to foiritual cenfures, till he himfelf had given his 
confent to their excommunication *, . Thefe regulations were worthy of a fove- 
reign, and kept united the civil and ecclefiaftical powers, which the principles 
introduced by this prince had an immediate tendency to feparate. 


Bur the Englifh had the cruel mortification to find, that their King’s authority, 
however acquired or however extended, was all employed to their oppreffion ; and 
that the fcheme of their fubjeCtion, ‘attended with every circumftance of infult and 
indignity +, was deliberately formed by the prince, and wantonly profecuted by 
his followers t. William had even entertained the difficult project of totally abo- 
jifhing the Englifh language; and, for that purpofe, he ordered, that in all the 
-fchools throughout the kingdom, the youth fhould be inftructed in the French 
tongue, a practice which was continued from cuftom till after the reign of Ed- 
ward III. and was never indeed totally difcontinued in England. The pleadings 
in the fupreme courts of judicature were in French ||: The deeds were often 
drawn in the fame language: The laws were compofed in that idiom §: No 
other tongue was ufed at court: It became the language of all fafhionable focie- 
ties; and the Englifh themfelves, afhamed of their own country, affected to ex- 
cel in that foreign diale&t. From this attention of William, and from the oreat 
foreign dominions, long annexed to the crown of England, proceeded that great 
mixture of French, which is at prefent to be found in the Englifh tongue, and 
which compofes the greateft and beft part of our language. But amidft-thefe en- 
deavours to deprefs the Englifh nation, the King, moved by the remonftrances 
of fome of his prelates, and by the earneft defires of the people, reftored a few 


* Eadmer, p. 6. + Order. Vital.. p..523.. H. Hunt, p. 370. t Ingulf, p. 71. 

| 36 Edw. ILL. cap, 15. . Selden, Spicileg, ad Eadmer, p. 189. Fortefcue de laud. de leg. Angl. 
cap. 48. § Ingulf, p.71, 88. Chron, Rothom. A. D. 1066; | 
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of the laws of King Edward*; which, tho’ feemingly of no great confequence 
towards the protection of general liberty, gave them extreme fatisfaction, as a 
memorial of their antient government, and an unufual mark of complaifance in 
their imperious conquerors f. 


Tue fituation of the two great earls, Morcar and Edwin, became now very 
difagreeable. Tho’ they had retained their allegiance, during the general infur- 
rection of their countrymen, they had not gained the King’s confidence, and they 
found themfelves expofed to the malignity of the courtiers, who envied them on 
account of their opulence and greatnefs, and at the fame time involved them in 
that general contempt which they bore the Englifh. Senfible that they had en- 
titely loft their dignity, and could not even hope to remain long in fafety; they 
determined, tho’ too late, to run the fame hazard with their countrymen t; and 
while Edwin retired to his eftate in the north, with a view of commencing an in- 
{urrection, Morcar took fhelter in the Ife of Ely with the brave Hereward, who, 
-fecured by the inacceffible fituation of that place, ftill defended himfelf againft 
the Normans||. But this attempt ferved only to accelerate the ruin of the few 
Englifh, who had hitherto been able to preferve their rank or fortune during the 
paft convulfions, William employed all his endeavours to fubdue the Ifle of Ely ; 
and having furrounded it with flat-bottomed boats, and made a caufeway thro’ 
the morafles for the extent of two miles, he obliged the rebels to furrender at 
difcretion §. Hereward alone forced his way, fword in hand, thro’ the enemy ; 
and ftill continued. his hoftilities by fea againft the Normans, ull at laft Wil- 
liam, charmed with his bravery, received him into favour, and reftored him 
to his eftate. Ear] Morcar, and Egelwin, bifhop of Durham, who had joined 
the malecontents; were thrown into prifon, and the latter foon after died in con- 


* Ingulf, p. 88. Brompton, p. 98z. Knyghton, p. 2355. “Hoveden, p. 600. 
+ What thefe laws were of Edward the Confeffor, which the Engl:th, every reign during a cen- 
tury and a half, defired fo paflionately to have reftored, is much difputed by antiquarians, and our ig- 


morance of them feems one of the greateft defeis in the antient Englifh hiftory. The collection of 


laws in Wilkins, which pafs under the name of Edward, are plainly a pofterior and an ignorant com- 
pilation. Tuhofe to be found in Ingulf are genuine ; but fo imperfe&t, and contain fo few claufes fa- 
vourable to the fabje&t, that we fee no great reafon for contending for them fo vehemently, It is 
probable, that the Englith meant the common /aw, as it prevailed during the reign of Edward ; which 
ave may conjeéture to have been more indulgent to liberty than the Norman inftitutions. The moft 
material articles of it were comprehended in Magna Charta. 

{~ Sim. Dun. p. 203. Brompton, p. 969. Knyghton, p. 2347. 

| Hoveden, p. 454. Alur. Beverl. p. 131. 

§ Chron. Sax. p..181. Hoveden, p. 454. M. Welt. p. 227. Flor. Wig. p. 637.. M. Paris, 
p.5. Sim. Dun, p. 203. Alur. Beverl. p. 131. 
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Frement*. Edwin, attempting to make his efcape into Scotland, was betrayed 
by fome of his followers; and was killed by a party of Normans, to the great 
affliction of the Englifh, and even to that of William, who paid a tribute of ge- 
nerous tears to the memory of this gallant and beautiful youth +.» The King of 
Scotland, in hopes of profiting by. thefe convulfions, had fallen upon the north- 
ern counties; but on the approach of William, he retired ; and. when the King 
entered his country, he was glad to make peace, and to pay the ufual homage to 
the Englifth crownf. To complete the King’s profperity, Edgar Atheling him- 
felf, defpairing of fuccefs, and weary of a fugitive lite, fubmitted to his enemy 5 
and receiving a handfome allowance, was permitted to live in England unmo- 
lefted |. But thefe aéts of generofity towards the leaders were difgraced, as ufual, 
by William’s rigour againft the inferior malecontents. Fle ordered the hands to 
be lopt off, and the eyes to be put out, of many of the prifoners, whom he had 
taken in the Ifle of Ely; and he fent them in that miferable condition thro’ the 
country, as monuments of his feverity §. | 


s 


Tux province of Maine in France had, by the will of Herbert, the laft count, 
fallen under the dominion of William fome years before his conqueft of Eng- 
land; but the inhabitants, diffatisfied with the Norman government, and infti- 
gated by Fulk, count of Anjou, who had fome pretenfions to the fucceffion, had 
rifen in rebellion, and expelled the magiftrates, whom the King had placed over 
them. The full fettiement of England now afforded him leifure to punifh this 
infult on his authority; but being unwilling to remove his Norman forces from 
this ifland, he carried over a confiderable army, compofed almoft entirely of 
Englith |, and after joining them to fome troops levied in Normandy, he enter- 
ed the revolted province. The Englifh appeared ambitious of diftinguifhing 
themfelves on this occafion, and of recovering that character of valour, which 
had long been national among them ;, but which their late eafy fubjeCtion under 
the Normans had fomewhat degraded and obfcured.. Perhaps too they hoped, 
by their zeal and aétivity, to recover the confidence of their fovereign, as their 
anceftors had formerly, by like means, gained the affections of Canute; and to 
conquer his inveterate. prejudices in favour of his own countrymen. The King’s 
military conduct, feconded by fuch brave troops, foon. overcame all oppofition in 


* Flor. Wiz. p. 637. Sim. Dun. p. 203. 
+ Order. Vital. p. 521. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p.. 48. a 
¢ Chron, de Mailr. p. 160. Hoveden, p. 454. M. Welt. p. 227. Chron. Abb. St.. Petii de 
Burgo, p. 48. M., Parisy, pus. . 
| Chron. de Mailr. p. 160. Malmef. p. 103. Hoveden, p. 452. Flor. Wig. p. 638. M. 
Paris, p- 5. _ § Hoveden, p. 454. Sim. Dun. p. 203. 4 Chron, Sax. p. 182. 
Maine ; 





WILLIAM THe ConauvERor. 184 


Maine : The inhabitants were obliged to fubmit, and the count of Anjou relin- Chap. IV. 
quifh his pretenfions. 107 3s 


Bur ‘during thefe tranfactions, the government of England was greatly dif-  jo4. 
turbed ; and that too by thofe very foreigners, who owed every thing to they, ;,.4:. 
King’s bounty, and who were the fole objeét of his friendfhip and regard. The of the Nar: 
chieftains, who had engaged with the duke of Normandy in theconqueft of Eng-™*" barons. 
land, were endowed with the moft independant fpirit; and tho’-they obeyed 
their Jeader in the field, they would have regarded with difdain the richeft acqui- 
fitions, had they been required, in return, to fubmit, in their civil government, 
to the arbitrary will of one man. But the imperious character of William, en- 
couraged by his abfolute dominion over the Englifh, and often impelled by the 
neceflity of his affairs, had prompted hitn to ftretch his authority over the Nor- . 
mans themfelves, beyond what the free genius of that victorious people could 
eafily bear. The difcontents were become very general among thofe haughty 
nobles; and even Roger, earl of Hereford, fon and heir of Fitz-Ofberne, the 
King’s chief favourite, was ftrongiy infected by them. This nobleman, intend- 
ing to marry his (ifter to Ralph de Guader, earl of Norfolk, had thought it his 
duty to inform the King of his purpofe, and to defire the royal confent; but 
meeting with a refufal, he proceeded neverthelefs to finifh the nuptials, and af- 
fembled all his friends, and thofe of Guader, to attend the folemnity*. The 
two earls, difgufted with the denial of their requett, and dreading William’s re- 
fentment for their difobedience, here prepared matters for a revolts and during 
the gaiety of the feftival, while the company was heated with wine, they opened 
the defign to their cuetts. They inveighed againft the arbitrary conduct of the 
King; his tyranny towards the Englifh, whom they affected on this occafion to 
commiferate; his imperious behaviour to his barons of the nobleft birth; and 
his apparent intention of reducing the victors and the vanquifhed to a like igno- 
minious fervitude+. Amidft their complaints, the indignity of fubmitting to a 
baftard {was not forgot; the certain profpeét of fuccefs in a revolt, by the af- 

Gftance of the Danes and the difcontented Englifh, was infifted on ; and the 
whole company, inflamed with the fame fentiments, and warmed by the jollity of 
the entertainment, entered, by a folemn engagement, into the defign of fhaking 
off the royal authority |. ~ Eyen earl Waltheof, who was prefent, inconfide- 


* W. Malm. p. to4. Flor. Wig. p. 638. Diceto, p.486. Brompton, p. 974. 


+ Order. Vital. p. 534. M. Paris, ps 7. . 
{. William was fo little afhamed of his birth, that he afflumed the appellation of bafard ia fome of 


bis letters and charters. Spellm. Gloff. in verb. Baftardus.. Camden in Richmondfhire, 
j Malmef. p. 104. HH, Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden, p. 456. 
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rately exprefied his approbation of the confpiracy, and promifed his concurrence 
towards its fuccefs *. 


Tus nobleman, the laft of the Englifh who, for fome generations, poffefied 
any power or authority, had, after his capitulation at York, been received into 
favour by the Conqueror, had even married Judith, niece to that prince, and had 
been promoted. to the earldoms of Huntington and Northampton +. Cofpatric, 
earl of Northumberland, having, on fome new difguft from William, retired into 
Scotland, where he received the earldom of Dunbar from the bounty of Mal- 
colm; Waltheof was appointed his fucceffor in that important command, and 
feemed ftill to poffefs the confidence and friendfhip of his fovereign Tt: . But as 
he was a man of generous principles, and loved his country, it is probable, that 
the tyranny exerciled over the Englifh lay heavy upon his mind, and deftroyed 
all the fatisfaction which he could reap from his own grandeur and advancement. 
When a profpect, therefore, was opened cf retrieving their liberty, -he haftily 
embraced it; while the fumes of the liquor, and the ardour of the company, pre- 
vented him from reflecting on the confequences of that rath attempt. But after 
his cool judgment returned, he forefaw, that the confpiracy of thefe difconrented 
barons was not likely to prove fuccefsful againft the eftablithed power of Wil- 
liam ; or if it did, that the flavery of the Englith, inftead of being alleviated by 
that event, would become more grievous, under a multitude of foreign leaders, 
factious and ambitious, whofe union or difcord would be equally oppreffive to the 
people. ‘Tormented with thefe reflections, he opened his mind to his wife, Judith,. 
of whofe fidelity he entertained no fufpicion, but who, having fecretly fixed her 
affections on another, took this opportunity of ruining her eafy and credulous 
hufband. She conveyed intelligence of the confpiracy to the King, and aggravated 
every circumftance, which, fhe believed; would tend to.enrage him againft Wal- 
theof, and render him abfolutely implacable .. Meanwhile, the Earl, ftill un- | 
fatisfied with regard to the part which he fhould aét, difcovered the fecret in 
confeffion § to Lanfranc, on whofe probity and judgment he had a great re- 
lance ; and was perfuaded by the prelate, that he owed no fidelity to thofe re- 
bellious barons, who had by furprife gained his confent to a crime; that his firft 
duty was to his fovereign and benefactor, his next to himfelf and his family ; and - 
that if he feized not the opportunity of making atonement for his guilt, by re- 
vealing it, the temerity of the confpirators was fo great, that they would give 


* Chron. Abb. Sr. Petride Burgo, p. 49. Diceto, p. 486, 


+ Order. Vital. p. 522. Hoveden, p. 404. t Sim, Dun. p. 205. || Order. Vital. -p. 536, 
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fome other perfon the means of acquiring the merit of the difcovery. Waltheof, 
convinced by thefe arguments, went over to Normandy *;. but, tho’ he was 
well received by the King, and thanked for his fidelity, the account previoufly 
conveyed by Judith had funk deep into William’s mind,. and. deftroyed all the 
merit of her hufband’s repentance: 


Tue confpirators, hearing of Waltheof’s departure, immediately concluded 
their defigns to be betrayed ;: and they flew to arms, before their fchemes were 
ripe for execution, and before the arrival of the Danes, in whofe aid they placed 
their chief confidence. The earl of Hereford was checked’ by Walter de Lacy, 
a great baron in thofe parts, who, fupported by the bifhop of Worcefter and 
the abbot of Evefham, raifed fome forces,.and prevented the eart from paffing 
~ the Severne,. or advancing into the heart of the kingdom +. The earl of Nor- 
folk was defeated at Fagadun, near Cambridge; by Odo; the regenr,. affifted by 
Richard de Bienfaite, and William de Warrenne, the two jufticiaries of the 
kingdom {. The prifoners taken in this action had their right foot cut off, as a 


punifhment of their treafon: The earl himfelf: efcaped to Norwich, thence to. 
Denmark ;. where the Danifh fleet, who had made'an unfuccefsful attempt upon: 
the coaft of England |], foon after arrived, and informed him, that all his con-. 


federates were fupprefied, and were either killed, fled, or taken prifoners §, 
Ralph retired in defpair to Britanny,. where he poffeffed a large: eftate, and noble 
jurifdictions -f. 

Tue. King, who haftened’ over to England, in order to fupprefs the infurrecs 


tion, found,, that nothing remained but the punifhment of the criminals, which: 


he. executed with great feverity. Many of the rebels were hanged; fome had 
their eyes put.out.; others their hands cut off *.° But William, agreeable to his 


ufual maxims,. fhowed more lenity to the leader, the earl of Hereford,.who was: 


only condemned to a forfeiture of. his eftate, and to imprifonment during the 


King’s pleafure. The King feemed even difpofed to remit this laft part of the 
punifhment ; had not Roger, by a frefh infolence, provoked him to render his: 
confinement perpetual +. But Waltheof, being an Englifhman, was not treated: 


* Malmef, p. ros. Hoveden, p. 456. Flor. Wig.p. 638. 
+ Hoveden, p. 456. Flor. Wig. p. 638. Diceto, p. 486. 
t Order. Vital. p.535. Hoveden, p. 456. | Chron. Sax. p. 133. M. Paris, p: 7% 


§ Many of the fugitive Normans are thoughtto have fled into Scotland ; where they were protected, . 


as well as the fugitive Englifh, by Malcolm. Whence come the many French and Norman families, 
which are found at prefent in that country. 
4+ Order. Vital. p. 535. Hoveden, p. 457. 
* Chron. Sax. p..183. H. Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden,»p. 457. Diceto, p. 486. Brompton, p. 974» 
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with fo'much humanity, tho’ his guilt, which was always much inferior to that 
of the other confpirators, was atoned for by a very early repentance and return to 
his duty. William,, inftigated by his niece, as well as by his rapacious courtiers, 
who longed for fo rich a forfeiture, ordered him to be tried, condemned, and 
executed *. The Englifh, who confidered this nobleman as the laft refource of 
their nation, grievoufly lamented his fate, and fancied that miracles were wrought 
by his reliques, as a teftimony of his innocence and fanctity +. The infamous 
Judith, falling foon.after under the King’s difpleafure, was abandoned by all the 
world, and paffed the reft of her life in contempt, remorfe, and mifery f. 
Noruinc remained to complete William’s fatisfaction but the punifhment of 


“Ralph de Guader ; and he haftened over to Normandy, in order to gratify his 


vengeance on that criminal. But tho’ the conteft feemed very unequal between 
that nobleman and the King of England, Ralph was fo well defended, both by 
the earl of Britanny and the King of France, that William, after befieging him 
for fome time in Dol, was obliged to abandon the enterprize, and make with 
thofe powerful princes a peace, in. which Ralph himfelf was included |. Eng- 
land, during his abfence, remained in tranquillity; and nothing remarkable oc- 
curred, except two ecclefiaftical fynods, which were fummoned, one at London, 
another at Winchefter. Inthe former, the precedency among the epifcopal fees 
was fettled, and the feat of fome of them was removed from fmall villages to the 
moft confiderable town within the diocefe§. In the fecond was tranfacted a bufi- 
nefs of fome more importance. : 


Tue induftry and perfeverance are furprifing, with which the Popes had ‘been 
Difputeabout treafuring up powers and pretenfions during fo many ages of ignorance; while 


each pontiff employed every fraud for advancing purpofes of imaginary piety, 
and cherifhed all claims which might turn to the advantage of his fucceffors, tho’. 
he himfelf could not expect ever to reap any benefit from them. All this im- 
menfe ftore of {piritual and civil authority was now devolved on Gregory VII. of 
the name of Hildebrand, the moft enterprizing pontiff who had ever filled that 
chair, and the leaft reftrained by fear, decency, or moderation. Not contented 
with fhaking off the yoke of the Emperors, who had hitherto exercifed the power 
of appointing the Pope on every vacancy, or at leaft of ratifying his election; he 
undertook the arduous tafk of disjoining entirely the ecclefiaftical from the civil 
power, and of excluding profane laymen from the right, which they had affu- 


* Order. Vital. p. 536. Hoveden, p. 457. + Order. Vital. p. 543. Malm. p. 104. 
t Ingulf, p. 72, 73. | Chron. Sax. p. 183. Chron. de Mailr. p. 160. H. Hunt. p. 369. 
Eloveden, p. 457. M. Paris, p. 7, § Ingulf, p. 93. Brompton, p. 975. 
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med, of filling the vacancies of bifhoprics, abbies, and other fpiritual dignities *. 
The fovereigns, who had long exercifed this power, and who had attained it, 
not by encroachments on the church, but on the people, to whom it originally 
belonged +, made great oppofition to this claim of the court of Rome; and 
Henry IV. the prefent Emperor, defended the prerogative of his crown with @ 


vigour and refolution fuitable to its importance. The few offices, either civil or 


military, which the feudal inftitutions left the fovereign the power of beftowing, 
made the prerogative of conferring the paftoral ring and ftaff the moft invaluable 
jewel of the royal diacem ; efpecially as the general ignorance of the age beftowed 
a weight on the ecclefiaftical offices, even beyond the great extent of power and 
property which belonged to them. Superftition, the child of ignorance, inveft- 
ed the clergy with an authority almoft facred ; and as they poffeffed the little 
learning of the age, their interpofition became requifite in all civil bufinefs, and 
a real ufefulnefs in common life was thus fuperadded to the fpiritual fanctity of 


their character... 

Wuen the ufurpations, therefore, of the church had come to fuch a maturity 
as to embolden her to attempt extorting the right of inveftitures from the tem- 
poral power, Europe, efpecially Italy and Germany, was thrown into the moft 
violent convulfions, and the Pope and Emperor waged implacable war again{t 
each other. Gregory even dared to fulminate the fentence of excommunication 
againft Henry and his adherents, to pronounce him rightfully depofed, to free 
his fubjeéts from their oaths of allegiance; and inftead of fhocking mankind with 
this grofs encroachment on the civil authority, he found the ftupid people ready 
to fecond his moft exorbitant pretenfions. Every minifler, fervant, or vafial of 
the Emperor, who received any difgutt, covered his rebellion under the pretence 
of principle ; and even the mother of this monarch, forgetting all the ties of na- 
ture, was feduced to countenance the infolence of his enemies. Princes them- 
felyes, unattentive to the pernicious confequences of thefe papal claims, employ- 
ed them for their prefent purpofes; and the controverfy, fpreading into every 
city of Italy, engendered the parties of Guelf and Ghibbelin ; the moft durable 
and inveterate factions that ever arofe from the mixture of ambition and fuper- 
flition. Befides numberlefs affaffinations, tumults, and convulfions, to which 
they gave rife, it is computed that the quarrel occafioned no lefs than fixty bat- 
tles in the reign of Henry IV. and eighteen in that of his fucceffor, Henry V. 
when the claims of the fovereign pontiff finally prevailed {. 
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Bur the bold fpirit of Gregory, not difmayed with the vigorous oppofition, 
‘which he met with from the Emperor, extended his ufurpations all over Europe; 


and well knowing the nature of mankind, whofe aftenifhment-ever inclines them . 
to yield co the moft impudent pretenfions, ‘he feemed determined to fet no bounds 
to the fpiritual, or rather temporal monarchy, which he had undertaken to erect. 


He pronounced the fentence of excommunication againft Nicephorus, Emperor 
of the Eaft: Robert Guifcard, the adventurous Norman, who had acquired the 


‘dominion of Naples, was attacked by the fame dangerous weapon: He degraded 


Boleflas, King of Poland, from the rank of King; and even deprived Poland 
-of the title of a kingdom: He attempted to treat Philip, King of France, with 
the fame rigour, which hehad employed againft the Emperor *; He pretended 


to the entire property and dominion of Spain; and he fhared it out amongft 
adventurers, who undertook to conquer it from the Saracens, and to hold it in 


vaflalage of the fee of Rome +: Even the Chriftian bifhops, on whofe aid he 


relied in fubduing the temporal princes, faw that he was determined to reduce 
them to fervitude; and by afluming the whole legiflative and judicial power of 
the church, to. concenter all authority in the fovereign pontiff f{. 


Wiri1aM the Conqueror, the moft potent, the moft haughty, and the moft 
vigorous prince in Europe, was not, amidft all his fplendid fucceffes, fecured 
from the attacks of this enterprizing prelate. Gregory wrote him a letter, re- 
quiring him to fulfil his promife in doing homage for the kingdom of England 
to the fee of Rome, and to fend him over that tribute, which all his predecefiors 
had been accuftomed to pay to the vicar of Chrift. By the tribute, he meant 
Peter’s pence; which, tho’ at firft a charitable donation of the Saxon princes, 
was interpreted, according to the ufual practice of the Romifh court, to be a 
badge of fubjeftion acknowledged by the kingdom. William replied, that the 
money fhould be remitted as ufual; but that he neither had promifed to-do ho- 
mage to Rome, nor was it in the leait his purpofe to impofe that fervitude on his 
ftate |. And the better to fhow Gregory his independance, he refufed, notwith- 
ftanding the frequent complaints of the Pope, the Englith bifhops liberty to at- 
tend a general council, which that pontiff had fummoned againft his enemies, _ 

Bur tho’ the King fhowed this vigour in fupporting the royal dignity, he was 
infected with the general fuperftition af the age, and he did not difcover the am- 
bitious {cope of thofe inftitutions, which, under the cover of ftrictnefs in religon, 


* Epift. Greg. XIU. epift. 32, 35. lib. 2. epift. «. 
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were introduced or promoted by the Roman pontiff, Gregory, while he was Chap. IV. 
throwing all Europe into combuftion by his violence and impoftures, affected an 
anxious care for the purity of manners, and even the chafte pleafures of the 
marriage-bed were inconfiftent, in his opinion, with the fanctity of the facerdotal 
character. He had iffued a decree prohibiting the marriage of priefts, excom- 
municating all clergymen who retained their wives, declaring all fuch unlawful 
commerce to be fornication, and rendering it criminal in the laity to attend di- 
vine worfhip when fuch profane priefts officiated at the altar *, -This point was 
a great object in the politics of the Romifh court; and it coft them infinitely 
more pains to eftablifh it, than the propagation of any fpeculative abfurdity, 
which they had ever attempted to introduce. Many fynods were fummoned in 
different parts of Europe, before it was finally fettled; and it was there con- 
{tantly remarked, that the younger clergymen complied chearfully with the Pope’s 
decrees in this particular, and that the chief reluctance appeared in thofe who were 
more advanced in years : An event fo little conformable to men’s firft expectations, 
that it could not fail to be gloffed on, even in that blind and fuperftitious age. 
William allowed the Pope’s legate to affemble, in his abfence, a fynod at Winche- 
fter, in order to fettle the celibacy of the clergy ; but the church of England could 
not yet be carried the whole length expected ; and the fynod was content with de- 
creeing, that the bifhops fhould not thenceforth ordain any pricfts or deacons 
without exacting from them a promife of celibacy; but that none, except thofe 
who belonged to collegiate or cathedral churches, fhould be obliged to feparate 
from their wives. 

Tue King paffed fome years in Normandy; but his long refidence there was p.yol of 
not entirely-owing to his declared preference of that dutchy: His prefence was princeRobert. 
alfo neceflary for compofing thofe difturbances, which had arifen in that favourite 
territory, and which had even originally proceeded from his own family. Robere, 
his eldeft fon, firnamed Gambaron or Courthofe, from his fhort legs, was a 
prince, who inherited all the bravery of his family and nation ; but without that 
policy and diffimulation, by which his father was fo much diftinguifhed ; and 
which, no lefs than his military valor, had contributed to his great fucceffes, 

Greedy of fame, impatient of contradiction, without referve in his friendfhips, 
declared in his enmities, this prince could endure no controul even from his im- 
perious father, and openly afpired to that independance, to which his temper, as 
well as fome circumftances in his fituation, ftrongly invited him-+, When Wil- 
liam firft received the fubmiffions of the province of Maine, he had promifed the 


* Hoveden, p. 455. 457. Flor. Wigorn. ps 638. Spell. Concil. fol. 13. A,D, 1076, 
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‘nhabitants that Robert fhould be their prince ; and before he undertook the ex- 
pedition againft England, he had, on the application of the French court, decla- 
red him his fucceflor in Normandy, and had obliged the barons of that dutchy to 
do him homage as their future fovereign. By this artifice, he had endeavoured to 
appeafe the jealoufy of his neighbours, as affording them a profpect of feparating 
England from his dominions on the continent; but when Robert demanded of 
him the execution of thefe engagements, he gave him an abfolute refufal, and told 
him, according to the homely faying, that he never intended to throw off his 
cloaths, till he went to bed *. Robert openly declared his difcontent ; and was 
fufpected of fecretly inftigating the King of France and the earl of Brittanny to 
the oppofition which they made to William, and which had formerly fruftrated 
his attempts upon the town of Dol. And as the quarrel ftill augmented, Ro. 
bert proceeded to entertain a ftrong jealonfy of his two furviving brothers, William 
and Henry, (for Richard was killed in hunting by a ftag) who, by greater fub- 
- miffion and complaifance, had acquired the affections of their father. In this 
difpofition, the greateft trifle fufficed to produce a rupture between them. 

Tue three princes, refiding with their father in the caftle of |’Aigle in Nor- 
mandy, were one day engaged in fport together ; and after much frolic, the two 
younger took it in their head to throw over fome water on Robert as he pafied 
thro’ the court on leaving their apartment +; a paftime which he would naturally 
have regarded as innocent, had it not been for the fuggeftions of Alberic de 
Grentmefnil, fon of that Hugh de Grentmefnil, whom William had formerly 
deprived of his fortunes, when that baron deferted. him during his greateft diff» 
culties in England. This young nobleman, mindful of the injury, perfuaded 
the prince, that this ation was meant as a public affront, which it behoved him 
in honour to refent; and the choleric Robert, drawing his fword, ran up ftairs, 
with an intention of taking revenge on his brothers}. The whole caftle was full 
of tumult, which the King himfelf, who haftened from his apartment, found 
fome difficulty to appeafe. But he could by no means appeafe the refentment of 
his eldeft fon, who, complaining of his partiality, and fancying that no proper 
atonement had been made him for the infult, left the court that very evening, 
and haftened to Roiien, with an intention of feizing the citadel of that place |. 
But being difappointed in this view by the precaution and vigilance of Roger de 
Ivery, the governor, he fled to Hugh de Neufchatel, a powerful Norman ba 
ron, who gave him prote¢tion in his caftles; and he openly levied war againft 
his father §. The popular character of the prince, and a fympathy in manners, 

* Chron, de Mailr. p. 160. + Order. Vital. p. 545. t Ibid. | Ibid. 


$ Order, Vital. p. 545. Ioveden, p. 457-. Sim. Dun. p. 210. Diceto, p. 487. | 
: 5 engaged 
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engaged all the young nobility of Normandy and Maine, as well as of Anjou and 
Brittanny, to take part with him; and it was fufpected, that Matilda, his mo- 
ther, whofe favourite he was, fupported him in his rebellion by fecret remittances 
of money, and by the encouragement, which fhe gave his partizans, | 


Att the hereditary provinces of William, as well as his family, were during 
feveral years thrown into convulfion by this. war ; and he was at laft obliged to 
have recourfe to England, where that fpecies of military government, which he 
had eftablifhed, gave him. greater authority than the antient feudal inftitutions 
permitted him to exercife in Normaidy. He called over an army of Englith 
under his antient captains, who foon expelled Robert and his adherents from thei: 
retreats, and reftored the fovereign’s authority in all his dominions. The young 
prince was obliged to take fhelter in the caftle of Gerberoy in the Beauvoifis, 
which the King of France, who fecretly fomented all thefe difcords, had pro- 
vided for him. In this fortrefs he was clofely befieged by his father, againft whom, 
having a {trong garrifon, he made a gallant defence. There paft under the walls 
of this place many rencounters, which refembled more the fingle combats of chi- 
valry, than the military actions of armies ; but one of them was remarkable for 
‘ts circumftances and its event. Robert happened to encounter with the King, 
who was concealed by his helmet; and both being valiant, a fierce combat en- 
fued, till at Jaft the young prince wounded his father in the arm, and threw him 
from his horfe. Calling for affiftance, his voice difcovered him to his fon; who 
ftruck with remorfe for his paft crime, and aftonifhed with the apprehenfions 
of one much greater, which he had fo nearly incurred, inftantly threw himfelf at 
his father’s feet, craved pardon for his offences, and offered to purchafe forgive- 
nefs by any atonement *. . The refentment, harboured by William, was fo invete- 
rate, that he did not immediately correfpond to this dutiful fubmiffion of his 
fon with like tendernefs; but giving him his malediction, departed for his 
own camp, on Robert’s horfe, which that prince had affifted him to mount ae 
He foon after raifed the Gege, and marched with his army to Normandy ; where 
the interpofition of the Queen and ather common friends brought about a recon- 
cilement, which was probably not a little forwarded by the generofity of the 
fon’s behaviour in this aétion, and by the returning fenfe of his paft mifcondudt. 
The King feemed fo fully appeafed, that he even carried over Robert with him 
into England ; where he intrufted him ‘to repel an inroad of Malcolm King of 


* Malmef. p. 106. — H. Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden, p. 457. Flor. Wig. p. 639. Sim. Don, 


ne 
». 210. Diceto, p. 487. Kayghton, p. 2351- Alor. Beverl, p. 135. 
+ H.Hant. p. 369.. Hoveden, p. 457. M. Paris, p. 7- Yrpod. Neuf, p. 439. 
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Scots, and ‘to retaliate by a like inroad into that country. The Englifh prince: 
was fuccefsful, and obliged the enemy to make fubmiffions. The Welth, un- 
able to refift William’s power, were, about the fame time, neceffitated to make 
fatisfaction for their incurfions *';. and.every. thing was reduced: to a fall ‘tranquil- 
lity in this ifland. 


Tuis ftate of affairs gave William leifure to begin and finifh an-undertaking,. 
which proves his great and extenfive genius, and does honour to his memory :- 
It was a general furvey of all. the lands in the kingdom, their extent in each dif- 
tri€t, their proprietors, tenures, value;.the quantity of meadow, pafture, wood, . 
and arable land, which they contained ; and in fome counties the number of: 
tenants, cottagers; and flaves of all denominations, who lived upon them. He: 
appointed commiffioners for this purpofe,. who entered every particular in their: 
regifter by.the verdict of juries; and after'a labour of fix years (for the work was« 
fo long in finifhing) brought him an exact account of. all the landed-property of 
his kingdom t+. ‘This monument, called Domefday-book, the moft valuable: 
piece of antiquity, poffefled by any nation, is ftill.preferved in the Exchequer ;. 
and tho’ only fome extracts of it have hitherto been. publifhed, it ferves to illuftrate 
to us in many particulars the antient ftate of England, The great Alfred had 
finifhed a like furvey of the kingdom in his time, which was long kept at Win- 
chefter, and which probably ferved as.a model to William in this undertaking t. 


Tue King was naturally.a great ceconomift ; and tho’ no prince had ever 
been fo bountiful to his officers and fervants, it was merely becaufe he had ren- 
dered himfelf univerfal proprietor of England, and had a whole kingdom to be-- 
ftow. He referved a very ample revenue for the crown; and in the general. dif- 
tribution of land among. his followers, he kept pofitffion of no lefs than 1422 - 
manors in different parts of England ||,.which paid him rent either'in money, . 
or in corn, cattle, and the ufual produce of the land. An antient hiftorian 
computes, that his annual fixed income, befides efcheats, fines, reliefs, and other: 
cafual profits to a great. value, amounted to near 400,000 pounds a year §; a 
fum, which, if all circumftances-be attended to, will appear wholly incredible. . 


* Chron. Sex. p.184. M. Weft. p. 228. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 190. Ingulf, p. 79.. Chron.'T. Wykes, p. 23: H. Hunt. p. 370, Hoveden, 
p 460. M. Weft. p.2z2z9. Flor. Wigorn. p.641. Chron. Abb. St. Perri de Burgo, p. ee Mi. 
Paris, p. 8. The three northern counties, Weftmoreland, Cumberland, and Northumberland, were 
not comprehenced in this furvey ; I fuppofe becaufe of their wild, uncultivated fituation, 

t Ingulf, p. 8. || Weft’s enquiry into the manner of creating peers, Pp. 24. 

§ Order. Vital. p, 523. He fays 1060 pounds and fome-odd fillings and pence a.day. 

~ A pound 
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A pound in that age, as we have before obferved, contained three times the weicht 
of filver that it does at prefent*; and the fame weight of filver, by the moft pro- 
bable computation, would purchafe ten times more of the neceffaries of life, tho’ 
not in the fame proportion of the finer manufactures. This revenue, therefore, 
of William would be equivalent to at leaft nine or ten millions at prefent ; and as 
that prince had neither fleet nor army to fupport, the former being only a cafual 
expence, and the latter maintained, without any charge to him, by his military 
vafials, we mutt thence conclude, that no emperor or prince, in any age or nation, 
was ever to be compared to the Conqueror in opulence and riches. This leads us 
to fufpect a great miftake in the computation of the hiftorian ; tho’,.if we confider 
that avarice is always imputed to William as one of his vices *,. and that having 
by the {word rendered himfelf mafter of all the lands in the kingdom, he would 
certainly in the partition retain a great proportion for his own fhare ; we can {carce 


be guilty of any error in afferting,: that no King.of England was ever fo opulent, . 


was fo able to fupport by his revenue the fplendor and magnificence of a court, or 
could beftow fo much on his pleafures or in liberalities to his. fervants and favou- 
rites |. 


Chap, 1V,- 


i081 


THERE was one pleafure, to which William, as’ well as all the Normans, and Ph ew Sie 
antient Saxons, was extremely addicted; and that.was hunting: But this plea- rett. 


{ure he indulged more at the expence of his unhappy fubjects, whofe interefts he 
always difregarded, than to the lofs or diminution of his ownrevenue. Not con- 
tented with thofe large forefts, which the former Kings poffeffed in all parts of 
England; he refolved to make a new foreft near Winchefter, the ufual place of 
his refidence: And for that purpofe, he laid wafte the country in Hamphhire for 
an extent of thirty miles, expelled the inhabitants from their houfes, feized their 
property, even demolifhed churches and convents, and*made the fufferers ‘no com= 
penfation for the injury [. At the fame time,. he enacted new laws, by which he 
prohibited all his fubjeéts from hunting in any of his forefts,.and rendered the 
penalties much more fevere than ever had been inflited for fuch offences. The 
killing of a deer or boar, or even of a-bare, was punithed with the lof of the de- 
finquent’s eyes |}; and that at a time, when the killing of a man could be atoned 
for by paying a moderate fine or compofition. 


Tue tranfactions, recorded during the remainder of this reign, may be confi- 


dered more’as domeftic occurrences, which concern the prince, than as national. 


* Chron. Sax. p. 188. 191. Malmef. p,112.. H. Hunt, p- 370. M. Weft. p.2z29. Brompton, 
Ft. O29: : 
+ Fortefcue de Dom, reg..& politic, cap. 111. 
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events, which regard England.. Odo, bifhop of Baieux, the King’s uterine 
brother, whom he had created earl of Kent, and whom he had entrufted with a 
creat fhare of power during his whole reign *, had amafied immenie riches; and 
agreeable to the ufual progrefs of human wifhes, he began to regard his prefent ac- 
quifitions but as a ftep to farther grandeur. He had formed the chimerical pro- 
jet of buying the papacy ; and tho’ Gregory, the prefent Pope, was not of very 
advanced years, the prelate had confided fo much in the predictions of an aftro- 
loger, that he made certain account of the pontiff’s death, and of attaining, by 
his intrigues and money, that envied ftate of greatnefs +. | He refolved, therefore, 
to tranfmit all bis riches to Italy, and had perfuaded many confiderable barons, 
and, among the reft, Hugh earl of Chefter, to take the fame courfe, in hopes, 
that when he fhould mount the papal throne, he would beftow on them more con- 
Gderable eftablifhments in that country {. The King, from whom all thefe. pro- 
jeéts had been carefully concealed, at laft got intelligence of the defign, and:or- 
dered Odo to be arrefted. His officers, refpecting the immunities, to which the 
ecclefiaftics now pretended, fcrupled to execute the command, till the King -him- 
felf was obliged in perfon to feize him ; and when Odo infifted that he was-a pre- 
late, and exempt from all temporal jurifdiction, William replied, that he arrefted 
him, not as bifhop of Baieux, but as earl of Kent {.. He was fent prifoner. into 
Normandy ; and notwithftanding all the remonftrances and menaces of Gregory, 
was detained in cuftody during the remainder of this reign §. 

ANoTHER domeftic event gave the King much more concern: I[t was the death 
of Matilda, his confort, whom-he tenderly loved, and for whom he had ever pre- 
ferved the moft fincere friendfhip. Three years afterwards, he pafied into Nor- 
mandy, and carried with him Edgar Atheling, to whom he very willingly granted 
permiffion to make a pilgrimage into the holy land 4. He was detained on the 
continent by a mifunderftanding, which broke out between him and the King of 
France, and which was occafioned by inroads made into Normandy by fome French 
barons on the frontiers *. It was little in the power of princes at that time to re- 
ftrain their licentious nobility; but William fufpected, that thefe barons dared 
not to have provoked his indignation, had they not beenaffured of the counte- 
nance and protection of Philip. His difpleafure was increafed by the account he 
received of fome railleries, which that monarch had thrown out again{t him, 


* Order. Vital. p.522. Frag. de Gul, Conq. p: 29. 
+ Order. Vital. p. 646. Frag. de Gul: Conq. p- 29. 
t Ibid. | Chron. Abb. St, Petri de Burgo, p. 51: W. Malmef. p, 120. 
§ Order, Vital. p.647.. H. Hunt. p. 370. 4. W. Malmef. p. 103. 
* Order. Vital. p. 654, 655. 
William, 





WILLIAM roe ConaquERor, 199 


William, who was become corpulent, had been detained in bed fome time by Chap. Ty, 

ficknefs; upon which Philip, expreffed his furprife that his brother of England  '°87: 

fhould be fo long in being delivered of his great belly. The King fent him 

word, that, as foon as he was up, he would prefent fo many lights at Notre- 

dame, as would perhaps give little pleafure to the King of France ; alluding to 

the-ufual practice at that time of women after child-birth *, Immediately on his 

recovery, he led an army into the L’Ifle de France, and laid every thing wafte 

with fire and fword: He took the town of Mante, which he Bases to afhes F. 

But the progrefs of thefe hoftilities was ftopt by an accident, which foon afte 

put an end to William’s life. His horfe ftarting afide of a fudd en, he bruifed 

his belly on the pommel of his faddle [; and be ing in a bad habit of body, as 

well as fomewhat advanced in years, he began to apprehend the confequences, 

and ordered himfelf to be carried in a litter to the monaftery of St. Gervais. 

Finding his illnefs increafe, and being fenfible of the approach of death, he dif- 

covert: at laft the vanity of all human grandeur, and was ftruck with remorfe 

for thofe horrible cruelties and violences,. which, for the attainment and defence of 

it, he had committed during the courfe of his reign over England ||. “He en- 

deavoured to make compenfatien by prefents to churches and monafteries ; and 

he iffued orders for the liberty of earl Morcar, Siward Bearne, and other Englifh 

prifoners §. He was even prevailed on, tho’ not without reluctance, to confent, 

with his dying breath, to the deliverance of his brother, Odo, againft whom he 

was extremely incenfed. He left Normandy and Maine to his eldeft fon, Ra- 

bert : He wrote to Lanfranc, defiring him.to crown William King of England +: 

He bequeathed to Henry nothing but the poffeffions of his mother, Matilda ; 

but foretold, that he would one day furpafs both his brothers in power and opu- 

lence *. He expired in the fixty-third year of his age, in. the twenty-firlt of 9th Septemb. 

his reign over England, and in the fifty-fourth of that over Normandy. Deark 
Few princes have been more fortunate than this great monarch, or were bet- and chara 

ter entitled to grandeur and profperity, from the dbifcies and the vigour of mind of Wiliamthe iS 

which he difplayed in all his conduét, . Elis {pirit was bold and enterprifing, yet 


* Malmef. p. tr2. M. Weft. p. 230. M. Paris, p.g. Brompton, p. 980. Knyghton, p. 2353. 
Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p: 262. + Order. Vital. p. 655. Chron. de Mailr.. p..161. 

t Malmef.p. 112. M. Paris, p. ro. Knyghton, p. 2353. 

H Frag,.de Gul. Canq. p. 29,'30,°31. 

§ Chron. de Mailr. p. 161. Hoveden, p. 4€0; Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 52. Di- 
ecto, p. 433. 

+ Gul. Gemet. p. 292. Order. Vital. p. 659. Chron. de Mailr. p..161. Ma 
H. Hont. p. 371. Hovedon, p. 465. Me Weft. p. 230. 
*-* Order. Vital. p. 659. Gul. Neubr. p.357. Fragm. de Gul. Cong. p. 32. 
guided 
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guided by prudence: His. ambit 5 which was exorbitant, and lay little under 
the reftraints of juftice, and ftill lefs under thofe cf humanity, ever fubmitted 
to the did tates of reafon and found ed Born in an age when the minds of 
men were intractable and unacquainted with fubmiffion, he was yet able to direct 
them to his: purpofes,s and leatind from the afcendant of his vehement character, 


partly from art and diffimulation, to eftablifhan unlimited authority, Tho’ not 
infenfible to generofity, he was hardened againft. compafiion;, and he feemed equally 


* 


oftentatious and ambitious of eclat in his clemeney and in his feverity. The 
maxims-of his adminiftration were auftere ; but might have been ufeful, had they 
been folely.employed in preferving order in an eftablifhed government * : They 
were ill calculated for foftening the rigors, which, under the moft gentle manage. 
nient, are infeparable from conqueft. Hits att tempt acainft England was the latt 
great enterprize of the kind, which, during the courfe of feven hundred years, 
has fully fucceeded in Europe ; and the greatnefs of his genius broke thro’ thofe 
limits, which firft the feudal inftitutions, then the refined policy of princes, have 
fixed to the feveral {tates of Chriftendom. Tho’ he rendered himfelf infinitely 
odious to his Englith fabjeéts, he tranfmitted his power to his pofterity, and the 
throne is ftill filled by his defeendants : A proof, that the foundations which he 
laid were firm and folid, and that, amidft all his, violences, while he feemed only 
to gratify the prefent paffion, he had ftiil an eye towards futurity. 


Some writers have been defirous of refufing to this prince the title of Con: 
querof, in the fenfe in which it 1s rétamtonbiivarderitand ; and on pretence, that 
that word is fometimes in old books applied to fuch as make an acquifition of 
territory by any means, they are willing to reject William’s title, by right of 
war, to the crown of England. It is needlefs to enter into acontrover{fy, which, 
by the terms of it, mut; neceflarily degenerate into a difpute.of words. It fuf- 
fices to fay, that the duke of Normandy’s firtt invafion of the ifland was hoftile; 
that his fubfequent adminiftration was entirely fupported by arms; that in the 
very frame of his laws he made a diftinction between the Normans and Englifh, 
to the advantage of the former +; that he acted in every thing as abfolute mafter 
over the natives, whofe interefts and affeétions he totally difrepare ed; and that if 
there was an interval when he aflumed the appearance of a egal magiftrate, the 
period was very fhort, and was nothing but a temporary facrifice, which he, as 
has been’the cafe with moft conquerors, was obliged to make of his inclination 
to his prefent policy. . Scarce any of thofe revolutions, which, both in hiftory and 
in common language, have always been denominated conquefts, appear equally vio- 


* M. Weft. p.230. Anglia Sacra, vol. le p. 258. + Hoveden, p. 600. 
lent, 





WILLIAM tHe CONQUEROR. 201 


os 


dent, or have been attended with fo fudden an alteration both of power and pro- 
perty. Ihe Roman ftate, which fpread its dominion over Europe, left the rights 
of individuals, in a great meafure, untouched ; and thofe civilized conquerors, 
while they made their own country the feat of empire, found, that they could 
draw moft advantage from the fubjec& provinces, by beftowing on the natives the 
free enjoyment of their own laws and of their private poffeffions. The barba- 
' glans, who fubdued the Roman empire, tho’ they fettled in the conquered coun- 
tries, yet being accuftomed to a rude uncultivated life, found a fmal! part of the 
Jand fufficient to fupply all their wants; and they were not tempted to feize ex- 
tenfive pofieflions, which they neither knew how to cultivate nor employ. But 
the Normans, and other foreigners, who followed the ftandard of William, while 
they made the vanquithed kingdom the feat of empire, were yet fo far advanced 
in arts as to be acquainted with the advantages of a large property ; and having 
totally fubdued the natives, they pufhed the rights of conqueft (very extenfive 
in the eyes of avarice and anibition, however narrow in thofe of reafon) to the 
utmoft extremity againft them. Except the former conqueft of England by the 
Saxons themfelves, who were induced, by peculiar circumflances, to proceed even 
to the extermination of the natives, it would be difficult to find in ali hiftory a 
revolution more deftru€tive, or attended with a more complete fubjection of the 
antient inhabitants. Contumely feems even to have been wantonly added to op- 
preffion*; and the natives were univerfally reduced to fuch a ftate of meannefa 
and poverty, that.the Englifh name.became a term of reproach, and feveral ge. 
nerations elapfed before one family of Saxon pedigree was raifed to any confis 
derable honours, or could fo much as attain the rank of barons of the realm +. 
Thefe facts are fo apparent from the whole tenor of the Englifh hiftory, that none 
would have been tempted to deny or elude them, were they not heated by the 
controverfies of faction; while one party were ab/urdly afraid of thofe abfurd con- 
fequences, which they faw the other party inclined to draw from this event. But 
it is evident, that the prefent rights and privileges of the people, who are a mix- 
ture of Englith and Normans, can never be affected by a tranfaction, which 
pafied feven hundred years ago ; and 4 all antient authors +, who lived neareft 

the 


* H. Hunt. p. 370. Brompton, p. 980. | 
t So late as the reign of King Stephen, the earl of Albemarle, before the battle of the Standard, 
addreffed the officers of his army in thefe terms: Proceres Anglia clar:fini, {F genere Normanni, €¥c, 
Brompton, p. 1026. See farther Abbas Rieval. p. 339, &c. All the barons’ and military men of 
England ftill called themfelves Normans. 
{ Ingulf, p. 70. H. Hunt. p. 370. 372. M. Weft. p. 225. Gul. Newb. p. 357. Alured Be- 
veil. p. 124. De geft. Angl. p. 333. M. Paris, p. 4. Sim. Dun, p. 206, Brompton, p. 962. 
You. I, , Dd 980, 
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the time, and beft knew the ftate of the country, unanimoufly fpeak of the Nor 
man dominion as a conqueit by war and arms, no reafonable man, from the fear 
of imaginary confequences, will ever be tempted to reject their concurring and 
undoubted teftimony. 

Kine William had iffue, befides his three fons, who furvived him, five daugh- 
ters, to wit, (1.) Cicily, firfta nun in the monaftery of Fefcamp, afterwards ab- 
befs in the holy Trinity at Caen, where fhe died in 1127. (2.) Conftantia, mar- 
ried to Alan Fergant, earl of Britanny. She died without iffue. (3.) Alice, 
contraéted to Harold. (4.) Adela, married to Stephen, earl of Blois, by whom 
fhe had four fons, William, Theobald, Henry, and Stephen ; of whom the elder 
was neglected, on account of the imbecillity of his underftanding. (5.) Agatha, 
who died a virgin, but was betrothed to the King of Gallicia. She died on her 
journey thither, before fhe joined her bridegroom. 


980. 1161. Gervafe Tilb, lib. 1, cap. 16. Textus Roffenfis apud Seld. Spicileg. ad Eadm. p. 197. 
Gul. Pi&. p. 2-6. Ordericus Vitalis, p, 521. 666, 853. Epift. St, Thom. p. 801. Gul. Malmef. 
p.- 52.57. Knyghton, p. 2354. Eadmer, p. 110. Thom. Rudborne in Ang. Sacra, vol. 1. p. 248. 
Monach. Roff, in Anglia Sacra, vol. ii. p. 276. Girald. Cambr. in eadem, vol. ii. p.413. Hift. 
Elyenfis, p. 516. The words of this laft hiftorian, who is very antient, are remarkable, and worth 
tran(cribing. Rew itague fa@us Willielmus, quid in principes Anglorum, qui tante cladi Juperef[e poterant, 
fecerit, dicere, cum nihil profit, omitio. Quid enim prodeffet, fi nec unum in toto regno de illis dicerem prifti - 
na potefiate uti permiffum, fed omnes aut in gravem paupertatis erumnam detrufos, aut exharedatos, patria 
pulfos, aut effofis oculis, vel ceteris amputatis membris, opprobrium heminum factos, aut certe miferrime 
affidios, vita privatos,. Simili modo utilitate carere exiftito dicere quid in minsrem populum, non Solum ab 
eo, Jed a fuis acum fit, cum id di@u fciamus difficile, et ob immanem crudelitatem fortaffis incredibila 
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ILLIAM, firsamed Rufus or the Red, from the colour of his hair, 

had no fooner procured his father’s recommendatory letter to Lanfranc, 
the primate, than he haftened to take meafures for fecuring to himfelf the go- 
vernment of England. Senfible, that a deed fo unformal aad fo little prepared, 
which violated Robert’s right of primogeniture, might meet with great oppofi- 
tion, he trulted entirely for fuccefs to his own celerity and difpatch; and having 
left St. Gervais, while William was breathing his laft, he arrived in England, be- 
fore intelligence of his father’s death had reached that kingdom*. Pretending 
orders from the King, he fecured the fortreffes of Dover, Pevenfey, and Ha- 
flings, whofe fituation rendered them of the greateft importance ; and he got 
poffeffion of his father’s treafure at Winchefter, amounting to the fum of fixty 
thoufand pounds, by which he hoped to encreafe and encourage his partizans‘;. 
The primate, whofe rank and reputation in the kingdom gave him great autho- 
rity, had been entrufted with the care of his education, and had corieeneal on 
him the honour of knighthood {; and being connected with him by thefe tie 
and probably deeming ies pretenfions juft, declared that he would pay a wil. 
ling obedience to the late will of the Conqueror, his friend and benefaétor. Hav- 
ing affembled fome bifhops and fome’of the principal nobility, he inftantly pro- 
ceeded to the ceremony of crowning the new King |); and by thjs difpatch pre- 
vented all danger of faction and refiftance. At the lame ses eae who feed 
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* W. Malmef. p. 120. M. Paris, p..1o. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 192. Brompton, p. 983 

} W. -Malmef. p.120. M, Paris, p. 10. PPica Seuthatie’ 26 3 
) Hoveden, p. 461. 
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But tho’ this partition appeared to have been made without any violence or 
oppofition, there remained in England many caufes of difcontent, which feemed: 
to menace that kingdom with a fudden revolution. The Norman barons, who 
generally poflefied large eftates both in England and in their own country, were 
unealy at the feparation of thefe territories ; and forefaw, that, as it would be im- 
poffible for them to preferve long their allegiance to two matters, they muft ne=- 
ceffarily refign either their antient property, or their new. acquifitions *; Robert’s 
title tothe dutchy they efteemed inconteftible ; his claim to the kingdom plau- 
fible; and they all defired that this prince, who alone had any pretenfions to: 
unite thefe territories, fhould be put in poffeffion of both. A comparifon alfo. 
of the perfonal. qualities of thefe two princes, led them to give the preference. 
to the elder. The duke was brave, open,, fincere, generous; and even his pre-. 
dominant faults, his. extreme indolence and facility, were not difagreeable to thofe- 
haughty: barons; who affected independance, and fubmitted with reluctance toa 
rigorous adminiftration in their fovereign, The King, tho’ equally brave as. 
his brother, was violent, haughty, tyrannical ;- and-feemed difpofed to govern: 
more by the fear than by. the love of his people +, Odo, bifiiop of Baieux, and 
Robert earl of Mortaigne, maternal brothers of the Conqueror, envying the creat: 
credit of Lanfranc, which. was. increafed by his late fervices; enforced all thefe. 
motives with their partizans, and-engaged them in a formal confpiracy to dethrone. 
the King f. They communicated their. defign to. Euftace, count of Bologne, . 
Roger earl.of Shrewfbury and Arundel, Robert de Belefme, his eldeft fon, Wil- 
liam bifhop of Durham, Robert de Moubray, Roger Bigod, Hugh de Grentmef. 
nil; and they. eafily procured the affent of thefe potent noblemen. The con{pi- 
rators, retiring to their caftles, haftened to put themfelves in a military pofture ; . 
and expecting to be foon fupported: by a powerful army. from Normandy, they. 
had already begun hoftilities in many places ||; 

Tue King, fenfible of his perilous fituation, endeavoured to engage the af-- 
fections of the native Englith; and as that people were now fo thoroughly fub- 
dued that they no longer afpired to. the recovery of their antient liberties, and: 
were contented with the profpe@ of fome mitigation in the tyranny of the Nor- 
man princes, they zealoufly embraced: William’s. caufe, Upon: receiving fome.. 
general promifes of good treatment, and of: enjoying the licence of hunting in the 
royal forefts §. The King was foon in-a fituation of taking the field; and as he 


* Order. Vitalis, p. 656. ; + W. Malmef..p. 120. Order. Vitalis, 666. 
t Hoveden, p. 461. Sim. Dunelm, p. 214. Diceto, p..489. 
| Chron. Sax, p, 193, Hoveden, p, 461. M. Paris, Pp. Io. 

§ Chron. Sax, p. 194. W. Malmef. p.1z0. H. Hunt 372 


, . Hoveden, p. 461. Chron. W. 
Slemingford, p. 462. Sim, Dunelm, p. 414. Alur. Beverl, Pp. 137 
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Knew the danger of delay, he fuddenly marched into Kent; where his uncles had’ 
already taken poffeffion of the fortreffes of Pevenfey and Rochefter, Both thefe 
places, he fucceffively reduced by famine; and tho” he was prevailed on by the 


earl of Chefter, William: de Warrenne, and Robert Fitz’ Hamon; who had em- 


braced his eaufe, to-fpare the lives of the rebels, he confifcated all their eftates,. 
and banifhed’ them the kingdom *. ‘This advantage rendered his negociations” 
more fuccefsful with: Roger earl of Shrewfbury, whom he detached from the: 


confederates +; and as his powerful fleet, joined to the indolent temper of Ro- 


bert, prevented the arrival of the Norman fuccours f; all the other r-bels found: 


no refource but in flight or fubmiffion: Some of them received a pardon; but 
the greater’ part were confifcated ; and the King beftowed their eftates on the 
Norman barons,. who-had remained faithful to him |), 


WitiiaM, freed from the danger of this infurrection, took little care of ful- 
filling his promifes.to the Englifh, who ftill found themfelves expofed to the 
fame oppreffions, which they had undergone,during the reign of the Conqueror, 
and which were rather augmented by the violent, impetuous temper of the pre- 
fent' monarch. The death of Lanfranc, who-had retained great influence over 
him, gave.foon after a full career to his tyranny ; and all orders: of men found 
reafon to complain of am arbitrary and illegal adminiftration §. Even the pri- 
vileges of the church; which were held very facred in thofe days, were a feeble 
rampart againft’ his ufurpations.|.. He ferzed the temporalities of all the vacant 
bifhoprics and abbies ; he delayed the appointing fucceffors to thofe dignities, 
that he might the longer enjoy the profits of their revenue ; he beftowed fome of 
the church-lands in property on his-captains and favourites ;- and he openly put to 
fale fuch fees.and abbies as: he thought proper to difpofe of: Tho’ the murmurs 
of the ecclefiaftics, which were quickly propagated to the nation, rofe high againft 
this grievance, the terror of William’s authority, confirmed by the fuppreffion of 
the late infurrections, retained every one in fubjection, and preferved a general 
tranquillity in England,. 


THE King even thought himfelf enabled to difturb his brother in the poffef- 
fion of Normandy. The loofe and negligent adminiftration of that prince. had 
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emboldened the Norman. barons to affect an. independency in their government $ Normandy. . 


* Chron. Sax. p. 195. Order. Vital. p. 668. + W. Malm. p. 120. M. Paris, p.1o, 

t, Chron. Sax, p..194. W. Malm. p.12!.. Annsl. Waverl. p. 136. 

| H. Hunt. p. 372. § W. Malm. .p. 122, 123. 4+,Eadmer, p. 14. M. Paris, p. 11. 
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and their mutual quarrels ate: devaftations had rendered that whole territory a 
fcene of violence and outrage *. Two of them, Walter and Odo, were bribed 
by William to deliver the bets of St. Valori and Albemarle into his hands +: 
Others foon after imitated the example; while Philip, King of France, who 
ought to have pr otecéted his vafial in Aa polsioni of his fief, was, arter MANNE 
fome efforts in his favour, engaged by large prelents to remain n¢ Mest Th 
duke had alfo reafon to apprehend danger from the intrigues of his brothe 
Henry. This young prince, who had inherited nothing of his father’s great 
poffeffions but fome of his money, had furnifhed Robert, while he was making 
his preparations againft Iengland, with the fum of three thoufand marks; and 
in return for fo flender a fupply, had been put in poffeffion of the Cotentin, which 
comprehended near a third of the dutchy of Normandy |. Robert afterwards 
upon fome fufpicion threw him into prifon; but finding himfelf expofed to in- 
vafion from the King of England, and dreading the conjunétion of the two bro- 
thers againft him, he now gave Henry his liberty, and even made ufe of his af- 
Sience in fuppreffing the infurrections of his aan eee fubjeéts. Conan, a rich 
burgefs of Rotien, had entered intoa con{piracy to deliver that city to William ; 
but Henry, on the detection of his guilt, carried up the traitor to a high tower, 
and with his own hands flung him from the battlements §. 


Tue King appeared i in Normandy at the head of an army ; and affairs feemed 
to have come to extremity between the brothers; when the nobility on both 
fides, ftrongly connected by intereft and: alliances, interpofed and precured an 
accommodation. ‘The immediate advantage of this treaty accrued to William, 
who obtained poffeffion of the territory of Eu, the towns of Aumale, Fefcamp, 
and other places: But in return he promifed, that he would affift his*brother in 
fubduing Maine, which had rebelled; and that the Norman barons, forfeited in 
Robert’s caufe, fhould be reftored to their eftatesin England. The two brothers 
alfo ftipulated, that on the demife of either without iffue, the furvivor fhould 
inherit all his dominions; and twelve of the moft powerful barons on each fide 
{wore, that they would employ their power to infure the effectual execution of the 
whole treaty |: A ftrong proof of the great independance and authority of the 
nobles in thofe ages! 


w£9 Vital. p. 672. + Chron. Sax. p. 196. ‘W. Malm. p. 121. Hoveden, p. 462, 
{ Chron, Sax. p. 196. W. Malm, p. 121. Chron. Abb; St. Petri de Burgo, p. 53. 
T, Rudb, p. 263. W. Gemet. p.293. Order. Vitalis, p. 66s. 
Order. Vital. p. 690. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 197. W.Malm.*p.121.  Hoveden, p- 452. M. Paris, p. 1. Annal. 
Waverl. p» 137, W, Heming. p. 463, Sim. Dunelm, p. 216. Brompton, p. 986, 


Pamncs 






























pa 





~~ the 


ee oe eae! ee alae ey 


a Ps me ‘ 
Sees. tes a A a 


4 a A a ee 
. 


a 


a4 —— lla 
- _ 
> teen and 
Li... 
o, 
J 
“2S 


WILLIAM RUFUS, 207 


Paince Henry, difgufted, that fo little care had been taken of his interefts 
sn this accommodation, retired to St. Michael’s Mount, a {trong fortrefs on the 
coaft of Normandy, and infefted the neighbourhood with his incurfions *, Ro- 
bert and William with their joint forces befieged him in this place, and had nearly 
reduced him by the fcarcity of water ; when the elder, hearing of his diftrefs, 
granted him permiffion to fupply himfelf, and alfo fent him fome pipes of wine 
for his own table. Being reproved by William for this ill-timed generofity, he 
replied, What! hall I fuffer my brother to die with thirft? Where fhall we find 
another, when be is get? The King alfo, during this fiege, performed an 
act of generofity, which was lefs fuitable to his character. Riding out one day 
alone to take a furvey of the fortrefs, he was attacked by two foldiers, and dif- 
mounted. “One of them drew his fword in order to difpatch him; when the 
King exclaimed, Hold Knave! I am the King of England. ‘The foldicr fufpended 
his blow ; and raifing the King from the ground, with expreffiogs of refpect, re- 
ceived a handfome reward, and was taken into his fervice {. Prince Henry was 
foon after obliged to capitulate ; and being. defpoiled of all his dominions, wan- 
dered about for fome time, with very few attendants, and often in great poverty. 


Tue continued inteftine difcord among the barons alone was in that age de- 
ftructive: The public wars were commonly fhort and feeble, produced little 
bloodfhed, and were attended with no memorable event. Tothis Norman war, 
, was fo foon concluded, there fucceeded hoftilities with Scotland, which 


whicl 
were of no longer duration. Robert here commanded his brother’s army, and 


obliged Malcolm to accept of peace and to do homage to the crown of Eng- 
Jand |... “This peace was not more durabie, Malcolm, two years after, levyihg 
an army, invaded England; and aftcr ravaging Northumberland, he laid fiege 
to Alnwic, where a party of ear! Moubray’s troops falling upon him by furprize, 
a fharp ation enfued, in which Malcolm. was flain§. This incident disjointed 
for fome years the fucceffion to the Scottifh crown. Tho’ Malcolm left legi- 
timate fons, his brother, Donald, on account of the youth of thefe princes, was 
advanced to the throne; but kept not long pofleffion of the royal dignity. Dun- 
can, natural fon of Malcolm, formed a confpiracy againft him; and being af- 


* Chron. de Mailr. -—p. 16r. 
W. Malm. p. 124. T.Rudborne, p. 264. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 53. 

W. Malm. p. 121. T. Rudborne, p. 263. Knyghton, p. 2359- 

Hoveden, p. 402. Chron. de Mailr. p. 161. M, 
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fifted by William with a {mall force, made himfelf mafter of the kingdom *, 
New broils enfued with Normandy. The frank, open, remifs temper of Robert 
was ill fitted to withftand the interefted, rapacious charaGter of William, who, 
being fupported by greater power, was ftill encroaching on his brother’s poffef- 
fions, and exciting his turbulent barons to’ rebellion againft him +. The King 
having gone over to Normandy to fupport his partizans, ordered an army of 
twenty thoufand men to be levied in England, and to be conducted to the fea- 
coalt, as if they were inftantly to be embarked. Hére Ralph Lambard, the King’s 
minifter, and the chief inftrument of his extortions, exacted ten fhillings a- piece 
from them, in lieu of their fervice, and then difmiffed them into their feveral 
counties~. This money was fo fkilfully employed by William, that it rendered 
him better fervice than he could have expected from the army. He engaged the 
‘French King by new prefents || to depart from the protection of Robert; and 
he daily bribed the Norman barons to defert his fervice §: But was prevented 
from pufhing his advantages againft the duke, by an incurfion of the Welth, 
which obliged him to return into England 4+. He found no difficulty to repel 
the.enemy ; but was not able to make any conliderable impreffion on a country, 
guarded by its mountainous fituation. A con{piracy of his own barons, which 
was detected at this time, appeared a more ferious concern, and engroffed all his at- 
tention, Robert Mowbray, earl of Northumberland, was at the head of this com- 


bination ; and he engaged in it the count d’Eu, Richard de Tunbrige, Roger de 
Lacey, and many others. The purpofe of the confpirators was to dethrone the 


King, and to advance in hig ftead, Stephen, count of Aumale, nephew to the 


Conqueror *, William’s expedition prevented the defign from taking effea, 
and difconcerted the confpirators, Mowbray made fome refiftance ; but being 
made prifoner, was forfeited, and thrown into confinement, where he died about 
thirty years after +. The count d’Eu denied his concurrence in the plot ; and to 
juttify himfelf, fought in the prefence of the court at Windfor, a duel with Geof- 
frey Bainard, who accufed him. But being worfted in the combat, he was con- 
demned to be caftrated, and to have his cyes put ont {. William de Alderi, 


* Chron, Sax. p. 199. Hoveden, p..463. 

t+ M. Paris, p. 12. Annal. Waverl, p. 138, 

f Chron. Sax. p. 201, H. Hunt. P. 373. M. Paris, p.12. W. Heming. p. 465. Sim. Du- 
nelm, p. 220. | Chron. Sax. p. 201, Annal, Waverl. p- 139. 

§ Hoveden, p. 464. + Chron. Sax. p. 201. W. Fleming, p. 46s, 

* Hoveden, p. 465. Sim. Dun, ee | ee | 

+ Chron. Sax, p. 20, 203. W. Malmef. p. 124, H, Hunt, P+ 373- Annal, Waverl. p. 139. 

+ W. Malm. p, 124. Hoveden, p. 466, 
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another confpirator, was fuppofed: to be treated with more rigor, when’he was Cha, v. 
fentenced to be hanged *, 1096. 
Bur the noife of thefe petty wars and commotions was quite funk in the tu- 71. cv. 
mult of the Crufades, which now engrofied the attention of all Europe, and fades. 
have ever fince employed the curiofity of mankind, as the moft ficnal and moft 
curable: monument of hutnan folly, that has yet appeared in any age or nation. 
After Mahomet had, by means of his pretended revelations, United the d ( 
Arabians under one head, they iffued forth from their defarts in oreat multitudes ; 
and being animated with zeal for their new religion, and fupported by the vigor 
of-their new government; they made deep impreffions on the eaftern empire, 
which was far in the decline, with regard both to military difcipline and to civil 
policy. Jerufalem, by its firuation, became one of their moft early conquefts ; 
_and the chriftians had the mortification to fee the holy fepulchre, and the other 
places, made famous by the prefence of their religious founder, fallen into the 
poffeffion of infidels. “But the Arabians or Saracens Were fo employed in military 
enterprizes, by which they fpread their .emire, in a few years, from the banks 
of the Ganges to the ftraits of Gibraltar, that they had no leifure for theological 
controverfy; and though the alcoran, the original monument of their faith, feems 
to contain fome violent precepts, they wefe much lefs iafeéted with the {pirit of 
bigotry and profecution than the fpeculative Greeks, who were'c ntinually re- 
fining on the feveral articles of their religious fyftem. They gave little diftur- 
bance to thofe zealous pilgrims, who daily flocked to Jerufalem ; and they allowed 
every man, after paying a moderate tribute, to vifit the holy fepulchre, to per- 
form his religious duties; and to return in peace. But the Turcomans or Turks, 
a tribe of Tartars, who had embraced Mahometanifm, having wrefted Syria from 
the Saracens, and having in the year 1065, made themfelves mafters of Jerufa- 
Jem, rendered the pilgrimage much more difficult and dangerous to the Chri- 
ftians. The barbarity of their manners, and the confufions attending their un 
fettled government, expofed the pilgrims to many infults, robberies, and ex- 
tortions; and thefé zealots, returning from their meritorious fatigues, and 
fufferings, filled all Chriftendom with indignation againft the infidels, who 
profaned the holy city by their prefence, and derided the facred myfteries in 
the very place of their completion. Gregory VII. among thé other vaft ideas, 
which he etitertained, had formed the defign of uniting all the weftern Chri- 
ftians againft: the: Mahometatisy but his exorbitant enterprizes againft the civil 
power of princes, had created him fo many enemies, and had rendered his 
ichemes. fo fufpicious, that he was not able to make great progrefs in this under- 
| x * Chron, Sax. p. 204, . 
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taking. The work was referved for a meaner inftrument, whofe low conditiorr 


expofed him to no jealouly, and whofe folly | was well calculated. to- coincide with: 


the prevailing principles of the times. 

Perer, commonly called the Hermit,. a native of Amiens in Picardy, hat 
made the pilgrimage to Jerufalem ;. and being deeply affected with the dangers,. 
to which that act of piety now ex pofed the Pilorims, as well. as with the inftances: 
of oppreffion, under which the eaftern Chriftians, Taboured, he entertained the. 
bold, and in all appearance, impracticable project of leading i into Afia, from the 
fartheft extremities of the weft, armies fufficient to fubdue diets potent and. war- 
like nations, which now held the holy land in flavery and fubjection *.. “He pro-- 
pofed his views to Martin II. who filled the papal chair, and who, fee he was» 
fenfible of the advantages, which the head’ of the Chriftian religion muft reap. 
from a religious war, and tho’ he efleemed the blind zeal of Peter a proper means: 
for effecting the purpofe +, refolved. not to interpofe his authority, till he faw’a. 
greater probability of fuccefs. He fummoned a council at Placentia, which con- 
fifted of four thoufand ecclefiaftics and thirty thoufand feculars; and which was. 
fo numerous, that no: hall could contain the multitude,. and it was neceflary to 
hold the affembly in a plain. ‘The harangues of the pope, and of Peter himéfelf,. 
reprefenting the difmal fituation of their brethren in the eaft, and. the indignity, 
fuffered by the Chriftian name, in allowing the holy city to remain in the hands of 
the infidels, here found the minds of men fo well prepared, that the whole multj-- 
tude, as if actuated by a fupernatural inftinct, declared for the war, and folemnly 
devoted themfelves to perform this fervice, fo meritorious, as they believed it, to- 
wards God and religion. ; 

Bur though Italy feemed thus to have embraced zealoufly the defign, Martin: 
juftly thought, that, in order to infure fuccefs, it was neceffary to inlift the 
greater and more warlike nations in the fame engagement; and having exhorted: 
Peter previoufly to vifit the chief cities and fovereigns of Chriftendom, he fum- 
moned another council at Clermont in Auvergne t. The fame of this great and: 
pious defign, being now univerfally diffufed, procured the attendance of the 
greateft prelates, nobles, and princes; and when the Pope and the hermit re- 
newed their pathetic exhortations, the whole aflembly,.as if impelled by an im- 
mediate infpiration, not moved by their preceding impreffions, exclaimed with. 
one voice, [t-is the will of God, It is the will of God:: Words deemed fo me- 
morable, and fo much the refult of a divine influence; that they. were employed 


* Gul. Tyrius, lib. 1. cap. 11. M. Paris, p. 17. + Gul. Tyrius, lib. 1. cap. 13. 
t Concil. tom. 10. Concil. Clarom. Matsh. Paris, p. 16. M. Wett. ee 233. 
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| asthe fignal of rendezvous and battle in all the future exploits of thefe adventurers *. 
Bs) Men of all ranks flew to arms with the utmoft ardor, and an exterior fymbol too, 
hi a circumftance of chief moment, was here chofen by the devoted combatants. The 
a. fign of the crofs, which had been hitherto fo much revered among Chriftians, and 
which, the more it was an object of reproach among infidels, was the more paf- 
fionately cherifhed by them, became the badge of union, and was affixed to their 
right fhoulder, by all who inlifted themfelves in this facred warfare = 

Europe was at this time funk intoa profound ignorance and fuperftition: The 
. ecclefiaftics had acquired the greateft afcendant over the human mind: The peo- 
, ple, who, being little reftrained by honour and lefs by law, abandoned themfelves 
ie to the greateft crimes and diforders, knew of no other expiation than the obfer- 
. vances impofed on them by their fpiritual paftors : And it was eafy to reprefent 
the holy war as an equivalent for all pennances {, and an atonement for every vio- 
lation of juftice or humanity. But amidft the abject fuperftition, which now 
prevailed, the military fpirit alfo had univerfally diffufed itfelf ; and though not 
fupported by art or difcipline, was become tHe general paffion of the nations, go- 
verned by the feudal law. All the great lords poffeffed the right of peace and war: 
They were engaged in continual hoftilities with each other: The open country 
was become a fcene of outrage and diforder: The cities, which were ftill mean and 
poor, were neither guarded by walls, nor protected by privileges, and were ex- 
pofed to each infult: Every man was obliged to depend for fafety on his own force, 
or his private alliances: And valor was the only excellence, which was held in 
eftcem, or gave one man the pre-eminence above another. When all the particu- 
lar fuperftitions, therefore, were here united in one great object, the ardour for 
private hoftilities took the fame direction ; and Europe, impelled by its two rul- 
ing paflions, was loofened, as it were, from its foundations, and feemed to pre- 
cipitate itfelf in one united body upon the eaft. 

Aut orders of men, deeming the crufades the only road to heaven, inlifted 
themfelves under thefe facred banners, and were impatient to open the way with 
their {word to the holy city. Nobles, artizans, peafants, even priefts | inrolled 
their names; and to decline this meritorious fervice was branded with the re- 
Pi proach of impiety, or what perhaps was efteemed ftill more difgraceful, of cow- 
; ardice and pufilanimity |. Ihe infirm and aged contributed to the expedition 
by prefents and money; and many of them, not fatisfied with the merit of this 
atonement, attended it in perfen, and were determined, if poffible, to breathe 





* Hiftoria Bell. Sacri, tom. 1. Mufzi Ital. 

+ Hift, Bell. Sacri, tom. 1, Muf, Ital. Order. Vital. p. 721. 
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their Jaft, in fight of that city where their Saviour had died for them, Women 
themfelves, concealing their fex under the difguife of armour, attended the camp ; 
and commonly forgot ftill more the duty of their fex, by proftituting themfelves, 
without referve, to the army *.. The greatef{t criminals were forward in a fervice, 
which they regarded as a propitiation for all crimes; and the moft enormous dif. 
orders were, during the courfe of thefe expeditions, committed by men enured to 
wickedneis, encouraged by example, and impelled. by neceflity. The multitude 
of the adventurers foon became fo great, that their more fagacious leaders, Hugh 
count de Vermandois, brother to the French King, Raymond count of Tholoufe, 
Godfrey of Boulogne, prince of Brabant, and Stephen count of Blois +, became 
apprehenfive left the greatnefs of the-armament itfelf would difappoint its_purpofe ; 
and they permitted an undifciplined multitude, computed at 300,000 men, to go 
before them under the command of Peter the Hermit,. and, Walter the Moneylefst. 
Thefe men took the road towards Conftantinople thro’ Flungary and Bulgari 


a3 
and trufting, that heaven, by fupernatural affiftance, would fupply all ¢l 


eir necef- 


fities, they made no provifion for fubfiftence on their march. They foon found . 
themfelves obliged to obtain by plunder what they had vainly expected from mira- 
cles ; and the enraged inhabitants of the countries thro’ which they paffed, gather- 
ing together in arms, attacked the diforderly multitude, and put the 
vithout refiftance. The more difciplined armies followed after, 


m to flaughter 


and paffing over 
the ftraits at Conftantinople, they were muftered in the plains of Afia, and 


amounted in the whole to the number 700,000 combatants J). 


Amipst this univerfal madnefs, which fpread itfelf by contagion throughout 
all Europe, efpecially in France and Germany, men were not entirely forgetful 
of their prefent interefts; and both thofe who-went on this expedition, and thofe 
who ftaid behind, entertained fchemes of gratifying, by its means, their avarice 
or their ambition. The nobles who inlifted themfclves* were moved, by the ro- 
mantic {pirit of the age, to hope for opulent eftablifhments in the eaft, the chief 
feat of arts and commerce during thofe ages; and in purfuit of thefe chimerica] 
projects, they fold at the loweft price their antient caftles and inheritances, which 
had now loft all value in their eyes. The greater princes, who remained at home, 
befides eftablifhing peace in their dominions by giving occupation abroad to the 
inquietude and martial difpofition of their fubjeéts, took the Oppottunity of an- 
nexing to their crown many confiderable fiefs, either by purchafe or by the ex- 
tinction of the heirs. The Pope frequently turned the zeal of the crufades from 
the infidels againft his own enemies, whom- he reprefented as equally criminal 


* Vertot Hift. de Chev. de Malte, vol. 1, p. 46. 


+ Sim. Dunelm, p. 222. 
{ Matth. Paris, p. 17. 
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with the enemies of Chrift. The convents and other religious focieties bought 
the poffeffions of ‘the adventurers ; and as the contributions of the faithful were 
commonly entrafted to their management, they often diverted to this purpofe 
what was intended to be employed againft the infidels *, But no one was a more 
immediate gainer by this epidemic fury than the King of England, who Kept 
aloof from all connexions with thofe fanatical and romantic warriors. 

Rosert, duke of Normandy, impelled by the bravery and miftaken eenero- 
fity of his fpirit, had early inlifted himéelf in the crufade; but being always un- 
proviced of money, he found, that it would be impracticable for him to appear, 
in a manner fuitable to his rank and ftation, at the head of his numerous vafials 
and fubjects, who, tranfported with the general rage, were determined to follow 
him into Afia, He refolved, therefore, to mortgage or rather to fell his domi- 
nrons, which he had not talents to govern; and he offered them to his brother 
William,. for no greater fum than ten thoufand marks +. The bargain was foon 
concluded : The King raifed the money’ by violent extortions.on his fubjects of 
all ranks, even on the convents, who were obliged to melt their plate in order to 
furnifh the quota demanded of them {: He was put in poffeffion of Normandy 
and Maine’: And Robert, providing himfelf of a magnificent train, fet out for 
the holy land, in purfuit of glory, and, as -he believed, in full affurance of fe- 
- curing his eternal falvation. 

Tue fmallnefs of this fum, with the difficult: es which William found in raifing 
it, fuffices alone to refute the accaunt, which is heedlet isly adopted by iltoNaas: 
of the enormous revenue of the Conqueror. Is it eredible, that Robert would 
confign ‘into the rapacious hands of his brother fuch confiderable dominions, for 
afum, which, according to that account, made not a week’s income of his  fa- 
ther’s treafury ? Or that he-King of England could not on demand; without op- 
preffins his:fabyects, have been able to pay him the money? The Conqueror, it 
is agreed, «was frugal as well as rapacious; and yet his treafure, at his death, ex- 
ceeded not 60,000 pounds, which would have been no more than his income for 
two months: another certain refutation of that exaggerated account. 

Tue fury of the crufades, during this age, lefs infeed England than the 
neighbouring kingdoms ; probably becaufe the Norman conquerors, finding their 
fettlement in tha: ante {till fomewhat precarious, dared not to abandon their 
own noufes, in queit of diftant adventures. The felfifh interefted humour alfo 


* Padre Paolo Hilt. delle benef. ecclefiait. p: 128 | 
+ W. Malm. p. 123. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 24. Annal. Waverl. p.139. .W. Heming. p. 467. 
Flor. Wig. p. 648 Sim. Dunelm. p. 222. Knygiton, p. 2364. 
t Shag p. 35. W. Malm. p.i23. W.ddeming, p. 467. 
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of the King, which kept him from kindling in the general flame, checked its pro- 
grefs among his fubjects ; and as he is accufed of open profanenefs *, and was 
endowed with a fharp wit +, It 1s likely that he mace the romantic chivalry of 
the crufades the object of his perp-tual ridicule. As an inftance of his irre‘igion, 
we are told, that he once accepted of fixty marks from a Jew, whofe elde& fon 
had been converted to Chriftianity, and who engaged him by that prefent to affitt 
him in bringing back the youth to Judaifm. Wiiliam employed both menaces 
and perfuafion to that purpofe, but finding the new convert ebftinate in his 
faith, he fent for the father, and told him, that as he had not fucceeded, it was 
not juft that he fhould keep the prefent , but as he had done his utmoft, it was 
but equitable that he fhould be paid for his pains; and he would therefore 
only retain thirty marks of -the money J. At another time, it is faid he fent for 
fome learned Chriftian theologians and fome rabbies, and bade them fairly dif 
pute the queftion of their religion in his prefence: He was perfcctly indifferent 
between them, had his ears open to reafon and conviction, and would embrace that 
doctrine, which upon comparifon fhould te found fupported by the moft folid 


arguments}. If this ftory be true, it is probable that he meant only to amufe 


Quarrel with 


Anfelm, 
primate, 


the 


himfelf by turning both into ridicule: But we muft be cautious of admitting 
every thing related by the monkifh hiftorians to the difadvantage of this prince: 
He had the misfortune to be engaged-in quarrels with the ecclefiaftics, particularly 
with Anfelm, commonly called St. Anfelm, archbifhop of Canterbury ; and it is 
no wonder his memory fhould be blackenéd by the hiftorians of that order. 


Arter the death of Lanfranc, the King, for feveral years, retained in his own 
hands the revenues of Canterbury, as well as thofe of many other vacant bifhop- 
rics ; but falling into a dangerous illnefs, he was feized with remorfe, and the 
clergy reprefented to him, that he was in danger of eternal perdition, if before 
his death he did not make atonement for thofe multiplied impieties and facrileges, 
of which he had been guilty §. He refolved therefore to fupply inftantly the va- 
cancy of Canterbury ; and for that purpofe, he fent for Anfelm, a Piedmontefe 
by birth, abbot of Bec in Normandy, who was much celebrated for his learning 
and devotion. ‘The abbot refufed earneftly the dignity, fell on his knees, wept, 
and entreated the King to change his purpofe |; and when he found the prince 
obftinate in forcing the paftoral ftaff upon him, he kept his fift fo faft clenched, 
that it required the utmoft violence of the byftanders to open it, and force him 


* G. Neubr. p. 358. W.Gemet. p. 292. + Malm. p. 122. : 

} Eadmer, p. 47. || W. Malm. p. 123. 

§ Eadmer, p. 16, Chron. Sax. p. 198. H. Hunt. p. 373. Hoveden, p. 463. M. Paris, p. 12. 
Annal. Waverl. p, 138. T. Radb. p. 264. « Flor. Wigorn. p. 645. Sim. Dunelm. p. 217. Di- 
ceto, p. 490. 4 Eadmer, p.17. Diceto, p. 494. 
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to receive that enfign of fpiritual. dignity *, William foon after recovered his Chap. V, 


health ; and his paffions regaining their ufval ftrength and vigour, he returned to 
his former violence and rapine +. He retained in prifon feveral perfons whom 
he had ordered to be freed during the time of his penitence ; he {till preyed upon 
the ecclefiaftical benefices ; the fale of fpiritual dignities continued as open as 
ever ; and he retained poffeflion of a confiderable part of the revenues belonging 
to the fee of Canterbury {, But he found in An‘elm that perfevering oppofi- 
tion, which he had reafon to expect from the oftentatious humility, which that 
prelate had employed in refufing his promotion. 


THe oppofition of Anfelm was the more dangerous On account of the charac- 
ter of piety, which he foon acquired in England, by his great zeal againit all 
abufes, particularly thofe in drefs and ornament. There was a mode, which, in 
that age, prevailed throughout Europe, both among men and women, to sive 
an enormous length to their fhoes, to draw the toe to a fharp point, and to affix 
to it the ‘figure of a bird’s bill, or fome fuch ornament, which was turned up- 
wards, and which was often fuftained by gold or filver chains tied to the knee f. 
The ecclefiaftics took exception at this ornament, which, they faid, was an at- 
tempt to bely the fcripture, where it is afirmed, that no man can add a cubit to 
his ftature ; and they declaimed againi{t it with great vehemence, nay affembled 
fome fynods, who abjolutely condemned it. But fuch are the ftrange contradic- 
tions in human nature! tho’ the clergy, at that time, could overturn thrones, 
and had authority fuficient to fend above a million of men on ¢beir errand to the 
defarts of Afia, they never could prevail againft thefe long-pointed fhoes: On 
the contrary, that caprice, contrary to all other modes, maintained its ground 
during feveral centuries ; and if the clergy had not at laft cefifted from their per-. 
fecutions of it, it might {till have been the prevailing fafhion in Europe. : 

But Anfelm was more fortunate in decrying the particular mode, which was 
the objeé&t of his averfion, and which probably had not taken fuch faft hold of the 
affections of the people. He preached zealoufly againft the long hair and curled 
locks, which were then fafhionable among the courtiers; he refufed the afhes on 
Afh-Wednefday to thofe who were fo accoutered; and his authority and elo- 
quence had fuch influence, that the young men univerfally abandoned that orna- 
ment, and appeared in the cropt hair, which was recommended to them by the fer- 
mons of the primate. The noted hiftorian of Anfelm, who was alfo his companion 
and fecretary, celebrates highly this effort of his zeal and picty §. 


* Eadmer, p. 18. + H. Hunt, p. 373.  M- Paris, p.12, Dicet>, p. 494. 
} Eadmer, p. 19, 43. Chron. Sax, Pp. 199. | Order. Vital. p. 682. W. Malmef, 
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Wuewn William’s profanenefs therefore returned to him with his health, he 
was foon engaged in controverfies with this auftere prelate: ‘There wis at that 
time.a {chifm in the church, between Urban and Clement, who both pretended 
to the papacy *; and Anfelm, who, as abbot of Bec, had already acknowledged 
the former, was determined, without the King’s confent, to introduce His autho- 
rity into England +. “William, who, imitating his father’s example, iad pro- 
hibited his fubjects from recognizing any Pope, whom he had not prevbufly’ re- 
ceived, was enraged at this pretenfion ; and fummoned a fynod at Roctingham, 
with an intention of depofing Anielm; but that prelate’s fuffragans declaed, thar, 
without the papal authority, they knew of no expedient for inflicting thit cenfure 
On their primate f. The King was. at laft engaged by other motives to give the 
preference to Urban’s title; Anfelm received the pall from that pontiff ; ind mat- 


ters feemed to be tolerably compofed between the King and the primate}; when 


the quarrel broke out afrefh from.a new caufe. | William had undertaken an expe- 
dition againit Wales, and required the archbifhop to furnifh his quota ¢ foldiers 
for that fervice; but Anfelm, who regarded the demand as an oppreffion on the 
church, and yet durft not refufe compliance, fent them fo miferably «quipped, 
that the King was extremely difpleafed, and threatened him with a profcution §, 
Anfelm, on the other hand, demanded politively, that all the revenues >f his {ee 
fhould be reftored to him; appealed to Rome againft the King’s injuftic 5 and 


ailairs came to fuch extremities, that the primate, finding it dangerous © remain 
in the kingdom, defired the King’s permiffion to retire beyond fea, Allhis tem- 


poralities were confifcated *; but he was received with great refpe& by Urban, 


who confidered him as a martyr in the caufe of religion, and even meraced the 


King, on account of his proceedings againft the primate and the chutch, with 
the fentence of excommunication, -Anfelm afiifted at the council of Bar, where, 
befides fixing the controverfy between the Greek and Latin churches, aout the 
procelfion of the Holy Ghoft+, the right of election to chutch-preferments was 
declared to belong to the Clergy alone, and {fpiritual cenfures. were dtnounced 
againit ail ecclefiaftics, wwho cid homage. to laymen for their fees. or benefices, 
and on all laymen who exaéted it t. The right of homage, by the feudalcuftoms, 
was, that the vaflal fhould throw himfelf on. his: knees, fhould put lis joined 
hands between thofe of his fuperior, and fhould in that pofture fwearfealty to 


him |. But the council declared it execrable, that pure hands, whith could 

* Hoveden, p. 463. + Eadmer, p. 25. M. Paris, p. 13. Diceto, P- 49. Spelm. 
Conc. vol. 2. p. 16. _ _.f Eadmer, p, 30. _ || Diceto, p. 4oc. § Eadmer, p37, 43s 
4+ Eadmer, p. 40. ~ * M. Paris, p. 13. Parker, p. op ae tT Eadmer, p49. M. 
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_ ereate God, and could offer him up as a facrifice for the falvation of mankind, 


fhould be put, after this humiliating manner, between profane hands, which, be- 


"fides being enured to rapine and bloodthed, were employed day and night in im- 


pure purpofes and obfcene contacts *. Such were the reafonings prevalent in that 
age; realonings, which, tho’ they cannot be paffed over in filence, without omit- 
ting the moft curious and, perhaps, not the leaft inftructi¥e part of hiftory, can 
{carce be delivered with the requifite decency and gravity. 


Tue ceffion of Normandy and Maine by duke Robert increafed mightily the 
King’s territories; but brought him no great increafe of power, becaufe of the 
unfettled {tate of thefe countries, the mutinous difpofition of the barons, and the 
near neighbourhood of the French King, ‘who fupported them in all their infur- 
rections. Even Helie, lord of la Fleche, a fmall town in Anjou, was able to 
give him inquietude ; and this great monarch was obliged to make feveral expe- 
ditions abroad, without being able to prevail over fo petty a baron, who had ac- 
quired the confidence and affections of the inhabitants of Maine. He was, how- 
ever, fo fortunate, as at laft to. take him prifoner in a rencounter; but having 
releafed him, at the interceffion of the French King and the count d’Anjou, he 
found the province of Maine ftill expofed to his intrigues and incurfions. Helie, 
being introduced by the citizens into the town of Mans, befieged the garrifon in 
the citadel ; and William, who was hunting in the new foreft, when he received 
this intelligence, was fo provoked, that he immediately turned about his horfe’s 
head, and galloped to the fea-fhore at Dartmouth; declaring, that he would not 
{top a moment, till he had taken vengeance for this offence. He found the wea- 
ther fo cloudy and tempeftuous, that the mariners declared it dangerous to put to 
fea ; but the King hurried on board, and ordered them to fet fail ; telling them, 
that they never yet heard of 4 King that was drowned +... By this vigour and 
celerity, he delivered the citadel of Mans from its prefent danger; and purfuing 
Helie into his own territories, he laid fiege to Majol, a fmall caftle in thofe parts: 
But a wound, which he received in the affault, obliged him to raife the fiege ; 
and he returned to England. 

Tue weaknefs of the greateft monarchs, during this age, in their military ex- 
peditions againft their neareft neighbours, appears the more furprifing, when we 
confider the prodigious numbers, which even petty princes, feconding the enthu- 
fiaftic rage of the people, were able to. aflembie, and to conduct in dangerous 


* W. Heming. p. 467. Fior. Wigorn, p. 649. Sim. Dunelm. p. 224. Brompton, p. 994. 
+ W. Malm. p. 124. H. Hunt. p. 378.. M. Paris, ps 36. Ypod, Neuft.. p, 442. 
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Chap. V. enterprizes to the remote provinces of Afia. William, earl of Poitiers and duke~ 
119% of Guyenne, enflamed with the glory, and not difcouraged by: the misfortunes, 
which had attended the former adventurers in the crufaces, had put himfelf at the 
head of an immenfe multitude, computed by fome hiftorians to amount to 60,000 
horfe, and. a much greater number of foot *, and propofed to lead them into the holy 
land againft the indele - He wanted money to forward the preparations requifite 
for this expedition, and he offered to’ mortgage all his dominions to William, with- 
out entertaining any fcruple on account: of that rapacious and iniquitous hand, 
into which he refolved to confign them +. The King accepted-his offer; and had 
prepared a-fleet and an-army,. in. order to efcort the money, and ‘take~poffeffion 
of the rich provinces of Guienne and Poiftou; when an accident put an end to 
his life, and to-all-his ambitious projects. He was engaged in hunting, the fole 
amufement,. and indeed the chief occupation of princes in thofe rude times, when . 
fociety was little cultivated, and the arts afforded few objeéts worthy of attention. 
Walter Tyrrel, a. French gentleman, remarkable for his addrefs in archery, attend- 
ed him-in this recreation, of which the new foreft was the fcene ; andas William 
had difmounted after a chace, Tyrrel, impatient to fhow his dexterity, let fly an 
arrow at a ftag, which fuddenly ftarted before him. ‘Fhe arrow, glancing froma 
tree, ftruck the King in the breaft, and inftantly lew him =; while Tyrrel, with- 
out informing any one of the accident, put fpurs to his horfe, .haftened to the fea- 
fhore, embarked for France, and joined the crufade in an expedition to Jerufalem ; 
a penance which he impofed.on himfelf for this involuntary crime. The body of: 
William was found in the foreft by the country-people, and: was buried without: 
any pomp or ceremony at Winchefter. His courtiers were negligent in perform- 
ing their laft duty to.a mafter who was fo little beloved ;:and every one was too - 
much occupied in the interefting objet of fixing his-fucceffor, to attend the fune-- 
rals of a dead fovercign. . 3 | 
Peet THe memory of this monarch is tranfmitted to us with little advantage-by rhe 
of William churchmen, whom-he had-offended ; and though we may fufpe& in general, that” 
Rufus. their account of. his vices is fomewhat exaggerated, his conduct affords little rea- 
fon for contradicting the character which they have affigned him, or for attri- 
buting to him any very eftimable qualities. He feems to have been a violent and 
tyrannical prince ; a perfidious, encroaching, and dangerous neighbour; an un- 
kind and ungenerous relation. -He was equally: prodigal and rapacious in the 
management of. his treafury ; and if he poffeffed abilitiesy he lay fo much under: 


* W. Malm. p. 149. The whole is faid by Order. Vital. p. 789.: to amount to 300,000 men. 
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the government of impetuous paffions, that he made little ufe of them in his ad- Chap. V. 


miniftration ; and he indulged entirely that domincering policy, which fuited his 
temper, and which, if fupported, as it was in him, with courage and vigor; 
proves often more fuccefsful, in diforderly times, than the deepelt forefight and 
moft refined artifice. = 

THE monuments which remain of this prince in England are the Tower, Wett- 
minfter-hall, and London-bridge, which he built, “The moft laudable foreign 
énterprize which he undertook, was the fending Edgar Atheling, three years be- 
fore his death, into Scotland witha fmall army, to reftore prince Edgar the true 
heir of that kingdom, fon of Malcolm, and of Margaret, fifter of Edgar Athe- 
ling; and the enterprize proved fuccefsful *, It was remarked in that:age, that 
his elder brother, Richard, perifhed by an accident in the new-foreft; Richard, 
his nephew, natural fon of duke Robert, loft his dife in the fame place after the 
fame manner: And’ all men, upon the King’s fate, exclaimed, that as the Con- 

ueror had been guilty of extreme violence, by expelling all the inhabitants of 

that large diftriét, to make room for his game, the. juft vengeance of heaven was 
fignalized, in the fame place, by the flaughter of his pofterity +. Walliam was 
flain in the thirteenth year of his reign, and about the fortieth of hisage{. Ashe 
was never married, he left no legitimate iffue behind him. ; 

In the eleventh year of this reign, Magnus King of Norway, made a defcent 
on the Ifle of Anglefea; but was repulfed by Hugh, earl of Shrewfbury ||. This 
is the laft attempt made by the northern nations againft England. 


* Chron. Sax. p. 206. W.Malm. p.122. Hoveden, p. 466. Chron, Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, 


p. 56. 
+ Hoveden, p. 468. Flor. Wig. p. 649. W. Gemet. p.z96. Sim. Dune'm. p. 225. Bromp- 
ton, p- 999. . 
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oe <I CARRS RTE I. 


The Crufades Acceffion of Henry Marriage of the King In- 
vafion by duke Robert Accommodation with Robert Attack of 
Normandy Conqueft of Normandy Continuation of the quarrel 
with Anfelm, the primate Compromtife. with him Wars abroad 

Death of prince William King’s fecond marriage Death 
and character of Henry. 


Chap. VI, F T ER the adventurers in the holy war were affembled on the banks of the 
Eis Bofphorus, oppofite to Conftantinople, they proceeded on their enterprize; 
The crufades. but immediately experienced thofe difficulties, which their zeal had hitherto con- 
cealed from them, and for which, even if they had forefeen them, it would have 

been almoft impoffible to provide a proper remedy. The Greek Emperor, Alexis 
Comnenus, who had applied to the weftern Chriftians for fuccour againft the Turks, 
entertained hope, and that bura feeble one, of only obtaining fuch a moderate fup- 

ply, as acting under his command, might enable him to repulfe the enemy : But 

he was extremely aftonifhed to fee his dominions overwhelmed, on a fudden, with 

fuch an inundation of licentious barbarians, who, tho’ they pretended friendfhip, 
defpifed his fubjects as unwarlike, and detefted them as heretical. By all the arts 

of policy, in which he excelled, he endeavoured to divert the torrent ; but while 

he employed profeffions, carefles, civilities, and feeming fervices towards the 

leaders of the crufade, he fecretly regarded thofe imperious allies as more dan- 

gerous than the open enemies, by whom his empire had been formerly invaded. 
Having effectuated that difficult point of difembarking them fafely in Afia, he 

entered into a private correfpondence with Soliman, Emperor of the Turks ; 

and practifed every infidious art, which his genius, his power, or his fituation 
enabled him to employ, for difappointing the enterprize, and difcouraging the 

Latins from making thenceforward any fuch prodigious migrations. His dan- 

gerous policy was feconded by the diforders, infeparable from fo vaft a multitude, 

who were not united under one head, and were conduéted by leaders of the moft 
independant, intractable fpirits, unacquainted with military difcipline, and ftilk 

more enemies to civil authority and fubmiffion. The fcarcity of provifions, the 


excefles. 
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exceffes of fatigue, the influence of unknown climates, joined to the want’ of con- 
cert in their operations, and the {word of a warlike enemy, deftroyed the adven- 
turers by thoufands, and would have abated the ardor of men, impelled to war by 
lefs powerful motives. Their zeal, however, their bravery and their irrefiftible 
force ftill carried them forward, and continually advanced them to the preat end 
of their enterprizes. After an obftinate fiege, they took Nice, the feat of the 
Turkifh empire ; they defeated Soliman in two great battles ; they made them- 
felves mafters of Antioch ; and entirely broke the force of the Turks, who had 
fo long retained thefe couiitries in fubjection. The foldan of Egypt, whofe 
alliance they had hitherto courted, recovered, on the fall of the Turkith power, 
his former authority in Jerufalem’; and informed them by his ambaffadors, that, 
if they came difarmed to that city; they might now perform their religious vows, 
and that all Chriftian pilgrims, who fhould thenceforth vifit the holy fepulchre, 
might expect the fame good treatment, which they had ever received from his 
predeceffors. This offer was rejected ; the foldan was required to yield up the 
city to the Chriftians ; and on his refufal,* the champions of the crofs advanced to 
the fiege of Jerufalem, which they regarded as the confummation of their labours: 
By the detachments, which they had made, and the difafters, which they had un- 
dergone, they were diminifhed to the number of twenty thoufand foot, and fifteen 
hundred horfe; but thefe were {till formidable from their valor, their experience, 
and the obedience, which, at the price of paft calamities, they had learned to pay 
to their leaders. After a fiege of five weeks, they took Jerufalem by affault ; and, 


impelled by a mixture of military and religious rage, they put the numerous gar- 


rifon and inhabitants to the {word without diftinétion. Neither arms defended the 


valiant, nor fubmiffion the timorous :. No age nor fex was fpared: Infants on the 


breaft were pierced by the fame blow with their mothers, who implored for mercy + 
Even a multitude, to the number of ten thoufand perfons, who had furrendered 
themfelves prifoners,.and were promifed. quarter, were butchered in cold blood 
by thefe ferocious conquerors*. The ftreets of Jerufalem were covered with 
dead bodies +; and the triumphant warriors, after every enemy. was fubdued and 
flaughtered, immediately turned themfelves, with the fentiments of humiliation 
and contrition, towards the holy fepulchre. They threw afide their arms, ftill 
ftreaming with blood: They advanced with reclined bodies, and naked feet and 
head to that facred monument: They fung anthems to their Saviour who had 
purchafed their falvation by his death and agony : And their devotion, enlivened 
by the prefence of the place where he had fuffered, fo overcame their fury, that 
they diffolved im tears, and bore the appearance of every foft and tender fenti- 


* Vertot, vol. 1. p. 57. + M. Paris, p. 34. Order. Vital. p. 756. Diceto, p. 493. : 
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ment *. So inconfiftent is human nature with itlelf! And fo eafily does the mot 
effeminate fuperftition ally both with the moft heroic courage, and with the fiercett 
barbarity ! 

Tuts great event happened on the fifth of July un the laft-year of the eleventh 
century. The Chriftian princes and nobles, after choofing Godfrey of Boulogne 
King of Jerufalem, began to fettle themfelves.in:their new conquetts ; while fome 
of them returned to Europe, in order to enjoy at: home that glory which their va- 
lor had acquired them in this popular and: meritorious enterprize. Among thefe, 
was Robert, duke of Normandy, who, as he had abandoned the greateft domi- 
nions of any prince, that attended the crufade, had all along diftinguifhed himfelf 
by the moft intrepid courage +, aswell as by that affable diipofition and unbound- 
ed generofity, which gain the hearts of foldiers, and qualify a prince to thine in a 
military life. In paffing thro’ Italy, he became acquainted with Sibylla, daughter 
of the count of Converfana, a:young lady of ,great beauty and merit, whom he 
efpoufed ¢; and indulging himéfelf in this new paffion, as well as fond of enjoying 
eafe and pleafure, after the fatigues of: fo many rough campaigns, he lingered a 
twelvemonth in that delicious climate ; and tho’ his friends in the north looked 
every moment-for his arrival, mone of them. knew when they could with certainty 
expect it. By this delay, she loft the kingdom of England, which the great fame 
he had acquired during the crufades, as well as his undoubted title, both by birth, 
and by the preceding agreement with his deceafed brother, would, had he been 


prefent, have infallibly fecured.to him. 


Prince Henry was ‘hunting with Rufus in the new foreft, when intelligence 
of that prince’s death was brought him; and being fenfible of the advantage, 
attending the conjuncture, he immediately galloped to Winchefter, in order to 
fecure the royal treafure, which he’knew to be a neceffary implement for facili- 
tating his defigns on the crown. He had fcarcely reached the place when Wil- 
liam de Breteuil, keeper of the treafure, arrived, and oppofed himfelf to Henry’s 
pretenfions. This nobleman, who had been engaged in the fame party of hunt- 
ing, had-no fo:\ner heard of his mafter’s death, than he haftened to take care of 
his charge ; and he told:the prince, that this treafure, as well as the crown, be- 
longed te his elder brother, who was now his fovereign ; and that he himfelf, for 
his part, was determined, in fpite of all other pretenfions, to maintain his allegi- 
ance to him. But Henry, drawing his fword, threatened him with infant death, 
if he dared to difobey him ; and as others of the late King’s retinue, who came 


* M. Paris, p 34. Order. Vital. p75. + M. Paris, p. 35. W. Heming. p. 467. 
G. Newbrig. p. 358. + W. Malm, p.-153. Gul. Gemet. p, 299. 
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every moment to Winchefter, joined the prince’s party, Breteuil was obliged to 
withdraw his oppofition, and to acquiefce in this violence *, 

Henry, without lofing a moment, haftened with his money to London ; and 
having affembled fome noblemen and prelates, whom his addrefs, or abilities, or 
prefents, gained to his fide, he was fuddenly elected, or rather faluted King; and 
-mmediately proceeded to the exercife of the royal dignity. In lefs than thre 
days after his brother’s death, the ceremonial of his coronation was peformed by 
Maurice, bifhop of London, who was perfuaded to officiate on that occafion F 3 
and thus, by his courage and celerity, he intruded himfelf into the vacant throne. 
No one had fufficient fpirit or fenfe of duty to appear in defence of the abfent 
prince: All men were feduced or intimidated: Prefent poffeffion fupplied the 
apparent deficiencies of Henry’s title, which was indeed founded on plain ufur- 
vation: And the barons, as well as the people, acquiefced in a claim, which, 
tho’ it could neither be juftified nor comprehended, could now, they found, be 
eppofed only thro’ the perils of civil war and rebellion: 

Bur as Henry eafily forefaw, that a crown,. ufurped againit all rules of juftice; 
would fit very unfteady on his head, he refolved, by fair profeffions at leaft, to 
gain the affections of all his fubjeéts.. Befides taking the ufual coronation oath 
to maintain the laws and execute juttice, he pafled a charter, which was calculated 
to remedy many of the-grievous oppreffions, which had been complained of du- 
ring the reign’ of his father and brothert. He there promifed, that, upon the 
death of any bifhop or abbot,. he never would feize the revenues of the fee orab- 
bey during the vacancy, but would leave the whole to be reaped by the fuccef- 
for; and that: he would never let to farm any ccclefiaftical benefice, nor dif 
After this conceffion to the church, whofe favour was of 
to evumerace the civil grievances, which he 
purpofed to redrefs. Fie promifed, that, upon the death of any earl, baron, Or 
military. tenant, his heir thould be admitted. to the poffeffion of his eftate, on 
paying a juft and:lawful relief; without being expofed to fuch exorbitant exac- 


tions as had been-required during the late reigns: He remitted the wardthip of 


minors, and allowed guardians to be appointed, who fhould be anfwerable for 
but by the ad- 


the tru: He promifed not to difpofe of any heirefs in marriage, 
vice of all the barons; and if any baron inteade:! to give his daughter, fitter, niece, 
or kinfwoman, in marriage, it fhould only be neceflary for him to confulc the King, 
who promifed to take no money for his confent, nor ever to refufe permiffion, un- 
lefs the perfon to whom it was propofed to marry her tho Id happen to be his ene- 


# Order. Vital. p. 782. + Chron, Sax.-p. 208. Order. Vital. p. 783+ 
t Chron, Sax. p, 208-. Sim. Dunelm. p. 225. Brompton, p. 997: 
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my : He granted his barons and military tenants the power of bequeathing by 
will their money or perfonal eftates ; and if they neglected to make a will, he 
 promifed, that their heirs fhould fucceed to them: He remitted the right of im- 
pofing moneyage, and of levying taxes at pleafure on the farms, which the ba- 
rons retained in their own hands *: He made fome general profeffions of mode- 
rating fines; he offered a pardon for all offences; and he remitted all debts due 
to the crown: He required, that the vaffals of the barons. fhould enjoy the fame 
privileges, which he granted to his own barons; and he promifed a general con- 
firmation and obfervance of the laws of King Edward. \ This is the fub@ance of 
the chief articles contained in that famous charter-+. 


To give greater authenticity to thefe conceffions, Henry lodged a copy of his 
charter in fome abbey of each county ; as if defirous, that it fhould be expofed 
to the eyes of all his fubjeéts, and remain as a perpetual rule for the limitation 
and direction of his government: Yet it is certain, that, after the prefent turn 
was ferved, he never once thought, during his reign, of obferving one fingle ar 
ticle of it; and the whole fell fo much into negleét and oblivion, that, in the fol- 
lowing century, when the barons, who had heard an obfcure tradition of it, defired 
to make it the model of the great charter, which they exa¢ted from King John, . 
they could only find one copy of it in the whole kingdom. But as to the grie- 
vances here propofed to be redreffed, they were ftill continued in their full extent ; 
and the royal authority, in all thefe heads, lay under no manner of reftri€tion . 
Reliefs of heirs, fo capital an article, were never effectually fixed till the time of 
Magna Chartay; and it is evident, that the general promife here given, of 
accepting a juft and lawful relief, ought to have been reduced to more pre- 
cifion, in order to give fecurity to the fubje&t. The oppreffion of wardfhip and 
marriage was perpetuated even'till the age of Charles If.: And it appears from 
Glanville ||, the famous jufticiary of Henry II. that in his time, where any man 
died inteftate, an accident which muft be very frequent, when the art of Writing 
was fo little known, the King, or the lord of the fief, pretended to feize all the 


* See Appendix II. T Matth, Paris, p. 38. Hoveden, p. 468. Brompton, p. 1021. 
Hagulftad. p. 310. | 

{ Glanv. lib. z. cap. 36. What is called a relief in the Conqueror’s laws, preferved by Ingulf, 
feems to have been the herriot; fince reliefs, as well as the other burdens of the feudal law, were un- 
known in the age of the Confeflor, whofe laws thefe Originally were. 


| Lib. 7.cap.16. This pra@tice was contrary to the laws of King Edward, ratified by the Con- 


queror, as we'learn from Ingulf, p. gl. 


But laws had at that time very little influence: Power and 
violence govemed every thing. = : 
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moveables, and to exclude every heir, even the childrén of the deceafed: A fure Chap. VI. 


mark of a tyrannical and arbitrary government. 


Tue Normans indeed, fettled in England, were, during this age, fo violent 
and licentious a people, that they may be pronounced incapable of any true or 
regular liberty; which requires fuch a refinement of laws and inftiutions, fuch 
a comprehentfion of views, fuch a fentiment of honour, fuch a fpirit of obedience, 
and fuch a facrifice of private interefts and connexions to public ordei, as can only 
be the refult of great reflection and experience, and muft grow to perfeGtion du- 
ring feveral ages of a fettled and eftablifhed government. A people, fo infen- 
fible to the rights of their fovereign, as to disjoint, without neceffity, the heree 
ditary fucceffion, and permit a younger brother to intrude himfelf into the place 
of the elder, whom they efteemed, and who was guilty of no crime but being 
abfent, could not expect, that that prince would pay any greater regard to their 
privileges, or allow his engagements to fetter his power, and debir him from 
any confiderable intereft or convenience. They had indeed arms in their hands, 
which prevented the eftablifhment of a total defpotifm, and left their pofterity 
fufficient power, whenever they fhould attain a fufficient degree of reafon, to ac- 
“quire true liberty: But their turbulent difpofition prompted them frequently to 
make fuch ufe of their arms, that they were more fitted to obftruct the exe- 
cution of juftice, than to ftop the career of violence and oppreffion. The prince, 
finding, that greater oppofition was often made to him when he enforced the 
laws, than when he violated them, was apt to render his own will and pleafure 
the fole rule of government, and on every emergence to confider more the power 
of the perfons whom he might offend, than the rights of thofe whom he might 
injure. The very form of this charter of Henry proves, that the Norman ba- 
rons (for they, rather than the people of England, are chiefly concerned in it) 
were totally ignorant of the nature of limited monarchy, and were ill qualified to 
conduét, in conjunction with their fovereign, the machine of government. It is 
an aét of his fole power, is the refult of his free grace, implies feveral articles 
which bind others as well as himfelf, and is therefore unfit to be the deed of any 
one who poffeffes not the whole legiflative power, and who may notal pleafure re- 
voke all his conceffions. | 

Kine Henry, farther to increafe his popularity, degradedand committed to pri- 
fon Ralph Flambard, bifhop of Durham, who had been the chief inftrument of op- 
preffion employed by his brother,*: But this act was followed by another, which was 
adireét violation of his own charter, and wasa bad prognoftic of his fincere inten- 


* Chron. Sax. p. 208. .W. Malm, p.156. Matth. Paris, p. 39. Alar. Beverl. p. 144. 
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tions to obferve it: He kept the fee of Durham vacant for five years, andda-. 
ring that time retained poffeffion of all‘ its revenues. Senfible of the great aur. 


thority, which Anfelm had acquired by his character of piety, and by the perfe- 
cutions which he had undergone from William, he fent repeated meflages to hina 
at- Lyons, where he refided, and invited him to return and take poffeflion- of his 
dignities *. On-the arrival.of the prelate, he propofed to him the renewal of that 
homage which he had done his brother, and which had never been refufed by 


any Englith bifhop :. But Anfelm had acquired:other fentiments by his journey to. 


Rome, and gave the King an abfolute refufal. He objected the decrees of the 


council of Bari, at. which he himfelf had affifted ;- and he declared, that; fo far - 
from doing homage for his fpiritual dignity, he would not fo much as commu-- 


nicate with any ecclefiaftic who paid that fubmiffion, or who accepted of. invefti- 


tures from Jaymen. MHenry,. who propofed, in his-prefent delicate fituation, ta. 


reap great advantages from the authority and popularity of.Anfelm, dared not 
to quarrel with him by.infifling on his demand +:: He only defired that the con- 
troverfy might be fufpended ; and that meffengers might be fent to Rome, to acy 


commodate matters with the Pope,. and to obtain his confirmation of the laws and: 
cuftoms of England, ° 


THere immediately occurred an important affair, in which the King was. 


obliged to have recourfe to the authority of Anfelm. Matilda, daughter of Ma!- 


colm III; King of Scotland, and niece to Edgar Atheling, had, on-her father’s . 


death, and» the fubfequent- revolutions of the Scottifh government, been brought 
up to England, and educated under her aunt, Chriftina, in the nunnery-of Rum- 


fey. This princefs Henry propoféd to marry ; but:as fhe had worn the veilp 


though never taken the-vows, doubts might arife concerning the lawfulnefs of the 
act; and-it behoved him to be very careful not to fhock, in any- particular, the 


teligi.us prejudices of his fubeéts. Fhe affair was examined by Anfelm in a: 


eouncil of the prelates 2nd nob’es, which was fammoned at Lambeth; and Mae 


tilda there-proved, that fhe had-put on the veil, not with a view of entering into. 


#-relicious life; but merely in imitatton of-a cuftom, familiar to the Einelith las 
dies, who -protected their-chaftity from the brutal violence of the Normans, by 


taking fhhelter under that habit f, which, amidft the horrible licentioufnefs-of the - 
times, was- generally: revered. The council, fenfible that even. a..princefs had - 


otherwife no fecurity: for ber honour, admitted this reafon as valid:: They pros 
nounced; that Matilda was. ftill free to marry |); and her efpoufals with Henry 
were celebrated by Anfelm with great pomp and folemnity § No ad of the. 
. *-Chron, Sax, p 208. Order. Vital p. 783, Matth. Paris, p. 39. T. Rudborne, p. 2736. 
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King § reign rencered him equally popular with his Enelith fubjeéts, and tended Chap. VL 
more to eftablifh him on the throne. Tho’ Matilda, du uring the life of her uncle **™ 
and brothers, was not the heir of the Saxon line, fhe was become very dear tothe 

Englifh, on account of her connexions with it: And that peo} Is who, before 
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a congaett, had fallen into a kind of indifference towards th rantient Fork 
. family, had felt fo feverely the tyranny of the Normans, that they gefechet ow ith 
% infinite regret on their former liberty, and hoped for a more equal aoc ake a 
minifiration, when the blood of their native princes fhould be uniked with that. of, 
; their new fovereigns *. 

Bur the policy and prudence of Henry, which, if'time had-been 2 lowed for Tavafion ty 
thefe virtues to operate their full effect, would have fecured him oofedian of 4h, S-ke Robre. 
crown, ran great hazard of being fruftrated by the fudden appearance ot Robert, 
who returned to Normandy. about a month after.the ees Of shisibrdother Wale 
liam. .He took poffeffion, without refiftance, of that dutchy 5; and imm diately 





made preparations for recovering England, of which, during his abfencey he had, 1108 
by Henry’ s intrigues, been fo unjuftly defrauded. The great fame which he had 
acquired in the Eaft forwarded his pretenfions; and the Norman barons, feafible 
@f the confequences, expreffed the fame difcontent at the feparation of the dutchy 
‘and kingdem, which had appeared on the acceffion of William. Robert de 
Belefme, earl of Shrewfbury and Arundel, William de la Warenne, earl of Sur- 
rey, Arnulf de Montgomery, Walter Giffard, Robert de Ponsefiaét, Robert de 
Mallet, Yvo de Grentmefnil, and many others of the principal a lity +, 
vited him to make an attempt on England, and promifed; on his lap es: to 
join him with all their forces. Even the feamen were affected with the ee secal 
‘popularity of his name, and they carried over to him the greateft part of a fleet, 
which had been equipped to oppofe his paffage {. Henry, in this extrem ty, 
began to be apprehenfive for his life, as well as for his crown ; and had recourfe 
to the fuperftition of the people, in order to oppofe their fentiments of juitice. 
He paid diligent court to Anfelm, whofe fanctity and wifdom he ile dilled 
revere. Efe confulted him in all difficult emergencies ; feemed to be governed 
by him in every meafure; promifed a ftrict regard to ecclefiaftical privileges 
profeffed a great attachment to Rome, and a refolution of peravering. 3 in an im- 
plicit abeditnc ce to the decrees of councils, and to the will of the fovereign pon- 
ult, By thefe carefles and declarations, be gained entirely the confidence of the 
primate, whole influence over the people, and authority with the barons, was of 


















~. 





* M. Paris, p..4o. - > Order, Vital. po 78s. { Chron. Sax. p. 209. Hovedest, p, 469, 
M.Paris, p. 40... Ann. Waverl. p..142.' Brompton, p. 998. Flor. Wigorn, p. 650, 
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@hap. VI. the higheft fervice to him, in his prefent fituation. Anfelm-ferupled not to affare- 
1101. she nobles of the King’s fincerity: in thofe profefions which he made, of avoiding: 
the tyrannical and oppreffive government of hs father and brother-* :: He evens 
rode thro’ the ranks of the army, recommendec.to the foldiers the defence of their” 
prince, reprefented the duty of keeping their oahs-of allegiance, and’ prognoftica— 
ted to them all -happinefs from the government of fo wife and juft a fovereign Tf. 
By this expedient, joined to the influence of the earls of Warwic and Mellent,. of: 
Roger Bigod, Richard de Redvers, and Robert Fitz-Hamon, powerful barons, . 
who ftill adhered to the prefent government f, te army were retained in the King’s: 
interefts; and marched, with an appearance of union and firmnefs, to oppofe- 
Robert; who had landed with his forces -at.Porfmouth. 
Aecommoda- Tuer two armies were in fight of each. other for fome days without coming to ac- 
a Ro- tion 5. and both princes, being apprehenfive of the event, which would probably be | 
decifive, hearkened the more willingly to the mediation of Anfelm and ‘other great 
men, who propofed an accommodation between them. After employing fome ne- 
gotiation, it was agreed, that Robert fhould reign his pretenfions to England, and 
receive in lieu of it an annual penfion of 3000 marks; that if either of the princes’ 
died without iffue,. the other fhould‘fucceed tohis dominions ; that the adherents 
of each. fhould be pardoned, and reftored to all their poffeffions either in Normandy 
or England:;and that neither: Robert nor: Henry fhould thenceforth encourage, re=- 
ceive,. or protect the enemies of the other jj. 


Tus treaty, tho calculated fo much for Henry’s advantage, . he was the firft: 
who violated. He reftored indeed the. eftates of all Robert’s adherents ;. but was. 
fecretly determined,.. that noblemen fo powerful and fo ill-affected, . who. had both 
inclination, and ability. to difturb his government, . fhould not long remain ‘unmo- 
lefted in their prefent grandeur and opulence. He began with the earl of Shrew{-. 
bury; who was watched for fome time by fpes,.and then indi¢ted on a charge,. 
confifting. of forty-five articles. This turbulent nobleman, knowing his own 
guilt, as well as the prejudices of his judges, and the power of: his accufer, had 
recourfe to arms for defence; but being {oon fuppreffed by the-activity and ad-- 
drefs, of: Henry, he was banifhed the kingdom, -and his-great eftate was confif- 
cated §. His ruin involved that of his twobrothers, Arnulf de Montgomery,» 
and Roger earl of Lancafter. Soon after folowed the profecution and condem- 


* W. Malm. p. 226, + Eadmer, p. 59. W.Milm, p. re6.. -t Order. Vital. p. 783. - 


| Chron. Sax. p.z0g. W. Malm. p.156. H. Hunt p. 278. Hoveden; p. 469. Order. Vi- 


tal. p. 788. § Chron. Sax. p, 210.. W: Malm. p. 156, 157.. Hoveden, p. 469.- Order. - 
Vital. p. 806, 807, 808. . ; 
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sation of Robert de Pontefract and Robert de Mallet, who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves among Robert’s adherents *.° William de Warenne was the next 
victim : Even William earl of Cornwall, fon to the earl of Mortaigne, the King’s 


‘uncle, having afforded matter o% fufpicion againft him, loft all the vaft acquifitions 


of his family in England +. Tho’ the ufual violence and tyranny of the Norman 
barons afforded a plaufible pretence for thofe profecutions, and it is probable, that 
none of the fentences, pronouncid againft thefe noblemen, was wholly iniquitous ; 
men eafily faw or conjectured, «hat the chief part of their guilt was not the in- 
juftice or illegality of their conluét. Robert, enraged at the-fate of his friends, 
imprudently ventured to come into England, and remonftrated. with his brother, 
in fevere terms, again{t the breach of treaty: But met with fuch a bad reception, 
that he began to apprehend danger, to-his own liberty, and was glad to purchafe 
an efcape, by refigning his penfon f. 

Tue indifcretion of Robert foon expofed him to more fatal injuries. This 
prince, whofe bravery and candour procured him refpeét, while at a diftance, had 
no fooner attained the poffeffion of power, and enjoyment of peace, than all the 
vigor of his mind relaxed, andhe fell into contempt among thofe who approach- 
ed his perfon, or were fubjeéted to his authority. Abandoned alternately to diflo- 
lute pleafures and to womanifh [uperftit:on, he was fo remifs, both in the: care 


ef his treafure and the exercifeof his government, that his fervants pillaged: his: 
money with impunity, even ftok from him his very cloaths,. and proceeded thence: 
to practife every fpecies of extortion on his detenceleis fubjeéts }.. The barons, 


whom afevere adminiftration ilone could have reftrained, gave reins to their 
unbounded rapine upon their vaffals, and inveterate aninyolities againft each 


other ; and-all Normandy,. duiing the reign of this benign prince, was become a: 


feene of violence and deprecation §, The Normans at lalt, remarking the re- 


gular government, which Heary, notwithftanding his ufurped title, had been: 


able to eftablifh in England, applied to him, that he might ufe his authority for 
the fuppreffion of thefe difordes ; and they thereby afforded him a pretence for 
interpofing in the affairssof Normandy +. | ttead of employing his,mediation, 
to render his brother’s government refp<ctable, or redrefling the grievances. of 
the Normans; he was only attintive to fupport his own partizans, and to ene 
efeafe their number by every. ait of. bribery,. intrigue, and infinuation. Having 


* Order. Vital. p. 805. + Chron,.Sax. p. 212, W. Malm. p.157.. Hoveden; p. 470, 
t Chron..Sax. p. 211. W.Malm.%. 15>. Gul. Gemet. p. 298. Order. Vital. p. 804, M. Paris, 
p: 40. | Order. Vital. p. 814, 815. . § W. Malm. p. 154, 157. Gul. Gemet. p. 
298. Order. Vital. p.314.. 4 W. Malm. p. 154, 157- Gul. Neubr. libs 1. cap. 3. Chron. 
S:..Petri de Burgo,. p. Go.- 
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230 WISTORY wr ZENG L:A ND. 
Chap, VI, found, ina vifit, which he made to that dutchy, that thecnobility were mors 
i103 — difpofed to pay fubmifiion. to him thanto their legal fovereign; he collcted, by 
very arbitrary extortions on England, a great army and treafure *. and returned 
i105. > mext year to Normandy, in a fituation to obtain, either by violence or corruption, 
the dominion of that province. He took Bayeux by ftorm after an obftinate 
fiege: He made himfelf mafter of Caen by the voluntary fubmiffion of the in- 
habitants : But being repulfed at Falaife, and obliged, by the winter-feafon, to 
raife the fiege, he returned into England; after giving affurances to his adherents, 
that he would perfevere in fupporting and protecling them. 
1166. Next year, he opened the campaign with the fiege of Tenchebray ; and it 
Cenqueft of became evident, from his preparations and progrefs, that he intended to ufurp 
Normancly- the entire poflefioa of Normandy. Robert was at laft rouzed from his lethargy ; 
and, being fupported by the earl of Mortaigne and Robert de Bellefme, the 
King’s inveterate enemies, he raifed a confiderable army, and approached his 
brother’s camp, with a view of finifhing, in one decifive battle, the quarrel he- : 
tween them. ‘He was now entered on that fcene -of action, in which alone he \ 
was qualified to excel; and he fo animated the Norman troops by his example, 
that they made a great impreffion on the Englifh, and had nearly obtained the @ 
victory +; when the flight of Bellefme threw them into difmay, and occafioned: - 


ee ee. : 





their total defeat. Henry, befides executing great flaughter on the enemy, . * | 
made near ten thoufand prifoners ; among whom was duke Robert himfelf, and 
all the moft confiderable barons, who adhered to his interefts =. This victory: 
was followed by the final reduction of Normandy: Roitien immediately fubmit- , a 


ted to the conqueror: Falaife, after fome negotiation, opened its gates; and by 
this acquifition, befides rendering himfelf mafter of an important fortrefs, he got 
into his hands prince William, the only fon and heir of Robert: He affembled 
» the flates of Normandy and having received the homage of all the vaffals of 
the dutchy, fettled the government, revoked his brother’s donations, and dif-: 
mantled the caftles, lately built, he retyrned into England, and carried along aa 
with him the duke as a prifoner. ‘That unfortunate prince was detained in cuf- ; 
tedy during the remainder of his life, which was no lefs than twenty-eight years, fi 
and he died in the caftle of Cardiff in Glamorganfhire; happy, if, without lofing : 
his liberty, he could have relinquifhed that power, which he was not qualified 
either to hold or exercife. Prince William was committed to the care of Helie 
de St. Saen, who had married Robert’s natural daughter, and who, being a maa 


‘ * Eadmer, p, 83. + H. Hunt. p. 379. M. Paris, p. 43. Brompton, p. 1002, 
{ Eadmer, p. 99. Chron. Sax. p. 214. Order, Vital. p. 821. | 
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of probity and honour, more than was ufual in thofe ages, executed the truft with 
great affection and fidelity. Edgar Atheling, who had followed Robert in the ex- 
pedition to Jerulalem, and who had lived with him ever fince in Normandy, was 
another illuftrious prifoner, taken in the battle of Tenchebray *. Henry gave him 
his liberty, and fettled a {mall penfion on him, with which he retired; and he lived 
to a good old age in England, totally neglected and forgotten. This prince was 
diftinguifhed by.perfonal bravery ; but nothing can be a ftronger proof of his mean 
talents in every other refpecét, than that, notwithftanding he poffeffed the affections 
of the Englifh, and enjoyed the only legal title to the throne, he was allowed, 
during the reigns of fo many violent and jealous ufurpers, to live unmolefted,, 
and go to his grave in peace. 

A little after Henry had compleated’the conqueft of Normandy, and fettled the 
government of that province, he finifhed a controverfy, which had been long de- 
pending, between him and the Pope, with regard to the inveftitures in ecclefiaftical 
benefices ; and tho’ he was here obliged to relinquifh fome of the antient rights of 
the crown, he extricated himfelf from the difficulty on eafier terms than moft 
princes, who in that age were fo unhappy as-to be engaged in difputes with the 


a 1: 25: Ry s ; ; 
apoftolic fee.. The King’s fituation, in the beginning of his reign, obliged himito » 


pay great court.to Anfelm.; and the advantages, which he had reaped frem the 
zealous friendfhip of that prelate, had made him fenfible how prone the minds of 
his people were to fuperftition, and what an afcendant the ecclefiaftics had been able. 
to aflume overthem. He had fcen, on the acceffion of his brother Rufus, that, tho’ 
the rights of. primogeniture were then violated, and the inclinations of almoft all. 
the barons oppofed, yet the authority of Lanfranc had prevailed. over all other. 
confiderations.; and his-own cafe, which was ftill more unfavourable, afforded. 
an inftance,.in which the clergy could fhow more evicently. their. influence and 
authority. Thefe recent examples, while they made him cautious not. to 
offend that powerful body, convinced him, at the fame time, that-it- was ex- 
tremely his.intereft, to retain the former prerogative 
fices of fuch vaft importance, and to check the eccle 
to which they. evidently, afpired. The choice, which his brother, in a fit-of pe- 

nitence, had made.of Anfelm, was fo far unfortunate.to: the King’s pretenfions,, 
that that prelate was celebrated for his piety and zeal and aufterity of manners, 

and tho’ his monkifh devotion and narrow principles prognolticated no: great 

knowledge of the world nor depth of policy, he was, on that very account, a: 
mare dangerous inflrument .in- the hands of politicians, and retained a greater 


f the crown in: filling of- 


O 
fiafties in that independance,; 


*<Chron. Sax: p..214. Anns Waverl. .p. 144. 
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232 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
afcendant over the bigotted populace. The prudence and temper of the King 
appear in nothing more confpicuous than in the management of this delicate affairs 
where he was always fenfible that it had become neceflary for him. to sifque his: 
whole crown, in order to preferve the moft invaluable jewel of it *. 

Ansetm had no fooner returned from banifhment, than ‘his refufal to de 
homage to the King excited a difpute, which Henry evaded at that critical junc- 
ture, by promifing to fend a meflenger, in order to compound the matter with 
Pafcal the fecond, who then filled the papal chair. The mefienger, as was pro- 
bably forefeen, returned with an abfolute refufal of the King’s demands ; and 
that fortified by many reafons, which were well qualified to operate on the un- 
derftandings of men in thofe ages. Pafcal quoted the fcriptures to prove that 
Chrift was the door; and he thence inferred, that all ecclefiaftics muft enter into 
the church thro’ Chrift alone, not thro’ the civil magiftrate or any profane lay- 
ment. ‘ It is monftrous,’? added the pontiff, ** that a fon fhould pretend to 
‘¢ beget his father, or a man to Create his God : Priefts are called gods in fcrip- 
<6 ture, as being the vicars of God: And will you, by your abominable preten- 
© fions to grant them their inveftiture, affume the right of «creating them ?”’ 4 


Bur however convincing thefe arguments, they could not perfuade Henry to 
refign fo.important .a prerogative ; and perhaps, as he was poflefled of great re- 
flection and learning, he thought, that the abfurdity of a man’s creating his God, 
even allowing priefts to be Gods, was not urged with the beft grace by the Roman 
pontiff. But as he defired ftill to avoid, or at leaft to delay, the coming to any 
dangerous extremity with the church, he perfuaded Anfelm, that he would be 
able, by farther negociation, to attain fome compofition with Pafcal; and for 
that purpofe, he difpatched three bifhops to Rome, while Anfelm fent two mef- 
fengers of his own, to be more fully affured of the Pope’s intentions §.  Pafcal 
wrote back letters equally pofitive and arrogant both to the King and pri- 
mate; urging to the former, that, by affuming the right of inveftitures, he 
committed a kind of fpiritual adultery with the church, ‘who was the fpoufe of 
Chrift, and who muft not admit of fuch a commerce with any other perfon|; and 
infifting with the latter, that the pretenfions of Kings to confer benefices was the 
fource of all fimony ; a topic which had but too much foundation in thofe ages *, 


* Eadmer, p. 56. + W. Malm. p. 225. 

+ Eadmer, p. 60. This topic is farther enforced in p. 73, 74. W. Malm. p. 163. 

| Eadmer, p. 61. I much fufpect, that this text of {cripture is a forgery of his holinefs: For I 
have not been able to findit. Yet it paffed current in thofe ages, and was often quoted by the clergy 
as the foundation of their power. See Epift. St. Thom. p. 169. . 

§ Eadmer, p.62. W. Malm, p. 225. + Eadmer, p..63. * Eadmer, p. 64. 66. 
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Henry had now no other expedient than to fupprefs the letter addreffed to Chap. VI 


himfelf, and to perfuade the three bifhops to prevaricaie, and affert; upon their 
epifcopal faith, that Pafcal had affured them in private of his good intentions 
towards Henry, and of his refolution not to refent any future exertion of his 
prerogative in granting inveftitures; tho’ he himfelf fcrupled to give this afta. 
rance under his hand, left other princes fhould copy the example and affime a 
like privilege *. _ Anfelm’s two meffengers, who were monks, affirmed to him, 
that it was impoffible this ftory could have any foundation; but their word was 
not efteemed equivalent to that of three bifhops; and the King, as if he had 
finally gained his caufe, proceeded to fill the fees of Hereford and Salifbury, and 
to inveft the new bifhops in the ufual manner +. But Anfelm, who, as he had 
good reafon, gave no credit to the affeveration of the King’s meffengers, refufed 
not only to confecrate them, but even to communicate with them; and the bi- 
fhops themfelves, finding how odious they had become, returned back to Henry 
the enfigns of their dignity {. The quarrel every day encreafed between the 
King and the primate: ‘The former, notwithftanding the great prudence and 
moderation of his temper, threw out menaces againft all fuch as fhould pretend to 
oppofe him in exerting the antient prerogatives of his crown: And Anfelm, fenfible 
of his difagreeable and dangerous fituation, defired leave to make a journey to 
Rome, in order to lay the cafe before the fovereign pontiff]. Henry, weil pleafed 


to rid himfelf without violence of fo inflexible an antagonift, readily granted him 


permiffion ; and Anfelm fet out on his journey. He was attended to the fea- 
coaft by infinite multitudes, not only monks and clergymen, but people of all 
ranks, who fcrupled not in this manner to declare for their primate againft their 
fovereign, and who regarded his departure as the final abolition of religion and 
true piety in the kingdom §. The King, however, confifcated all the revenues 
of his fee; and fent William de Warelwaft to negociate with Pafcal, and to find 
fome means of accommodation in this delicate affair |. 

Tue Englith minifterstold Pafcal, that his mafter would rather lofe his crown 
than part with the right of granting inveftitures. ‘* And I,” replied Pafcal, 
<< would rather lofe my head than allow him to retain it*.’?. Henry fecretly 
prohibited Anfelm to return, unlefs he refolved to conform himfelf to the 
laws and ufages of the kingdom ; and the prelate took up his refidence at 


* Eadmer, p. 65. W. Malm. p. 225. + Eadmer, p. 66. W. Malm. p. 225. Hoveden, 
p. 469. Sim. Dunelm. p. 228. +t Hoveden, p. 470. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p, 59. 
Flor. Wigorn. p. 651. | Eadmer, p. 70. W. Malm. p. 226, § Eadmer, p. 71. 

4 W. Malm. p. 226. * Eadmer, p. 73.. W. Malm. p. 226. M. Paris, p. 40. 
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Lyons *, in expectation, that the King would at laft be obliged to yield the point,. 
which was the prefent object of controverly between them. Soon after, he was 
allowed to return to his monaftery at Bec in Normandy ; and Henry, befides re- 
ftoring to him the revenues of his fee, treated him with the greatett ref{pect, and 
held feveral conferences with him, in order to foften his oppofition, and bend him 
to fubmiffion+. The people of England, who thought all differences now ac- 
commodated, were inclined to blame their primate for abfenting himfelf fo long 
from his charge ; and he daily received letters from his partizans, reprefenting the 
neceffity of his fpeedy return. The total extinction, they told him, of religion 
and Chriftianity was likely to enfue from the want of his fatherly care: The moft 
fhocking cuftoms prevail in England: And the dread of his feverity being now: 
removed, fodomy and the practice of wearing long hair gain ground among all: 
ranks of men, and thefe enormities openly appear every where, without. fenfe of 
fhame or fear of punifhment f. 

Tue policy of the court of Rome has been commonly much admired’; and 
men, judging by fuccefs, have beltowed the higheft eulogies on that prudence,. 
by which a power, from fuch flender beginnings, could advance, without force 
of arms, to eftablifh an univerfal and almoft abfolute monarchy in Europe. But 
the wifdom of fuch a long fucceffion of men, who filled the papal throne, and: 


who were of fuch different ages, tempers, and: interefts, is not intelligible, and. 


could never have place in nature. The inftrument, indeed, with which they. 


wrought, the ignorance and fuperftition of the people, is fo grofs an engine, of 


fuch univerfal prevalence, and fo little liable to accident or diforder, that it. may. 


be fuccefsful even in the moft unfkilful hands; and fearce any indifcretion can: 


fruftrate its operations. While the court of Rome was openly abandoned to the 


moft flagrant diforders, even while it. was torne with. fchifms and factions, the 


power of the church made daily a fenfible progrefs in Europe ; and the temerity 
of Gregory and the caution of Pafcal were equally fortunate in promoting it, The 
clergy, feeling the neceflity of protection againft the violence of princes, or vigor 


of the laws, were well pleafed to adhere to a foreign head, who, being removed 


from the fear of the civil authority, could freely employ the power of the whole 


church in defending their antient or ufurped properties and privileges, when invaded. 


in any particular country : The monks, defirous of an independance on their dio- 
cefans, profeffed {till a more devoted attachment to the triple crown ; and the 
ftupid people poflefled no {cience nor reafon, which they could oppofe to the moft 


exorbitant pretenfions. Nonfenfe paffed for demonftration: The moft criminal 
* Eadmer, p.75. W.Malm, p. 226. M. Paris, p. 41. Chron.. Dunftaple, p. 18, 
+ Hoveden, p. a7u, } Eadmer, p. p. 81. 
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i _ means were fanctified by the piety of the end: Treaties were not fuppofed to be ci, v1 
| binding where the interefts of God were concerned: The antient laws and cuf- Noe. 
toms of ftates had no authority againft a divine right : Impudent forgeries were 
f received as authentic monuments of antiquity: And the champions of holy 
church, if fuccefsful, were celebrated as heroes ; if unfortunate, were worfhipped 

as martyrs ; and all events thus turned out equally to the advantage of clerical 
ufurpations. Pafcal himfelf, the prefent Pope, was, in the courfe of this very 
controverfy concerning inveftitures, involved in circumftances, and neceffitated 

to follow a conduct, which would have drawn difgrace and ruin on any temporal 

7 prince, that had been fo unfortunate as to fall into a like fituation. His perfon 

f was feized by the Emperor Henry V. and he was obliged, by a formal treaty, to 

refign to that monarch the right of granting inveftitures, for which they had fo 

long contended *. In order to add greater folemnity to this acreement, the Em-= 

peror and Pope communicated together upon the fame hofte ; one half of which 

was given to the prince, the other taken by the pontiff: The moft tremendous 

! imprecations were publicly denounced on either of them who fhould violate the 

treaty : Yet no fooner did Pafcal recover his liberty, than he recalled all his con- 
ceffions, and pronounced the fentence of excommunication againft the Emperor, 

? who, in the end, was obliged to fubmit to the terms required of him, and to 

yield up ail his pretenfions, which he could never recall +. 


NETS 


Tue King of England had very near fallen into the fame dangerous fitua- 
tion : Pafcal had already excommunicated the earl of Meulent, and the other mi- 
nifters of Henry, who were inftrumental in fupporting his pretenfions{: He 
t daily menaced the King himfelf with a like fentence ; and he fufpended the blow 
only to give him leifure to efcape it by a timely fubmiffion. ‘T’he malecontents 
waited impatiently for the opportunity of difturbing his government by confpira- 
cies and infurreétions ||: The King’s greateft friends’ were anxious at the pro- 
, fpeét of an incident, which would fet their religious and civil duties at variance 
L with each other: And the countefs of Blois, his fifter, a princefs of piety, who 
| had great influence over him, was affrighted with the danger of her brother's 
eternal damnation §. Henry, on the other hand, feemed determined to run all 
hazards, rather than refign a prerogative of fuch importance, which had been en- 
joyed by all his predeceffors ; and it feemed™ probable, from his great prudence 
and ability, that he might be able to fuftain his rights, and finally prevail in the 
conteft. While Pafcal and Henry thus ftood mutually in awe of each other, it 


* W. Malm. p. 167. 4- Padre Paolo fopra benef, ecclef. p.112. W. Malm. p. 170. 
Chron. Abb. St, Petri de Burgo, p. 63. Sim. Dunelm. p. 233. t Eadmer, p. 79. 

| Eadmer, p. 80. § Eadmer, p. 79. . 
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was the more eafy to bring about an accommodation between them, and to find 


a medium, in which they might both agree. 

Berore bifhops took poffefiion of their dignities, they had formerly been ac- 
cuftomed to pafs thro’ two ceremonials : They received from the hands of the 
fovereign a ring and crofier, as fymbols of their office ; and this was called theis 
invefiiture : They alfo made thofe fubmifiions to the prince, required of vafials 
by the rights of the feudal law, which received the namie of bomage. And as the 
King might refufe both to grant the inveftiture and to receive the bomages tho 
the chapter had, by fome canons of the middle age, been endowed with the right 
of election, the fovereign had in reality the fole power of appointing prelates. Ur- 
ban II. had equally deprived laymen of the rights of granting inveftiture and of re- 
ceiving homage *: “he emperors never were able, by all their wars and negotia- 
tions, to make any diftinétion be admitted between them: The interpofition of pro- 
fane laymen in any particular, was {till reprefented as impious and abominable : 
And the church openly afpired to a total independance on the ftate. But Henry had 
put England, as well as Normandy, in fuch a fituation as gave greater weight. to: 
his negotiations ; and Pafcal was for the prefent contented with his refigning the 
right of granting inveflitures, by which the fpiricual dignity was fuppofed to be con- 
ferred ; and he allowed the bifhops to do homage for their temporal properties and 
privileges +. The pontiff was well pleafed to have made this acquifition, which, 
he hoped, would in time involve the whole: And the King, anxious to procure 
an efcape from a very dangerous fituation, was contented to retain fome, tho’ a 
more precarious authority, in the election of prelates. : 

ArTer the principal controverfy was accommodated, it was not dificult to 
adjuft the other differences. The Pope allowed Anfelm to communicate with the 
prelates, who had already received inveftitures from the crown; and he only 
required of them: fome fubmiffions for their paft mifconduct}. He alfo granted 
Anfelm a plenary power of remedying every other diforder, which, he faid, might 
arife from the bai baroufnefs of the country ||. Such was the idea which the Popes 
then entertained of the Englifh; and nothing can be a ftronger proof of the mi- 
ferable ignorance in which that people were then plunged, than that a man, who 
fat on the papal throne, and who fubfifted by abfurdities and nonfenfe, fhould think 
himfelf intitled to treat them as barbarians. 

Durine the courfe of thefe controverfies, a fynod was held at Weftminfter, 
where the King, intent only on the main difpute, allowed fome canons of lefs con- 


* Eadmer, p.gt. W: Malm. p..163. Sim. Dunelm. p. 230. + Eadmer, peor. W. 
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fequence to be enacted, which tended to promote the ufurpations of the clergy. Chap. VI. 
The marriage of priefts was prohibited ; a point which it was {till found very dif- 1107: 
ficult to carry into execution : And even laymen were not allowed to marry 

within the feventh degree of affinity *. By this contrivance, the Pope aug- 

mented the profits, which he reaped from granting dilpenfations ; and likewife 

thofe from divorces. For as the art of writing was then rare, and parifh regif- 

ters were not regularly kept, it was not eafy to afcertain the degrees of affinity 

even among people of rank ; and any man, who had money fufficient to pay forit, 

might obtain a divorce, on pretence that his wife was more nearly related to him 

than was permitted by the canons. The fynod alfo paffed a vote, prohibiting the 

laity to wear long hairy. The averfion of the clergy to this mode was not con- 

fined to England. When the King went over to Normandy, before he had con- 

quered that province, the bifhop of Seez, ina formal harangue, earneftly applied 

to him to redrefs the manifold diforders under which the government laboured, 

and to oblige the people to poll their hair in a decent form. Henry, tho’ he would 

not refign his prerogatives to the church, was very willing to part with his hair : 

He cut it in the form which they required of him, and obliged all the courtiers to 

imitate his example f. 

Tue acquifition of Normandy was a great point of Henry’s ambition ; Being Wars abroad: 
the antient patrimony of his family, and the only territory, which, while in his 
pofleffion, gave him any weight or confideration on the continent: But the in+ 
juftice of his ufurpation was the fource of great inquietude, involved him in fre- 
quent wars, and obliged him to impofe on his Englith fubjects thofe many heavy 
and arbitrary taxes, of which all the hiftorians of that age unanimoufly complain |. 

His nephew, William, was but fix years of age, when he committed him-to the 
care of Helie de Sr. Saen; and it 1s probable, that his reafon for intrufting that 
important charge to a man of fuch unblemifhed character, was to prevent all 
malignant fufpicions, in cafe any accident fhould befal-the life of the young prince. 
He foon repented him of this choice ; but when he defired to recover pofieflion’ 3; yo: 
of William’s perfon, Helie withdrew his pupil, and carried him to the court of 
Fulk, count of Anjou, who gave him ‘protection §. In proportion as the young 
prince grew up to man’s eftate, he difcovered virtues fuitable to his birth ; and 


wandering thro’ different courts of Europe, excited the friendly compaffion of 
many prtinces,-and raifed a general indignation againft his uncle, who had fo 


unjuftly bereaved him of his imeritance. Eewis the Grofs, fon of Philip, was 


* Eadmer, p. 67, 68, Spelm. Cone. vol, ii. p. 22. + Eadmer, p. 68. t Order. Vi- 
tal. p. $16. | Eadmer,, p. 83. Chron. Sax. p.'z11, 212, 213, 219, 220, 228. H. Rant 
p. 380. Hoveden, p. 470. Ann. Waverle p. 143. § Order, Vital. p. 837. 
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at this time King of France, a brave and generous prince, who having been 
obliged, during the lifetime of his father, to fly into England, in order 
to efcape the perfecutions of his ftepmother, Bertrude, had been protected by 
Henry, and had thence conceived a perfonal friendfhip for him. But thefe ties 
were foon diffolved after the acceffion of Lewis, who found his interefts to be in 
fo many particulars oppofite to thofe of the Englifh monarch, and who became 
fenfible of the danger attending the annexation of Normandy to England. He 
joined, therefore, the counts of Anjou and Flanders in giving difquiet to Hen- 
ry’s government; and this monarch, in order to defend his foreign dominions, 
found himfelf obliged to go over to Normandy, where he refided two years. 
The war which enfued among thefe princes was attended with no memorable 
tranfaction, and produced only flight fkirmifhes on the frontiers, agreeable to 
the weak condition of the fovereigns in that age, whenever their fubjects were not 
rouzed by fome great and urgent occafion. Henry, by contracting his eldeft 
fon,. William, to the daughter of Fulk *, detached that prince from the alliance, 
and obliged the others to come to an accommodation with him. This peace 
was not of long duration. His nephew, William, retired to the court of Bald- 
win, earl of Flanders, who efpoufed his caufe ; and the King of France, having 
foon after, for other reafons, joined the party, anew war was kindled in Norman- 
dy, which produced no event more memorable than had attended the former. 
At laft the death of Baldwin, who was flain in an action near Eu, gave fome re- 
fpite to Henry, and enabled him to carry on war with more advantage againft his 
enemies 7, 

Lewis, finding himfelf unable to wreft Normandy from the King by force of 
arms, had recourfe to the dangerous expedient, of applying to the fpiritual power, 
and of affording the ecclefiaftics a pretence to interpofe in the temporal interefts 
of princes. He carried young William to a general council, which was affem- 
bled at Rheims by Pope Calixtus II. prefented the Norman prince to them, 


complained of the manifeft ufurpation and injuftice of Henry, craved the affift- 3 


ance of the church for reinftating the true heir in his dominions, and reprefented 
the enormity of detaining in prifon fo brave a prince as Robert, one of the moft 
eminent champions of the crofs, and who by that very quality was placed under the 
immediate protection of the holy fee {. Henry knew how to defend the rights of 
his crown with vigour, and yet with dexterity. He had fent over the Englith bi- 
fhops to this fynod; but at the fame time had warned them, that, if any farther claims 
were flarted by the Pope or the ecclefiaftics, he was determined to adhere to the 


* Chron. Sax. p. 221. W.Malm, p. 160. Knyghton, p. 2380. + Chron. Sax. p. 222. 
H. Hunt, p. 380. Order. Vital. p.843. M. Paris, p. 47. t Order. Vital. p. 158. 
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laws and cuftoms of England, and maintain the prerogatives tranfmitted to him 
by his anceftors. ‘* Go,” faid he to them, ** falute the Pope insmy name, 
«< hear his apoftolical precepts ; but take care to bring none of his new inventions 
‘< into my kingdom.’’ Finding, however, that it would be eafier for him to 
elude than oppofe the efforts of Calixtus, he gave his ambafladors orders to gain. 
the Pope and his favourites by liberal prefents and promifes. The complaints of 
the Norman prince were thenceforth heard with great coldnefs by the council ; 
and Calixtus confefled, after a conference, which he had the fame fummer with 
Henry, that, of all men, whom he had ever yet been acquainted with, he was 
beyond comparifon the moft eloquent and perfuafive. 

Tue warlike meafures of Lewis proved as ineffectual as his intrigues. He 
had laid a fcheme for furprizing Noyon; but Henry, having received intelligence 
ef the defign, marched to the relief of the place, and fuddenly attacked the 
French at Andeley, as they were advancing to Noyon. A fharp action enfued ; 
where William, the fon of Robert, behaved with great bravery, and the King 
himfelf was in the moft imminent danger. He was wounded in the head by Crif- 
pin, a gallant Norman officer, who had followed the fortunes of William *; but 
Being rather animated than terrified by the blow, he immediately beat his antago- 
nift to the ground, and fo encouraged his troops by the example, that they put 
the French to total rout, and had very nearly taken their king prifoner. The dig- 
nity of the perfons, engaged in this fkirmifh, rendered it the moft memorable 
action of the war: For in other refpects, it was not of great importance. There 
were nine hundred horfemen, who fought on both fides ; yet were there only 
three perfons flain. The reft were defended by that heavy armour, worn by the 
cavalry in thofe times. An accommodation foon after enfued between the 


Kings of France and England ; and the interefts of young William were entirely. 


neglected in it. 


: 
’ 


Bur this public profperity of Henry was much overbalanced by a domeftic-ca- 
lamity, which befel him. His only fon, William, had now reached his eighteenth 


Chap. VI. 
1119, 


112¢, 


Death of 


year; and the King, from the facility, with which he himfelf had ufurped the prince Wil- 
crown, dreading, that a like revolution might fubvert his family, had taken care liam. 


to have him recognized his fucceffor by the ftates of the kingdom f, and had 


carried him over to Normandy, to receive the homage of the barons of. that: 


dutchy. On his return, ‘he fet fail from Barfleur, and was foon carried by.a fair 
wind out of fight of land. The prince was detained by fome accident; and his 


* H. Hunt. p. 381. My, Paris, p. 47. Diceto, p. 503. Brompton, p. 1007, M. Weft, p. 239. 


+ Order. Vital. p. 354. t W. Malm. p..165. 
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failors, as well as their captain, Thomas Fitz-Stephens, ‘having {pent the inter- 
val in drink were fo fluftered, that, being in a hurry to follow the King, 
they ced ieGinsi ca saltied the fhip on a rock, where fhe immediately foundered *. 
The prince was put into the long boat, and had got clear of the fhip, when 
hearing the cries of his natural filter, the countefs of Perche, he ordered the fea- 
men to row back, in hopes of faving her : But the numbers, who crowded in, 
foon funk the eo and the prince with all his retinue perifhed +. Above an 
hundred and fort ung noblemen, of the principal families of England and Nor- 
mandy, were loft on this occafion. A buicher of Rotien was the only perfon on 
board who efcaped {: He clung to the maft, and was taken up next morning by 
fifhermen. Fitz-Stephens, the captain, took hold alfo of the maft; but being in- 
her, that prince William had perifhed, he faid, that he would 
not furvive the difafter : and he threw himfelf headlong into the fea |. Henry en- 
tertained oa: ig three days, that his fon had put into fome diftant port of 
England: But when certain 1ntell lligence of the calamity was brought him, he 
fainted away; and it was remarke - thac he never after was feen to {mile, nor 
ever recovered his wonted chearfulneis §. 3 

Tue death of William may be regarded, in one refpect, asa misfortune to the 
Enelifh ; becaufe it was the immediate fource of thofe civil wats, which, after 
the demife of the King, caufed fuch:confufion in the nation: But it is re- 
markable, that the young prince had entertained a-violent averfion to the natives; 
and he had been heard to threaten, that, when he fhould be King, he would make 
them draw the plough, and would turn them into beafts of burthen. Thefe pre- 
poffeffions he inherited from his father, who, though he was wont, when it might 
ferve his purpofes, to value himfelf on his birth, as a native of England 1, 
fhowed, in the courfe of his government, am extreme prejudice againft that peo- 
ple. All hopes of preferment, to ecclefiaftical as well as civil dignities, were de- 
nied them during this whole reign ; and any foreigner, however ignorant or worth- 
lefs, was {ure to have the preference in every competition *, As the Englifh had 
given no difturbance to the government during the courfe of fifty years, this in- 
veterate antipathy, in a prince of fo much temper as well as penetration, forms a 
prefumption that the Englith of that age were ftill a rude and barbarous people 


even compared to the Normans, and impreffes us with no very favourable idea of 
the Anglo-Saxon manners, 


* Order, Vital. p. 868. + W. Malm. p. 165. H. Hunt. p. 381. Hoveden, pe 476. Brompton, 


p. 1012, t Sim. Dunelm. p. 242. Alured Beverl. p. 148. || Order. Vital. p. 868, 
§ Hoveden, p. 476. Order. Vital. p. 869. Sim. Dunelm. P. 242. 
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| Parnce William left no childrens and the King had not now any legitimate Chap. VI, 
iffue ;.except one daughter, Matilda, whom, in 1110, he had betrothed, tho’ 
only eight years of age*, to the Emperor Henry V, and whom he had then 
fent over to be educated in Germany +. But as her abfence from the kingdom, p.. 0. toad 
and her marriaze into a foreign family, might endanger the fucceffion, Henry, ae 
who. was now a ‘widower, was induced to marry in hopes of having fons; and | 
he made his addrefles to Adelais, daughter of Godfrey, duke of Lovaine, and ae 
niece to Pope Calixtus, a young princefs of an amiable perfon{. But Adelais 
brought him no children ; and. the prince, who was moft likely to difpute the 
fucceffion, and even the immediate poffeffion of the crown, recovered hopes of 
fubverting his rival, who had fucceffively feized all his patrimonial dominions, 
William, the fon of duke Robert, was {till protected in the court of Lewis, King 
of France ; and as Flenry’s connexions with Faulk, count of Anjou, were broke 
off by the death of his fon, that count joined the party of the unfortunate prince, 
eave him his daughter in marriage, and affifted him in raifing difturbances in Nor- 
mandy. But Henry found the means of drawing off the count of Anjou, by 
forming anew with him a nearer connexion than the former, and one more mate- 
ial to the interefts of his family, ‘The Emperor, his fon-in-law, dying without = 1177 
iffue, he beftowed his daughter on Geoffrey, the eldeft fon of Fulk, and endea- 
voured to enfure her fucceffion, by having her recognized heir of all his domi- 
nions, and obliging the barons both of Normandy and England to {wear fealty 
to her |. He hoped, that the choice of this hufband would be more agreeable to 
all his fubjeéts than that of the Emperor; as fecuring them from the fears of fall- 
ing under the dominion of a great and diftant potentate, who might bring them 
into fubjeCtion, and reduce their country to the rank of a province: But the ba- 
rons were difpleafed, that a ftep fo material to national interefts had been taken 
without confultirlg them §; and Henry had experienced too fenfibly the turbu- 


* Chron. Sax. p. 215. W. Malm. p. 166. Order. Vital. p. 838. 
+ Henry, by the feudal cuitoms, was intitled to levy a tax for the marrying his eldeft daughter, 
_-and he exaéted three fhillings a hydeon all England. H. Hunt, p. 379. Some hiftorians (as Brady, 
p. 270. and Tyrell, vol. il, p. 182.) heedlefsly make this fum amount to above 800,000 pounds of 
our prefent money: But it could not exceéd 135,000. Five hydes, fometimes lels, made a knight’s 
_ fee, of which there were about 60,000 in England, confequently near 300,000 hydes ; and at the rate 
of thrée h lings a hyde, the fum would amount to 45,050 pounds, or 135,00 of our prefent money. 
See Rudborne, p. 257. Inthe Saxon times, there were only computed. 243,600 hydes in England. 
+ Chron, Sax. p. 223... W. Malm, p. 16s. | Chron. Sax. p. 230.. W, Malm. p, 175. 
Gul. Gemet, p. 304. Chron. St, Petri de Burgo, p. 68. 
§ W. Malm: p.175. The Annals of Waverly, p. 150. fay, thatthe King atked and obtained 
the confent of all the barons. 
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Chap, VI. lency of their difpofition, not to dread the effects of their refentment. It feemed: 
probable, that -his nephew's party might gain force from the increafe of the male- 
contents; and an acceffion of power, whicli that prince inherited a little after, 
tended to render his pretenfions ftill more dangerous. Charlés earl of Flanders - 
being aflaffinated during the celebration of divine fervice, King Lewis imme-. 

diately put the young prince in pofiéffion of that county, to cHidh he had pre- 
tenfions, in the right of his grandmother Matilda, wifeto the Conqueror *: But’ 
William furvived a very little time this piece of good fdrtune, which feemed to: 
open the door to ftill farther profperity. He was killed in a {Kirmith with the - 
landgrave of Alface, his competitor for Flanders; and his death put an-end, for: 
the prefent, to the jealoufy and inquietude of Henry fF. 

Tue chief merit of this prince’s government confifts in the profound tranquil-. 
lity which he eftablifhed and maintained throughout all his dominions during | 
the greateft part of his reign$. The mutinous barons were retained in fubjec- 
tion; and his neighbours, in every attempt which they made upon him, found * 
him fo well prepared, that they were difcouraged from continuing or renewing 
their enterprizes. In order to reprefs the incurfions of the Welth, he brought, 
over fome Flemings in the year r111, and fettled them in Pembrokefhire, where 
they long maintained a different language, and cuftoms and manners, from their 
neighbours |; Tho” his government feems to have been arbitrary in England, | 
i€ was judicious and prudent; and was as little oppreffive as the neceffity of his 
affairs would permit. He wanted not attention to the redrefs of grievances; and 
hiftorians mention in particular the levying purveyance, which he endeavoured 
to moderate and reftrain, ‘The tenants in the King’s demefne lands were at thar 
time obliged to fupply gratis the court with provifions, and to furnifh carriages 
on the fame hard terms, when the King made a progrefs’ into any of the coun- 
tres. Thefe exactions were fo grievous, and levied ‘in fo licentious a manner; © 
that the farmers, when they heard of the court’s approach, often deferted. their - 
homes; as if an-enemy had. invaded them §; and fheltered their. perfons. and fa- 
milies inthe woods from. the infults of the King’s retinue. Henry prohibited : 
thefe enormities, and punifhed the perfons guilty of them by cutting of their 
hands, legs, or other. members |. But the prerogative was perpetual; the res. 
medy applied by Henry.was but wisieeiscr so ; and the violence of this remedy, 
fo far from being a fecurity to the people, was only a proof of the ferocity of the - 
government in. that age, and threatened a quick return of like abufes. 


* Chron. Sax. p- 231. Gul.Gem. p.299. Alur. Beverl.’p. rot. 


t Gul. Gemet. p. 302. | W. Malm. p. 158. Brompton, p. 1003.- 
p. 9q- Chron, Sax, p. 212, 
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Owe great and difficult object of the King’s prudence was.the guarding againtt 
the incroachments' of the court of Rome, and protecting the liberties of the 
church of England. The Pope, in the year rrot, had fent Guy, archbifhop of 
Vienne, as legate into Britain ; and tho’ he was the firft that for many years had 
appeared there in that character, and his commiffion gave general furprize *, the 
King, who was then in the commencement of his reign, and was attended with 
many difficulties, was obliged to fubmit to this encroachment on his authority. 
But in the year 4116, Anfelm, abbot of St. Sabas, who was coming over with 
a like legatine commiflion, was prohibited to enter the kingdom +; and Pope 
Calixtus, who in his turn was then labouring under many difficulties, by reafon 
of the pretenfions of Gregory, an anti-pope, was obliged to promife, that he 
never would for the future, except when folicited by the King himfelf, fend any 
legate into England {. Notwithftanding this engagement, the Pope, fo foon as 
he had fuppreffed his antagonift, granted the Cardinal de'Crema a legatine com- 
miffion for that kingdom; and the King, who, by reafon of his nephew’s in- 
trigues and invafions, found himfelf at that time in a dangerous fituation, was 
obliged to fubmit to the exercife of this commiffion |. A fynod was called by 
the legate at London ; where, among other canons, a vote pafied, enacting fe- 
vere penalties on the marriage of the clergy § ; and the ‘Cardinal, ina public ha- 
declared it to be an unpardonable enormity, that a prieft fhould dare to 
confecrate and touch the body of Chrift immediately after he had rifen from the 
fide of a ftrumpet: For that was the decent appellation which he gave to the 
wives of the clergy. But it happened, that, the very next night, the officers of 
juftice, breaking into a diforderly houfe, found the Cardinal in bed with a cour- 
tezan 1; an incident which threw fuch a ridicule upon him, that he immediately 
ftole out of the kingdom: The fynod broke up; and the canons again{t the mar- 
riage of clergymen were worfe executed than ever *. 

Henry, in order to prevent this alternate revolution of conceffions and in- 
croachments, fent William, then archbifhop of Canterbury, to remonftrate with 
the court of Rome againft thefe abufes, and to affert the liberties of the Englifh 
It was an ufual maxim with every Pope, when he found that he could 


churches. 

not prevail in any pretenfion, to grant princes or ftates a power which they had 
* Eadmer, p. 58. + Hoveden, p. 474. Se: Hadmer, p. 125, 137, 138. 
jj Chron.'Sax, p, 229. § Spelm. Conc. vol. il. -p. 34. 


H. Huntingdon, p. 382. 
makes an apology 
s notorious, and 


|. ‘Hoveden, p. 478. ™M. Paris, p. 48. Matth. Weit. ad ann, 1125. 
It is remarkable, that this laft writer, who was a clergyman as well as the others, 
for ufing fuch freedom with the fathers of the church; but fays, that the fact wa 
ought not to be concealed, _ * Chron, Sax. p. 234. 
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always exercifed, to refume at @ proper feafon the claim: which feemed to be re-- 
figned, and to pretend, that the civil magiftrate had poflefied the authority only 
from a f{pecial indulgence of the Roman pontiff. After this manner, the Pope,. 
finding that the French nation would not admit his claim of granting inveftitures, 
had paffed a bull, giving the King that authority ; and he now practifed a like 
invention to elude the complaints of the King of England. He made the:arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury his legate, renewed his commiffion from time to time, and 
ftill’ pretended, that the rights, which that prelate had ever exercifed’as-metropo- 
lican, were-entirely derived from the indulgence of the apoftolic fee: The Eng- 
lifhprinces; and Henry in particular, who were glad to avoid any prefent conteft 
of fo dangerous a ‘nature, commonly acquiefced by their filence in thefe pretens 
fions of the court of Rome *. | 


As every thing in England remained in the utmoft. tranquillity, Henry, took 
the opportunity of paying. a vifit to. Normandy, to. which he was invited, as. welt: 
by his affection for that country, as by his. tendernefs for his daughter. the Em- 

refs, Matilda, who was always his favourite. Some time after, that princefs: 
was delivered of a fon,.who received the name of Henry; and the King,. farther: 
to enfure her fucceflion, made-all the nobility.of England and: Normandy renew 
the oath: of.fealty, which: they bad already. fworn..to her +.. The. joy. of .thig. 


event, andthe fatisfaction which he-reaped from, his .daughter’s company, whe 
bore fucceflively two, other fons, made his refidence in Normandy very acree— 
able to him; and he.feemed determined to pafs the reft of his days in that 
country ; when an.incarfion of the. Welfh obliged him to. think of returning: into: 
England... He. was preparing, forthe journey,, when he was feized with a fudden 
lnefs at St. Dennis le Forment, from eating too. plentifully of lampreys, -a-food’ 
which always agreed better with his~ palate’ than. his, conftitution-, He died in: 


* ‘The legates @ /atere, as they werecalled, were a kind of delepates, who poffeffed the full power 
of the Pope in all the provinces committed to their charge, and were: very bufy invextending, as well 
asexercifing it, ‘I hey nominated to all-vacant benefices, affembled fynods, and: were-anxiousto main» 
tain ecclefiaftical privileges, which never could be fully: proteGed without incroachments on the civil: 
power. If there was the teaft concurrence or oppofiticn, it was always fuppofed that the eivil aan 
was to give way: Every deed, which had the leaf pretenée of holding of any thing fpiritual, as mar-— 
rages, teltaments, promiffory oaths, were brought into the {piritual court, and could not be canvaf- 
fed before a civil magiftrate. ‘T'hefe were the eftablifhed Jaws of the church; and where a legate was. 
fent immediately. from Rome, he Was fure to malotain the papal claims.with the utmoft. rigors a 
it was an advantage to the King to have the archbifhop of Canterbury a Ointed lepa: (ge 
connexions of re prelate ore ihe kingdom tended Bae ab ihe his chip sibby “Psi S RES 


+ W. Malm. p, 177, _. ¥ ant. p. gic, | H. Hunt. p.385,. ‘M-Baris;-p, 508 
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the fixty-feventh year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his reign; leaving by will 
his daughter, Matilda, -heirefs of ail his dominions, without making any men- 


tion of her hufband, Geoffrey, who had given him feveral caufes of difpleafure *.. 


Tuis prince was one of the moft accomplifhed that has filled the Englifh throne, 
and poffeffed ‘all the qualities both of body and mind, natural and acquired, which 


| ah pe 
could fit him for the high ftation, to which he attained. His perfon was manly, 


his countenance engaging, his eyes clear, ferene, and penetrating. The affabi- 
lity of his addrefs encouraged thofe who might be overawed by the fenfe of his 
dignity or of his wifdom’; and tho’ he often indulged his facetious humour, he 
knew how to temper it with difcretion, and ever kept at a diftance from all in- 
decent familiarities with his courtiers. His fuperior eloquence and judgment 
would have given him an, afcendant even had he been born ina private {tation ; 
and his perfonal bravery would have procured him refpect, even thi” it had been 
lefs fupported by art and policy, By his: gteat progrefs in hterature, he acquired 
the name of Beau-clerc or the {cholar; but his application to thefe fedentary pur- 
fuits abated’ nothing of the activity and vigilance of his government; and tho’ 
the learnine of that age was' better fitred to corrupt than improve the underitand- 
ing; his natural good fenfe preferved ifelf untainted both from the pedantry’ and. 
foperftition, which were ‘then {6 prevalent among men of letters. Tis temper 
was'very fufceptible ‘of tliéfentiments as well oPfriend{iip: a8: of refentment 5. 
and’ his ambition, tho? high; might be efteemed moderaté and reafonable; had 
rot: his: conduct’ towards his’ brother and nephew fhowed’ that héwas too much 
difpofed to facrifice to it all the maxims of juftice and equity: - But* the’ total 
incapacity of Robert for government afforded his younger brother a reafon or 
pretence for feizing the {cepter both.of Normandy and England; and when vio- 
lence and ufurpation are once begun, neceffity obliges a prince to continue in 
the fame criminal courfe, and engages him in? ni@aftires; which His better judg- 
ment and founder principles would otherwifle have induced him to reject with. 


' warmth and‘indignation. 


Kine Henry was much additted to women ; -and hiftorians mention no lefs: 
: 5 . - a N 
than feven illegitimate fons and fix daughters, who were born tohim{. Hunt 


ing was alfo one of his. favourite amufements ; and he exercifed great mgor - 
@ tnis- 


; ; Rath 
thofe who encroached on the royal forelts, which were = 
reign j, tho’ their number and extent were already enormous. To kill a ftag was 

= ies, + . 
as criminal as to murder a man: He made all the dogs be mutilated, which were 
kept on the borders. of his forefts: And he fometimes deprived his fubjects of the 

*?V7\ Malm../p. 178. + Order, Vital. p. 805. +t Gul, Gemet, lib. 8. cap. 29. 
| W. Malm. p. Pike : | Wberty 
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liberty of hunting on their own lands, or even cutting their own woods.. In 
other refpects, he executed juftice, and that with rigour.; the beft- maxim which a 
prince in that age could follow, Stealing was firft made-capital in:this‘ reign * : 
Falfe coining, which was then a very common crime, and which had .ex- 
tremely debafed the money, was punifhed .feverely by Henry +. ‘Near fifty 
criminals of this kind were at one time hanged or mutilated ; and tho’ thefe pu- 
nifhments feem to have been exercifed in fomewhat an arbitrary manner, they 
were grateful to the people, more attentive to.prefent advantages, than jealous of 
general laws. There isa code, which pafles under the name of Henry I. but 
the beft antiquarians have agreed not to think it.genuine, It is however a very 
antient compilation, and may be ufeful to inftruét us in the manners and cuftoms 
of the times. It appears from it, that a great diftinCtion was then made between 
‘the Englifh and “Normans, much to the advantage of the latter. The deadly 
feuds and. the liberty of private revenge, which had been avowed by the Saxon 
Jaws, were. ftill. continued, and were not yet wholly illegal |). | 
Henry, on his acceffion, granted a charter to London, which feems to have 

been the firft ftep towards rendering that city a corporation. By this charter, they. 
were empowered. to hold the farm of Middlefex at three hundred pounds a year, 
to elect their own fheriff and jufticiary, and to hold pleas of the crown ; they 
were exempted from Scot, Danegelt, trials by combat, and lodging the King’s 
retinue. Thefe, with a confirmation of the privileges of their court of Huftings, 
wardmotes, and common halls, and-their liberty of hunting in Middlefex and 
‘Surrey, are the chief articles of this charter §. 


“®’Sim. Dunelm. p. 231. Brompton, p. 1000. Flor. Wigorn. p. 653. Hoveden, p. 471. 
+ Sim. Dunelm. p, 231. Brompton, p. 1coo. Hoveden, p. 471. Annail. Waverl. P- 149. 
} LL. Hen. 1. § 18, 75, || LL. Hen. § 82. 

§ Lambardi Archaionomia ex edit. Twifden Wilkins, p. 235. 
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N the progrefs and fettlément of the feudal law, the male fucceffion to fiefs 
had taken place fome time before the female was admitted ; and eftates, being 
confidered as military benefices, not as property, were tranfmitted to fuch only 
as could ferve in the armies, and perform in perfon the conditions upon which 
+... ° + ’ : : . 
they were originally granted. But after that the continuance of rights, during 
fome generations, in the fame family, had, in fome meafure, obliterated the pri- 
mitive idea, the females were gradually admitted to the poffeffion of feudal.pro- 


perty;.and the fame revolution of principles, which procured them the inhe- ' 


ritance of private eftates, naturally introduced their fucceffion to government and 
authority. The failure, therefore, of male-heirs to the kingdom of England and 
dutchy of Normandy, feemed to leave the fucceffion open, .without a rival, 
to the emprefs, Matilda; and as. Henry had made all his vaffals in both ftates 
fwear fealty.to her, he prefumed, that they would not.eafily be.induced to depart 
at once from her hereditary right, and .from their own reiterated oaths and en- 
gagements. But the irregular manner, in. which he himfelf had acquired the 
crown, might inftruc& him, that neither his Norman nor Englifh fubjects were 
as yet capable of adhering to a ftrict rule of government ; and as every precedent 
of this kind feems to give authority to new ufurpations, he had reafon to dread, 
even from his own family, fome invafion of his danghter’s title, which he had 
taken fuch pains to eftablifh. 


Apexa, daughter. of William the Conqueror, had been married to Stephen, 
count of Blois, and had brought him feveral fons; among whom, Stephen, and 
Henry, the two youngeft, had been invited over to England by the late King, 
and had received great honours, riches, and preferment from the zealous friend- 
fhip, which that prince bore to every one, that had been fo fortunate as to.ac- 
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quire his favour and cood opinion. Henry, who had betaken himfelt to the 
ecclefiaftical profeflion, was created abbot of Glaftenbury and bifhop of Win- 
chefter; and tho’ thefe dignities were confiderable, Stephen, his brother, had, 
from his uncle’s liberality; attained eftablifhments ftill more folid and durable *. 
The King had married him to Matilda, who- was daughter and heir of Euftace 
count of Boulogne, and who brought him, befides that feudal fovereignty in 
France, an immenfe property in England, which, ta the diftribution of lands, 
had been conferred by the Conqueror on the family of Boulogne. S:ephen alfo 
by this marriage acquired a new connexion with the royal family of England; 
as Mary, his wife’s mother, was fifter to David, the prefent King of Scotland, 
and to Matilda, the firft wife of Henry, and mother of the emprefs. The King, 
{till imagining, that he ftrenothened the imterefts of his family by the ‘ageran- 
dizement of Stephen, took a pleafure in enriching him by the grant of new pof- 
fefions; and he cenferred on him the great eftate fo)feited by Robert Mallet in 
England, and that forfeited’ by the earl of Mortaignein Normandy. Stephen, in 
return, profeffed a great attachment to his uncle; and appeared fo zealous for the 
fucceffion of Matilda, that when the barons fwore fealty to that princefs, he con- 
tended with Robert, earl of Glocefter, the King’s natural fon, who fhould firft 
be admitted to give her this teftimony of devoted zeal and fidelity. Mean 
while, he continued to cultivate, by every art of popularity, the friendfhip and 
affection of the Enelifh nation; and many virtues, with which he feemed to be 
endowed, favoured the fuccefs of his intentions, By his bravery, activity and 
visor, he acquired the efteem of the barons: By his generofity, and by an af- 
fable and familiar addrefs, unufual! in that age among men of his high quality, he 
obtained the affections of the people, particularly of the Londoners $. And tho” 
he dared not to take any fteps towards his farther grandeur, left he might expofe 
himfelf to the jealoufy of fo penetrating a prince as Henry ; he ftill hoped, thar, 
by accumulating riches and power, and by acquiring popularity, he might fome 
time be able to open his way to the throne, | 

No fooner had Elenry expired, than Stephen, infenfible to all the ties of gra- 
titude and fidelity, and blind to. danger, gave full reins to his criminal ambi- 
tion, and trufted, that, even without any previous intrigue, the celerity of his 
enterprize and the boldnefs of his attempt might overcome the weak attachment, 
which the Englifh and Normans in that age bore to the laws, and to the rights 
of their fovereion. He haftened over to England’; and tho’ the citizens of Dover, 
and thofe of Canterbury, apprized of his purpofe, fhut their gates againft him, 


* Gul, Nenbr. p. 360. Brompton, p. 1023, + W, Malm. p. 192. 
t W. Malmef. p. 179, Geft. Step. p. 928, 
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he ftopped not till he arrived at London, where fome of the lower rank, inftigated 
by his emiffaries, as well as moved by his general popularity, immediately faluted 
him King. _ His next point was to acquire the good will of the clergy; and by 
performing the ceremony of his coronation, put himfelf in pofleffion of the throne, 
from which, he was confident, it would not be eafy afterwards to expel him, 
His brother, the bifhop of Winchefter, was ufeful to him in thefe capital articles; 
and having gained Roger, bifhop of Salifbury *, who, tho’ he owed a oreat for- 
tune and advancement to the favour of the late King, preferved no fenfe of gra- 
titude to that prince’s family, he applied, in conjunction with that prelate, to 
William, archbifhop of Canterbury, and required him, in virtue of his office, 
to put the crown upon the head of Stephen. ‘The primate, who, as well as all the 
others, had {worn fealty to Matilda, refufed to perform this ceremony +; but his 
oppofition was overcome by an expedient equally difhonourable with the other 
{teps, by which this great revolution was affected. Hugh Bigod, fteward of the 
houfhold, made oath before the primate, that the late King, on his death-bed, 
had difcovered a diffatisfaction with his daughter Matilda, and had expreffed his 
intention of leaving the count of Boulogne heir to all his dominions {. William, 
either believing or feigning to believe Bigod’s teftimony, anointed Stephen, 
and put the crown upon his head; and by this religious ceremony, that prince, 
without any fhadow either of hereditary title or confent of the nobility or people, 
was allowed to proceed to the exercife of fovereign authority. Very few barons 
attended his coronation |}; but none oppofed his ufurpation, however unjuft or 
flagrant. The fentiment of religion, which, if corrupted into fuperftition, has 
often little efficacy in fortifying the duties of civil fociety, overlooked the mul- 
tiplied oaths, taken in favour of Matilda, and only rendered the people obedient 
to a prince, who was countenanced by the clergy, and who had received from the 
primate the rite of royal unction and confecration §. 


STepHEN, that he might farther fecure his tottering throne, paffed a charter, 
in which he made liberal promifes to all orders of men; to the clergy, that he 
would fpeedily fill all vacant benefices, and would never levy the rents of any of 
them during the interval ; to the nobility, that they fhould not be profecuted for 
hunting in their own forefts; and to the people, that he would remit the tax of 


* H. Hunt. p. 386. Gul. Neubr. p. 360, 362. Ann, Waverl. p.152. 
+ Geft Steph. p. 929. t+ Matth. Paris, p. 51. Diceto, p. 505. 


| Brompton, p. 1023. 
§ Such ftrefs was formerly laid on the rite of coronation, that the monkifh writers never give any 


prince the title of King, till he is crowned; tho’ he had for fome time been in poflefion of the 


crown, and exercifed all the powers of fovereignty. 
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Chap. VII, Danegelt, and ‘reftore the laws of King Edward*,.. The late King had a ereat 
1135. treafure at Winchefter, amounting to a hundred thoufand pounds +: And Ste- - 
phen, by feizing this. money, immediately turned againft Henry’s family, the 
precaution, .W hich that prince had employed for their grandeur and fecurity: An 
event, which naturally attends the policy of amaffing treafures. By means of 
this money, the ufurper infured the compliance, tho’ not the attachment, of the 
principal clergy and nobility ; and hot trufting to this frail fecurity, he invited 
over from the continent, particulatly from Britanny.and Flanders, great num-- 
bers of thofe bravos or diforderly foldiers, with whom every country in Europe, . 
by reafon of the general ill police and turbulent governments, extremely abound- 
ed}. Thefe mercenary troops guarded his throne, by the terrors of the {word ;- 
and Stephen, that he miglit alfo overawe all malcontents by new and additional . 
terrors of religion, procured a bull from Rome, which ratified his title, and’ 
which the Pope, feeing this prince in actual pofftffion of the throne, and pleated 
with an appeal to his authority in fecular. controverfies, very readily granted. 
him |. 3 


Maritpa,.and her hufband, Geoffrey,.were as unfortunate in Normandy. as 
they had been in England. The Norman nobility, moved by an -hereditary ani-- 
mofity againft the Angevins, firft applied to Theobald, count of Blois, Stephen’s 
elder brother, for protection and affiftance § ; but hearing afterwards, . that 
Stephen had got poffeffion of the Englifh crown, and having many of them. the 
fame reafons as formerly for defiring a continuance of their union with that king- 
dom, they traasferred their allegiance to Stephen, and put him in poffeffion of their 
eovernment 1. Lewis the younger, the prefent King of France, accepted of the - 
homage of Euftace, Stephen’s eldeft fon, for the dutchy; and the farther to cor- 
roborate his connexions with that family, he betrothed his fifter, Conftantia, 
to the young prince *, The count of Blois refigned all his pretenfions, and 
received in lieu of them a penfion of two thoufand marks; and Geoffrey himfelf - 
was obliged to conclude a.truce for two years with Stephen, on condition of the 
King’s paying him, during that time, a penfion of five thoufand -. Stephen, 


who had taken a journey to Normandy, finifhed all thefe tranfactions in perfon, 
and foon after returned to England. 


* W. Malmef. p.179. Hoveden, p. 482. MM. Paris, p.cg1. Hagul. p. 314. Brompton, 
p- 1024. 7 W. Malm. p.179. Chron. Sax. p. 238. Geft. Stephen, p.g2z9. M. Paris, p. 51. 
t W. Malmef, p. 179. || Hagulftad, p. 259. 313. § Order. Vitalis, p, goz. M. 


Paris, p. 51. 4+ Order, Vita'. p. 903. * Hoveden, p. 482. Gervafe, p. 1350. 
+ M. Paris, pe 52. | 
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Rozert, earl of Glocefter, natural fon of the late King, was a man of honour 
and ability; and as he was much attached to the interefts of his fifter, Matilda, 
and zealous for the lineal fucceffion to the crown, it was chiefly from his intrigues 
and refiftance, that the King had reafon to dread a new revolution of government. 
This nobleman, when he received intelligence of Stephen’s acceffion, was much 
embarrafled concerning the meafures, which he fhould purfue in that difficult 
emergency. To fwear allegiance to the ufurper appeared to him very difhonour- 
able, and a breach of his oath to Matilda: To refufe giving this pledge of his 
fidelity was to banifh himfelf from England, and be totally incapacitated from 
ferving the royal family, or contributing to their reftoration *. . He offered 
Stephen to do him homage and to take the oath of fealty ; but with an exprefs 
condition, that the King fhould maintain all his ftipulations, and fhould never 
invade any of Robert’s rights or dignities : And Stephen, tho’ fenfible, that this 
referve, fo unufual in itfelf, and fo unbefitting the duty of a fubject, was meant 
only to afford Robert a pretence for a revolt on the firft favourable opportunity, 
was obliged, by the numerous friends and retainers of that nobleman, to receive 
him on thefe terms+. The clergy, who could fcarce, at this time, be deemed 
fubjeéts to the crown, imitated that dangerous example; and annexed to their 
oath of allegiance this condition, that they were only bound fo long as the King 
defended the ecclefiaftical liberties, and fupported the difcipline of the church y. 
The barons, in return for their fubmiffion, exacted terms {till more deftructive of 
public peace, as wellas of royal authority : Many of them required the right of 
fortifying their caftles, and of putting themfelves in a pofture of defence, and the 
King found himfelf totally unable to refufe his confent to this-exorbitant de- 
mand ||. All England was immediately filled with thefe fortreffes, which the 
noblemen garrifoned, either with their vaflals, or with licentious foldiers, who 
flocked to them from all quarters. Unbounded rapine was exercifed upon the 
people for the maintenance of thefe troops; and private animofities, which had 
with difficulty@been reftrained by law, now breaking out without controul, ren- 
dered England a fcene of uninterrupted violence and devaftation. Wars between 
the nobles were carried on with the utmoft fury in every quarter; the barons 
even afflumed the right of coining money, and of exercifing, without appeal, 
every act of jurifdiction §, and the inferior gentry, as well as the people, finding 
no defence from the laws, during this total diffolution of. fovereign authority, 
were obliged, for their immediate fafety, to pay court to fome neighbouring 
chieftain, and to purchafe his protection, both by fubmitting to his exactions, 

* Malmef. p. 179. + Ibid. M. Paris, p. 51. t W. Malmef. p. 179. 

|| Malmef. p. 180. § Trivet. p. 19: Gul. Neubr. p. 372. Chron. Teming. p. 487+ 
Brompion, p. 1035. 
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and by affifling him in his rapine upon others, The erection of one caftle proved 
the immediate caule of building many more; and even thofe, who obtained not 
the King’s permiflion, thought themfelves intitled, by the great principle of felf- 
prefervation, to put themfelves on an equal footing with their neighbours, who 
commonly were alfo their enemies and rivals. The ariftocratical power, which 
is fo tyrannical and oppreffive in the feudal governments, had now rifen to its 
utmoft height, during the reign of a prince, who, tho’ endued with vigour and 
ability, had ufurped the throne without the pretence of a title, and who was ne- 
ceffitated to tolerate in others the fame violence, to which he himf{elf had been: 
beholden for his fovereignty. 


But Stephen was not of a difpofition to fubmit long to thefe ufurpations, 
without making fome: efforts for the recovery of royal authority. Finding that 
the legal prerogatives of the crown were refifted and abridged, he was alfo: 
tempted to make his power the fole meafure of his conduct; and to violate 
all thofe conceflions, which he himfelf had made on his acceflion *, as well as 
the antient and eftablifhed privileges of his fubjeéts. The mercenary foldiers, 
who chiefly fupported his authority, having exhaufted the royal treafure, fubfifted: 
by. depredations ; and every place was filled with the beft grounded complaints: 
again{t the government. The earl of Glocefter, having now fettled with his. 
friends the projeét of an infurreétion, retired beyond fea, fent the King a defiance, 
folemnly renounced his allegiance, and upbraided him with the breach of thofe- 
conditions, which had been annexed to the oath of fealty, fworn by that-noble- - 
man‘. David, King of Scotland, appeared at the head of an army in defence. 
of his niece’s title, and penetrating into Yorkthire, committed the moft bar- 
barous devaftations on that country {. The fury of his maffacres and ravages, 
enraged the northern nobility, who might otherwife have been inclined to join 
him; and William earl of Albemarle, William Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger: 
Moubray, Ilbert Lacy, Walter d’Efpee, powerful barons in thofe pangs, affembled: 
an army, with which they encamped at North-Allerton, and awaited the arrival of 
the enemy. A great battle was here fought, called the battle of the Standard, 
from a high crucifix, erected by the Englith on a waggon, and carried along, 
with the army as a military enfign {. The King of Scots was routed with reat: 
flaughter, and he himfelf, as well as his fon, Henry, very narrowly efcaped fal- 
ling into the hands of the Englifh, This fuccefs. overawed the malcontents in. 


* Malmef. p. 180. M. Paris, p- 5h t W. Malinef. p. 180. t H: Hunt. 
p- 388.  Hoveden, p. 482. M. Paris, Pp. 52- Gul, Neubr. p. 361. Chron. de Mailr. p. 166,. 
Haguiftad, p. 2€0, 316, Brompton, p. 1025. | Chron, Sax, p. 241. H. Hunt. p. 388, 
Hoveden, p. 483. Order, Vitalis, Pp» 918. Chron, Norman, p.977.  Trivet, De 7. 
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England, and might have given fome ftability to Stephen’s throne, had he not Chap. VIF. 

. p ; 38, 
been fo elated with profperity as to engage in a controverfy with the clergy, who & 
were at that time an overmatch for any monarch, 7 


To’ the exorbitant power of the church, in antient times, weakened the au- 
thority of the crown, and interrupted the courfe of the laws, it may be doubred, 
whether, in ages of fuch violence and outrage, it was not rather advantageous 
that fome limits were fet to the power of the fword, both in the hands of the 
prince and nobles, and that men were taught to pay regard to fome princi- 
ples and privileges. The chief misfortune was, that the prelates, on fome occa- 
fions, acted entirely as barons, employed military power againft their fovereign or 
their neighbours, and thereby often increafed thofe diforders, which it was their 
duty to reprefs. The bifhop of Salifbury, in imitation of the nobility, had bui't 
two {trong caftles, one at Sherborne, another at the Devizes, and had laid the 
foundations of a third at Malmefbury: His nephew, Alexander bifhop of Lin- 
coln, had erected a fortrefs at Newark: And Stephen, who was now fenfible 
from experience of the mifchiefs attending thefe multiplied citadels, refolved to 772” 
begin with deftroying thofe of the clergy, who by their function feemed lefs in- 
titled than the barons to fuch military fecurities*, Taking pretence of a fray, 
which had arifen in court between the retinue of the bifhop of Salifbury and 
that of the earl of Britanny, he feized both that prelate and the bifhop of Lin- 
coln, threw them into prifon, and obliged them by menaces to deliver up 


thofe places of ftrength which they had lately erected +. 


Henry, bifhop of Winchefter, the King’s brother, being armed with a lega- 
tine commiffion, now conceived himfelf to be an ecclefiaftical fovereign no lefs 
powerful than the civil; and forgetting the ties of blood which conneéted him 
with the King, he refolved to vindicate the privileges of the church, which, he 
pretended, were here openly violated. He affembled a fynod at Welftminfter, ,-¢) Auguf, 
and there complained of the impiety of Stephen’s meafures, who had employed 
violence againft the dignitaries of the church, and had nor awaited the fentence 
of a fpiritual court, by whom alone, he affirmed, they could ‘lawfully be tried 
and condemned, if their conduct had anywife merited cenfure or punifhment fT : 
The fynod ventured to fend a fummons to the King, charging him to appear be-. 
fore them, and to jultify his meafures || ;.and Stephen, inftead of refenting this in- 
dignity, fent Aubrey de Vere to plead his caufe before that aflembly. De Vere 
accufed the two prelates of treafon and fedition ;. but the fynod refuted to try the 


* Gul. Neubr. p. 362. + Chron. Sax.. p. 238. W..Malmef. p. 181, Order; Vital. 
Pp: 919,920. Geft. Steph. p. 944. Chron. Norm. p. 978... Trivet. p. 7. Gervate, p. 134:, 
t+ W. Malm. p.. 182. | W. Malm. p. i8z. M. Paris, p. 53. 
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Chap, VII, caufe, or examine their ean tll i sabanyais of which Male been dif. 
1139. poffefied, were previoully reftored to them ‘. ‘T he bifhop of Salifbury appealed 
to the Pope; and had not Stephen and his partizans employed menaces, and 
even fhown a difpofition of executing violence by the hands of the foldiery, af- 

fairs had inftantly come to extremity between the crown and the mitre +. 
Wuice this quarrel, joined to fo many other grievances, encreafed the difcon- 
tents among the people, the Emprefs, invited by the opportunity, and fecretly 
encouraged by the legate himfelf, landed in England, with Robert earl of Glo- 
TofarreQionin cefters and a retinue of an hundred and forty knights {. She fixed her refidence 
favour of Ma- at Arundel! caftl % whofe Cates were opened to her by Adelais, the Queen-dow- 
nari ager, now married to William de Albini, earl of Suffex; and fhe excited by 
meflengers her partizans to take arms in every county of England. Adelais, who 
had expected that her daughter-in-law would have invaded the kingdom with a 
much greater force, became apprehenfive of danger {!; and Matilda, to eafe her 
of her fears, removed firft to Briftol, which belonged to her brother Robert §, 
thence to Glocefter, where fhe remained under the protection of Miles, a gallant 
nobleman in thofe parts, who had embraced her caufe. Soon after, Geoffrey 
Talbot, William Mohun, Ralph Lovel, William Fitz-John, William Fitz- 
Alan, Paganell, and many other barons, declared for her}; and her party, 
which was generally favoured in the kingdom, feemed every day to gain ground 


upon that-of her antagonitft. 
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Were we to relate all the military events tranfmitted to us by contemporary 
,and authentic hiftorians, it would be eafy to fwell our accounts of this reign into 
a large volume; but thefe incidents, fo little memorable in themfelves, and fo 
confufed both in time and place; could afford neither inftru@ion nor entertain- 
ment to the reader. It fuffices to fay, that the war was {pread into every quar- 
ter; and that thofe turbulent barons, who had already fhaken off, in a great 
meafure, the reflraint of government, having now obtained the pretence of a 
public caufe, carried on their. devaftations with redoubled fury, exercifed im- 
placable vengeance on each other, and fet no bounds to their oppreffion over 
the people. The caftles of the nobility were become receptacles of licenfed 
robbers, who, fallying forth day and night, committed fpoil on the-pen coun- 
try, on the villages, and even on the cities; put the captives to torture, in or- 
der to make them difcover their treafures ; fold their perfons to flavery ; and fet 
fire to the houfes, after they had. pillaged them of every thing valuable, The 
fiercenefs of their difpofition, leading them to commit wanton deftruction, fruf- 


2 
W, vee p. 183, + Ibid. { Ibid, | W. Malmef. p. 184. Gervafe, p, 1346. 
y Gelt. steph. p. 9497. Gervafe, p. 1346, + Order. Vitalis, p.g17. M. Paris, p. 52. 
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trated their rapacity of its purpofe ; and the property.and perfons even of the ec- Chap. VIIy. 
clefiaftics, generally fo much revered, were at laft, from neceffity, expoied to ‘''3? 
the fame outrage, which had laid wafte the reft of the kingdom. | The land was 

left untilled ; the inftruments of hufbandry deftroyed or abandoned 5 and a orie- 

vous famine, the natural refult of thefe diforders, affected equally both parties, 

and reduced the fpoilers, as well as the defencelefs people, to the moft extreme 

want and indigence *. 


; Arter feveral fruitlefs negotiations and treaties of peace, which never inter- 1840. 
rupted thofe deftructive hoftilities, there happened at laft an event, which feemed 
to promife fome end of the public calamities. Ralph, earl of Chefter, and his 
half brother, William de Roumara, partizans of Matilda, had furprized the 
cattle of Lincoln +; but the:citizens, who were-better affected to Stephen, ha- 
ving invited him to their aid, that prince4daid clofe fiege to the caftle, in hopes 
of rendering himfelf foon matter of the: place, either by affault or famine. ‘The 
earl of Glocefter haftened with an army to the relief of his friends ;.and Stephen,. ,,,, 
informed of his approach, marched into the field, with an intention of giving him 2d fuera. | 
battle. After a violent fhock, the two wings of the royalifts were put to flight; 
and Stephen himfelf; furrounded by the enemy, was at laft, after exerting great 
efforts-of valour, borne down by numbers, and taken prifonerf{. He was con- 
duéted to Glocefter ; and tho’ at firft treated with humanity, was foon after, on se eg 
fome fufpicions, thrown into prifon, and loaded with irons ||. 
SrEpHEN’s party were entirely broke by the captivity of their leader, and the 
barons came in daily from all quarters, and did homage to Matilda. That prin-: 
cefs, however, amidft all her pfofperity, knew, that fhe was not fecure of fuc- 
cefs, unlefs the could gain the confidence cf the clergy; and as the conduct of 
the legate had been of late very ambiguous, and fhowed his intentions to have 
rather aimed at humbiing his brother, than totally ruining him, fhe employed 
every endeavour to ©x him in her interefts. She held a conference with him in; 
an open plain near Winchefter; where fhe promifed upon oath, that if he would 2d March... 
acknowledge her for fovereign, would recognize her title as the fole defcendant 
of the late King, and would return to the allegiance, which he, .as well .as the 


* Chron. Sax. p. 238. . W. Malmef. p. 185. Geft. Steph. p. 961. M. Paris, p. 53. - Gul... 
Neubr. p. 372. Contin. Flor. Wig. p- 665. Gervafe, p. 1349. + Order.-Vital. p. 921. 
+ Gal. Neubr. p. 363. Ann. Waverl. p. 154. Chron. Heming. p. 452. Hagul. p. 269. 
Gervale, p. 1353» 1354 
| Chron. -ax. p. 241. W. Malm. p.187. H. Hunt. p. 392. Hoveden, p. 487. . Chron. 
Norm. p.o7g. M. Paris, p- 53, 54+: Brompton, p. 1031. 
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reft oithe kingdom, had fworn to her, he fhould in return be entire mafter of 
the adniniftration, and in particular fhould, at his pleafure, difpofe of all vacant 
bifhojrics and abbies. Earl Robert, her brother, Brian Fitz-Count, Miles of 
Gloceter, and other great men, became guarantees for her obfervance of thefe 
engagiments *; and the prelate was at laft induced to promife her his allegiance, 
but thit {till burdened with the exprefs condition, that the fhould on her part ful- 
fil her promives. He then conducted her into Winchefter, led her in proceffion 
to the cathedral, and with great folemnity, in the prefence of many bifhops and 
abbots denounced curfes againft all thofe who curfed her, poured out bleffings 
on thde who bleffed her, granted abfolution to fuch as were Obedient to her, 
and e:communicated fuch as were rebellious. Theobald, archbifhop of Can- 
terbur’, foon after came alfo to court, and fwore allegiance to the emprefs f, 
Maerinpa, that fhe might farther enfure the attachment of the clergy, was 
willing to receive the crown from their hands; and inftead of affembling the 
{tates f the kingdom, the meafure which the conftitution, had it been either fix. 
ed or regarded, feemed neceffarily to require, fhe was contented, that the legate 
fhouldfummon an ecclefiaftical council, and that her title to the throne fhould 
there »¢ recognized and acknowledged. The legate, addreffing himfelf to the 
afiemuy, told them, that, in the abfence of the Emprefs, Stephen, his brother, 
had ben permitted to reign, and, previoufly to his afcending the throne, had fe- 


ducedthem by many fair promifes, of honouring and exalting the church, of 
maintaning the laws, and of reforming all abufes: That ir grieved him to ob- 
ferve low much that prince had been in every parti 
ments, public peace was interrupted, crimes were daily committed with impu- 
nity, lifhops were thrown into prifon, and forced to furrender their poflefions, 
abbies were put to fale, churches were pillaged, and the moft enormous diforders 


cular wanting to his engage- 


prevaitd in the adminiftration: That he himfelf, in order to procure a redrefs 
of thee grievances, had formerly fummoned the King before a council of bj- 
fhops ; but inftead of inducing him to amend his conduct, had rather offended 
him by that expedient: That that prince, however mifguided, was ftill his bro- 
ther, and the object of his affections ; but he muft however regard his interefts 
as much fubordinate to thofe of his heavenly father, who had now rejected him, 
and tlrown him into the hands of his enemies: That it principally belonged to 
the clegy to elect and ordain Kings ; he had fummoned them together for that 
purpor; and having invoked the divine affittance, he now pronounced Matilda, 
the oily defcendant of Henry, their late fovereign, Queen of England. The 


* ¥V. Malm. p. 187, t Chron. Sax. p. 242. Contin. FI wr : 
{ WV. Malmef. p, 187, P. 242. Contin. Flor, Wig. p. 676, 


whole 





SE vo Pot eo 257 
a 


whole affembly, by their acclamations or filence, gave, or feemed to giv, their Chap. VIF 


affent to this declaration *. 
Tue only laymen fummoned to this council, which decided the fate of the 


crown, were the Londoners ; and even thefe were required, not to give their opt- 
nion, but to fubmit to the decrees of the fynod. The deputies of London, how- 
ever, were not fo paflive: They infifted, that their King fhould be ddivered 
from prifon; but were told by the legate, that it became not the Lonioners 
who were regarded as noblemen in England, to take party with thofe barons, 
who had bafely forfaken their lord in battle, and who had treated holy :hurch 
with contumely +. It is with reafon that the citizens of London affuned {o 
much authority, if it be true, what is related by Fitz-Stephen, a contemporary 
author, that that city could at that time bring into the field no lefs than 0,000 


combatants f. 

Lonpon, notwith{tanding its great power, and its attachment to Stephen, 
was at laft obliged to fubmit to Matilda; and her authority, by the prudert ms 
duct of earl Robert, feemed to be eftablifhed over the whole kingdom: Eut af- 
fairs remained not long in this fituation. That princefs, befides the difidvan- 
tages of her fex, which weakened her influence over a turbulent and martid peo- 
ple, was of a paffionate, imperious fpirit |], and knew not how to temper with 
affability the harfhnefs.of a-refufal. Stephen’s Queen, feconded by many of the 
nobility, petitioned for the liberty of her hufband ; and offered, that, o: that 
condition, he. fhould renounce the crown, and retire into a convent §, The le- 
gate defired, that prince Euftace, his nephew, might inherit Boulogne ani the 
other patrimonial eftates of his father |: The Londoners applied for the efta- 
blifhment of King Edward’s laws, inftead of thofe of King Henry, which, they 
faid, were grievous and oppreffive *. All thefe petitions were denied in the moft 


haughty and peremptory manner. 
Tue legate, who had probably never been fincere in his compliance with Ma- 

tilda’s government, availed himfelf of the ill humours excited by this imperious 

conduct, and fecretly. inftigated the Londoners to revolt. A confpiracy was 


* W. Malmef, p. 188. _ This author, a judicious man, was prefent, and fays, that he wa: very 


attentive to what pafled. This fpeech, therefore, may be regarded as entirely authentic, 


+ W. Malmef, p. 188. 
t P. 4. Were this account to be depended on, London muft at that time have containe near 


400,000 inhabitants, which is above double the number it contained at the death of Queen Elizibeth- 
But thefe loofe calculations, or rather guefles, deferve very litile credit. . 
|} Gul. Neubr. p. 363. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 74. Hagul. p. 270. 


§ Contin. Flor. Wig. p. 677. Brompton, p. 1031. 4 Ibid. 
* Contin. Flor. Wig. p.677. Gervafe, p. 1355. 
L] enered 


Vo. I. 


: ker” a 
: et SS eee os 


114. 





Chap. VII. 
L14le 


Stephen re- 
leafed. 


E142. 


i543 


1146, 


Continuation 
of the civil 
wars. 


258 HISTORY or ENGLAN D. 


entered. into to feize the Emprefs’s perfon E and fhe faved herfelf from the danger 
by a precipitate retreat * She fied to Winchetter ; whicher the legate, defirous 
to fave appearances, and watching the proper opportunity to. ruin her cafe, foon: 
afer followed her. But having affembled all his, retainers, he openly joined. his 
force to that of the Londoners, and. to Stephen’s. mercenary troops, who had not 
yet evacuated the kingdom ;, and he befieged Matilda in Winchefter--. That 
princefs, being, hard: prefied by famine, made her. efcape ;, bur in. the. fight, eabl 
Robert, her brother, fell into.the hands of the enemy, This nobleman, tho” 
a fubjeét,, was as much, the life and. foul of his-own party,. as Stephen was.of the- 
other; and the Emprefs,, fenfible of his merit, confented to exchange the: prifon- 
ers on equal terms ||. ‘Fhe civil war was again kindled. with greater fury than. 
ever. 


Eart Robert, finding the fucceffes on both fides nearly balanced;~went over to: 
Normandy, which, during Stephen’s captivity, had fubmitted’ to the earl of An- 
jou; and he’ perfuaded: Geoffrey to allow his eldeft fon, Henry, a young. prince: 
of great hopes, to take a:journey into: England, and: appear at the head of his. 
partizans§.- This expedient, however, produced nothing decifive. Stephen 
took Oxford after-a long: fiege: He was routed by earl Robert at Wilton |: And 
the Emprefs, tho’ of a mafculine fpirit, yet being haraffed with a variety of good: 
and bad fortune, and: alarmed with continual dangers'to her perfon and-family, at 
laft retired with her fon into Normandy, leaving the management of her affairs. 
to her brother. The death of this valiant and faithful’ nobleman,. which fol- 
lowed foon:after,. would have proved’ fatal to her interefts, had not fome events 
happened, which checked: the courfe of Stephen’s profperity. ‘This prince,. find 
ing, that the caftles built by the noblemen of his own party encouraged the fpirit 
of independance, and were little lefs dangerous than thofe which remained in. the 
hands of the enemy,. endeavoured to-extort from them: a furrender of thefe for— 
treffes ; and he alienated the affections: of many of them by. this equitable de- 
mand *, The artillery alfo.of the church, which his brother had: brought over 
to his fide, had, after fome interval, joined the:other party. E:ugenius; IIL, had 
mounted the papal throne, and had deprived the bifhop of Winchefter of the 
legatine commiffien, which he conferred on. Theobald, archbifhop of Canter~ 


* Chron. Sax. p..242. ~W. Malm. p..189. ‘+ Trivet. p.10o. Gul. Neubr. p. 3633. 

{ Chron Sax. p,.242.. Hoveden, p. 488. Geft. Steph. p,957.. Chron. Norm. p..979. 

| Chron. Sax. p. 242. M. Paris, p. 54. §. Chron. Norm. p.979.. M. Pariss_p. 54» 

4 Geft Steph. p. 960. Trivet, p. 11. M. Paris, p. 54. * Chron. Sax. p. 242. We 
Malmef. p. 181, ‘Trivet, p.16.. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p..75, Hagulft. p. 278. 
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bury, the enemy and tival of the former legate. That pontiff, having fum- 
moned a ceneral council at Rheims in Champagne, inftead of allowing the church 
of England, as had been ufual, to elect its own deputies, nominated five Englifh 
bifhops to reprefent that church, and required their prefence in the council, 


Stephen, who, notwith{tanding his prefent difficulties, was jealous of the rights 
of his crown, refufed them permiffion to attend * ; andthe Pope, fenfible of his 
advantage in contending with a prince who reigned by a difputed title, took re- 


venge by laying all Stephen’s party under an interdict +. By this fentence, which 
was now firft known in England, divine fervice was prohibited, and ali che func- 
tions of religion ceafed, except the baptifm of infants and the abfolution of dying 
perfons. The difcontents of the royalifts at this fituation were augmentcc by a 
comparifon with Matilda’s party, who enjoyed all the benefits of the facrc.' ore 
dinances ; and Stephen was at laft obliged, by making proper fubmiflions to the 


fee of Rome, to remove this reproach from his party {. 


Tur weaknefs of both fides, rather than any decreafe of mutual animofity, 
having produced a tacit ceflation of arms in England, many of the nobility, Roger 
de Mowbray, William de Warrenne, and others, finding no opportunity to ex- 
ert their military ardour at home, inlifted themfelves in a new crufade, which, 
with furprifing fuccefs, after all former difappointments and misfortunes, was 
now preached by St. Barnard |. But an event foon after. happened, which 
threatened a revival of hoftilities in England. Prince Henry, who had reached 
his fixteenth year, was defirous of receiving the honour of knighthood ; a cere- 
mony which every gentleman in that age paiied thro’ before he was admitted to 
the ufe of arms, and which was even deemed requifite for the greateft princes. 
He propofed to receive his admiffion from his great-uncle, David King of Scot- 
land; and for that purpofe, he pafled thro? England with a great retinue, and 
was attended by the moft confiderable of his partizans§. He ftaid fome time 
with the King of Scotland; made fome incurfions inte England ; and by his dex- 
terity and vigour in all. manly exercifes, by his valour in war, and his prudent 
conduct in every occurrence, he rouzed the hopes of his party, and. gave fymp- 
toms of thofe great qualities, which he afterwards difplayed when he mounted 
the throne of England. Soon after his return to Normandy, he was, by Ma- 
tilda’s confent, invefted in that dutchy + ; and upon the death of his father, Geof- 


frey, which happened in the fubfequent year, he took poffeffion both of Anjou 
* Epitt. St. Fhom. p. 225. ¢ Chron. W. Thora, p. 1807. } Epift. St. Thom, p. 226. 
| Hagulf p. 2753 275+ § Hoveden, p. 490. Gul. Neubr. p. 378. Gervafte,. p. 1366. 
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and Maine, and concluded a marriage, which brought him a great acceffion-of 
power, and rendered him extremely formidable to his rival. Eleanor, the daugh-— 
ter and heirefs of William, duke of Guienne, and ear] of Poictou, had been mar- 
ried fixteen years to Lewis VII. King of France, and had attended him in a crue 
fade, which that monarch commanded againft the infidels: But having there loft 
the affections of her hufband, and even fallen under fome fufpicions of gallantry 
with a handfome Saracen, Lewis, more delicate than politic, procured a divorce 
from her, and reftored her thofe rich provinces, which by her marriage fhe had 
annexed to the crown of France *. Young Henry, neither difcouraged by the ~ 
inequality of years, nor by the reports of Eleanor’s gallantry, made fuccefsful 
courtfhip to that princefs, and, efpoufing her fix weeks after her divorce, got poflef- 
fion of all her dominions as her dowry +. The luftre which he received from 
this acquifition, and the profpect of his rifing fortune, had'fuch an effe@& in Eng- 
land, that when Stephen, defirous to enfure the crown to his fon Euftace, required’ 
the archbifhop of Canterbury to anoint that prince as his fucceffor, the primate 


refufed compliance, and made his efcape beyond fea, to avoid the violence and re- 
venge of Stephen f. | 


Henry, informed of thefe difpofitions in the people, made an invafion on: 
England ; and having gained fome advantage over Stephen at Malmefbury, and’ 
having taken that place, he proceeded thence to throw fuccours into Walling. 
ford, which the King had advanced with a fuperior army to befiege ||: A deci-. 
five attion was every day expected ; when the great men on both fides, terrified 
with the profpect of farther bloodfhed and confufion, interpofed with their good! 
offices, and fet on foot a negotiation between thefe rival princes. The death of: 
Euftace, which happened during the courfe of the treaty, facilitated its conclue 
fion §; and an accommodation was at laft concluded, by which it was acreed, that: 
Stephen fhould poffefs the crown during his lifetime; that juftice fhould be ad= 
miniftered in his name, even in the provinces which had fubmitted to Henry 3. 
and that this latter prince fhould; on Stephen’s death, fucceed to, the kingdom, 
and William, Stephen’s fon, to Boulogne, and his patrimonial eftate +. After 


all the barons had fworn to the obfervance of this treaty, and done homage to 


Death of the s2enry, as to the heir of the crown, that prince evacuated the kingdom ; and 


king. - 


\ 
\ 


the death of Stephen, which happened. next year, after a: fhort illnefs, prevented: 


* Trivet, p. 21. + M..Paris, p: ¢9.. Chron. Heming, p. 489. Brompton, p. ro4o. 

t H. Hant. p. 395. Epift. St. Thom. p. 226. | Gervafe, p. 1367. § Trivet. p. 22.. 
Gul. Neubr.. p. 379- Chron. Heming. p. 488. Brompton, Pp: 1037. + Chron. Sax. p. 243. 
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ali thofe quarrels and jealoufies, which were likely to have enfued in fo delicate a 
fituation. 
EncLanp fuffered great miferies during the*reign of this prince; but his 


perfonal character, allowing for the temerity and injuftice of his ufurpation,. 


appears not liable to any great exception; and he feems to have been well 
qualified, had he fucceeded by a juft title, to have promoted the happinefs and 


profperity of his fubjects *. He was pofleffed of induftry, aétivity, and courage, 


to a great degree 5 was. not deficient in ability ;. had the talents of gaining mens 
affections; and notwith{tanding his precarious fituation, never indulged Mimfelf in 
the exercife of any cruelty or revenge +. His advancement to the throne pro- 
cured him neither tranquillity nor happinefs; and tho’ the fituation of England 
prevented the neighbouring ftates from taking any durable advantage of -her con- 
fiufions, her inteftine wars and diforders were to the-laft degree ruinous and deflruc- 
tive. The court of Rome alfo was permitted, during thefe diforders, to make 
farther advances in her ufurpations ; and appeals to the Pope, which had been 


always ftrictly prohibited by the Englifh laws, became now common in every ec-- 


clefiaftical, controverfy 7. 


* W, Malief. p. 180. + M. Paris, p. 51. Hagul. p. 312. 
{ H. Hunt. p. 395. 


CH AS 


Chap. VIT: 


LiS4s 
25th Uctobers - 





Chap. VIII. 
1154. 
State of Eu- 

rope. 


THISTORY of ENGLAND. 


ec A P. > VIL 


PE eR 3 QR a ie Noted 


State of Europe of France Firft aéts of Henrys government - 
Difputes between the civil and ecclefiaftical powers Thomas a Becket, 
archbifhop of Canterbury Quarrel between the King and Becket 
Conftitutions of Clarendon Banifhment of Becket Compromife 
with him His return from banifhment——His murder 


Grief——and fubmiffion of the King. 


TIE, extenfive confederacies, by which the European potentates are now 
at once united and fet in oppofition to each other, and which, tho’ they 


diffufe the leaft fpark of diffenfion thro the whole, are at leaft attended with this 
advantage, that they prevent any violent revolutions or conquefts in particular 
ftates, were totally unknown in antient ages ; and the theory of foreign politics, 
in each kingdom, formed a fpeculation much lefs complicate and involved than 


at prefent. Commerce had not yet bound the moft diftant nations together in fo 
clofe a chain: Wats, finifhed in one campaign, and often in one battle, were 
little affected by the movements of remote ftates: The imperfect commnuication 
among the kingdoms, and their ignorance of each other’s fituation, made it 1m- 
practicable for a great number of them to combine in any one project or effort: 
And above all, the turbulent fpirit and independant fituation of the barons or 
great vafials in each ftate gave fo much occupation to the fovereign, that he was 


“obliged to confine his attention chiefly to his own fyftem of government, and was 
‘more indifferent about what pafled among his neighbours. Religion only, not 


politics, carried abroad the views of princes ; and either fixed their thoughts on 
the Holy Land, whofe conqueft and defence was deemed a point of common ho- 
‘nour and intereft, or engaged them in intrigues with the court of Rome, to whom 
they had yielded the direction of ecclefiaflical affairs, and who was every day af- 
fuming more authority than they were willing to allow her. 

Brrore the conqueft of England by the duke of Normandy, this ifland was 
as much feparated from the reft of the world in politics as in fituation; and ex- 
cept from the inroads of the Danish pirates, the Englifh, happily confined at 
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ome, had neither enemies nor allies on the continent. The foreign dominions Chap. VIIT.. 


of William canneéted them with the Kings and great vaffals of France 5. and while 
the oppofite pretenfions of the Pope and Emperor in Italy, produced a continual 
intercourfe between Germany and that country, the two great monarchs of France 
and England formed, in another part of Europe, a feparate fyftem, and carried 
on their wars and negotiations, without meeting either with oppofition or fupporet: 


from the others. 


1154. 


On the decline of the Carlovingian race, the nobles, in every province of State of: 


France, taking advantage of the fovereign’s weaknefs, and obliged to provide, 
each for his own defence, againft the ravages of the Norman freebooters, had 
affumed;. both in civil and military affairs, an authority almoft independant, and 
had reduced, within very narrow limits, the prerogative of their princes. The 
acceffion of Hugh Capet, by annexing a great fief to the crown, had brought 
fome addition of power to the royal dignity ; but this fief, tho” confiderable for 
a fubject, appeared a narrow bafis of force, in a prince who was placed at the 
head of fo great a community. The royal demefnes confifted only of Paris,. 
Orleans, Eftampes, Compiegne, and a few places, fcattered over the northern 
provinces : In all the reft of the kingdom, the prince’s authority was more no- 
minal than real: The vaffals were accuftomed, nay intitled, to make war, with- 
out his permiffion, on each other: They were even entitled, if they conceived 
themfelves to be injured, to turn their arms acainft their fovereign : They exercifed 
dll civil jurifdi€tion, without appeal, over their tenants and inferior vaffals: Their 
common jealoufy of the crown eafily united them againft any attempt on their 
exorbitant privilegés ; and as fome of them had attainéd the power and authority. 
of great princes, even the fmalleft baron was fure of immediate and effectual pro-. 


te@ion. Befides fix ecclefiaftical péerages, which, with the other immunities of 


the’ church, cramped extremely the general execution or juftice ; there were fix: 
1Sy-peerages, Burgundy, Normandy, Guienne, Flanders, Tholoufe, and: Cham- 
pagne, which formed very extenfive and puiffant fovereignties.. And though the 
cotibination of all thefe princes and barons could, on occafion, mutter a-mighty- 
power : Yet was it very difficult to fet that’ great machine in movement ; it was 
almoft impoffible to-preferve harmony. in its parts 5. a fenfe of common intereft alone 
could, for a time, unite theny under their fovereign againft a common enemy; but 
if the King. attempted to turn the force of the community againft any mutinous vat- 
fal, the fame fenfe of common intereft- made thé others oppofe themfelves-to the 
faccefs of his pretenfions. Lewis the Grofs, the laft fovereign, marched, at one 
time, to'his frontiers againft the Germans at the head» of an army of two bundred 


thioufand' men, but a petty lord of. Corbeil, of Puifet, of Couci, was able, at: 
another 


Francee. 





= \ 
Sesser sae 


——— 


—= 


~ ee ee rere ee 


Chap. VIIL. 
1154, 


264 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


another time, to fet that prince at defiance, and to maintain open war againft 
him. 

Tur authority of the Englifh monarch was much more extenfive within his 
kingdom, and the difproportion much greater between him and the moft power- 
ful of his vaffals. His demefnes and revenue were very large, compared to the 
greatnefs of his ftate: He was accuftomed to levy arbitrary exactions from his 
fubjeéts : His courts of judicature exercifed jurifdiction in every part of the king- 
dom : He could crufh by his power, or by a judicial fentence, well or il! founded, 
any obnoxious baron: And tho’ the feudal inftitutions, which prevailed in his 
kingdom, had the fame tendency, as in other ftates, to exalt the ariftocracy, and 
deprefs the monarchy, it required, in England, according to its prefent conftitution, 
a great combination of the vaffals to oppofe their fovereign lord, and there had 
not hitherto arifen any baron fo powerful, as of himfelf to make war againft the 
prince, and afford protection to the inferior barons. 

Wuite fuch were the different fituations of France and England, and the lat- 
ter enjoyed fo great advantages over the former; the acceffion of Henry Il. a 
prince of great abilities, poffcfled of fo many rich provinces on the continent, 
might appear an event dangerous, if not fatal, to the French monarchy, and 


fufficient to break entirely the balance between the ftates. He was mafter, in the — 


right of his father, of Anjou, Touraine, and Maine ; in that of his mother, 
of Normandy ; in that of his wife, of Guienne, Poictou, Xaintonge, Auvergne, 
Perigord, Angoumois, the Limoufin. He foon after annexed Britanny to his 
other ftates, and was already poflefled of the fuperiority over that province, which, 
on. the firft ceffion of Normandy to Rollo the Dane, had, by Charles the Simple, 
been granted in vaffalage to that formidable ravager. Thefe provinces compofed 
above a third of the whole French monarchy, and were much f{uperior, in extent 
and .opulence, to thofe territories, which were fubjected to the immediate jurif- 
diction and government of the King. The vaflal was here more powerful than 
his liege lord: The fituation, which had enabled Hugh Capet to depofe the 
Carlovingian princes, feemed here to be renewed, and that with much greater 
advantages on the fide of the vaffal: And when England was added to fo many 
Provinces, the French King had reafon to apprehend, from this conjuncture, 
fome great difafter to himfelf and to his family. Bur in reality, it was this 
circumftance, which appeared fo formidable, that faved the Capctian race, and 
by its confequences, exalted them to that pitch of grandeur, which they at pre- 
fent enjoy. . | 


Yue limited authority of the prince in the feudal conftitutions prevented the 
King of England from employing with advantage the force of fo many ftates,. 
which 
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which were fubjected to his government 5 and thefe different members, disjoined Chap. VIII. 


in fituation, and difagreeing in laws, language and manners, were never thoroughly 
cemented into one monarchy. He foon became, “both from his diftant place of 
refidence and from the incompatibility of interefts, a kind of foreigner to his 
French dominions ; and his fubjects on the continent confidered their allegiance as 
more naturally due to their fuperior lord, who lived in their neighbourhood, and 
who was acknowledged to be the fupreme head of their nation. He was always 
at hand to invade them; their immediate lord was often at too great a diftance to 
protect them ; and any diforder in any part of his difperfed dominions gave advan- 
tages againft him. The other powerful vaflals of the French crown were rather 
pleafed to fee the expulfion of the Englifh, and were not affected with that jealou- 
fy, which would have arifen from the oppreffion of a co-vafial, who was of the 
fame rank with themfelves. By this means, the King of France found it more 
eafy to conquer thefe numerous provinces from England, than to fubdue a duke 
of Normandy or Guienne, a count of Anjou, Maine or Poictou. And after re- 
ducing fuch extenfive territories, which immediately incorporated with the body of 
the monarchy, he found greater facility of uniting to the crown the other great 
fiefs, which ftill remained feparate and independant. 

Bur as thefe important confequences could not be forefeen by human wifdom, 
the French King remarked with terror the rifing grandeur of the houfe of Anjou 
or Plantagenet ; and in order to retard its progrefs, he had ever maintained a 
ftri& union with Stephen, and had endeavoured to fupport the tottering fortunes 
of that bold ufurper. But after this prince’s death, it was too late to think of 
oppofing the fucceffion of Henry, or preventing the performance of thofe ftipu- 
lations, which, with the unanimous confent of the nation, he had made with his 
predeceffor. The Englifh, tired with civil wars, and difgufted with the blood- 
fhed and depredations, which, during the courfe of fo many years, had attended 
them, were little difpofed to violate their oaths, by excluding the lawful heir 
from the fucceffion of their monarchy *. Many of the moft confiderable for- 
trefies were in the hands of his partizans; the whole nation had had occafion to 
fee the noble qualities with which he was endowed +, and to compare them with 
the mean talents of William, the fon of Stephen; and as they were acquainted 
with his great power, and were rather pleafed to fee the acceffion of fo many 
foreign dominions to the crown of England, they never entertained ‘the leaft 
thoughts of refifting him. Henry himfelf, fenfible of the advantages attending 
his prefent- fituation, was in no hurry to arrive in England ; and being engaged 


* Matth, Paris, p. 65. + Gal. Neubr. p. 381. 
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he fiege of a caftle on the frontiers of Normandy, when he received intelli- 


gence of Stephen’s death, he made a point of honour in not departing from his. 
enterprize, tll he had brovght it to an iffue. He then fet out on his journey, and 
was received in England with the acclamations of all orders of men, who {wore 


with pleafure the oath of fealty and allegiance to him. 


Tue firft act of Henry’s government correfponded to the high ideas enter- 
tained of his vigour and abilities, and prognofticated the re-eftablifhment of juf- 
tice and tranquillity, of which the kingdom had been fo long bereaved. He im- 
mediately difmified all thofe mercenary foldiers, who had committed infinite dif- 
orders in the nation ; and he fent them abroad, together with Willram d’ Ypres, 
their leader, the great friend and confident of Stephen *. He revoked all the 
grants made by his predecefior 4+. and even thofe which neceffity had extorted 
from the Emprefs, Matilda; and that princefs, who had refigned ‘her rights in: 
favour of Henry, madeno oppofition to-a meafure fo neceflary for fupporting the 
dignity of the crown. He repaired the coin, which had been extremely debafed 
during his predeceffor’s reign 5 and he took proper meafures againft the return of 
like abufest. He was.rigorous in the execution of juftice, and in the fuppref- 
fion of robbery and violence 5 and that he might reftore authority tothe laws, 
he caufed all the new ereéted caftles to be demolifhed, which-had proved fo many 
fanétuaries to free-booters and rebels |}. The earl of Albemarle, Hugh Morti- 
mer, and Roger, the fon of Miles of Glocefter, were inclined to make fome re- 
fiftance to this falutary meafure , but the approach of the King with his forces. 
foon obliged them to fubmit §. 


Every thing being reftored to full tranquillity in England, Henry went 
abroad in order to oppofe the attempts of his brother, Geoffrey, who during his 
abfence, had made an incurfion into Anjou and Maine, had advanced fome pre- 
tenfions to thefe provinces, and had got poffeffion of a confiderable part of 
them |. On the King’s appearance, the people returned to their allegiance ; 

and 


* Fitz-Steph. p.13. M. Paris, p.65. Neubr. p. 381. Chron, T. Wykes, p. 30. 

+ Neubr. p 382. t Hoveden, p. 491. | Hoveden, p. 491. Fitz-Steph. p. 13. 
M Paris, p. 65. .Neubr. p. 381. Brompton, p, 1043. § Neubr. p. 382. Chron. W. 
Heming p. 491. Gervafe, p. 1377. 

4 William of Newbridge, p. 383. (who is copied by latter hiftorians) afferts, that Geoffrey had 
fome title to the counties of Maine and Anjou. He pretends, that count Geoffrey, his father, had 
left him thefe dominions by a fecret will, and had ordered that his body fhould not be buried, till 
Henry fhould fwear to the obfervance of it, which he, ignorant of the contents, was induced to do. 

But 
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and Geoffrey, refigning his claim, for an annual penfion of a thoufand pounds, Chap, VIII. 


departed and took poffeffion of the county of Nantz, which the inhabitants, who 
had expelled count Hoel, their prince, had put into his hands *. Henry re- 
turned to England in the following year ; and the incurfions of the Welfh then 
provoked him to make an invafion upon them ; where the natural faftnefles of 
the country bred him great difficulties, and even brought him into danger. His 
vanguard, being engaged in a narrow pafs, was put to rout; and Henry de Ef- 
fex, the hereditary ftandard-bearer, feized with a panic, threw down the ftandard, 
took to flight, and exclaimed that the King was flain: And had not that prince 
immediately appeared in perfon, and led on his troops with great bravery, the 
confequences might have proved fatal to the whole army +. For this mifbcha- 
viour, Effex was afterwards accufed of felony by Robert de Montfort; his eftate 
was confifcated ; and he himfelf was thruft into a convent {. The fubmiffions of 
the Welfh procured them an accommodation with England. 


Tue martial difpofition of the princes in that age engaged them to head their 
own armies in every enterprize, even the moft frivolous ; and their feeble au- 
thority made it commonly impracticable for them to delegate, en occafion, the 
command to their generals. Geoffrey, the King’s brother, died foon after he had 
acquired poffeffion of Nantz ; and tho’ he had no other title to that county, than 
the voluntary fubmiffion or election of the inhabitants two years before, Henry 
laid claim to the territory as devolved to him by hereditary right, and he went 
over to fupport his pretenfions by force of arms. Conan, duke or earl of Brit- 
tanny (for thefe titles are given indifferently by hiftorians to thefe princes) pre- 
tended that Nantz had been lately feparated by rebellion from his principality, 
to which of right it belonged; and immediately on Geoffrey’s death, he took 
poffeffion of the difputed territory. Left Lewis, the French King, fhould inter- 
pofe in the controverfy, Henry paid him a vifit ; and fo allured him by carefies 
and civilities, that an alliance was contracted between the monarchs, and they 
agreed, that young Henry, heir of the Enelifh monarchy, fhould be affianced to 
Margaret of France ||, tho’ the former was only five years of age, and the latter 
was ftill in her cradle. Henry, now fecure of meeting with no interruption on 
this fide, advanced with his army into Brittanny ; and Conan, in defpair of 
being able to make refiftance, delivered up the county of Nantz to the King : 


“7 
Li 


But befides, that this ftory is not very likely of itfelf, and favours of monkifh fiction, itis found in no 
other antient writer, and is contradifted by fome of them, particularly the monk of Marnoutier, 
who had better opportunities than Newbridge of knowing the truth. Sce Vita Gaufr. Duc. Norman. 


p. 103. * Brompton, p. 1049. + Newbr. p. 383. Chron. W. Heming. p. 492. 
t M. Paris, pe 70, Newbr. p. 383. | M. Paris, p. 68. M, Weft, p. 248. ‘Trivet. p- 35. 
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The ability of that monarch procured him farther and more important advantages 
from this incident. Conan, haraffed with the turbulent difpofition of his fub- 
jects, was defirous of procuring to himfelf the fupport of fo great a monarch; and 
he betrothed his daughter and only child, yet an infant, to Geoffrey, the King’s 
third fon, who was of the fame tender years. The duke of Britanny died about 
feven years after; and Henry, on pretence of being guardian to his fon and 
daughter-in-law, put himfelf in poffeffion of that principality, and annexed it to 
his other great dominions *. 


Tue King had a profpect of making {till farther acquifitions ; and the activity 
of his temper allowed no opportunity of that kind to efcape him. Philippa, 
dutchefs of Guienne, mother of Queen Eleanor, was the only iffue of William IV. 
count of Thouloufe; and fhould have inherited his dominions, had not that 
prince, defirous of preferving the fucceffion in the male-line, conveyed the prin- 
cipality to his brother, Raymond de St. Gilles, by a contract of fale which was: 
in that age regarded as fictitious and illufory. By this means, the title to the 
county of Thouloufe came to be difputed between the male and female heirs ; 
and the one or the other, as opportunities favoured them, had obtained poffef- 
fion. Alfonfo, the fon of Raymond, was the reigning fovereign ; and on Henry’s 
reviving his wife’s claim, this prince had recourfe for protection to the King of 
France, who was fo much concerned in policy to prevent the farther agerandize= 
ment of the Englifh monarch. Lewis himfelf, when married to Eleanor, had 
afferted the juftice of her claim, and had demanded poffeffion of Thouloufe + 3. 
but his fentiments changing with his intereft, he now determined to defend, by. 
his power and authority, the title of Alfonfo. Henry found, that it would be 
requifite to fupport his pretenfions againft potent antagonifts; and that nothing. 
but a great army could maintain a claim, which he had in vain afferted by argu- 
ments and manifeftos,. 

An army, compofed of feudal vaffals, was commonly very. intractable and. 
undifciplined, both becaufe of the independant fpirit of the perfons who ferved in 
it, and becaufe the commands were not given either by. the choice of the fovereign. 
or from the military. capacity and experience of. the officers. Each baron con- 
ducted his own vaffals: His rank was greater or lefs, proportioned to the extent: 
of his property : Even the fupreme command under the prince was often attached’ 
to birth: And as the military vaffals were obliged to ferve only forty days at their- 
own charge; tho’, if the expedition was diftant, they were put'to great expence ;; 


* Hoveden, p. 517. Neubr. p. 396. Chron. W. Heming. p. 496... 
+ Newbr. p..387. Chron. W, Heming. p. 494, 
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the prince reaped very little benefit from their attendance. Henry, fenfible of Chap. VIII 
thefe inconveniences, levied upon his vaffals in Normandy and other provincess, 1159 
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which were remote from Thouloufe, a fum of money in lieu of their fervice; 
and this commutation, by reafon of the great diftance, was {till more advanta- 
seous for his Englifh vafials. He impofed, therefore, a {cutage of three pounds 
on each knight’s fee, a condition, to which, tho’ it was unufual, and the firft 


perhaps to be met with in hiftory *, the military tenants willingly fubmitted ;: 


and with this money, he levied an army which was more under his command, 
and whofe fervice was more durable and conftant. Affifted by Berenger, count of 
Barcelona, and Trincaval, count of Nifmes, whom he had gained over to his 
party, he invaded the county of Thouloufe ; and after taking Verdun, Chaftel- 


nau, and other places, he befieged the capital of the province, and was likely to: 


prevail in the enterprize; when Lewis, advancing before the arrival of his main 
body, threw himfelf into the place with a {mall reinforcement. Henry was 
urged by fome of his minifters to profecute the fiege, to take Lewis prifcner, 
and to impofe his own terms in the pacification ; but he either thought it fo much 


his intereft to maintain the feudal principles, by which his foreign dominions. 


were fecured, or bore fo much refpeét to his fuperior lord, that he declared he 
would not attack a place defended by him in perfon; and he immediately raifed 
the fieze +. He marched into Normandy to protect that province again{ft an 
incurfion, which the count of Druex, inftigated by King Lewis, his brother, had 
made upon it. War was now openly carried on between the two monarchs, but 
produced no memorable event, and was ftopped by a ceffation of arms, and after- 
wards by a peace, which was not however, attended with any confidence or 
good correfpondence between thefe rival princes, The fortrefs of Gifors, being 
part of the dowry ftipulated to Margaret of France, had been configned by agree- 
ment to the Knights templars, on condition that it fhould be delivered into-Henry’s 
Hands, after the celebration of the nuptials. The King, that he might have a 
pretence for immediately demanding the place, ordered the marriage to be fo- 
lemnized between the prince and princefs, tho’ both infants; and he engaged 
the grand-mafter of the Temple, by large prefents, as was generally fufpected, 
to put. him in poffefiion of Gifors. Lewis refenting this fraudulent:conduct, ba- 
nifhed the templars from France, and would have made war upon the King of 
England, had it not been-for the mediation and authority of Pope Alexander IIT. 
who had been chaced from Rome by the antipope, Victor 1V. and refided at that 
time in. France. That we may form a notion. of the authority pofiefied by 


*: Pere Daniel, vol. 1. p. 1216. Gervafe, p. 1381. 4 Fitz-Steph. p. 22. Diceto, p. $31- 
t; Hoveden, p. 4922. Newbr. p. 400. Diceto, p. 532 Bromptons..p. 1450. 
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the Roman Pontiff during thofe ages, it may be proper to remark, ‘hat the two 
Kings had, the year before, met the Pope at the caftle of Torci on th: Loir ; and 
they gave him fuch marks of refpeét, that both difmounted from their horfes to 
receive him, and holding each of them one of the reins of his bridk, walked on 
foot by his fide, and conducted him in that fabmiffive manner into te caftle *. 


Henry, foon after he had accommodated his differences with Lewis by the 
Pope’s mediation, returned to England ; where he commenced an enterrize, which, 
tho’ required by found policy, and even conduéted in the main wih prudence, 
bred him infinite difquietude, involved him in great danger, and was not concluded 
without fome lofs and difhonour. 

Tue ufurpations of the clergy, which had at firft been gradual, were now 
become fo rapid, and had mounted to fuch a height, that the contefi between the 
regale and -pontificale was really arrived at a crifis in England ; and became ne- 
ceflary to determine whether the King or the priefts, particularly th: archbifhop 
of Canterbury, fhould be fovereign of the kingdom 7. The afpinng fpirit of 
Henry, which gave inquietude to all his neighbours, was not likely to pay long 
a tame fubmiffion to the encroachments of fubjeéts; and as nothing opens mens 
eyes fo readily as their intereft, he was in no danger of falling, in this refpect, 
into that abject fuperftition, which retained his people in fubjection From the 
commencement of his reign, in the government of his foreign domiions, as well 
as of England, he had fhewed a fixed purpofe to reprefs clerical ufurpations, 
and to maintain thofe prerogatives, which had been tranfmitted to him by his 
predeceffors. During the fchifm of the papacy between Alexander and Victor, 
he had determined, for fome time, to remain neuter; and when he vas informed, 
that the archbifhop of Roiien and the bifhop of Mans had, from their own authority, 
acknowledged Alexander as legitimate Pope, he was fo enraged, shat, tho’ he 
{pared the archbifhop on account of his age, he immediately iflucd orders for 
overthrowing the houfes of the bifhop of Mans and archdeacon of Raien Tt; andit 
was not till he had deliberately examined the matter, by thofe views, which ufually 


* Tiivet. p. 43. + Fitz-Steph. p. 27. 

+ Fitz-Stephen, p.18. This condu& appears violent and arbitrary; but was fuitble to the ftrain 
ef adminiftration in thofe days. His father, Geoffrey, tho’ reprefented as a mild pince, fet him an 
example of much greater violence. When Geoffrey was mafter of Normandy, the chapter of Seez 
prefumed, without his confent, to proceed to the eletion of a bifhop ; upon whichhe ordered all of 
them with the bifhop-cleé to be caftrated, and made all their tefticles be brought jim in a phitter, 
Fitz-Steph. p.44. In the war of Thuuloufe Henry laid a heavy and an arbitrary tax on all the churches 
within his dominions, See Epift, St. Thom. p. 232. 
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enter into tie councils of princes, that he allowed that pontiff to exercife autho- 
rity over ary of his dominions. In England, the mild character and advanced 
years of Theobald, archbifhop of Canterbury, together with his merits in refuling 
to put the crown on the head of Euftace, fon of Stephen, prevented Henry, 
during the ifetime of that primate, from taking any meafures againft the multi- 
plied encrowhments of the clergy : But after his death, the King refolved to ex- 
ert himfelf with more aétivity * ; and that he might be fecure againft any oppofi- 
tion, he advanced to that dignity Becket, his chancellor, on whole compliance, 
he thought, he could entirely depend. 

THomiasa Becket, the frft man of Englith pedigree, who, fiance the Norman 
conquelt, lad, during the courfe of a whole century, rifen to any confiderable 
ftation, ‘wa: born of reputable parents in the city of London ; and being endow- 
ed both with induftry and capacity, he-early infinuated himfelf into the favour 
of archbifhop Theobald +, and obtained from that prelate fome preferments and 
offices. Br their means, he was enabled to travel for farther improvement to 
Italy, where he ftudied the civil and canon law at Bologna {; .and.on his retura, 
he appeared to have made fuch proficiency in knowledge, that he was promoted 
by his patron-to the archdeaconry of Canterbury, an office of confiderable truift 
and profir|. He was afterwards employed with fuccefs by Theobald in -tran{- 
acting bufiefs at Rome; and on Henry’s acceffion, he was recommended to that 
monarch a! worthy of farther preferment§. Henry, who knew that Becket had 
been inftrumental in fupporting that refolution of the archbifhop, which had 
tended fo nuch to facilitate his own advancement to the throne, was already pre- 
poffefied in his favour ; and finding, on farther acquaintance, that his fpirit and 
abilities ‘entitled him to any truft, he foon promoted bim to the dignity of, chan- 
cellor, one of the firft civil offices in the kingdom. The chancellor, in that age, 
befides the cuftedy of the great feal, had poffeffion of all vacant prelacies and ab- 
bies ; he vas the guardian of all fuch minors and pupils as were the King’s te- 
nants ; all baronies which efcheated to the crown were under his adminiftration» 
he was enttled to a place in council,even tho’ he was not particularly fummioned , 
and ashe exercifed alfo the office of fecretary of ftate, and it belonged to him to: 
counterfigr all commiffions, writs, and Jetters- patent, he was.a kind of prime mini- 
fter, and vas concerned in the difpatch of every bufinefs of importance oe 2 ce 
ter obtainng this high office, Becket, as he advanced in favour, was made pro- 
voft of Beverly, dean of Haftings, and conftable of the tower: He was put in 





* Fitz-Steoh. p- 28. + Hilt. Quadripartita, p.6. M. Paris, p: 69. Neubr..p, 393. 
+ Fitz-Stesh. p. 12. Brompton, p. 1057+ | Hift. Quadr. p.6. M., Paris, p. 6ge- 
§ Bromptmn,, p. 1057. Gervale, p. 1377 4 Fitz-Steph.. p. 13. 
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poffeffion of the honours of Eye and Berkham, large baronies, that had efcheated 
to the crown; and to compleat his grandeur, he was entrufted with the educa- 
tion of prince Henry, the King’s eldeft fon and heir of the monarchy *. ‘The 
pomp of his retinue, the fumptuoufnels of his furniture, the luxury of his table, 
the munificence of his prefents, correfponded to thefe great preferments ; or ra- 
ther exceeded any thing, which England had ever before feen in any fubject. 


His hiftorian and. fecretary, Fitz-Stephens T, mentions, among other particu- 


lars, that his apartments were every day in winter covered with clean ftraw or 
hay, and in fummer with green rufhes or boughs; left the gentlemen who paid 
their court to him, and who could not, by reafon of their great number, find a 


place at table, fhould foil their fine cloaths by fitting on a dirty floor. A great 
number of knights were retained in his fervice; the greateft barons were proud of 


being received at his table; his houfe was a place of education for the fons of the 


chief nobility ; and the King himfelf frequently vouchfafed to partake of his en- 


tertainments. As his way of life was fplendid and opulent, his amufements and 
occupations were gay, and partook of the cavalier fpirit, which, as he had only 
taken deacon’s orders, he did not think unbefitting his character. He employed 
himfelf at leifure hours in hunting, hawking, gaming, and horfemanfhip ; he 
expofed his perfon in feveral military aétions ||; he carried over, at his own 
charge, feven hundred knights to attend the King in his wars at Tholoufe; in 
the fubfequent wars on the frontiers of Normandy, he maintained, during forty 


days, twelve hundred knights, and four thoufand of their train§; and in an 


embaffy to France, with which he was entrufted, he aftonifhed that court with the 
number and magnificence of his retinue. 

Henry, befides committing all his more important bufinefs to Becket’s ma- 
nagement, honoured him with his friendfhip and intimacy ; and whenever he was 
difpofed to relax himfelf by {ports of any kind, he admitted his chancellor to the 
party [. An inftance of their familiarity is mentioned by Fitz-Stephens, which, 
as it fhows the manners of the age, it may not be improper to relate. One day, 
as the King and chancellor were riding together in the ftreets of London, 
they obferved a beggar, who was fhivering with cold. ‘Would it not be very 
praife-worthy, faid the King, to give that poor man a warm coat in this fevere 


* Fitz-Steph. p.15. Hilt. Quad. p. 9, 14. 7 Po: , 
John Baldwin held the manor of Oterarsfee in Aylefbury of the King in foccage, by the fervice 


| .Of finding litter-for the King’s bed, viz. in fummer, grafs or herbs, and two grey geefe, and in winter 


ftraw and three eels, thrice in a year, if the King fhould come thrice in a year to Aylefbury. Ma- 
dox.-Bar. Anglica, p. 247. 
| Fitz-Steph. p..23. Hift. Quad. p. 9g. § Fitz-Steph. p. 19, 20, 22, 23. 
4 Fitz-Steph. p.16. Hi, Quad. p. 8. 
feafon ? 


ay Ry Al ee te OS Sn pe 













































Hi EN 2 Yoon Fe 


feafon? It would, furely, replied the chancellor; and you do well, Sir, inc. 
thinking of fuch good actions. Then he fhall have one prefently, cried the King ; 
And feizing the fkirt of the chancellor’s coat, began to pull it violently. The 
chancellor defended himfelf for fome time; and they had both of them like to 
have tumbled off their horfes in the ftreet, when Becket, after a vehement ftrug- 
gle, let go his coat; which the King beftowed on the beggar, who, being ignorant 

of the quality of the perfons, was not a little furprifed with the prefent *. 


Becket, who, by his complaifance and good humour, had rendered himfelf 
agreeable, and by his induftry and abilities ufeful, to his matter, appeared to him 
the fitteft perfon for fupplying the vacancy made by the death of Theobald; and 
as he was well acquainted with the King’s intention + of retrenching, or rather 
confining within the antient bounds, all ecclefiaftical privileges, and fhowed al- 
ways a ready difpofition to comply with them {, Henry, who never expected any 
refiftance from that quarter, immediately iffued orders for electing him archbifhop 
of Canterbury. But this refolution, which was taken contrary to the opinion of 
Matilda, and many of the minifters |, turned out very unfortunate in the event ; 
and never prince of fo great penetration appeared, in the iffue, to have fo little 
underftood the genius and character of his minifter. 

No fooner was Becket inftalled in this high dignity, which rendered him for 
life the fecond perfon in the kingdom, with fome pretenfions of afpiring to be 
the firft, than he totally altered his demeanour and conduct §, and endeavoured 
to retrieve the character of fanctity, of which his former bufy and oftentatious 
courfe of life might, in the eyes of the people, have naturally bereaved him. 
Without confulting the King, he immediately returned into his hands the com- 
miffion of chancellor | ; pretending, that he muft henceforth detach himfelf from 
fecular affairs, and be folely employed in the exercife.of his facred function; but 
jn reality, that he might break off all connexions with Henry, and apprife 
him, that Becket, as primate of England, was now become entirely a new per- 
fonage. He maintained only, in his retinue and attendants, his antient pomp 
and luftre, which was ufeful to ftrike the vulgar: In his own perfon he affected 
the greateft aufterity, and moft rigid mortification, which, he was fenfible, would 
have an equal or a greater tendency to the fame end. He wore fack-cloth next 
his fkin, which, by his affected care to conceal it, was neceffarily the more re- 
marked by all the world *: He changed it fo feldom, that it was filled with dirt 


* Fitz-Steph. p. 16, + Fitz-Steph. p. 17. t Fitz-Steph. p,23. Epift, Se Thom. 
ps 232. | Epift, St. Thom. p. 167. _ § M. Paris, p. 69. Neubr. p. 393. Diteto, 
p- 534. Gervafe, p. 1383. 4 Hift. Quad. p.32. M. Paris, p. 69. Diceto, p. 534. 
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and vermin *: His ufual diet was bread; his drink water, which he even ren-- 
dered farther unpalatable by the mixture of unfavoury herbs: He tore his back: 
with the frequent difcipline which he infli@ted on it: He daily on his knees 
wathed, in imitation of our Saviour, the feet of thirteen beggars, whom he af-- 
terwards difmiffed with prefents{=: He gained the affections of the monks by 
his frequent, charities to the convents and hofpitals: Every one who made profei- 
fion of fanétity was admitted to his converfation, and returned full of panegyrics: 
on the humility, as well as the piety and mortification, of the holy primate: He 
feemed to be perpetually employed in reciting prayers and pious lectures, or in per- 
ufing religious difcourfes > Fiis afpect wore the appearance of ferioufnefs, and men- 
ral recolletion, and fecret devotion: And all men of penetration. plainly faw, 


that he was meditating fome great defign, and that the ambition and. oftentation. 


of his chara¢ter had turned itfelf towards a new and more dangerous object. 


Becker waited not till Henry fhould commence:thofe. projects againft the ec-. 


clefiaftical power, which, he knew, had been formed by. that prince: He was. 


himfelf the aggreffor ; and endeavoured to overawe the King by the intrepidity. 


and boldnefs of his enterprizes. He fummoned the earl of Clare to furrender the 
barony-of . Tunbridge, which, ever fince the conqueft, had remained in the fa- 


mily of that nobleman, but which, as it-had formerly belonged to the fee of Can-.- 


terbury, the primate pretended his predeceflors were prohibited by the canons to 
alienate. The earl of Ciare, .befides the luftre which he derived from the great- 


nefs of his own birth, and the,extent of his poffeffions, was allied to all the chief” 
families in the kingdom 3_ his fitter, who was a-celebrated beauty, had farther. 


extended his credit among the nobility, and, was even fuppofed to have gained 


the King’s-afiections.; and Becket could not better difcover, than by attacking fo 
powerful an intereft, his refolution to maintain with vigour.the rights, real or pre-. 


tended, of his fee ||. 


Wixruiram de Eynsford, a military tenant of the crown, was patron of a living . 


which belonged to a manor that held of the archbifhop of Canterbury; and Bec- 


ket, without regard to William’s right, prefented, on a new and illegal pretext,,. 
one Laurence to that living, who was violently expelled by Fynsford. The pri- 
mate, making himfelf, as was ufual in fpiritual courts, both’ judge and party,.. 
{fued out, in a fummary mannér, the fentence of excommunication againft. 
Eynsford, who complained to the King, that he, who held i# capite of the 


* Fitz-Steph. p. 24. + Hoveden, p. 520s. 
| Fitz-Steph. p. 28. Gervale, pe 13340. 
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crown, fhould, contrary to the practice eftablifhed by the Conqueror, and main- 
tained ever fince by his fucceflors, be fubjeéted to that terrible fentence, without 
the previous confent of the fovereign*. Henry, who had now broke off all per- 
fonal intercourfe with Becket, fent him, by a meffenger, his orders to abfolve 
Eynsford ; but received for anfwer, that it belonged not to the King to inform 
him whom he fhould abfolve and whom excommunicate +: And it was not till 


“after many remonftrances and menaces, that Becket, tho’ with the worft grace 


imaginable, was induced to comply with the royal mandate. 

Henry, tho’ he found himfelf thus grievoufly miftaken in the character of the 
perfon whom he had promoted to the primacy, determined not to defift from his 
former intention of retrenching clerical ufurpations. He was entirely malter of his 
extenfive dominions: The prudence and vigour of his government, attended wit! 
perpetual fuccefs, had raifed his character above that of any of his predeceflors [: 
The papacy was weakened by a fchifm, which divided all Europe: And he rightly 
judged, that, if the prefent favourable opportunity were neglected, the crown muft, 
from the prevalent fuperftition of the people, be in danger of falling into an entire 
fubordination under the mitre. 

Tue union of the civil and ecclefiaftical powers ferves extremely, in every ci- 
vilized government, to the maintenance of peace and order; and prevents thofe 
mutual incroachments, which, as there can be no ultimate judge between them, 
are often attended with the moft dangerous confequences. Whether the fupreme 
magiftrate, who unites thefe powers, receive the appellation of prince or prelate, 
it is not material: The fuperior weight, which temporal interefts commonly bear 
in the apprehenfions of men above {piritual, renders the civil part of his charac- 
ter moft prevalent; and in time prevents thofe grofs impoftures and bigotted 
perfecuiions, which, in all falfe religions, are the chief foundation of clerical au- 
thority. But during the progrefs of ecclefiaftical ufurpations, the ftate, by the 
refittance of the civil magiftrate, is naturally thrown into convulfions ; and it be- 
hoves the prince, both for his own intereft, and for that of the public, to pro- 
vide in time fufficient barriers againft fo dangerous and infidious a rival. This 
precaution had been hitherto much neglected in England, as well as in other 
catholic countries; and affairs at laft feemed to have come to a dangerous crifis : 
A fovereign of the greateft abilities was now on the throne: A prelate of the 

moft inflexible and intrepid character was poffefied of the primacy : The cone 
tending powers appeared to be armed with their full force, and it was natural te 
expect fome extraordinary. event to refult from their rencounter. 


* ML Paris, p. 70. Diceto, p. 536. -+ Fitz-Steph. p. 28. { Epift. St. Thom. p. 130. 
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Amonc their other inventions to obtain money, the clergy had inculcated the 
neceflity of penance as an atonement for fin; and having again introduced the 
practice of paying them large {ums as a commutation, or fpecies of atonement, 
for the remiffion of thefe penances, the fins of the people, by thefe means, had 
become a revenue to the priefts; and the King computed, that, by this inven- 
tion alone, they levied more money from his fubjeéts, than flowed, by all the 
funds and taxes, into the royal exchequer*. That he might eafe his fubjects of 
fo heavy and arbitrary an impofition, Henry required, that a civil officer of his 
appointment fhould be prefent in all ecclefiaftical courts, and fhould, for the fu- 
ture, give his confent to every compofition which was made with finners for their 
fpiritual offences. 


Tue ecclefiaftics, in that age, had renounced all immediate fubordination to 
the magiftrate: They openly pretended to an exemption, in criminal accufa- 
tions, from a trial before courts of juftice; and were gradually introducing a like 
exemption in civil caufes: Spiritual penalties alone could be inflicted on their of- 
fences: And as the clergy had extremely multiplied in England, and many of 
them were confequently of very low charaéters, crimes of the deepeft dye, mur- 
ders, robberies, adulteries, rapes, were daily committed with impunity by the 
ecclefiaftics, It had been found, for inftance, by enquiry, that no lefs than an 
hundred murders had, fince the King’s acceffion, been perpetrated by men of 
that profeffion, who had never been called to account for thefe offences+; and 
holy orders were become a full protection for all enormities. A clerk in Wor- 
cefterfhire, having debauched a gentleman’s daughter, had, at this time, pro- 
ceeded to murder the father ; and the general indignation againft this crime 
moved the King to attempt the remedy of an abufe which was become fo palpable, 
and to require that the clerk fhould be delivered up, and receive condign punith- 
ment from the magiftrate {. Becket infifted on the privileges of the church; 
confined the criminal to the bifhop’s prifon, left he fhould be feized by the King’s 
officers; maintained that no greater punifhment could be inflicted on him than 
degradation: And when the King demanded, that, immediately after he was 
degraded, he fhould be tried by the civil power, the primate afferted, that i¢ 


was iniquitous to try a man twice upon the fame accufation, and for the fame — 


crime |}. 


Henry, laying hold of fo favourable a caufe, refolved to pufh the glergy with 
regard to all their privileges, which they had raifed to an enormous height, and 


7 Fitz-Steph p- 32. + Neubr. p. 394. t Fitz-Steph. p. 33. Hift. Quad. p. 32. 
| Fitz-Steph. p. 29. Hift. Quad. p. 33, 45. Hoveden, p. 492. M. Paris, p. 72. ~» Diceto, 
p- 530: 537+ Brompton, p. 1058. Gervafe, p. 1384. Epift. St. Thom. P+ 208, 209. 
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to determine at once thofe controverfies, which daily multiplied, between the ci- 
vil and ecclefiaftical jurifdictions. He fummoned an affembly of all the prelates 
of England; and he put to them this concile and decifive queftion, Whether or 
not they were willing to fubmit to the antient laws and cuftoms of the kingdom ? 
The bifhops unanimoufly replied, that they were willing, /aving their own or- 
der ® : A device by which they thought to elude the prefent urgency of the King’s 
demand, and yet referve to themfelves, on a favourable opportunity, the power 
of refuming all their paft pretenfions. The King was fenfible of the artifice, and 
was provoked to the higheft indignation, He left the affembly, with vifible marks 
of his difpleafure : He required the primate inftantly to furrender the honours and 
caftles of Eye and Berkham +: The bifhops were terrified, and’ expeCted ftill far- 
ther effects of his refentment. Becket alone was inflexible ; and nothing but the 
interpolition of the Pope’s legate, Philip, abbot of Eleemofina, who dreaded a 
breach with fo powerful a prince at fo unfeafonable a juncture, could have pre- 
vailed on him to retract the faving claufe, and give a general and abfolute pro- 
mife of obferving the antient cuftoms f. | 


But Henry was not content with a declaration in thefe general terms : He re- 
folved, ere it was too late, to define exprefsly thofe cuftoms, with which he re- 
quired compliance, and to put a {top to clerical ufurpations, before they were 
fully confolidated, and could plead antiquity, as they already did a facred autho- 
rity, in their favour. The claims of the church were open and vifible. After a 
gradual and infenfible progrefs thro’ many centuries, the mafk had. at laft been 
taken off, and feveral ecclefiaftical councils, by their canons, which were pretend- 
ed to be irrevocable and infallible, had pofitively defined thofe privileges and 1m- 
munities, which gave fuch general offence, and appeared fo dangerous, to the 
civil magiftrate. Henry therefore deemed it neceffary to define with the fame pre- 
cifion the limits of the civil power ; to oppofe his legal cuftoms to their divine or- 
dinances; to determine the exact boundaries of the rival jurifdictions ; and for 
this purpofe, he fummoned a general council of the nobility and prelates at Cla- 
rendon, to whom he fubmitted this great and important quettion. 
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Tue barons were all gained to the King’s party, either by the reafons which Confituti-ns 


he urged, or by his fuperior authority : The bifhops were overawed by the gene- 
ral combination againft them: And the following laws, commonly called the 
Conftitutions of Clarendon, were voted without oppofition by this affembly ||. It 
was enaéted, that all fuits concerning the advowfon and prefentation of churches 


* Fitz-Steph. p. 31. “Hift. Quad. p. 34. Hoveden, p. 492. Gervate, p- 1385. 
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fhould be determined in the civil courts: That the churches, belonging to the 
‘King’s fee, fhould not be granted in perpetuity without his confent: That clerks, 
-accufed of any crime, fhould be tried in the civil courts: That no perfon, particu- 
Jarly no clergyman of any rank, fhould depart the kingdom without the King’s 
licence: That excommunicated perfons fhould not be bound to give fecurity for 
continuing in their prefent place of abode: That laics fhould not be accufed in 
fpiritual courts, except by legal and reputable promoters and witnefies: That no 
chief tenant of the crown fhould be excommunicated, nor his lands be put under 
an interdiét, except with the King’s confent: That all appeals in fpiritual caufes 
fhould be carried from the archdeacon to the bifhop, from the bifhop to the pri- 
mate, from him to the King; and fhould be carried no farther without the King’s 
.confent: That if any law-fuit arife between a layman and a clergyman concerning 
a tenement, and it be difputed whether the land be a Jay or an ecclefiaftical fee, 
it fhould firft be determined by the verdict of twelve lawful men to what clafs it 
belonged, and if it be found to be a lay-fee, the caufe fhould finally be determined 
in the civil courts: That no inhabitant in demefne, fhould be excommunicated 
for non-appearance ina fpiritual court, till the chief officer of the place, where he 
refides, be confulted, that he may compel him by the civil authority to give fatif- 
faction to the church : That the archbifhops, bifhops, and other fpiritual digni- 
taries fhould be regarded as barons of the realm; fhould poffefs the privileges and 
be fubjeéted to the burthens belonging to that rank ; and fhould be bound to at- 
tend the King in his great councils, and affift at all trials, till the fentence, either 
of death or lofs of members, be given againft the criminal: That the revenue of 
‘the vacant fees fhould belong to the King; the chapter, or fuch of them as he fhall 
fummon, fhould fit in the King’s chapel till they make the new ele@tion with his 


~confent, and that the bifhop elect fhould do homage to the crown: That if any 


‘baron or tenant in capite fhall refufe to fubmit to the fpiritual courts, the King 
Should employ his authority in obliging him to make fuch fubmiffions; if any 
‘of them throw off his allegiance to the King, the prelates fhould with their cen- 
fures affift the King in reducing him: That goods, forfeited to the King, thould 
not be protected in churches or-church-yards : That the clergy fhould no more 
pretend to the right of enforcing payment of debts contracted by oath or promife ; 
‘but fhould leave thefe law-fuits, as well as others, to the determination of the civil 
‘courts: And that the fons of villains fhould not be ordained clerks, without the 
confent of their lord *. 


‘© Hift. Quadr. p. 163. M. Paris, p. 70, 71. Spelm. Cone. vol. 2. p63. Gervafe, p. 1386. 
1337. Wilkins, p, 32\s 
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Tues articles, to the number of fixteen, were calculated to prevent the prin- Chap. VII... 
ThOA.« 


cipal abufes, which had prevailed in ecclefiaftical affairs, and to put an effectual {top 
to the ufurpations of the church, which, gradually ftealing on, had threatened 


the total deftruction of the civil power, Henry, therefore, by:reducing thefe 


cuftoms ‘to writing and collecting them in a body, endeavoured to prevent all fu- 


ture difpute with regard to them’; and by paffling fo many eccleftaftical ordinances» 


in a national and civil afflembly, he fully eftablifhed the fuperiority of the legif-. 
lature above all papal decrees or fpiritual canons, and gained a fignal victory: 
* over the ecclefiaftics. But as he knew, that the bifhops, tho’ overawed by the 
prefent combination of the crown and the barons, would take the firft favourable. 
opportunity of denying the authority, which had enacted thefe conftitutions ; he: 


refolved, that they fhould all fet their feal to them, and give a promife to obferve 
them. None of the prelates dared to oppofe his will ; except Becket, who, tho’ 
urged by the earls of Cornwal and Leicefter, the barons of principal authority in 


the kingdom, obftinately. with-held his confent. At laft, Richard de Hattings, . 


grand prior of the templars in England, threw himfelf on his knees before him-.; . 


and with many. tears, entreated him, if he paid any regard, either to his own 


fafety or that of the church, not.to provoke, by fruitlefs oppofition, the indig- - 


nation of .a great monarch, who was refolutely bent on his purpofe, and who was 
determined to take full revenge on every one, who fhould dare to oppofe him * ; 
Becket, finding himfelf deferted by all the world, and even by his own brethren, 
in this caufe, was at laft obliged to comply ; and he fet his feal to the conftitutions ; 
promifed, /egally, with good faith, and without fraud or referve +, to obferve them ; 


and even took an oath to that purpofe{. The King, thinking that he had now. 
finally prevailed in this great enterprize, fent the conftitutions to Pope Alexander, . 


who then refided in France; and he required that pontiff’s ratification of them : 


But Alexander, who plainly faw, that thefe laws were calculated to eftablifh the~ 


independancy of England.on the papacy, and of the royal power. on the clergy, 


condemned them in the ftrongeft terms ; abrogated, annulled, and rejected them |.. 
There were only fix articles, the leaft important, which, for the fake of peace, he - 


was willing to ratify. 


Bécxet, when he obferved, that he might-hope for fupport in an oppofition,., 
expreffed the deepeft forrow for his conceffions ; and endeavoured to engage all . 


the other bifhops in a confederacy to adhere to their common rights, and to the 
ecelefiaftical privileges, in which he repre‘ented the intereft’ and honour of God 
to be fo deeply concerned. He redoubled his aufterities in order to punifh himfelf 


= 


*-Hift. Quadr. p. 38. . Hoveden, -p.i493.-. + Fitz-Step.:p.-35: Epift. St. Thom. p. 25. - 
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for his criminal compliance * : He proportioned his difcipline to the enormity of 
his fuppofed offence: And he refufed to exercife any part of his archiepifcopal 
function, till he fhould receive abfolution from the Pope, which was readily grant- 
ed him +. Henry, informed of his prefent difpofitions, refolved to take ven- 
geance for this refractory behaviour; and he attempted to crufh him, by means 
of that very power which Becket made fuch a merit in fupporting. He applied 
to the Pope for the commiffion of legate in hisdominions; but Alexander, as po- 
litic as he, tho’ he granted him the commiffion, annexed a claufe, that it fhould 
not empower him to execute any act in prejudice of the archbifhop of Canterbu- 
ry {: And the King, finding how fruitlefs fuch an authority would prove, fent 
back the commiffion by the fame meffengers who brought it |). 


Tue primate, however, who found himfelf ftill expofed to the King’s indigna- 
tion, endeavoured twice to efcape fecretly from the kingdom; but was as often 
detained by contrary winds §: And Henry haftened to make hin feel the ef- 
feéts of an obftinacy, which he deemed fo criminal. He inftigated John, ma- 
rifchal of the exchequer, to fue Becket, in the archiepifcopal-court for fome 
lands, part of the manor of Pageham ; and to appeal from thence to the King’s 
court for juftice |. On the day appointed for trying the caufe, the primate fent 
four knights, to reprefent certain irregularities in John’s appeal ; and at the fame 
time to excufe himfelf, on account of ficknefs, for not appearing perfonally that 
day inthe court. This flight offence (if it even deferves that name) was reprefent- 
ed as a grievous contempt; the four knights were menaced, and with difficulty 


efcaped being fent to prifon, as offering falfhoods to the court *; and Henry, 


being determined to perfecute Becket to the utmoft, fummoned at Northampton 
a great council, whom he propofed to make the inftruments of his vengeance a- 
gainft this inflexible prelate. 

Tue King had raifed Becket from a low ftation to the higheft offices, had ho- 
noured him with his countenance and friendfhip, had trufted to his affiftance in 
forwarding his favourite project againft the clergy ; and when he found him be- 
come of a fudden his moft rigid opponent, while every one befide complied with 
his will, rage at the difappointment, and indignation againft fuch fignal ingra- 
titude, tranfported him beyond all bounds of moderation ; and there feems to 
have entered more of paffion than of juftice or even of policy, in this violent 


* Hift. Quadr. p. 40, 41. Hoveden, p. 493. ™M. Paris, p. 71. + Gervafe, p. 1388. 
Parker, p. 203. Epift. St. Thom. p. 40, 41. t Epift. St. Thom. p. 13, 14. 
|| Hoveden, p. 493. Gervafe, p. 1388. § Fitz-Steph. p. 35. Hift. Quad. p. 42. M. 
Paris, p. 72. + Hoveden, p. 494. M. Paris, p. 72. Diceto, p. 537. | 
* Fitz-Steph. p. 36. 
profe- 





profecution *. The barons, however, in the great council voted whatever fen- 
tence he was pleafed to dictate to them; and the bifhops themfelves, who un- 
doubtedly bore a fecret favour to Becket, and regarded him as the martyr of their 
privileges, concurred with the reft, in the defign of oppreffing their primate, In 
vain did Becket urge, that his court was proceeding with the utmoft regularity 
and juftice in trying the marefchal’s caufe, which, however, he faid, would ap- 
pear, from the fheriff’s teftimony, to be entirely unjuft and iniquitous : That he 
himfelf had difcovered no contempt of the King’s court; but on the contrary, 
by fending four knights to excufe his abfence, had virtually acknowledged its 
authority: That he alfo, in confequence of the King’s fummons, perfonally ap- 
peared at prefent in the great council, ready to juftify his caufe againft the 
marefchal, and to fubmit his conduct to their enquiry and jurifdi€tion: And that 
even fhould he be found to have been guilty of non-appearance, the laws had affix- 
ed a very flight penalty to that offence ; and that, as he was an inhabitant of Kent, 
where his archiepifcopal palace was feated, he was by law entitled to fome creater 
indulgence than ufual in the rate of his fine+. He was condemned, notwith- 
{tanding thefe pleas, as guilty of a contempt of the King’s court, and as wanting 
in the fealty which he had {worn to his fovereign ; all his goods and chattels were 
confifcated [ ; and that this triumph over the church might be carried to the 
utmoft, Henry, Bifhop of Winchefter, the prelate who had been: fo powerful in 
the former reign, was, notwithftanding his remonftrances, obliged, by order of 
the court, to pronounce the fentence againft him||. The primate fubmitted to 
the decree ; and all the prelates, except Gilbert, bifhop of London, who paid 
court to the King by this fingularity, became fureties for him §. It is remarkable, 
that feveral Norman barons voted in this council; and we may conclude, with 
fome probability, that a like practice had prevailed in many of the great councils 
fummoned fince the conqueft. For the cotemporary hiftorian, who has given 
us a full account of thefe tranfactions, does not mention this circumftance as any 
wife fingular |; and Becket, in all his fubfequent remonftrances with regard 
to the fevere treatment, which he had met with, never founds any objeétion on 
an irregularity, which to us- appears very palpable and flagrant. So little pre- 
cifion was there at that time in the government and contftitution ! 


Tse King was not content with this fentence, however violent and oppreffive? 
Next day, he demanded of Becket the fum of three hundred pounds, which the pri- 
mate had levied from the honours of Eye and Berkam, while in his poffeffion. 


* Neubr. p. 394. + Fitz-Steph. p. 37. 42. } Hift. Quad. p. 47, Hoveden, p. 464. 
Gervale, p. 1389. || Fitz-Steph. p. 37. § Fitz-Steph. p37. 

4 Fitz-Steph. p. 36. 

Vou, I. Oo Becket, 









































Chap. VIII. 


1164. 


WIS T OR ENGLAN D. 


282 
premifing that he was not obliged to anfwer to this fuit, becaufe it 
his f{ammons ; after remarking, that he had expended more 


than that fum in the repairs of thefe caftles and of the royal palace at London; 
exprefied however his refolution not to allow money to be any ground of quarrel 
between him and his fovereign: He agreed to pay the fum; and immediately 
In the fubfequent meeting, the King demanded five hun- 
dred marks, which, he affirmed, he had lent Becket during the war at Tho- 
loufe +; and another fum to the fame amount, for which that prince had been 
furety for him toa Jew. Immediately after thefe two claims, he ftarted a third 
of ftill greater importance : He required him to sive in the account of his ad- 
lor, and to pay the balance due from the revenues of 


miniftration while chancell 
which had, during that time, been fub- 


all the prelacies, abbies, and baronies, 
jected to his management oy Becket obferved, that as this demand was totally 


unexpected, he had not come. prepared .to an{wer it; but he required a delay, 
and promifed in that cafe to give fatisfaction. ‘The King infifted upon fureties s. 
and Becket defired leave to confult with his fuffragans in a cafe of fuch impor- 


Becket, after 
was not contained in 


gave fureties for it *. 


tance ||. 


Ir is apparent, from the known charaéter of Henry, and from the ufual vigi- 


lance of his government, that when he promoted Becket to the fee of Canterbury;, 
he was, oA good grounds, well pleafed with his adminiftration in the former 
high office, with which he had entrufted him ; and that, even if that prelate had 
diffipated money beyond the income of his place, the King was fatishied, that his 
expences were not blameable, and had in the main been calculated for his fer- 
vice §. Two years had fince elapfed ; no demands had. during that time been 
made upon him, it was not till the quarrel arofe concerning ecclefiaftical privi- 
leges, that the claim was ftarted, and the primate was, of a fudden,. required to. 
produce accounts of fuch intricacy and extent before a tribunal, which had fhown 
a determined refolution to ruin and opprefs him. To find fureties, that he fhould 


anfwer fo boundlefs and uncertain a claim, which, in the King’s. eftimation, 


amounted to 44,000 marks |. was impracticable ; and Becket’s fuflragans were 
‘extremely at a lofs what council to give him, in fuch a critical emergency. By 
the advice of the bifhop of Winchefter he offered two thoufand marks asa ge- 
neral fatisfaction for all demands: But this offer was rejected by the King ®: 
Some prelates counfelled him to refign his fee, on condition of receiving ei ac 
quital: Others were of opinion, that he ought to fubmit himfelf crititety to the 


* Fitz-Steph. p. 38. + Hift. Quad. p. 47. + Hoveden, p. 494. Diceto, p. 537: 


| Fitz-Steph. p. 38. § Hoveden, p. 495- 4 Epift. St. Thom. p. 315: 
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King’s mercy *: But the primate, thus pufhed to the utmoft, had too much Chap. VII, 
courage to fink under oppreffion: He determined to brave all his enemies, to 1164. 
truft to the facrednefs of his character for protection, to involve his caufe with that 

of God and religion, and to ftand the utmoft efforts of royal indignation. 


Arter a few days, fpent in deliberation, Becket went to church, and faid 
mafs, where he had previoufly ordered, that the introit to the communion fer- 
vice fhould begin with thefe words, Princes fat and fpake againft me; the paf- 
fage appointed for the martyrdom of St. Stephen, whom the primate thereby 
tacitly pretended to refemble in his fufferings for the fake of righteoufnefs +. He 
went thence to court arrayed in his facred veftments; and as foon as he arrived 
within the palace gates, he took the crofs into his own hands, bore it aloft as his 
protection, and marched in that pofture into the royal apartments t. The King, 
who was in aninner room, was aftonifhed at this parade, by which the primate 
feemed to menace him and his court with the fentence of excommunication; and 
he fent fome of the prelates fo remonftrate with him on account of fuch audacious 
behaviour. Thefe prelates complained to him, that, by fubfcribing, himfclf, to 
the conftitutions of Clarendon, he had feduced them to imitate his example; and 
that now, when it was too Jate, he pretended to (hake off all fubordination to the 
civil power, and appeared defirous of involving them in the guilt, which muft 
attend any violation of thofe laws, eftablithed by ‘their confent and ratified by 
their fubfcriptions ||. Becket replied, that he had indeed fubferibed the confti- 
tutions of Clarendon, legally, with good faith and without fraud or referve, but 
4. thefe words was virtually implied a falvo for the rights of their order, which, 
being connected with the caufe of God and his church, could never be relin- 
quifhed by their oaths and engagements: That if he and they had erred, in re- 
figning the ecclefiaftical privileges, the beft atonement they could now make was 
to retraét their confent; which in fuch a cafe could never be obligatory, and to 
follow the Pope’s authority, who had folemnly abrogated the conftitutions 
of Clarendon, and had abfolved them from all oaths, which they had taken to 
obferve them: That adetermined refolution was evidently embraced to opprefs the 
church ; the ftorm had firft broke upon him ; for a flight offence, and which too was 
even falfely imputed to him, he had been tyrannically condemned to a erievous 
penalty ; anew and unheard of claim was fince ftarted, in which he could expect 
no juftice; and he plainly fiw that he was a deftined victim, who, by his ruin, 
muft prepare the way for the abrogation of all fpiritual immunities: That he 


* FitzeSteph. p- 39- Gervafe, p. 1390. + Hitt. Quad. p. 53- Hoveden, p. 494- 
WNeubr. p. 394- Gervafe, p. 1391. t Fitz-Steph. p. 40. Hilt, Quad. p. 53. Hoeveden, 
Pp. 494: Neubr. p. 394. Epilft. St. Thom. p. 43- | Fitz-Steph. p. 34- 
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Chap. VII. fri@ly inhibited them, who were his fuffragans, to Kein at any fuch trial, or 
130% give their fanction to any fentence againit him; he put himfelf and his fee under 
the protection of the fupreme pontiff; and appealed be him againit any penalty, 
which his iniquitous judges might think proper to inflict upon him: And that, 
however terrible the indignation of fo great a monarch as Henry, his {word could 
only kill the body; while that of the church, entrufted into the hands of the 
primate, could kill the foul, and throw the difobedient into infinite and eterna] 
perdition *. 

Appgats to the Pope, even in ecciefiaftical caufes, had been abolifhed by the 
conftitutions of Clarendon, and were become criminal by law; but an appeal in 
a civil caufe, fuch as that of the King’s demand upon Becket, was a practice al- 
together new and unprecedented; tended direétly to the fubverfion of the go- 
vernment; and could receive no colour of excufe, except from the determined 
refolution, which was but too apparent, in the King and the great council, to 
effectuate, without juftice, but under colour of law, the total ruin of the inflexible 
primate. The King, having now obtained fo much a better pretext for his vio- 
lence, would probably have pufhed this affair to the utmoft extremity againtt 
Banifhmentof him; but Becket gave him no leifure to condué that profecution. He refufed 
Becket. fo much as to hear the fentence, which the barons, fitting apart from the bifhops, 
and joined to fome fheriffs and barons of the fecond rank +, had given upon the 
King’s claim: Fie departed from the palace; afked Henry’s immediate permif- 
fion to leave Northampton; and upon meeting with a refufal, he withdrew (- 
crétly; wandered about in difguife for fome time ; and at laft took fhipping and 

arrived fafely at Gravelines f. 


Tue violent and unjuft profecution of Becket had a natural tendency to turn 
the public favour on his fide, and to make men forget his former ingratitude to- 
wards the King, and his departure from all oaths and engagements, as well as the 
cnormity of thofe ecclefiaftical privileges, of which he affe&ted to be the cham- 
pion. There were many other reafons, which procured him countenance and 
protection in foreign countries, Philip, earl of Flanders |, and Lewis, King of 
France §, jealous of the rifing oreatnefs of Fienry, were well pleafed to give him 


“Fitz Steph. p. 42. 44, 45, 46. Hitt. Quad. p57. Hoveden, p. 405. M. Paris, p. 72. Epift. 
St. Thom. p. 45. 195. t+ Fitz-Sieph. p. 46. This hiftorian is fuppofed to mean the «mere 
confiderable vaflals of the chief barons: ‘Thefe had no title to fit jn the gre: 


eat council, and the giving 
them a place there was a palpable irregularity : Which however is not infifed on in any of Becket’s 
remonitrances. A new proof how little fixed the conftitution was at that time ! 

t Hitt. Quad, p- 60. 63, 64.&c. Hoveden, p- 495. M. Paris, p 
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05 
difturbance in his government ; and forgetting that this was the common caufe of Chap, VIII. 
princes, they affeéted to pity extremely the condition of the exiled primate; and = 1! 
the latter even honoured him with a vifie at Soiffons, in which city he had in- 

vited him to fix his retreat*. The pope, whofe interefts were more immediately 
concerned in fupporting him, gave a bad reception to a magnificent embafly, 

which Henry fent to accufe him; while he put the greateft marks of diftin@ion 

on Becket himfelf, who had come to Sens, in order 10 jultify his caufe before 

the fovereign pontiff T. The King, in revenge, fequeftered the revenues of 
Canterbury; and by a conduct, which might be efteemed arbitrary had there 

been at that time any regular check on royal authority, he banifhed all the pri- 

mate’s relations and domeftics, to the number of four hundred t, whom he 
obliged to fwear, before their departure, that they would inftantly join their pa- 

tron ||. But this policy, by which Henry erideavoured to reduce Becket the 

fooner to. neceffities, loft irs effect: The Pope, as foon as they arrived beyond 

fea, abfolved them from their oath, and diftributed them among the convents in 

France and Flanders: A refidence was afligned to Becket himfelf in the convent 

of Pontigny §, where he lived for fome years in great magnificence, partly from 

a penfion granted him on the revenues of that abbey, partly from remittances 

made him by the French monarch. 


Tue more to ingratiate himfelf with Pope Alexander, Becket refigned into | 
his hands the’ fee of Canterbury, to which, he afirmed, he had been uncanoni- 
cally eleéted, by the authority of the royal mandate | ; and Alexander in his turn, 
befides invefting him anew with that dignity, pretended to abrogate by a bull the 
fentence which the great council of England had pafied againft him. -Henry, af- 
ter attempting in vain to procure a conference with the Pope, who departed foon 
after for Rome, whither the profperous condition of his affairs now invited him; 
made provifions acain{ft the confequences of that breach, which impended between 
his kingdom and the apoftolic fee. He iffued orders to his jufticiaries, inhibit- 
ing, under-fevere penalties, all appeals to the Pope or archbifhop ; forbidding 
any one to receive any mandates from them, or apply in any cafe to their autho- 
rity 3 declaring it treafonable to bring from either of them an interdict upon the 
kingdom, and punithable, in fecular clergymen, by the lofs of their eyes and by 


1165. 


ca{tration, in regulars by amputation of their feet, and in laics with death; and 
menacing with fequeftration and banifhment the perfons themfelves, as well as 

* Hift. Quad. p. 75. + Fitz-Steph. p. 51. Hitt. Quad, p. 72, 73.77. . Hoveden, p- 
rivets p. 46. t- Epift. St. Thom. p. 766. | Fitz-Steph: 
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(Chap. VII. their kindred, who thould pay obedience to any fuch interdi&t: And he farther 
1105. biects to fwear to the obfervance of thefe orders *. Thefe were 
edicts of the utmoft importance, affected *the lives and properties of all the fub-. 
jects, and even changed, for the time, the national religion, by breaking off all 
communication with Rome: Yet were they enacted by the fole authority of the 


and were derived entirely from his will and pleafure. 





ebliged all his fu 








King 
Tue fpiritual powers, whica, in the piimitive church, were, in a great mea- 
fare, Gependant on the civil, had by a oradual progrefs reached an equality and 
independance ; and tho’ the limits of the two jurifdictions were difficult to afcer- oe 
tain or define, it was not impoffible, but, by moderation on both fides, .govern- 
ment might ftill have been conduéted, in that imperfect and irregular manner a 
which attends all human inftitutions. But as the ignorance of the age encoura- 
ged. the ecclefiaftics daily to extend their privileges, and even to advance maxims | 
totally incompatible with civil sovernment +; Henry had thought it high time 
to put an end to their pretenfions, and formally, in a public council, to fix thofe 
powers, which belonged to the magiftrate, and which he was for the future de- e 
termined to maintain. In this attempt, he was led to recall cuftoms, which, | 
tho’ antient t, were beginning to be abolifhed by a contrary practice, and which 
were {till more ftrongly oppofed by the prevailing opinions and fentiments of the 
age. Principle, therefore, ftood on the one fide; power on the other; and*if 
the Englifh had been actuated by confcience, more than by prefent intereft, the 
controverfy muft foon, by the general defeétion of Henry’s fuby@tts, have been de- 
cided againft him. Becket, in order to forward this event, filled all places with 
- exclamations againft the violence which he had fufiered |]. He compared himfelf 
to Chrift, who had been condemned by a lay tribunal §, and who was crucified 
anew in the prefent oppreffions under which his church laboured: He took it for | 
granted, as a point inconteflible, that his caufe was the caufe of God}: He af- v 
fumed» the character of champion for the patrimony of the Divinity: He pre- oa 
tended to be the fpiritual father of the King and all the people of England *; 
He even told Henry, that Kings reign folely by the authority of the church + ; 
and tho” he had thus torne off the veil more openly on the one fide, than that 
prince had on the other, he feemed ftill, from the general favour borne him by 
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* Hitt. Quad. p. 88,167. Hoveden, p. 496. ™M. Paris, p. 73. 
+ Quis dubitat, fays Becket to the King, facerdotes Chrifiz regum et principum omu'umque fidelium 
patres et magifiros cenferi. Epitt. St. Thom. p. 97, 148. 


y <. cz — 
ae * bem 4, te 
I Sat Le, Pe pan a eee he . ‘. 


¢ Fitz-Steph. p. 34. Hoveden, p. 518. Epifl. St. Thom. p. 265. || Fitz-Steph. ps 53 ( 
Epift. St. Thom. p. 63, 64, 226. § Epift. St. Thom. p. 63, 105. 194. + Epift. Se. tg 
Thom. p. 29, 30, 31, 226. * Fitz-Steph. p. 46. Epift. St. Thom. p. 52, 148. E 
$+ Brady’s Append, N° 56, Epift. St. Thom. p. 94, 95, 97, 99,197. Hoveden, p. 497. : | 
the : 

yo 


vive bens —s- 
ot Es Sg i i 


HE N RY ee at 


che ecclefiattics, to have all the advantage in the argument *. The King, that Chap. VI. 


he might employ the weapons of temporal power remaining in his hands, fuf- 


pended the payment of Peter’s-pence f 5 he made advances towards an alliance 


with the Emperor, Frederic Barbaroffa, who was at that time engaged in vio- 
lent wars with Pope Alexander; he difcovered fome intentions of acknowledg= 
ing Pafcal Ill. the prefent anti-pope, who was protected by that Emperor ||’ 
and by thefe expedients he endeavoured to terrify the enterprifing, tho” prudent 


pontiff, from proceeding to extremities againft him. 


But the violence of Becket, fill more than the nature of the controverfy, kept 
affairs from remaining long in fufpenfe between the parties. That prelate, infti- 
gated by revenge, and animated by the prefent clory attending his fituation, 
pufhed matters to a decifion, and ‘fued out a cenfure, excommunicating the 
King’s chief minifters by name, and comprehending in general all thofe who fa- 
voured or obeyed the conttitutions of Clarendon §: Thefe conftitutions he abro- 
gated and annulled ;. he abfolved every one fom the oaths, which they had taken 


to obferve them; and he fufpended the fpiritual thunder over Henry himéelf,. 


only that the prince might avoid the blow by a timely repentance 4. 

The fituation of Henry was fo unhappy, that he could employ no expedient 
for faving his sinifters from this terrible cenfure, but by appealing to the Pope 
himfelf, and having recourfe to a tribunal, whofe authority he had himfelf at- 
tempted to abridge in this very article of appeals, and which, he knew, was fo 
deeply engaged on the fide of his adverfary *. ~But even this expedient was not 
likely to be long effectual. Becket had obtained’ from.the Pope a legatine com- 
mifion over EnglandT 5. and in virtue of that authority, which admitted of no 
appeal T, he fummoned the bifhops of London, Salifbury, and others, to’ at- 
tend him, and ordered, under pain of excommunication, the ecclefiaftics, fe- 
queftered on his account, to be reftored in two months to all their: benefices ff. 
But John de Oxford, the King’s agent at Rome, had the addrefs to procure or- 
ders for fufpending this fentence § ; and he gave thie pontiff fuch hopes of a fpeedy 


reconcilement between the King and Becket, that two legates, William de Pavie: 


and Otho, were fent to Normandy, where the King then refided, and endea- 


* Foift. St. Thom. p: 268, 611. . Epift: St. Thom. p- 219- + Hitt. Quad. p. 38 
E F ; f I u 
Epift. St. Thom. p. 116, 139. | Epifts St. Thom. pe. 106,111, 112. M. Paris, p. 75-..M 
Welt. p. 249- § Hoveden, p. 500. M. Welt. p. 249- Epitt. St. Thom. p. 148, 149, 235s 
240. 1. Firz-Steph: p.56. Hit. Quad. p- 93+ M. Parts, Pp. 74: Beaulieu Vie de St. 1 home 
p- 213. Boift. St. Thom. p. 149s ¢29- Hoveden, p. 499+ * Epift. St. I hom. p. 166, 202- 
203, 234+ + Fitz-Steph. pe 54> Epiit. St. Thom. p- 179: t Epift. St. Thom. p. 218; 
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voured to find expedients for that purpofe*. But the pretenfions of the parties 


= 4 — ee. —~ 2 
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were, as yet, too oppofite to admit of an accommodation: Lhe King required, 

hould be ratified +: Becket, that, pre- 
vioufly ‘0 any agreement, he:and his adherents fhould be reftored to their poffef- 
fionst: And as the legates had no power to pronounce a definitive fentence on 
either fide, the negotiation foon after_came to no hing ||. The cardinal de Pavie 
alfo, being much attached to Henry’s interefts, took care to protract the nego- 
tiation; to mitigate the Pope, by the accounts which he fent of that prince’s 
conduct; and to procure him every poffible indulgence from the fee of Rome. 
It was by his crejit, that the King obtained about this time a difpenfation for the 
marriage of his third fon, Geoffrey, with the heirefs of Brittanny ; a conceffion,. 
which, confidering Henry’s demerits towards the church, gave great {candal 
both to Becket, and to his patron, the King of France. 


~ 


that all the conftitutions of Clarendon { 
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THE intricacies of the feudal law had, in that age, rendered the boundaries of 
power between the prince and his vaffals, and between one prince and another, 
as precarious as thofe between the crown and the mitre ; and all wars took their 
origin from. difputes, which, had there been any tribunal poffeffed of power to 
enforce their decrees, ought only to have been decided before a court of judica- 
ture. Henry, in profecution of fome controverfies, in which he was involved 
with the count of Auvergne, a vaffal of the Dutchy of Guienne, had invaded the 
territories of that count; who had recourfe to the King of France, his fuperior 
lord, for protection, and theteby kindled a war between the two monarchs. But 
this war was, as ufual, no lefs feeble in its Operations, than it was frivolous in 
its caufe and object; and after occafioning fome depredations on each others ter- 
ritories §, and fome infurreéctions among the barons of Poictou and Guienne, was 
terminated by apeace; the terms of which were rather difadvantageous to Henry, 
and prove, that that prince had, by reafon of his contefts with the church, loft 
the fuperiority, which he had hitherto maintained over the crown of France: An 
additional motive to him for accommodating thofe differences. 

Tue Pope and the King began to perceive, that, in the prefent fituation of 
affairs, neither of them could expeé a final and decifive victory over the other, 
and that they had more to fear than hope from the duration of the controverfy. 
Tho’ the vigour of Henry’s government had confirmed his authority in all his 
dominions, his throne might be fhaken by a fentence of excommunication ; and 
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if England itfelf could, by its ficuation, be more eafily guarded againft the con- 


tagion of fuperftitious prejudices, his French provinces at leaft, whofe commu- 
nication was open with the neighbouring ftates, would be much expofed, on 
that account, to fome great revolution or convulfion *, He could not, there- 


fore, reafonably imagine, that the Pope, while he retained fuch a check upon . 


bim, would formally recognize the conftitutions of Clarendon, which both put 
an end to papal pretenfions in England, and would give an example to other 
{tates of afferting a like independancy +. Pope Alexander, on the other hand, 
being flill engaged in dangerous wars, with the Emperor Frederic, might juftly 
apprehend, that Henry, rather than relinquifh claims of fuch importance, would 
join the party of his enemy; and as the trials hitherto made of the {piritual 
weapons by Becket had not fucceeded to his expectation |, and every thing had 
remained quiet in all the King’s dominiogs, nothing feemed impoffible to the 
capacity and vigilance of fo great a monarch. The difpofition of minds on both 
fides, refulting from thefe circumftances, produced frequent attempts towards an 
accommodation ; but as both parties knew, that the effential articles of the difpute 
could not then be terminated, they entertained a perpetual jealoufy of each other, 
and were anxious not to lofe the leaft advantage in the negotiation§. The nun- 
tios, Gratian and Vivian, having received a commiffion to endeavour a recon- 
cilement, mét with the King at Damfront in Normandy; and after all differen- 
ces feemed to be adjufted, the King offered to fign the treaty, with a falvo to his 
royal dignity *; which gave fuch umbrage to Becket, that the negotiation, in 
the end, became fruitlefs, and the excommunications were renewed againft the 
King’s minifters. Another negotiation was conducted at Montmirail, in the 
prefence of the King of France and the French prelates; where Becket, imita- 
ting Henry’s example, offered to make his fubmiffions, with a falvo of the ho- 
nour of God, and the liberties of the chureh+; which, for a like reafon, was 
extremely offenfive to the King, and rendered the treaty abortive. A third con- 
ference, under the fame mediation, was broke off, by Becket’s infilting on the 
like referve in his fubmiffions ; and even in a fourth treaty, when all the terms 
were adjufted, and when the primate expected to be introduced to the King, and 
to receive the kifs of peace, which it was ufual for princes to grant in thofe times, 
and which was regarded as a fure pledge of forgivenefs, Henry refufed him that 
honour; upon pretence, that, during his anger, he had made a rafh vow nex 


* Epift. St. Thom. p. 230. + Epift. St. Thom. p. 276. ¢ Fitz-Steph. p. 53. Hift. 
Quad, p. 75. |] Epitt. St. Thom. p. 241, 254. § M. Paris, ps 85. |. M. Paris, 
p. 78. * Rymer, vol. 1. p. 29. Gervas, p: 1407. + Fitz-Steph. p.'53. Hift. Quad. 
p. 95. Diceto, p. 552. Gervas, p. 1405. — + Hift. Quad. p, 102. M. Paris, p. 82. Ger- 
vale, p. 1408, 
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ver to give the prelate fuch a teflimony of friendfhip. This formality ferved) 
among eave jealous fpirits, to prevent the conclufion of the treaty ; and tho’ the 
difficulty was attempted to em overcome, by adifpenfation which the Pope grant- 
ed Henry from his rafh vow *, that prince could not be prevailed on to depart 
from the refolution which he had taken. 

In one of thefe conferences, at which the French King was prefent, Henry 
faid to that monarch, ‘‘ There have been many kings of England, fome of greate 
‘¢ er, fome of lefs authority than myfelf: There have alfo been many archbifhops 
‘< of Canterbury, holy and good men, and entitled to every kind of refpec : 
«© Tet Becket but act towards me with the fame fubmiffion, which the greateft’ 
‘s of his predeceffors have paid to the leaft of mine, and there fhall be no con- 
‘¢ troverfy between us+.”’ Lewis was fo ftruck with this ftate of the cafe, and 
with an offer which Henry made todubmit his caufe to the French clergy, that 
he could not forbear condemning the primate, and withdrawing his friendfhip 
from him during fome time: But their common animofity againft Henry foon 
produced a renewal of their former good correfpondence f: 


At difficulties were at laft adjufted between the parties; and the King al-- 
lowed Becket to return, on. conditions which may be efteemed both honourable 
‘sand advantageous to that prelate. He was not required. to give up any of the 
- rights of the church, or refign any: of thofe pretenfions, which had:been the ori- 
ginal ground of the controverfy. It was agreed, that all thefe queftions fhould 
be buried in oblivion ; but that. Becket and his adherents fhould, without making 
farther fubmiffions, be reftored to all their livings||, and that even the pofief=. 
. fors of fuch benefices as depended on the fee of Canterbury, and had been filled: 
during the primate’s:abfence, fhould:be expelled, and Becket have liberty to fup- 
ply the vacancies §. In return for. conceffions, which entrenched fo deeply on 
the honour and dignity of the crown, Henry reaped only the advantage of fee- 
ing his minifters abfolved from the fentence of excommunication denounced 
againft them,,.and of preventing the interdict, which, if thefe hard-conditions 
had not been complied with, was ready.to be laid on all-his dominions. It 
was eafy to fee how much-he dreaded that event, when a prince of fo high a fpis 
rit. could fubmit.to terms fo difhonourable, in order to prevent it; 


* Fitz-Steph. p. 68. “+ Hift. Quad. p.o5. Gervafe, p. 1405. t Hift. Quad. p, 99, 
100. Gervafe, p..1406. Parker, p. 206. || Gervafe, p. 1413. § Fitz-Steph. p. 68, 69. - 
Hoveden, p. 520. + Hift. Quad. p. 164. Brompton, p..1062. Gervafe, p. 1408.. Epith 
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But the King attained not even that temporary tranquillity, which he had 
hoped to reap from this expedient. During the heat of his quarrel with Becker, 
while he was every day expecting an interdict to be laid on his kingdom, and 
even a fentence of excommunication to be denounced againft his perfon, he had 
thought it prudent to have his fon, prince Henry, affociated with him in the 
royalty, and to make him be crowned King, by the hands of Roger archbifhop 
of York*. By this precaution, he both enfured the fucceffion of that prince, 
which, confidering the many paft irregularities in that point, could not but be 
efteemed fomewhat precarious ; and he preferved at leaft his family on the throne, 
if the fentence of excommunication fhould have the effeét which he dreaded, and 
fhould make his fubjeéts renounce their allegiance to him+. Tho?’ this defign 
was conducted with the utmoft expedition and fecrefy, Becket, before it was car- 
ried into execution, had ‘got intelligence of it; and being defirous to obftruct all 
Henry’s meafures, as well as anxious to prevent this affront to himfelf, who pre- 
tended a fole right, as archbifhop of Canterbury, to officiate in the coronation, he 
had inhibited all the prelates in England from aflifting at this ceremony t, had pro- 
cured a mandate to the fame purpofe from the Pope}, and had incited the King of 
France to proteft acainft the coronation of young Henry, unlefs the princefs, daugh- 
ter of that monarch, fhould at the fame time receive the royal unction. There pre- 
vailed in that age an opinion, which was a-kin to its other fuperftitions, that the 
royal unction was effential to the exercife of royal power§; and it was therefore na- 
tural both for the King of France, careful of his daughter the princefs Marga- 
ret’s eftablifhment.|, and for Becket, jealous of his own dignity, to demand, in the 
treaty with Henry, fome fatisfaction in this eflential point *. Henry, after apolo- 
gizing to Lewis for the omiffion with regard to Margaret, and excufing it on ac- 
count of the fecrefy requifite for conducting that meafure, promifed that the cere- 
mony fhould be again renewed in the perfons both of the prince and princefs +: And 
he affured Becket, that befides receiving the acknowledgments of Roger and the 
other bifhops for the feeming affront put on the fee of Canterbury, he fhould, as a 
farther fatisfation, recover his rights by officiating in this coronation}. But the 
violent fpirit of Becket, elated by the power of the church, and by the victory 
which he had already obtained over his fovereign, was not content with his vo- 


_ luntary compenfation, but refolved to make the injury, which he pretended to 


have fuffered, a handle for taking revenge of all his enemies. On his arrival in 


* Hitt. Quad. p. 102, 103. _ Gervafe, p. 1408. + Fitz-Steph. p.65. Pere Daniel, vol. i, 
p. 1247. { Epift. St. Thom. p. 684, 686. | Hift. Quad, p. 103. Epift. St. Thom. 
p. 682. Gervafe, p. 1412. § Epift. St. Thom. p. 708. 4. Brompton, p. 106, 

* Gervafe, p. 1408. + Hoveden, p. 518. t Epift. St. Thom. p, 803, 810. 
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Chap. VIII. England, he met the archbifhop of York and the bifhops of London and Salif- 
Pip bury, who were on their journey to the King in Normandy ; and he notified to 
Becket’s re- the archbifhop the fentence of fufpenfion, and to the two bifhops that of excom- = 
turn from ba- munication, which, at his folicitation, the Pope had pronounced acainft them *. a 
“oregon Reginald de Warrenne, and Gervafe de Cornhill, two itinerant jufticiaries, who ‘ 
Wee making their circuit in Kent, aflkked him, on hearing of this bold attempr, 
whether he meant to bring fire and {word into the kingdom +? But the prima’e,, 
heedlefs of the reproof, proceeded, in the moft oftentatious manner, to take pof- 
feffion of his diocefe. In Rochefter, and all the towns thro’? which he paffed, he 
was received with the fhouts and acclamations of the people t. As he approach- 
ed Southwark, the clergy, the laity, men of all ranks and ages, came forth to 
meet him, and celebrated with hymns of joy his triumphant’entrance |]. And | : 
tho’ he was obliged, by orders of the young prince, who refided at Woodftoke, em 
to return to his diocefe, he found that he was not miftaken, when he laid his ac- 
count with the higheft veneration of the public towards his perfon and his dig- 
nity. He proceeded, therefore, with the more courage to launch his fpiritual 
thunders; and he iffued the fentence of excommunication againft Robert de Broc §,. 
and Nigel de Sackville, with many of the moft confiderable prelates and mini- 
fters, who had affifted at the coronation of the young prince, and had been ac- 
tive in the late perfecution of the exiled clergy. This violent meafure, by which 
he, in effect, denounced war again{t the King himfelf, is commonly afcribed to 
the vindictive difpofition and imperious charaéter of Becket ; but as this prelate 
was alfoa man of acknowledged abilities, we are not, in his paffions alone, to. 
look for the caufe of his conduct, when he proceeded to thefe extremities againf{t 
his enemies. His fagacity had led him to difcover all Henry’s intentions; and-he 
purpoted, by this bold and unexpected affault, to prevent the execution of them. 4 
Tue King, from his experience of the difpofitions of his people, was become ae 
fenfible, that his enterprize had been too bold, in eltablifhing the conftitutions t 
of Clarendon, in defining ‘all the branches of royal power, and in endeavouring 
to extort from the church of England, as well as from the Pope, an exprefs 
avowal of thefe difputed prerogatives. Confcious alfo of his own violence, in at- ‘ 
tempting to break or fubdue the inflexible primate, he was not difpleafed to undo: a 
; 
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that meafure, which had given his enemies fuch advantage again{t him; and he 


was contented, that:the controverfy fhould terminate in that ambiguous manner,, 


* M. Paris, p. 86. Chron. W. Heming. p. 497. -Diceto, p, 663. Brompton, p, 1062. © Ger- - 
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which was the utmoft that princes, in thofe ages, could hope to attain in their Chap. VIZ 


difputes with the fee of Rome. Tho’ he dropt, for the prefent, the profecution 
of Becket, he ftill referved to himfelf the right of maintaining, that the conftitu- 
tions of Clarendon, the original ground of the quarrel, were both the antient 
cuftoms and the prefent Jaw of the realm: And tho’ he knew, that the papad 
clergy afferted them to be impious in themfelves, as well as abrogated by the fen- 
tence of the fovereign pontiff, he propofed, in fpite of their clamours, fteadily to 
put thefe laws in.execution *, and totruft to his own ability, and to the courfe 
of events, for fuccefs in that perilous enterprize. He hoped, that Becket’s ex- 
perience of a fix years exile would, after his pride was fully gratified by his refto- 
ration, be fufficient to teach him more referve in his oppofition ; or if any contro- 
verfy arofe, he expeéted thenceforth to engage in a more favourable caule, and to 
maintain with advantage, while the primate was now in his power}, the an- 
tient and undoubted cuftoms of the kingdom againft the ufurpations of the cler- 
ey. But Becket, determined not to betray the ecclefiaftical privileges by his con- 
nivance t, and apprehenfive left a prince of fuch profound policy, if allowed to 
proceed in his own way, would probably in the end prevail, refolved to take all 
the advantage which his prefent victory gave him, and to difconcert the cau- 
tious meafures of the King, by the vehemence and rigour of his own conduct jj. 
Affured of fupport from Rome, he was little apprehenfive of dangers, which his 
courage taught him to defpife, and which, even if attended with the motft fatal 
confequences, would ferve only to gratify his ambition and thirft of glory §. 
Wuew the fufpended and excommunicated prelates arrived at Baieux, where 
the King then refided, and complained to him of the violent proceedings of Bec- 
ket |, he inftantly perceived the confequences; was fenfible, that his whole plan 
of operation was overthrown; forefaw, that the dangerous conteft between the 


civil and fpiritual powers, a conteft which he himfelf had firft rouzed, but which. 


he had endeavoured by all his late negotiations and conceflions, to appeafe, muft 
come to an immediate and decifive iffue; and he was thence thrown into the mott 
violent commotion *, The archbifhop of York remarked to him, that, fo long 
as Becket lived, he could never expect to enjoy peace or tranquillity-+; and the 
King himfelf, being vehemently agitated, burit forth into an exclamation againft 
his fervants, whofe want of zeal, he faid, had fo long left him expofed to the 
enterprizes of that ungrateful and imperious prelatey. Four gentlemen of his 


* Epift. St. Thom. p. $37, 839- + Fitz-Steph. p. 65. f Epift. St. Thom. p. 345. 
|| Fitz-Steph. p.74. § Epift. St. Thom. p. 818, 848. 4 Hitt, Quad. p. 115.. 
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Chap. VHL houfeliold, Reginald Fitz Urfe, William de Traci, Hugh de Moreville, and 
L470." Richard Brito, taking thefe paffionate expreffions to be a hint for Becket’s death, 
immediately communicated their thoughts to each other; and {wearing to avenge 

their prince’s quarrel, fecretly withdrew from court *. Some menacing expref- | : : 

fions, which they had dropt, gave a fufpicion of their defign; and the King | ’ 

; 

Z 
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difpatched a meflenger after them, charging them to attempt nothing againft the 
perfon of the primate: But thefe orders arrived too late to prevent their fatal 
purpofe. The four affaffins, tho’ they took different roads to England, arrived 


nearly about the fame time at Saltwoode near Canterbury; and being there - : 
joined by fome affiftants, they proceeded in great halte to the archi-epifcopal pa- a 
lace ||. ‘They found the primate, who trufted entirely to the facrednefs of his : 
character, very flenderly attended; and tho’ they threw out many menaces and _ ‘ 


reproaches again{t him §, he was fo incapable of fear, that, without ufing any 

precautions again{t their violence, he immediately went to St. Benedié’s church, 

zoth Decem. to hear vefpers. ‘They followed him thither, attacked him before the altar, and 

Morderof having cloven his head with many blows, retired without meeting any oppofi- 

i tion. This was the tragical end of Thomas a Becket, a prelate of the moft 

; lofty, intrepid, and inflexible fpirit, who was able to cover, to the world and 

probably to himfelf, the enterprizes of pride and ambition, under the difguife of 

: | fanctity and of zeal for the interefts of piety and religion: An extraordinary per- 
fonage, furely, had he been allowed to remain in his fir{t ftation, and had dire@- 

iz . ed the vehemence of his character to the fupport of law and juftice; inftead of il 

iq being engaged, by the prejudices of the times, to facrifice al] private duties and 

public connexions to ties, which he imagined, or reprefented, as fuperior.to every 

civil and political confideration. But no man, who enters into the genius of that | 

age, can reafonably doubt of this prelate’s fincerity. The fpirit of fuperftition ; 

was fo prevalent, that. it infallibly caught every carelefs reafoner, much more 

every one whofe intereft, and honour, and ambition, were engaged to fupport it. ~ 

All the wretched literature of the times was inlifted on that fide: Some faint ae 

glimmerings of common fenfe might fometimes pierce thro’ the thick cloud of sh 
ignorance, or what was worfe, the illufions of perverted fcience, which had blot- 
ted out the fun, and envelloped the face of nature: But thofe who preferved 
themfelves untainted from the general contagion, proceeded on-no principles 

which they could pretend to juftify : They were beholden more to their total. 
want of inftruction, than to their knowledge, if they ftill retained fome hare of 
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underftanding : Folly was poffeffed of all the fchools as well as all the churches ; Chap. VIIT: 


and her votaries aflumed the garb of philofophers together with the enfigns of 
fpiritual dignities. Throughout that large collection of letters, which bears the 
name of St. Thomas, we find, in all the retainers of that afpiring prelate, no lefs 
than in himfelf, a moft entire and abfolute conviction of the reafon and piety of 
their own party, and a. difdain of their antagonifts; nor is there lefs cant and 
grimace in their ftile, when they addrefs each other, than when they compofe 


manifeftos for the perufal of the public. The fpirit of revenge, violence, and: 


ambition, which accompanied their conduct, inftead of forming a prefumption 
of hypocrify, are the fureft pledges of their fincere attachment to a caufe, which 
fo much flattered thefe domineering paffions. 


Henry, on the firft report of Becket’s violent meafures, had propofed to 
have him arrefted, and had already taken fome fteps towards the execution of 
that defign :. But the intelligence of his murder threw that prince into the utmoft 
confternation, and he was immediately fenfible of the dangerous confequences, 
which he had reafon to apprehend from fo unexpected an event. An archbifhop 
of reputed fanctity, affaffinated before the altar, in the exercife of his function, 
and on account of his zeal in maintaining ecclefiaftical privileges, muft attain 


the higheft honours of martyrdom; while his murderer would be ranked among: 


the moft bloody tyrants, that ever were expofed ta the hatred and deteftation of 
mankind. Interdiéts and excommunications, weapons in themfelves fo terrible, 
would, he forefaw, be armed with double force ;. when employed in a caufe fo 
much calculated to work on the human paffions, and fo peculiarly adopted to the 
eloquence of popular preachers and declaimers. In vain would he plead his own 
innocence, and even his total ignorance of the fact: He was fufficiently guilty, if 
the church thought proper to efteem him fo: And his concurrence in Becket’s 
martyrdom, becoming a religious opinion, would be received with all the im- 
plicit credit, which belonged to the moft eftablifhed articles of faith. Thefe con- 
fiderations gave the King the moft unaffected concern ; and as it. was extremely 


his intereft to clear himfelf of all fufpicion, he took no. care to conceal the depth: 


of his affliction *, He fhut himfelf up from the light of day and from all com- 
merce with his fervants:. He even refufed during three days all food and fufte- 
nance +: The courtiers, apprehending dangerous. effects from his defpair, were, 
at laft obliged to break in upon his folitude; and they employed every topic of 
confolation, induced him to accept of nourifhment, and occupied his leifure in 


* Ypod. Neuftr..p. 447.. M, Paris, ps 87; Diceto, p. 556. Gervafe, p. 1419. 
f Hift. Quad. p. 143. 
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taking precautions againft the confequences, which he fo juftly apprehended from 
” e ~ 
the murder of the primate. 


Tue point of chief importance to Henry was to convince the Pope of his 
innocence ; or rather to perfuade him, that he would reap greater advantages 
from the fubmiffions of England than from. proceeding to extremities againit that 
kingdom. The archbifhop of Roiien, the bifhops of Worcefter and Evreux, 
with five others of lefs quality, were immediately difpatched to Rome*, and 
orders were given them to perform their journey with the utmoft expedition. 
‘Tho’ the name and authority of the court of Rome were fo terrible in the remote 
countries of Europe, which were funk in profound ignorance, and were entirely un- 
acquainted with its character and conduct ; the Pope was fo little revered at home, 
that his inveterate enemies furrounded the gates of Rome itfelf, and even con- 
trouled his government in that city ; and the ambafiadors, who, from a diftant 
extremity of Europe, carried to him the humble, or rather abje¢t fubmiffions 
of the greateft potentate of the age, found the utmoft difficulty to make their 
way to him, and to throw themfelves at his feet. It was at laft agreed, that 
Richard Barre, one of their number, fhould leave the reft behind, and run 
all the hazards of the paffige+, in order to prevent the fatal confequences 
which might enfue from any delay, in giving fatisfaétion to his Holinefs, He 
found on his arrival, that Alexander was already wrought up to the ereatett 
rage againft the King, that Becket’s partizans were daily ftimulating him to 
revenge, that the King of France had exhorted him to fulminate the mott 
dreadful fentence againft England t, and that the very mention of Henry’s 
name before the facred college was received with every expreffion of horror 
and execration |. The Thurfday before Eafter was now approaching, when it 
is-cuftomary for the Pope to denounce annual curfes again{t all his enemies ; 
and it was expected, that Henry fhould, with all the preparations peculiar to 
the difcharge of thit facred artillery, be folemnly comprehended in the num- 
ber §. But Barre found means to appeafe the pontiff, and to deter him from 
@ meafure, which, if it failed of fuccefs, could not afterwards be eafily recalled: 
The anathemas were only levelled in general againft all the actors, accomplices, 
and abettors of Becket’s murder |; and the abbot of Valaffe, and the archdeacons 
of Salifbury and Lifieux, with others of Henry’s minifters, who foon after ar- 


J 


rived, befides maintaining their prince’s innocence, made oath before the whole 


* Hoveden, p. 526. M., Paris, p. 87. Tt Hoveden, p, 526. Epift. St. Thom. p. 863, 

t Hoveden, p. ¢23. Spel. Concel. vol. ii. p. 89. Brompton, p. 1065. Epift. St. Thom, 

p. 855. Benediftus Abbas, p. ‘3. | Hoveden, p. 626. Neubr. 402, Epift. St. Thom. p, 864. 
§ Hovedia, p. 527. Diceto, p. 556. Epift. St. Thom. p. 864. + Gervale, p. 1419. 
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confiftory, that he would ftand to.the Pope’s judgment in the affair, and. make Chap. VII. 


every fubmiffion, that fhould be required of him*. The terrible blow was thus 
artfully eluded; the cardinals Albert and Theodin were appointed legates to ex- 
amine the caufe, and were ordered to proceed to Normandy for that purpofe +; 
and tho’ Henry’s foreign dominions were already laid under an interdiét by the 
archbifhop of Sens, Becket? s great partizan {, and the Pope’s legate in France, 
the expectation, that the monarch would eafily exculpate himfelf from any con- 
currence’in the guilr, kept every one in fufpence, and prevented all the bad con- 
fequences, which might be dreaced from that fentence. 

Tue clergy, mean while, tho’ their rage was happily diverted from falling 
on the King, were not idle in magnifying the fanctity of Becket; in extolling 
the merits of his martyrdom; and in. magnifying him ,above.all that devoted 
tribe, who, in feveral ages, had, by their blood, cemented the fabric of the 
temple. Other faints had only borne teftimony in their fufferings to the general 
doétrines of Chriftianity ; but Becket had facrificed his life to the power onl pri- 
vileges of the clergy and this peculiar merit challenged, and not in vain, a 
fiirable acknowledgement to his memory. Endlefs. were thespanegyrics on his 
virtues; and the miracles, operated by his relicts, were more numerous, more 
nonfenfical, and more impudently attefted, than thofe which ever filled the le- 
gend of any confeffor or martyr. Two years after his death he was canonized by 
Pope Alexander ||; a folemn jubilee was eftablifhed for celebrating his merits; 
his body was removed to a magnificent fhrine, enriched with prefents from all 
parts of Chriftendom ; pilgrimages were performed to obtain his interceffion with 
heaven; andit. was computed, that, 1a one year, above an hundred thoufand 
pilgrims arrived in Canterbury, and:paid their devotions at his tomb. It is in- 
deed a mortifying reflection to thofe who are actuated by the love of fame, fo juftly 
denominated the laft infirmity of noble minds, that the wifeit legiflator and moft 
exalted genius, that ever reformed or. enlightened the world, can never expect 
fuch tributes of praife, as are lavifhed on the memory of.a pretended faint, whofe 
whole conduct was probably, to the laft degree, odious or contemptible, and whofe 
induftry was chiefly directed to the purfuits of objeéts pernicious to mankind. It is 
only a conqueror, a perfonage no lefs intitled to our hatred, who can pretend to 
the attainment of equal renown and glory. 

Ir may not be amifs to remark, before we conclude this fubject of Thomas 
a Becket, that the King, during his controverfy with that prelate, was on every 

* Diceto, p:g57. Gervafe, p. 1419. Epift. St. Thom. p. 865, 867. 

t Hoveden, p. 526. ~Neubr. p. 402. Gervafe, p. 141g Hilt. Quad. p. 147. 
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occafion more anxious than ufual to exprefs his zeal for religion, and to avoid 
all appearance of a profane negligence on that head. _ He gave his confent to the 
impofing a tax on all his dominions for the delivery of the holy land, now 
threatened by the famous Saladine; and this tax amounted to two-pence a pound 
for one year, and a penny a pound for the four fubfequent*. Almoft all the 
princes of Europe laid a like impofition on their fubjeéts, which received the 
name of Saladine’s tax. During this period, there came over from Germany 


about thirty heretics of both fexes, under the direction of one Gerard; fimple 


ignorant people, who could give no account of their faith, but declared them- 
felves ready to fuffer for the tenets of their mafter. They made only one con- 
vert in England, a woman as ignorant as themfelves; yet they gave fuch um- 


brage to the clergy, that they were delivered over to the fecular arm, and were. 


punifhed by being burned on the forehead, and then whipped thro’ the ftreets. 
They feemed to exult in their fufferings, and as they went along, fung the bea- 
titude, Bleffed are ye, when men hate you and perfecute yout. After they were whip- 
ped, they were throft out almoft naked in the midft of winter, and perifhed thro’ 
cold and hungef; no one daring, or being willing, to give them the leaft relief. 
We are ignorant of the particular principles of thefe people: For it would be 
imprudent to rely on the reprefentations left of them by the clergy, who affirm, 
that they denied the efficacy of the facraments, and the unity of the church. Ie 
is probable, that their departure from the ftandard of orthodoxy was ftill more 
fubtile and minute. They feem to have been the firft that ever fuffered for herefy 
in England. | 

As foon as Henry found, that he was in no immediate danger from the thun- 
ders of the vatican, he undertook an expedition againft Ireland ; a defign, which 
he had long projected, and by which he hoped to recover his credit, fomewhat 
impaired in his Jate tranfactions with the hierarchy: 


* Chron. Gervafe, p. 1399. M. Paris, p. 74. 
+ Neubr. p. 391. M. Paris, p. 74. Heming. p. 494, 
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A Britain was firft peopled from Gaul, fo was Ireland probably from Britain ; “Chap. IX. 
and the inhabitants of all thefe countries feem to have been fo many tribes. “*/*" 
of the Celtze, who derive their origin from an antiquity, that lies far beyond the — — 
records of any hiftory or tradition, The Irith, from the beginning of time, had 

been buried in the moft profound barbarifm and ignorance; and as they were 

never conquered or even invaded by the Romans, from whom all the weftern 

world derived its civility, they continued ftilf in the moft rude {tate ‘of fociety, 

and were diftinguifhed only by thofe vices, to which human nature, not tamed 

by education nor reftrained by laws, is for ever fubjeét. The {mall principalities, 

into which they were divided, exercifed perpetual rapine and violence againft 

each other; the uncertain fucceffion of their princes was a continued fource of 
domeftic convulfions ; the ufual title of each petty fovereign was the murder of 

his predeceffor ; courage and force, tho’ exercifed in the commiffion of crimes, 

were more honoured than any pacific virtues 5 and the moft fimple arts of life, 

even tillage and agriculture, were almoft. wholly unknown among them. They. 

had felt the invafions of the Danes and the other northern people; but thefe in- 

roads, which had fpread barbarifm in the other parts of Europe, tended rather to 
improve the Irifh; and the only towns, which were to be found in the ifland, 

had been planted along the coaft by the free-booters of Norway and Denmark. 

The other inhabitants exercifed pafturage in the open country ; fought protec- 

tion from any danger in their forefts and morafies; and being divided by the 
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fierceft animofities againft each other, were ftill more intent on the means of 
mutual injury, than on the expedients for common or even for private intereft. 


, 
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Brsipes many fmall tribes, there were in the age of Henry II. five principal i 

: : : : ‘ * ws 
fovereignties in the ifland, Munfter, Leinfter, Meath, Ulfter, and Connaught ; : 


and as it had been ufual for one or the other of thefe to take the lead in their 
wars, there was commonly fome prince, who feemed, for'the time, to aét as 
monarch of Ireland. Roderic O Connor, King of Connaught, was then ad- i 
vanced to this dignity *; but his government, ill obeyed even within his own 
territory, was not capable of uniting the people in any meafures, either for 
the eftablifhment of order, or for defence again{t foreigners. The ambition 
of Henry had, very early in his reign, been moved, by the prof{pect of thefe * 
advantages, to attempt the fubjection of Ireland ; anda pretence was only wanting ; 
to invade a people, who, being always confined to their own ifland, had never 


ie 
———— 


~y 


given any reafon of complaint to any of their neighbours. For’ this purpofe, a 
he had recourle to Rome, which afflumed a right to difpofe of kingdoms and | ; 


empires; and not forefeeing the dangerous difputes, which he was one day to 
maintain with that fee, he helped, for prefent, or rather for an imaginary conve- 
nience, to give fanction to claims which were now become dangerous to.all fovye- “% 
reigns. Adrian HI. who was then pontiff, was by birth an Englifhman ; and 
being, on that account, difpofed to oblige Henry, he was eafily perfuaded to a@ 


as mafter of the world, and to make, without any hazard or expence, ‘the acqui. a 
fition of ‘a great ifland to his {piritual jurifdiction. The Irith had, by precedent 3 
miffions from the Britains, been imperfectly converted to Chriftianity ; and, what ie 


the Pope regarded as the fureft mark of their imperfe& converfion, they followed 
the doctrines of their firft teachers, and had never acknowledged any fubje@ion 
to the fee of Rome. Adrian, therefore, in the year 1 156, tilued a bull in favour 
of tlenry ; in which, after premifing, that that prince had ever fhewn an anxious 
care to enlarge the church of God on earth, and to encreafe the number of his 
faints and elect in heaven; he reprefents his defien of fubduing Ireland as derived 
from the fame pious motives: He confiders his care of applying previoufly for the 
apoftolic fanction as a fre earneft of fuccefs and victory ; and having eftablithed 
‘ it as a point inconteftible, that all Chriftian kingdoms belong to the patrimony 
of St. Peter, he acknowledges it to be his own duty to fow amone them the feeds 
of the gofpel, which might in the laft day fructify to their eternal falvation : He 
exhorts the King to invade Ireland, in order to extirpate the vice and wicked 
of the natives, and oblige them to pay yearly, from every houfe, a penny to the 
ice of Rome: He gives him entire right and authority over the ifland, com- 
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mands all the inhabitants to obey him as their fovereign, and invefts with full 


+ 
; 


power all fuch godly inftruments as he fhould think proper to,employ. in an enter- 
prize, thus calculated for the glory. of God and the falvation of the fouls of men *. 
Henry, tho’ armed with this authority, did not immediately put his defign in exe- 
cution; but being detained by more interefting bufinefs on the continent, waited 
for a favourable opportunity of invading Ireland. 

Dermotr Macmorrogh, King of Leinfter, had, by his licentious tyranny, ren- 
dered himfelf extremely odious to his fubjects, who feized with alacrity, the firft 
occafion that. offered, of throwing off the yoke, which was become crievous and 
oppreffive to them. This prince had formed; a defign on Omach, wife of Ororic, 
King of Meath ; and taking advantage of her hufband’s abfence, who, being 
obliged to vifit a diftant part of his dominions, had left his Queen fecure, as he 
thought, in an ‘land, furrounded by a bog, he fuddenly invaded the place, and 
carried off the princes 7. This exploit, tho’ ufual among the Irifh, and rather 
efteemed a proof of gallantry and fpirit ¥, provoked the refentment of the huf- 
band; who, having collected forces, and. being ftrengthened by the alliance of 
Roderic, King of Connaught, invaded the dominions of Dermot, and expelled 
him from his kingdom. The exiled prince had recourfe to Henry, who was at 
that time in Guienne, craved his affiftance to reftore him to his fovereignty, and 
offered, in that cafe, to hold his kingdom in vaflalage of the crown of England. 
Henry, whofe views, were already turned towards making acquifitions in Ireland, 
readily accepted. the offer; but being at that time embaraffed by the rebellions of 
his French fubjects, as well as by his difputes with the fee of Rome, he declined 
for the prefent embarking in the enterprize, and gave Dermot no farther af- 
fittance than letters patent, by which he empowered all his fubjects to aid the 
Irifh prince in the recovery of his dominions ||. Dermot, fupported by this au- 
thority, came to Briftol ; and-after endeavouring, tho’ for fome time in vain, to 
engage adventurers in the enterprize, he at jaft formed a treaty with Richard, fir- 
named Strongbow, earl of Strigul. ‘This nobleman, who was of the illuftrious 
houfe of Clare, had impaired his eftate by expenfive pleafures; and being 
ready for any defperate undertaking, — he promifed aMfiftance to Dermot, on 
condition of his efpoufing Eva, the daughter of that prince, and being declared 
heir of all his dominions §. While Richard was affembling his fuccours, Der- 
mot went. into Wales; and. meeting with Robert Fitz-Stephens, conftable of 
Abertivie, and Maurice Fitz-Gerald, he alfo engaged them in his fervicé, and 
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Chap. IX., Obtained their promife of invading Ireland: Being now affured of affiftance, he 
‘172. }-returned privately to his own ftate; and lurking in the monaftery of Fernes, which 
he had founded, (for this rufian was alfoa founder of monafteries) he prepared 

every thing for the reception of his Englifh allies *, . 
Conqueft of Tae troops of Fitz-Stephens were firft ready. That gentleman landed in Ire- 
that iland, Jand with an hundred and thirty knights, fixty efquires, and three hundred arch- 
ers; but this fmall body, being brave men, not unacquainted with difcipline, and 
compleatly armed, a thing almoft unknown in Ireland, they ftruck a great terror 
into the barbarous inhabitants, and feemed to menace them with fome oreat 
revolution. The conjunction of Maurice de Prendergaft, who, about the fase 
time, brought over ten knights and fixty archers, enabled Fitz-Stephens to at- 
tempt the fiege’ of Wexford, a town inhabited by the Danes-; and after @aining 
a battle, he made himfelf mafter of the place+. Soon after, Fitz-Gerald sriived 
with ten knights, thirty efquires, and a hundred archerst¢; and being joined by 
the former adventurers, compofed a force which nothing in Ireland was able to 
withftand. Roderic, the chief monarch of the ifland, was- defeated in battle ; 
the prince of Offory was obliged to fubmit, and give hoftages for his peaceable 
behaviour; and Dermot, not content with being reftored to his kingdom of 


Leinfter, projeéted the dethronement of Roderic, and af pired to the fole dominion 
of the ifland. oe, 


In profecution of thefe views, he fent over a mefienger to the earl of Strigul 
challenging the performance of his promife, and difplaying the mighty ado citesen 
which might now be reaped by a fmall reinforcement of warlike troops from 
England. Richard, not fatisfied with the general allowance given by Henry to 
all his fubjects, went to that prince, then in Normandy ; and havino sbewieea a 
cold or ambiguous permiflion, prepared himfelf for the execution of his defiens 
‘He firft fent over Raymond, one of his retinue, with ten knights and ethic 
archers, who landing near Waterford, defeated a body of three thoufand Irifh, 
that had ventured to attack him |; and as Richard himfelf, who broucht wiles ; 
two hundred,horfe, and an hundred archers, joined, in a few days after otis is 
i Englith, they made themfelves mafters of Waterford, and oremeadial a 
aon, vicina teen he aciege cine 

a Syioee ; and Richard: mar- 
rying Eva, became foon after, by the death of Dermot, matter of t 
of Leinfler, and prepared to extend his dominion over al] Ire] 
and the other Irith princes, were alarmed with the danger ; 





he kingdom 
and. Roderic, 
and combining toge- 
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ther, befieged Dublin with an army of thirty thoufand men: But earl Richard 
making a fudden fally at the head of ninety knights, with their followers, it 
this numerous army to rout, chaced them from the field of battle, and purfued 
them with great flaughter. Nothing in Ireland now dared to oppofe themfelves to 
the Englifh *. 

Henry, jealous of the progrefs of his own fubjeéts, fent orders to recall all 
the Englifh, and he made preparations to attack Ireland in perfon +: But R1- 
chard,, and the other adventurers, found.means to appeafe him, by making him 
the moft humble fubmiffions, and offering to hold all their acquifitions in vaffalage 
to his crown. That monarch landed in Ireland at the héad of five hundred 
knights, befides other foldiers; and found the Irifh fo difpirited by their late 
misfortunes, that, in a progrefs which he made thro’ the ifland, he had no other 
occupation than to receive the homages of his new fubjects |. He left moft of 
the Irith. chieftains or princes in poffeffion of their antient territories ; beftowed 
fome lands on the Englifh adventurers; gave earl Richard the commiffion of 
fenefchal of. Ireland ; and after a ftay of a few months, returned in triumph into 
England. By thefe trivial exploits, fearce worth relating, except for the impor- 
tance of the confequences, was Ireland fubdued, and annexed for ever to the Eng- 


lifh crown, 

Tur low ftate of commerce and induftry, during thofe ages, made it imprac~ 
ticable for princes to fupport regular armies, which might retain the conquered 
countries in fubjection ; and the extreme barbarifm and poverty of Ireland could 
fill lefs afford means of bearing this expence. The only expedient by which a 
durable conqueft could then be made or maintained, was by pouring.in a multi- 
rude of new inhabitants, dividing among them the lands of the vanquifhed, efta- 
blifhing them in all offices of truft-and authority, and thereby. transforming the 
antient inhabitants. into a new people. By this policy, the northern invaders of 
old, and. of late the duke. of Normandy, had been able to fix their dominion, 
and to ereét kingdoms;. which remained ftable. on their foundations, and were 
tranfmitted to the pofterity of the firft conquerors. But the prefent ftate of Ire- 
land-rendered that ifland fo little inviting to the. Englifh, that only a few of. def- 
ould be. perfuaded, from time to time, to tranfport themfelves 
into it § ; and inftead of reclaiming the natives from their uncultivated manners, 
they were gradually affimilated to the antient inhabitants, and degenerated from 
the cuftoms of their own nation. It was alfo found requifite to beftow great mi- 
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litary and arbitrary powers on the leaders, who commanded a handful of med 
amidft fuch hoftile multitudes; and law and equity, in a little time, ‘became as 
much unknown in the Englith fettlements as they had ever been among the Irith 
tribes. Palatinates were erected in favour of the new-adventurers ; independant 
authority conferred ; the natives, never fully fubdued, ftill retained their animo- 
fities againft the conquerors: heir hatred was retaliated by like injuries ; and 
from thefe caufes, the Irifh, during the courfe of four centuries, remained ftill 
lavage and untractable; and it was not till the latter end of Elizabeth’s reign, 
that the ifland was fully fubdued ; nor till that of her fucceffor, that it gave hopes 
of becoming a ufeful conqueft to the Englith nation. - 


Besipes that the eafy and peaceable fubmiffion of the Irith left Henry ‘no far- 
ther occupation in that ifland, he was recalled from it by another incident, which 
was of*the laft importance to his interefts and fafety. The two legates, Albert 
and’ Theodin, to whom was committed the trial of ‘his conduét in the death 6f 
archbifhop Becket, were arrived in Normandy and being impatient of delay, 
fent him. frequent letters, full of menaces, if he protraéted any longer the ma- 
king his appearance ‘before them *. He haftened therefore to Normandy, and 
had a conference with them at Savigny, where their firft demands were ‘fo exor- 
bitant, that he broke of the negotiation, threatened to return to Ireland, and 
bade them do their worft againft him. They ’perceived, that the feafon was how 
paft for taking advantage of that tragical incident; which, had it been hotly 
purfued by interdicts and excommunications, was capable of throwing the whole 
kingdom into cumbuftion, But the time, which Henry had happily gained, had 
contributed to appeafe the minds of mens«The event could not-now have the 
fame influence, as when it was recent; and as the clergy had every day looked 
for an accommodation with the King, they had not oppoied the pretenfions of 
his partizans, who had been very induftrious in reprefenting to the people his 
entire innocence in the murder of the primate, and his ignorance of the defiens 
formed by the affaffins. The legates, therefore, found themfelves obliged. 


: «CO 

lower their terms ; and Henry was fo fortunate as to conclude an accommodation 
‘ 7 ° - 

with them. He declared tipon oath, before the reliques of the faints, that fo 


far from commanding or defiring the death of the archbifhop, he was extremely 
grieved when he received intelligence of it: Butas the paffion which he had ex 

refed on a I at prelate’s iDly gi : 
p : n account of that prelate’s conduct, had probably given occafion to his 
murder, he ftipulated the following conditions, as an atonement for the offence 

i Ps ot 1 . : 
Fle promifed, that he fhould pardon all fuch as had been banifhed for their adhe- 


rence to Becket, and fhould reftore them to their livings ; that the fee of Canter. 


* Girald Camb, p. 778. 
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bury fhould be reinftated in all its antient poffeffions ; that he fhould pay the tem- hap, IX. 
plars a fum of money fufficient for the fubfiftance of two hundred knights during =1'77» 
a year in the holy land ; that he fhould himfelf take the crofs at the Chriftmas The King’s 
following, and, if the Pope infifted on it, ferve three years againft the infidels, ere 
either in Spain or in Paleftine ; that he fhould not infift on the obfervance of fuch court of 
cuftoms, derogatory to ecclefiaftical privileges, as had been introduced in his own Rome= 
time; and that he fhould not ftop appeals to the Pope in ecclefiaftical caules, but 
fhould content himfelf with exacting fufficient fecurity of the clergy, who left his 
dominions to profecute an appeal, that they fhould attempt nothing againft the 
rights of his crown*. Upon figning thefe conceffions, Henry received abfolu- 
tion from the legates ; was confirmed in the grant made by Pope Adrian of Ire- 
land +; and nothing proves more ftrongly the great abilities of this monarch, than 
his extricating himfelf, on fuch eafy terms, from fo difficult a fituation. He had 
always infifted, that the laws, eftablifhed at Clarendon, contained not any new 
claims, but the antient cuftoms of the kingdom; and he was ftill at liberty, not- 
withftanding the articles of this agreement, to maintain his pretenfions. Appeals 
to the Pope were indeed permitted by this treaty ; but as the King was alfo per- 
mitted to exact reafonable fecurities from the parties, and might ftretch his de- 
mands on this head as far as he pleaftd, he had it virtually in his power to pre- 
vent the Pope from reaping any advantage by this feeming conceflion. Andon 
the whole, the conftitutions of Clarendon remained ftill the law of the realm ; 
tho’ che Pope and his legates feem {fo little to have conceived the King’s power to 
lie under any legal limitations, that they were fatisfied with his departing, by 
treaty, from one of the moft momentous articles of thefe conftitutions, without 
requiring any repeal by the ftates of the kingdom. , 

Henry, freed from this dangerous controverfy with the ecclefiaftics and with 
the fee of Rome, feemed now to have reached the pinnacle of human grandeur 
and felicity, and to be equally happy in his domeftic fituation and in his political 
government. A numerous progeny of fons and daughters gave both luftre and 
authority to his crown, prevented the dangers of a difputed fucceffion, and re- 
preffed all pretenfions of the ambitious barons. The King’s precaution alfo, in 
-eftablifhing the feveral branches of his family, feemed well calculated to prevent 
all jealoufies among the brothers, and to perpetuate the greatnefs of his family. 
He had ordered Henry, his eldeft fon, to be anointed King, and had deftined 
him to be his fucceffor in the kingdom of England, the dutchy of Normandy, 


* M. Paris, p. 88 Benedi&. Abb. p, 34. Hoveden, p. 529. Diceto, p. 560. Chron. Gerv. 
p. 1422. + Brompton, p.1071. Liber Nig. Scac. p. 47. 
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and the counties of Anjou, Maine, and Touraine ; territories which lay conti- 
guous, and which, by that means, might eafily lend to each other mutual affif- 
tance, both againft inteftine commotions and foreign invafions. Richard, his 
fecond fon, was invefted in the dutchy of Guienne and county of Poiétou ; Geof- 
frey, his third fon, inherited, in right of his wife, the dutchy of Brittany ; and 
his new. conqueft of Ireland was deftined for the appanage of John, his fourth 
fon. He had alfo negotiated, in favour of this laft prince, a marriage with Ade- 
lais, the only daughter of Humbert, count of Savoy and Maurienne;“and was 
to receive as her dowry very confiderable demeines in Piedmont, Savoy, Breffe, 
and Dauphiny *. But this exaltation of his family excited the jealoufy and envy 
of all his neighbours, who made thofe very fons, whofe fortunes he had fo an- 
xioufly eftablifhed, the means of imbittering his future life and difturbing his 
government. | 

Younc Henry, who was rifing to man’s eftate, began to difplay his charac- 
ter, and afpire to independance: Brave, ambitious, liberal, magnificent, affable; 
he difcovered qualities, which give great luftre to youth; prognofticate a fhining 
fortune; but, unlefs tempered in mature age with difcretion, are the forerunners 
of the greateft calamities +. It is faid, that at the time when this prince was 
anointed King, his father, in order to give greater dignity to the ceremony, of- 
ficiated at table as one of the retinue ; and obferved to his fon, that never King 
was more royally ferved. L¢ 1s nothing extraordinary, faid young Henry to one of 
his courtiers, zf the fou of acount fhould ferve the fon of a King. This faying, 
which might pafs only for an innocent pleafantry, or even for an oblique compli- 
ment to his father, was however regarded as a fymptom of his afpiring temper ; 
and his conduct foon after juftified the conjecture. 


Fiznry, agreeable to the promife which he had given both to the Pope and 
the French King, permitted his fon to be crowned anew by-the hands of the 
archbifhop of Rowen, ahd affociated the princefs Margaret, fpoufe to young 
Henry, in this ceremony {. He afterwards allowed him to pay a vifit to his 
father-in-law at Paris, who took the opportunity of infpiring into the young 
prince thofe ambitious fentiments, to which he was naturally but too much in- 
clined§. ‘Tho’ it had been the conftant practice of France, ever fince the accef. 


young Henry fion of the Capetian line, to crown the fon during the lifetime of the father, 


and his bro 


thers, 


without conferring on him any prefent participation of royalty ; Lewis perfuaded 


* Ypod Neuft. p. 448. Bened. Abb. p. 38. Hoveden, P- 532. Diceto, p- 561. Brompton, 


Pp» 1082. Rymer, vol. 1. p. 33. + Chron. Gerv, p. 1463. t Hoveden, p. 529. 
Diceto, p- 560. Brompton, p. 1080. Chron. Gerv. p- 1421. ‘Trivet, p. 58. , 
§ Gerald Cambr, p. 782. 
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his fon-in-law, that by this ceremony, which in thofe ages was deemed fo mo- Chap. IX 
mentous, he had ‘acquired a title to fovereignty, and that the King could not, 7'73 
without injuftice, exclude him from immediate pofieffion of the whole, or at leaft 
a part of his dominions. In cconfequence of thele extravagant ideas, young 
Henry, on his return, defired the King to refign to him either the crown of Eng- 
land or the dutchy of Normandy *; difcovered great difcontent on the refufal 
fpoke in the moft undutiful terms of his father ; and foon after, according to 
concert, ‘made \his efcape to Paris, where’he was protected and fupported by the 
French monarch +. 

Wurtte Henry was alarmed with this event, and had the profpect of dangerous 
intrigues, or even of a war, which, whether fuccefsful or not, muft.be extremely 
calamitous and difagreeable to‘him, he received intelligence of new misfortunes, 
which mutt have affected’ him in the moft fenfible part, Queen Eleanor, who had 
difeutted her firft hufband by her gallantries, was no <lefs offenfive to her fecond, 
by her jealoufy ; and after this manner, carried toextremity, ‘in the different parts 
of her life, every circumftance of female weaknefs. She communicated) her. dil- 
contents againft Henry to her two younger fons, Geoffrey and Richard); perfuaded 
them that they were alfo entitled to prefent poffeffion of the territories.afligned to 
them ; engaged them to fly fecretly to the court of France {, and was meditating, 
herfelf, an efcape to the fame court, and had even put on man’s apparel for that 
purpofe; when fhe was feized by orders from her hufband, and was thrown into 
confinement’. Thus, Europe faw with aftonifhment the beft and moft indulgent 
of ‘parents at -war with his whole family; three boys, {carce arrived at the age of 
‘puberty, ‘require-a great’monarch, in the full vigour of his age and height of his 
reputation, to dethrone -himfelf in their favour; and feveral princes not afhamed 
to fupport them in thefe unnatural and abfurd pretenfions. 





Henry, reduced to this perilous and difagreeable fituation, had recourfe to 
the court of Rome; and tho’ fenfible of the danger attending the interpofition of 
ectlefiaftical authority in ‘temporal difputes, applied to the Pope, as his fuperior 
lord, to excommunicate his énemies, and by thefe cenfures to reduce to obedience 
his undutiful children, whom he found fuch a reluctance to punifh by the fword 
of the magiftrate §. . Alexander, well pleafed to exert his power in fo plaufible a 


* Bened. Abb. p.37.. Hoveden, p. 531. Brompton, p. 1083. Chron. Gervafe, p. 1424. 

+ Hoveden, p..533. Diceto, p..561.. Brompton, ‘p. 1083- .Heming. p. 499. 

t Bened. Abb. p. 48. . Brompton, p. 1033. Neubrig. p..404. || Chron. Gerv. p. 1424+ 

§ Epift, Petri Blef. epift. 136. in Biblioth. Patr. tom xxiv. p. 1048. His words are, Vefira jurif~ 
dictionis eft regnum Anglia, et quantum ad feudatarii juris obligationem, vobis duntaxat obnoxius teneor. 
The fame paper is in Rymer, vol. 1. p.35. and Tiivet,.vole 1, p. 02. 
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caufe, iffued the bulls required of him: But it was foon found, that thefe fpiritual 
weapons had not equal force as when employed in a fpiritual controverfy ; and 
that the clergy were very negligent in fupporting a fentence, which was nowife 
calculated to promote the immediate interefts of their order. ‘The King, after 
taking this humiliating ftep, was obliged to have recourfe to arms, and to inlift 
fuch auxiliaries, as are the ufual refource of tyrants, and have feldom been em- 
ployed by fo wife and juft a monarch. . 


Tue loofe government, which prevailed in all the ftates of Europe, the many 


private wars carried on among the neighbouring nobles, and the impoffibility to 
enforce any general execution of the laws, had encouraged a tribe of banditti to 
difturb every where the public peace, to infeft the high roads, to pillage the open 
country, and to brave all the efforts of the civil magiftrate, and even the excom- 
munications of the church, which were thundered out againft them *. Troops 
of them were fometimes inlifted in the fervice of one prince or baron, fometimes. 
in that of another: ‘Fhey often acted in an independant manner, under leaders of 


their own: The peaceful and induftrious inhabitants, reduced to poverty by their: 


ravages, were frequently obliged for fubfiftance to betake themfelves to.a like dif- 
orderly courfe of life: And a continual inteftine war, pernicious.to induftry,. as. 
well as to the execution of juftice, was thus carried on in the bowels of every 
kingdom +. Thefe defperate ruffians received the name fometimes of Braban- 
cons, fometimes of Routiers er Cottereaux ; but for what reafon, is not.agreed 
by hiftorians: And they formed a kind of fociety or government among them~ 
felves, which fet at defiance all the reft of mankind. The greateft monarchs 
were not afhamed, on occafion, to have recourfe to their affiftance ; and as their 
habits of war and devaftation had given them experience, hardinefs, and courage,. 
they generally compofed the moft formidable part of thofe armies, which decided. 
the political quarrels of princes. Several of them were enlifted among, the forces 
levied by Henry’s enemies$; but the great treafures amafled by that prince 
enabled him to eng:ge more numerous troops of them in his fervice ; and the fi- 
tuation of his affairs rendered even fuch banditti the only forces on whofe fidelity 
he could repofe any confidence. His licentious barons, difgufted with a vigilant 
government, were more defirous of being ruled by young princes, ignorant of 
public affairs, remifs in their conduét, and profufe in their grants ||; and as the 
King had enfured to his fons the fueceffion to every particular province of his do- 
minions, the nobles dreaded no danger in adhering to thofe who, they knew, 
muft fome time become their fovereigns. Prompted by thefe motives, many of 
the Norman nobility had deferted to his fon Henry ; the Breton and Gafcon ba- 
° Neubrig. p. 413. -¢ Chron, Gerv. p- 1461. = Petr. Blef. epift. 47. | _Diceto, p. 570. 
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rons feemed equally difpofed to embrace the quarrel of Geoffrey and. Richard *. 
Difaffection had crept in among the Englifh; and the earls of Leicefter and 
Chefter in particular had openly declared againft the King; Twenty thoufand 
Brabancons, therefore, joined to fome troops, which he brought over from Ire- 
land, and a few barons of approved fidelity, formed the fole force, with which. 
he propofed to refift his enemies {. 

Lewis, in order to bind the confederates in a clofer union, fummoned at Paris. 
an aflembly of the chief vafials of the crown, received their approbation of his: 
meafures, and engaged them by oath to adhere to the caufe of young Henry [.. 
That prince in return bound himfelf by a like tie never to defert his French. 
allies ; and having made a new great feal §, he lavifhly diftributed among them 
many confiderable parts of thofe territories which he propofed. to conquer from 
his father |. Philip, count of Flanders, Matthew, count of Boulogne, his brother, 
Theobald, count of Blois, Henry, count of Eu,, partly moved by the general 
jealoufy which had been. excited by Henry’s power. and. ambition, partly allured 
by the profpeét of reaping advantage from the inconfiderate temper and the 


neceffities of the young prince, declared openly in favour of the latter. William, 
King of Scotland, had alfo entered into this great confederacy * ; and a plan was. 


concerted. for a general invafion on different places of the King’s extenfive and: 
factious dominions. 

Hostititres were firft commenced by the counts of Flanders and Boulogne on: 
the frontiers of Normandy. Thefe princes formed the fiege of Aumale, which, by 
the treachery of the count of that name was delivered into their hands + : That: 


nobleman furrendered himfelf prifoner ; and on pretence of thereby paying his. 
ranfom, opened the gates of all his other fortrefles. The two counts next befieged: 
and made themfelves mafters of Drincourt: But the count of Boulogne was here: 
mortally wounded in the affault; and this event put fome ftop to the progrefs of; 


the Klemifh arms f. . 


Chap, IX, 
1473. 


In. another quarter,, the King of France, being ftrongly affifted by his. vaffals, Wars and ins 


affembled a great army of feven thoufand knights and their followers.on horfebac 
and a proportionable number of infantry ;, and carrying young Henry along with. 


* Hoveden, p. 534. Trivet, p. 59 + Ypod Neuft. ps 4882 Brompton, p. 1089. 
Neubrig. p. 405s Heming. p. 499: t Hoveden,. p: 534. Chron. Gery. p. 1427, 
Neubrig. p. 405. Heming,.p. 499: Chron, T. Wykes,, p».32- Trivet,. p. 6a. 

i Bened. Abb. p.49. Hoveden, p..533- Chron. Gery. p. 1424; § Brompton, p. 1084« 

 Bened. Abb. p. 49. Hoveden, p. 533. ® Chron, Mailr. p. 172. Brompton, p. 1084s 

+ Ypod Neuft. p. 449. Diceto, p. 571+ t Hoveden, p. 534%. Brompton, p.. 1085,. 
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Chap. 1X. him, laid fieve to Vernetil, which was vigoroufly defended by Hugh de Lacy 


1173. 


and Hugh de Beauchamp, the governors *. After he had lain a month before the 
place, the ‘garrifon, ‘being ftraitened for provifions, were obliged ‘to capitulate , 
and they engaged, if not relieved within three days, to furrender the town, and 
to retire into the citadel. On the laft of thefe days, Henry appeared with his 
army upon the heights above Verneuil ; and Lewis, dreading an affault, fent the 


archbifhop of Sens and the count of Blois to the Englifh camp, and defired that 


next day fhould be appointed for a conference, in order to eftablifh a general 
peace, and terminate the differences between Henry and his fons. The King, who 
pafiionately defired this agreement, and fufpected no fraud, gave his confent; 
but Lewis, that morning, obliging the garrifon to furfender according to the 
capitulation, fet fire to the place, and began to retire with ‘his army |. Henry, 
provoked at this artifice, attacked the rear with vigour, put them to rout, ‘com- 
mitted fome flaughter, and'took feveral prifoners. The French army, as ‘their 
time of fervice was now expired, immediately difperfed themfelves into their {e- 
veral provinces ; and left Henry free to profecute his advantages againft his other 
enemics. 

Tue nobles of Brittany, excited by the earl “of Chefter and Ralph de Fou- 
geres, were all in arms; but their progrefs was checked by a body of Bra- 
bangons, which the King, after Lewis’s retreat, had fent againit them. The 
two armies came to an action near Dol; where the rébels were defeated, fifteen 
hundred killed on the fpot, and the leaders, the earl of Chefter and Fougeres, 
obliged to take fhelter in the town of Dol t. Henry haftened to form the fiege 
of that place, and carried on the attack with fuch ardour, that he obliged the go- 
vernor and garrifon to furrender themfelves prifoners of war {, ‘By thefe vi- 
gorous meafures and happy fucceffes, the infurrections were entirely quelled in 
Brittany ; and the King, being thus fortunate in all quarters, willingly agreed to 
a conference with Lewis, in hopes, that his enemies, finding:all their mighty ef- 


forts entirely fruftrated, would agree to terminate hoftilities on {ome moderate 
and reafonable conditions. 


THE two monarchs met between Trie and Gifors ; and Henry had here the 
mortification to fee his three fons in the retinue of his mortal enemy. As Lewis 
had no other pretence for war than fupporting the claims of thefe young 
the King made them fuch offers as children ought to be afhamed to infi 
could be extorted from him by nothing but his parental affection or b 


princes, 
{ft on, and 
y the pre- 

* Hoveden, p. 534. + Bened. p. 57, 58, &c. Hoveden, P- 535+ Diceto, p. 570, 571, 
$72. Brompton, p. 1085, 1086, 1087. t Bened. Abb. p. 63. Hoveden, pic oe 


| Bened. Abb. p. 64, 65. Hoveden, P+ 535+ Diceto, p.574. Neubrig. p. 406. Heming.'p, 
500, ‘Trivet, p, 61, 


ree | | fent 





pa’ 


Sha n> b 


at ” 
ee a ee ee oe eee 


sc bin’ Ss 


% tw 


ei Nei Roe II. 3I1 


fent neceffity of his affairs*. He infifted only on retaining the fovereign authority Chap, IX. 

in all his dominions ; but offered young Henry the half of the revenuesof England, 1173: i} 
with fome places of furety in that kingdom ; or if he rather chofe to refide in Nor- - 
mandy, the half of the revenues of that dutchy, with all thofe of Anjou. He 

made a like offer to Richard in Guienne ; he promifed to refign all Brittany to 

Geoffrey ; and if thefe conceffions were not deemed fufficient, he agreed to add to 

them whatever the Pope’s legates, who were prefent, fhould require of him +. The 

earl of Leicefter was admitted to this negotiation ; and either from the impetuofity 

of his temper, or from a view of breaking off abruptly a conference, which muft 

cover the allies with confufion,.he gave vent to the moft violent reproaches againft 

Henry, and even put his hand to his fword, as if he meant to attempt fome vio- 

lence upon him, This furious aétion threw the whole company into confufion, 

and put an end to the treaty {. 


Tue chief hopes of Henry’s enemies feemed now to depend on the ftate of 
affairs in England, where his authority was expofed to the moft imminent dan- 
ger, One article of young Henry’s agreement with his foreign confederates, was, 
that he fhould refign Kent, with Dover and all its other fortreffes, into the hands 
of the count of Flanders ||; yet fo little national or public fpirit prevailed amone 
the independant Englith nobility, fo wholly bent were they on the agerandize- 
ment each of himfelf and his own family, that, notwithftanding this pernicious 
conceffion, which muft have produced the total ruin of the kingdom, the majo- 
rity of them had confpired to make an infurrection and to fupport the prince’s 
pretenfions. The King’s chief refource lay in the church and the bifhops, with 
whom he was now in perfect agreement ; whether that the decency of their cha- 
racter made them afhamed of fupporting fo unnatural a rebellion, or that they 
were entirely fatisfied with Henry’s atonement for the murder of Becket and for 
his former invafion of ecclefiaftical immunities. That prince, however, had re- 
figned none of the effential rights of his crown in the accommodation ; he main- 
tained ftill the fame prudent jealoufy of the court of Rome; admitted no legate 
into England, without his fwearing to attempt nothing againft his royal preroga- 
tives ; and he had even obliged the monks of Canterbury, who pretended toa free 
eleétion on the vacancy, made by the death of Becket, to choofe Roger, prior of 
Dover, in the place of that turbulent prelate §. | 

_ Tue King of Scotland now made an irruption into Northumberland, and com- war with 
mitted great devaftations; and being oppofed by Richard de Lucy, whom Henry Scotlanc. 
had left guardian of the realm, he retreated into his own kingdom, and agreed 

* Hoveden, p. 539. + Hoveden, p. 536. Brompton, p. 1083. { Hoveden, -p. 530. 
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‘to a ceflation of arms*. This truce enabled the guardian to march fouthwards 
with his army, in orderto oppofe an invafion, which the earl of Leicefter, at 
the head of .a great body of Flemings, had made upon Suffolk. The Flemings 
‘had been joined by Hugh Bigod, who made them mafters of his caftle of Fra- 


‘mingham.; and marching into the heart of the kingdom, where they hoped to « 


‘be fupported by ‘Leicefter’s vaffals, they were met by Lucy, who, affifted by 
Humphrey Bohun, the conftable, and the earls of Arundel, Gloceflér, and Corn- 
‘wal, had advanced to Farnham with a lefs numerous, but braver army, to oppofe 
them. The Flemings, who were moftly weavers and other tradefmen (for ma- 
nufactures were now beginning to be eftablifhed in Flanders) were broke in an 


inftant, ten thoufand of them were put to the fword, the earl of Leicefter was 


taken prifoner, and the remains of the invaders were glad to compound for a 
fafe retreat into their own country t+. 


Tuts great defeat did not difhearten the malecontents ; who, being fupported 


‘by the alliance of fo many foreign princes, and encouraged by the King’s own 


fons, determined to perfevere in their enterprize. The earl of Ferrars, Roger 
de Mowbray, Archetil de Mallory, Richard de Moreville, Hamo de Mafcie, 
together with many friends of the earls of Leicefter and Chefter, rofe in arms as 
The fidelity of the earls of Clare and Glocefter was fufpected ; and the guardian, 
tho’ vigoroufly fupported by Geoffrey, bifhop of Lincoln, the King’s natural 
fon by the fair Rofamond, found ir difficult to defend himfelf on all quarters, 
from fo many open and concealed enemies. The more to augment the confufion, 
the King of Scotland, on the expiration of the truce, broke into the northern 
provinces with a vaft army || of 80,000 men; which, tho’ undifciplined and 
diforderly, and better adapted for committing devattation, than for executing 
any military enterprize, was become dangerous from the prefent factious and tur- 
bulent fpirit of the kingdom. Henry, who had baffled all his enemies in France, 
and had put his frontiers in a pofture of defence, now found England the feat of 
danger ; and he determined by his prefence to overawe the malecontents, or by 
his conduct and courage to fubdue them. He landed at Southampton ; and 
knowing the influence of fuperftition over the minds of the people, he immedi- 
ately haftened to Canterbury, in order to make atonement to the afhes of Tho- 
mas a Becket, and tender his fubmiffions to a dead enemy. So foon as he came 
within fight of the church of Canterbury, he defcended from horfeback, walked 


* M. Paris, p. 89, Hoveden p- 536. Diceto, p. 573. B i 
is, ; » P+ 573+ brompton, p. 1089. Neubrig. p. 407. 
+ M. Paris, p.89. Bened. Abb. Pp. 70. Hoveden, p. 536. Diceto, P- 574. Bestabgsae 4 
1089. _Neub. p, 407. Heming. P. 500, t Bened. Abb. p. 54. Hoveden, Pp: 537- Neu- 
brig. Pp» 407.  Heming. p. cor, 
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barefoot towards it, proftrated himfelf before the fhrine of the faint, remained Chap. IX. 
in fafting and prayer during a whole day, watched all night the holy reliques;  *174- 
and not fatisfied with this hypocritical devotion towards a man, whofe violence 

and ingratitude had fo long difquieted his government, and had been the obje& 

of his moft inveterate animofity, he fubmitted to a pennance, ftill more fingular | 

and humiliating. He affembled a chapter of the monks, difrobed himfelf be- 

fore them, put a fcourge or difcipline into each of their hands, and prefented his 

bare fhoulders to the lafhes which thefe ecclefiaftics fucceffively inflicted upon 

him *, Next day, he received abfolution, and departing for London, got foon 

after the agreeable intelligence of a great victory which his generals had obtained 

over the Scots, and which, being gained on the very day of his abfolution, was 
regarded as the earneft of his final reconciliation with heaven and with Thomas 

a Becket t. 


WittaM, King of Scots, tho’ repulfed before the caftle of Prudhow, and 
other fortified places, had been able to commit the meft horrible depredations 
upon the northern provinces ¢ ; but on the approach of Ralph de Glanville, the 
famous lawyer and jufticiary, feconded by Bernard de Baliol, Robert de Stuteville, 
Odonel de Umfreville, William de Vefci, and other northern barons, together 
with the gallant bifhop of Lincoln, he thought proper to retreat nearer his own 
country, and fixed his ftation at Alnwic. He had here weakened his army ex- 
tremely, by fending out numerous detachments in order to extend his ravages ; 
and he lay abfolutely fafe, as he imagined, from any attack of the enemy. But 
Glanville, informed of his fituation, made a hafty and fatiguing march to New- 
caftle; and allowing his foldiers only a fmall interval for refrefhment, he im- 
mediately fet out towards evening for Alnwic. He marched that night above 
thirty miles ; arrived in the morning under cover of a mift near the Scots camp; 
and regardlefs of the great multitude of the enemy, he began the'attack with his 
{mall, but determined, body of cavalry. William was living in fuch fupine fe- 
curity, that he took the Englith at firft for a body of his own ravagers, who 
were returning to the camp: But the fight of their banners convincing him of 
his miftake, he entered on ‘the action with no more than a body of a hundred horfe, William, 
in confidence, that the numerous army, which furrounded him, would foon King ot Scot- 


S land, defeated 
haften to his relief. He was difmounted on the firft fhock, and taken prifoner, and taken 


prifoner. 


13th July, 


* Ypod Neuftr. p. 450. M. Paris, p. go. Hoveden, p.§39. Diceto, p. 577. Brompton, 
p. 1095. Chron, Gerv. p. 1427. Neubrig. p. 410. Chron. Dunftaple, p. 35. 

+ Ypod.Neuft. p. 450. M. Paris, p. 90. Bened. Abb. p. 83. Hoved. p. 539. M. Welt. p. 251. 

t Bened. Abb. p.73. Hoveden, p. 537. Brompton, p. 1090. Chron, Gerv. p.1427. WNeu- 
brig. p. 408. 
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while his troops, hearing of this difafter, fled on all fides with the utmoft pre- 
cipitation *. ‘The difperft ravagers made the beft of their way to their own 
country; and difcord arifing among them,~ they proceeded even to mutual 
flaughter, and fuffered more from each other’s fword than from that of the 
enemy Tf. 

 Tuis great and important victory proved at laft decifive in favour of Henry, 
and broke entirely the fpirit of the Englifh rebels. The bifhop of Durham, 


who was preparing to revolt, made his fubmiffions =; Hugh Bigod, tho’ he 


had received a {trong reinforcement of Flemings, was obliged to furrender all his 
caftles, and throw himfelf on the King’s mercy ||; no other refource was left to 
the earl of Ferrars and Roger de Moubray §; the inferior rebels imitating the 
example, all England was reftored to tranquillity in a few weeks; and asthe King 
appeared to lie under the immediate protection of heaven, it was deemed impious 
any longer to refift him, The clergy exalted anew the merits and powerful inter- 
ceffion of Becket; and Henry, inftead of oppofing this fuperftition, plumed him- 
felf on the new friendthip of that faint, and propagated an opinion which was 
fo favourable to his interefts 1. aes 

Younc Henry, who was ready to embark at Gravelines with the earl of Flan- 
ders and a great army, hearing of the fuppreffion of his partizans in England, 
abandoned all thoughts of the enterprize, and joined the camp of the French 
King, who, during the abfence of old Henry, had made an irruption into Nor- 
mandy, and had laid fiege to Rotten *. The place was defended with great vigour 
by the inhabitants | ; and Lewis, defpairing of fuccefs by open force, tried to gain 
the town by a ftratagem, which, in that fuperftitious age, was deemed very little. 
honourable. He proclaimed in his own camp a ceffation of arms on pretence of 
celebrating the feftival of St. Lawrence; and when the citizens, fuppofing them- 


felves in fafety, were fo imprudent as to remit their guard, he propofed to take. 


advantage of their fecurity. Happily fome priefts had, from mere curiofity, 


‘mounted a fteeple, where the alarm bell hung; and obferving the French camp: 


in motion, they immediately rang the bell, and gave warning to the inhabitants,. 
who ran to their feveral ftations, The French, who, on hearing the bell, hur-. 
ried to the affault, had already mounted the walls in feveral places; but being: 
repulfed by the enraged citizens, were obliged to retreat with confiderable lof ae 


* Bened. Abb. p. 76. Brompton, p. 1091, tog2. Neubrig. p. 408; 4009. Heming. p. 502. 


+ Neubrig. p. 409. Heming. p. soz. t Bened. Abb. p. 76. || Diceto, p. 570. 
§ M. Paris, p. 91. Heming. p. so4. + Hoveden, p. 539. * Brompton, 
p. 106. t+ Diceto, p. 578. | 
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Next day, Henry, who hadhaftened to the defence of his Norman dominions, Chap, IX. 
pafied over the bridge in triumph; and entered Roiien in fight of the French = '1'74 
army. The city was now in abfolute fafety ; and the King, in order to brave 
the French monarch, commanded the gates, which had been walled up, to be 
opened * ; and he prepared to pufh his advantages againft theenemy. -Lewis faved 
himfelf from this perilous fituation by a new piece of deceit, not fo juftifiable. He 
propofed a conference for adjufting the terms of a general peace, which, he knew, 
would be greedily embraced by Henry; and while the King of England trufted 
to the execution of his promife, he made-a retreat with his army into France Tf. 

THERE was, however, a neceffity on both fides for an accommodation. Henry 
could no longer bear to fee his three fons in the hands of his enemy ; and Lewis 
dreaded, left this great monarch, victorious on all quarters, crowned with glory, 
and abfolute mafter of his dominions, might take revenge for the many dangers 
and difquietudes, which the arms, and ftill more the intrigues of France, had, 
in his difputes both with Becket and his fons, been able to raife him. After making, 
a ceflation of arms, a conference was agreed on near Tours; where Henry granted 
his fons much lefs advantageous terms than he had formerly proffered ; and he The King’s 
received their fubmifions. The moft material of his conceflions were fome pen- accommoda- 
fions which he ftipulated to pay them, and fome caftles which he granted them paige oe: 
for the place of their refidence 3. together with an indemnity to all their ad- 
herents, who were reftored to their eftates and honours f. 

Or all thofe who had embraced the caufe of the young princes, William, 
King of Scotland, was the only confiderable fufferer, by that invidious and un- 
juft enterprize. Henry delivered from confinement, without exacting any ran- 
fom, about nine hundred knights whom he had taken prifoners || ; but it coft 
William the antient independancy of his crown as the price of his liberty. He 
ftipulated to do homage to Henry, as his liege lord, for Scotland and all his other 
dominions; he engaged that all the barons and nobility of his kingdom fhould 
alfo do homage that the bifhops fhould fwear fealty.; that both fhould {wear 
to adhere to the King of England againft their native prince, if the latter fhould 
break his engagements ; and that the fortreffes of Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwic, 
Roxborough, and Jedborough fhould be delivered into Henry’s hands, till the 5175, 
performance of articles §. This fevere and humiliating treaty was executed in its oth Aug. 


* Hoveden, p. 540. + Bened. Abb. p. 86. Brompton, p. 10938. + Rymer, vol, is 
p. 35. Bened. Abb, p. 88: Hoveden, p. 540. Diceto, p. $33. Brompton, p. 1098. Heming. 
p. 505. Chron. Dunft. p. 36. | Neubrig. p. 413. 

§ M. Paris, p. gt. Chron. Dunit. p:36.. Hoveden, p. 545. M. Wefim. p, 25%. Diceto;. p. 
584. Brompton, p.1103. Rymer, vol. i. p. 39- Liber Niger Scaccarii, p. 36. 
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full rigour. That prince, being releafed, brought up all his barons, prelates, and 
abbots; and, they did homage to Henry in the cathedral of York, and acknow- 
ledged him and his fccetteds: for their fuperior lord*. The Englith menarch 
ftretched ftill farther the rigour of the conditions which he exacted. He engaged 
the King and ftates of Scotland to make a perpetual ceflion of the fortreffes of 
Berwic and Roxborough, and to allow the caftle of Edinburgh to remain in his 
hands for.a limited time. This was the firft great afcendant which England ob- 
tained over Scotland; and indeed the firft important event, which had paffed be- 
tween thefe kingdoms. Few princes have been fo fortunate as to gain confide- 
rable advantages over their weaker neighbours with lefs violence and injuftice, 
than was practifed by Henry againft the King of Scotland, whom he had taken 
prifoner in battle, and who had wantonly engaged in.a. war, in which all the neigh- 
bours of that prince, and even all his own family, were, without provocation, 
combined againft him. | 

Henry, having thus, contrary to expectation, extricated hinnfelf with honour 
from a fituation, in which his throne was expofed to the moft imminent danger, 
occupied himfelf for feveral years in the adminiftration of juftice, in the execution 
of the laws, and in guarding againft thefe inconveniencies, which either the patt 
convulfions of his ftate, or the political inftitutions of that age, unavoidably 
eceafioned.. The provifions, which he made, fhow fuch a largenefs of thought 
as qualified him to become a legiflator; and they. were commonly calculated for 
the future as well as prefent happinefs of his kingdom. 


He enacted. fevere. penalties again{t robbery, murder, falfe coining, burning 
-houfes; and ordained that.thefe crimes fhould be punifhed by the amputation of: 
the right hand. and right foot -—. Thefe punifhments were probably efteemed 
more fevere than death: The pecuniary commutation for crimes, which has a 
falfe appearance of lenity, had been gradually difufed ; and’ feems to have been 
entirely abolifhed. by the rigour of thefe ftatutes. The fuperftitious trial by water 
ordeal, tho’ condemned By the church f, ftill fubfifted ; but Henry, ordained, 
that any man, accufed of murder or any heinous felony by the oath of the legal 
knights of the county, fhould, even tho’ acquitted by the ordeal, be obliged : to 
abjure the realm }. 

Att advances towards reafon and good fenfe are flow and gradual. Henry,. 
tho* fenfible of the great abfurdity attending the trial by duel or battle, 
did not venture to abolifh it: He only adinitted. either of the pe to challenge 


* Bened. Abb. p. 113. + Bened. Abb. p. 132. Hoveden, p | ici 
- $32. Fs 545. t Seld. Spicileg.. 
ad Eadm. p. 204. fj Bened. Abb. p. 132. 
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a trial by an affize or jury of twelve freeholders*. This method of trial feems to 
have been very antient in England, and was fixed by the laws of King Alfred : 
But the barbarous and violent genius of the age had of late given more credit to 
the trial by battle, which had become the general method of deciding all impor- 
tant controverfies. It was never abolifhed by law in England, and there is am 
inftance of it fo late as the reign of Elizabeth: But the inftitution revived by this 
King, being found more reafonable and more fuitable to a civilized people, gra~ 
dually prevailed over it. 

Tue partition of England into four divifions, and the appointment of itinerant’ 
juftices to go the circuit in each divifion, and decide the caufes in the counties, 
was another important ordinance of this prince, had a direct tendency to reftrain 
the oppreffions of the barons, and to protect the inferior gentry and common 
people in their property +. Thefe juftices were either prelates or ¢onfiderable no- 
bility ; and befides carrying the authority of the King’s commiffion, were able, 
by the dignity of their own character, to give weight and credit to the laws. 

Tuar there might be fewer obftacles to the execution of juftice, the King was 
vigilant in demolifhing all the new ere¢ted caftles of the nobility, in England as 
well as in his foreign dominions; and he permitted’ no fortrefs to- remain in’ 
hands, whom he found reafon to fufpect f. 

Bur left the kingdom fhould be-expofed by this demolition of the ftrong pla- 
ces, the King fixed an affize of arms, by which all his fubjects were obliged to 
put themfelves in a fituation proper for defending themfelves and the realm. 


Every man, poffefled ofia knight’s fee; was ordained to have for each fee:a:coat of 


mail, a helmet, a fhield, and a lance; every free layman poffeffed of goods to: 
the value of fixteen marks, was tobe armed in hike manner; every one pofflefied 
of ten marks was obliged to have an iron gorget, a cap of iron, and a lance; all: 
burgefies were to have a cap of iron, a lance, and’ a wambais, that is, a coat 
twilted with wool, tow, or fuch other’ materials ||. It appears, that archery,, 
for which the Englifh were afterwards fo renowned, had not, at this time, be- 
come very common among them, The fpear was the chief weapon employed in 
battle: 

Tue clergy and the laity were during that age ina ftrange fituation with regard to» 
each other, and fuch as may feem totally incompatible with a civilized, and in- 
deed with any goverment. If a clergyman was guilty of murder, he could only” 
be punifhed by degradation: If he. was murdered, the murderer was only expo- 

* Glanv,.lib, 2. cap. 7. + Hoveden, p. §go. t Benedi&. Abbas, p. 202z.. Diceto,_ 
p- 585. | Bencd, Abb. p. 305. Chron. Gery.. pe 14$9>. Annal. Waverl, p, 161. 
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Chap. IX. fed to excommunication and ecclefiaftical cenfures ; and the crime was ato ned for 
1179, by penances and fubmiflion *. Hence the affaffins of Thomas a Becket himfelf, 
tho’ guilty of the moft atrocious wickednefs, and the moft repugnant to the fenti- 
ments of that age, lived fecurely in their own houfes, without being called to 
account by Henry himfelf, who was fo much concerned, both in honour and in-- 
tereft, to punifh that crime, and who profeffed or affected on all occafions the 
moft extreme abhorrence of it, It was not till they found their prefence fhunned 
by every one as excommunicated perfons, that they wereinduced to take a jour- 
ney to Rome, to throw themfelves at the Pope’s feet, and to fubmit to the penan- 
ces impofed upon them: After which, they continued to poffefs, without molefta- 
tion, their honours and fortunes, and feem even to have recovered the counte- 
nance and good opinion of the public. But as the King, by the conftitutions of 
Clarendon, which he endeavoured {till to maintain in force +, had fubjected the 
clergy to a trial by the civil magiftrate, it feemed but juft to give them the pro- 
tection of that power, to which they were fubjected ; and it was enacted, that 
the murderers of clergymen fhould be tried before the jufticiary in the prefenee of 
the bifhop or his official ; and befides the ufual punifhment for murder, fhould 
be fubjeéted to a forfeiture of their eftates, and a confifcation of their goods and 
chattels f. | 


Tue King pafied a very equitable law, that the goods of a vaffal fhall not 
be feized for the debt of his lord, unlefs the vaffal be furety for the debt; and that 
the rents of vafials fhall be paid to the creditors of the lord, not to the lord him- 
felf. It is remarkable, that this law was enacted by the King in a council which 
he held at Vernetiil, and which confifted of fome. prelates and barons of England, 
as well as fome of Normandy, Poictou, Anjou, Maine, Touraine, and Britan- 
ny ; and the ftatute took place in all thefe different territories ||: A certain proof 
how irregular the ancient feudal government was, and how near the Kings, in 
fome inttances, approached to defpotifm, tho’ in others they feemed fcarce to 
pofiefs any authority. If a prince, much dreaded and revered like Henry, ob- 
tained but the appearance of general confent to an ordinance, which was equitable 
and juft, it became immediately an eftablifhed law, and all the world acquiefced 
in it. If the prince was hated or defpifed; if the nobles who fupported him, 
had fmall influence ; if the humours of the times difpofed the people to queftion 
the juftice of his ordinances ; the fulleft and moft authentic council had no au 
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e Diceto, p. 592. Chron. Gerv. p. 1433. lj Bened. Abb. p.248. It was vfual for the 
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thority. Thus all was confufion and diforder ; no regular ideas of a conftitution 
prevailed; force and violence decided every thing. 

Tue fuccefs which had attended Henry in his wars did not encourage his: 
neighbours to attempt any thing againft him; and his tranfactions with them,. 
during the remainder of his reign, contain little memorable. Scotland remained 
in that ftate of feudal fubjection, to which he had reduced it; and gave him no 
farther inquietude. He fent over his fourth fon, John, into Ireland, with a 
view of making a more complete conquelt of that ifland; but the petulance and 
incapacity of this prince, by which he enraged the Irifh chieftains, obliged him 
foon after to recall him*. The King of France had fallen into a very abjeét 
fuperftition ; and was induced by a devotion, more fincere than that of Henry;. 
to make a pilgrimage to the tomb of Becket , in order to obtain his intercef- 
fion for the recovery of Philip, his eldeft fon. He probably thought himfelf well. 
intitled to the favour of that faint, on account of their antient intimacy ; and 
hoped, that Becket, whom he had protected while on. earth, would not now,,. 
that he was fo highly advanced in heaven, forget his old friend and benefactor. 
The monks, fenfible that their faint’s honour was concerned in the cafe, failed 
not to publifh, that Lewis’s prayers were anfwered, and that the young prince 
was, by Becket’s interceffion, reftored to health t. That King himfelf was foom 
after {truck with an apoplexy, which deprived him of his judgment: Philip, 
tho’ a youth of fifteen, took on him the adminiftration, till his father’s death, 
which happened foon after, opened his way to the throne ;. and he proved the ableft 
and greateft monarch. that had governed that kingdom, fince the age of Charle- 
magne. ‘The fuperior years, however, and experience of Henry, while they mode-- 
‘rated his ambition, gave him fuch an afcendant over this prince, that no dan- 
gerous rivalfhip, for a long time, arofe between them. T’he Englifh monarch,. 
inftead of taking advantage of his fituation, rather employed his good offices to- 
eompofe the quarrels which arofe in the royal family of France ; and he was fuc- 
cefsful in mediating a reconcilement between Philip and his mother and uncles |]. 
Thefe fervices were but ill requited by Philip, who, when he came to man’s= 
eltate, fomented all the domeftic difcords in the royal family of England, and en: 
couraged Henry’s fons in their ungrateful and undutiful behaviour towards him.. 

Youne: Henry, equally impatient of obtaining power, and incapable of ufing: 
it; renewed his demand to the King, of refigning Normandy ;. and’on. meeting. 


* Bened. Abb. p. 437, &c. + M. Paris, ps gs. Bened. Abb. -p. 318. Hoveden, p. 592:- 


M. Weitm. p. 252. Diceto, p. 604. t Bened. Abb. p. 320. Hoveden, p,592. Bromp- 
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Chap. 1X. with a refufal, ‘he fled with his fpoufe to the court of France: But not finding 


4.80. 


1183. 


Philip difpofed to enter into war for his fake, he accepted of his father’s offers of 
reconcilement, avd made his fubmiffions.. It was a cruel circumftance in the 
King’s fortune, that he could hope for no tranquillity from the criminal enter- 
prizes of his fons but by their mutual difcord and animofities, which difturbed 
his family, and threw his ftate into convulfions. Richard, whom he had made 
mafter of Guienre, and who had difplayed his valour and military genius, by 
fuppreffing the revolts of his mutinous barons, refufed to obey Henry’s orders» 
in doing homage to his elder brother for that dutchy; and he defended himfelf 
againft young Henry and Geoffrey, who, uniting their arms, carried war into 
his territories*. The King with fome difficulty compofed this difference ; but 
immediately found his eldeft fon engaged. in confpiracies, and ready to take arms 
again{t him. While the young prince was conducting thefe criminal defigns, he 
was feized with ¢ fever at Martel, a caftle near Turenne, to which he had retired 
in difcontent; and feeing the approach of death, he was at laft ftruck with re- 
morfe for his undutiful behaviour towards his father. He fent a meffenger to the 
King, who was tot far diftant ; expreffed his contrition for his faults; and en- 
treated the favcur of.a vifit, that he might at leaft die with the fatisfaction of 
having received his forgivenefs. Henry, who had fo often experienced the prince’s 
ingratitude and violence, apprehended that this ficknefs was entirely a feint, and 
he dared not to entruft himfelf into his fon’s hands+: But when he foon after re- 


aith June. céived intelligence of young Flenry’s death, and the proofs of his fincere repen- 
Death of tance, this good prince was affected with the deepeft forrow; he thrice fainted 
youngHenry-away ; he accuftd his own hard-heartednefs in refufing the dying requeft of his 


fon; and he lamented, that he had deprived that prince of the laft opportunity 
of making atonement for his offences, and of pouring out his foul in the bofem of 
his reconciled faher +. Young Henry died in the twenty-eighth year of his age. 

Tue behavicur of his furviving children was ill calculated to give the King 
any confolation ‘or this lofs. As prince Henry had left no pofterity, Richard 
was become the heir of all his dominions; and the King intended, that John, 
his third furvivng fon and favourite, fhould inherit Guienne as his appanage : 
But Richard refufed his confent, fled into that dutchy, and even made prepara- 
tions for carrying on war, as well againft his father as againft his brother Geof- 
frey, who was now put in poffeffion of Brittany. Henry fent for Eleanor, his 
Queen, the heirefs of Guienne, and required Richard to deliver up to her the 


* Ypod Neuft. 4°51. Bened. Abb. p. 383. Diceto, p. 617. + Bened. Abb. p. 392. 
Hoveden, p. 620. Brompton, p. 1143. Chron. Gerv. p- 1463. Neubrig. p. 422. Heming, 
P> 507. i Bred. Abb. p. 393. Hoveden, p. 621. Trivet, vol. i. p- 84. . 
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dominion of thefe territories; which that prince, either dieading an infurrection Chap. IX, 
of the Gafcons in her favour, or retaining fome fenfe of duy towards her, readily 1483. 
performed; and he returned peaceably to his father’s cour. No fooner was this 
quarrel accommodated, than Geoffrey, the moft vicious perhaps of all Henry’s 
unhappy family, broke out into violence ; demanded Anjou to be annexed to his 
dominions of Brittany ; and on meeting with a refufal, fled to the court of France, 
and levied armies againft his father*, Henry was freed fom this danger by re- 
ceiving the affliction of his fon’s death, who was flain in a tournament at Paris ti 
The widow of Geoffrey, foon after his deceafe, was delivered of a fon, who re- 
ceived the name of Arthur, and was invefted in the dutcly of Brittany, under 
the guardianfhip of his grandfather, who, as duke of Normandy, was alfo fupe- 
rior lord of that territory. Philip, as lord paramount, df{puted fome time his 
title to this wardthip ; but was obliged to yield to the inclinations of the Bretons, | 
who preferred the government of Henry. 

Bur the rivalfhip among thefe potent princes, and all their inferior interefts, Crufades. 
feemed now to have given place to the general paffion forthe relief of the holy 
land, and the expulfion of the Saracens. Thefe infidels, tho” obliged to yield to 
the immenfe inundation of Chriftians in the firft crufade, lad recovered courage 
after the torrent was paft; and attacking on all quartersthe fettlements of the 
Europeans, had reduced them to great difficulties, and cbliged them to apply 
again for fuccours from the weft. A fecond crufade, uncer the Emperor Con- 
rade, and Lewis VII. King of France, in which there peifhed above 200,000 
men, brought them but a temporary relief; and thefe princes, after lofing fuch 
immenfe armies, and feeing the flower of their nobility fall by their fide, return- 
ed with little honour into Europe. But thefe repeated misfrtunes, which drain- 
ed the weftern world of its people and treafure, were not yet fufficient to cure ' 
men of their paffion for thofe {piritual adventures ; and a rew incident rekindled 
with frefh fury the zeal of the ecclefiaftics and military adventurers of the Latin 
Chriftians. Saladin, a prince of great generofity, bravery, and conduét, having 
fixed himfelf on the throne of Egypt, began to extend his conquefts over all the 
Eaft; and finding the fettlements of the Chriftians in Paletine an invincible ob- 
ftacle to the progrefs of his arms, he bent the whole force of his policy and va- 
four to fubdue that {mall and barren, but important territory. Taking advantage 
of diffentions, which prevailed among the champions of the crofs, and having 
fecretly gained the count of Tripoli, who commanded ther armies, he invaded 
the frontiers with a mighty power; and, aided by the trachery of that count, 


* Neubrig. p, 422, + Bened. Abb. p: 451. Chnn, Gerv. p, 1480. 
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gained at Tiberiade a complete victory over them, which utterly annihilated the 
force of the already languifhing kingdom of Jerufalem. The holy city itfelf fell 
into his hands after a-feeble refiftance; the kingdom .of Antioch was almoft en- 
tirely fubdued 5 and except fome maritime towns, nothing of importance remain- 
ed of thofe boafted conquefts, which, near a century before, had coft the efforts 
of all Europe to-acquire*. 

Tue weftern Chriftians were aftonifhed on receiving this difmal intelligence. 
Pope Urban ‘IIf. it 1s pretended, died of grief; andhis fucceffor, Gregory VIII. 
employed the whole time of his fhort pontificate in rouzing to arms all the Chri- 
ftians who acknowledged his authority. The general cry was, that they were 
unworthy of enjoying any inheritance inheaven, who did not vindicate from the 
dominion of the infidels the inheritance of God on earth, and deliver from flavery 
that country which had been confecrated by the footfteps of their Saviour. ‘Wil- 
liam, archbifhop of Tyre, having procured a’ conference between Henty and 
Philip near Gifors, enforced all thefe topics; gave'a pathetic defcription of the 
miferable fate of the eaftern Chriftians ; and employed every topic to excife the 
ruling paffions of the age, fuperftition and jealoufp:of military honour +. The 
two monarchs immediately took the crofs ;.many of their moft confiderableé vaf- 
fals imitated the examplet; and: as the Emperor Frederic 1, entered into ‘the 
fame-confederacy; fome well-grounded hopes of fuccefs wefe entertained 3 and: 
men flattered: themfelves, that: an: enterprize, which: had failed’ under the condué& 
ef many independant chieftains, or of weak princes, might at lait, by the efforts: 
of fuch potent and able monarchs,:.be brought to a happy iffue. 

Tue Kings of France and England impofed a tax, amounting to the tenth of 
all moveable goods, on fuich as remained at-home |}; but as they exempted from: 
this burden moft of the regular clergy, the fecular-afpired' to the fame privilege ; 
pretended that it was only their:duty to’ aft: the crufade with their prayers; and 
it was with fome ‘difficulty they were obliged to defift from an oppofition, which 
in-them,. who:had been the chief ‘inftigators to thefe pious enterprizes, appeared. 
with the -worft grace imaginable §. This backwardnefs of the clergy is perhaps. 
afymptom, that. the enthufiaftie-ardour, which had at firft feized the people for 
erufades, was now confiderably abated by time and ‘ill fuccefg ; and that the frenzy 


was'chiefly fupported by the military genius and love of glory in the great mo- 
narchs, 


Bur before this great machine could be putin. motion, there were ftill ma» 
ny obftacles to furmount. Philip, jealous of Henry’s greatnefs, entered into 


* M. Paris, p. 100. + Bened. Abb. p. 531. Neubrig. p: 42¢. Hemi 2 
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private. confederacy with: young Richard, and working on hisambitious.and Chap. TX. 
impatient. temper, perfuaded him, inftea : of fupportibe:and agerandizing that 71° 
monarchy, which -he, was One.day to inherit, to feck acct it power andindepen- Revolt of 
dance, by difturbing and difmembering it. . In order to give a pretence for. hoftt P pine Ru. 


lities between the two Kings, Richard broke into the territories of Raymond, 

count of Tholoufe, who immediately carried ‘his. complaints of this violence,be- 
fore the King of France as:his fuperior lord. Philip remonftrated with, Henrys 
but received for. anfwer, that;Richard had’ confefied to the archbifhop of Dublin, 
that his enterprize againft, Raymond .had. been, undertaken 'by the approbation of 
Philip himfelf, and was conducted by his authority... The King of, France, whe 
might have been covered with fhame:and confufion by this detection, fill profe- 

cuted his defign, and broke into:the provinces of Berri:and: Auvergne, under:co- 
lour of revenging the quarrel of the\count of Tholoule*. Henry retaliated by 
—amaking inroads upon,the frontiers :of France, and buraing Dreyx., As this war, 
which deftroyed all hopes. of fuccefs in the projected crufade, gave great fcandal, 

the two Kings held a-conference at the accuftomed place between Gifors and Trie, 
in order to find means of accommodating their differences :- They deparated on 
worfe terms than before,; and, Philip, to fhaow bis difguft, ordered a great elm, 

under which the canicaanens: b had. been ufually helds-to 'be cut down; as if he 
had renounced all defire of accommodation, -and was determined to carry the war 
to extremity againft the King of England.’ But his-own vafials refufed to ferve 
under him in fo invidious a:caufe [;:and he'was obliged to come anew to a con- 
ference with Henry,.and to offer terms of peace. Thefe terms were fuch as en- 
tirely opened the eyes of the King of England, and fully proved to him. the per- 
fidy of his fon, and his fecret ,alliance with Philip, .of whichhe had before only 
entertained fome fufpicions. The King of-France required, that Richard fhould 
be crowned King of England in the lifetime of his father, fhould. be invefted in 
all his tranfmarine dominions, and fhould be immediately married to Alice, Phi- 
lip’s fifter, to whom he had formerly been contracted, and who had been already 
conducted into England{!. Henry had experienced fuch. fatal effects, both from 
the crowning his eldeft fon, and from that prince’s alliance with the royal family 
of France, that he rejected thefe terms; and Richard, in confequence of his {e- 
cret agreement with Philip, immediately revolted from him $, did homage to 
the King of France for all the dominions. which Henry held of, that crown, and 
received the inveftitures, as if he had already been the lawful proprietor. Some 


* Bened. Abb. p. 568. + Bened. Abb. p. 517. 532. +t Bened. Abb. p. 519. 
| Bened. Abb. p. 521. Hoveden, p.652. § Brompton; pe 1149. Neubrig. p- 437- 
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hiftorians affert, that Henry himfelf had become enamoured of young Alice, 
and affign this as an additional reafon for his refufing thefe conditions: But he 
had fo many other juft and equitable motives for his conduct, that it is needlefs 
to feek for a caufe, which the great prudence and advanced age of that monarch 
render fomewhat improbable. 


Carpinab Albano, the Pope’s legate, difpleafed with thefe increafing obftacles: 
to the crufade, excommunicated Richard, as the chief {pring of difeord: But: 
the fentence of excommunication, which, when it was properly prepared, and: 


was zealoufly fupported by the clergy, had often great influence in that age, 
proved entirely ineffectual in the prefent cafe. The chief barons of Poictou, 
Guienne, Normandy, and Anjou, being attached to the young prince, and fee- 
ing that he had:now received the inveftiture from their {uperior lord, declared’ for. 


him, and made inroads into the territories of fuch as ftill adhered to the old King... 
Henry, difquieted by the daily revolts of his mutinous fubjects, and dreading 
ftill worfe effects from their turbulent difpofition, had again recourfe to papal au-. 


thority ; and engaged the cardinal Anagni, who had fucceeded Albano in the le» 


gatefhip, to.threaten Philip with laying an interdiét on all his dominions. But: 
Philip, who was a prince of great vigour and capacity, defpifed the menace ;. and’ 


told Anagni, that it belonged not to the Pope to interpofe in the temporal dif- 
putes of princes, much lefs in thofe between him and his rebellious vaffals, He 
even proceeded fo far as to reproach the cardinal with partiality, and with.re- 
ceiving bribes from the King of England *; while Richard, ftill more outra- 
geous, offered to draw. his fword upon the legate, and was only hindered by the. 
interpofition.of the company, from com mitting violence upon-him+. 

Tue King of England was now obliged to defend his dominions by arms;. 
and to enter on-a war with France and’ with his. eldeft. fon, a prince of great va- 
Jour, omfuch difadvantageous terms. Ferté-Barnard’fell-firftiinto the hands of the. 
enemy :; Mans was next: taken by affaule ; and’Ffenry, who had thrown him- 
Jelf into that- place, efcaped: with fome difficulty {: Amboifé, Chaumont, and: 
Chateau de Loire, opened their gateson the appearance of Philip and Richard ;. 
Tours was invefted; and-the King, who had’retired. to Saumur, and had daily. 
inftances of:the cowardice-or: infidelity of his. governors, expected the moft difmal 
iffue to-all his enterprizes: While he was in this ftate of defpondency, the duke of: 
Burgundy,. the count of Flanders, and'the archbifhop of ‘Rheims interpofed with. 
their good offices ; and'the intelligence, which he received’of the taking Tours, and: 
which.made him fully -fenfible of the defperate fituation of his affairs, fo fubdued . 


*-M. Paris, p. 104: Bened. Abb.-p. 542. Hoveden, p. 652. . 
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his fpirit, that he fubmitted to all the rigorous terms, which were impofed upon 
him, He agreed, that Richard fhould marry the princefs,. Alice; that. that 
prince fhould receive the homage and oath of fealty of all his fubjeéts both in: 
England and his tranfmarine dominions; that he himfelf fhould pay. twenty: 
thoufand marks to the King of France as a compenfation for the charges. of. the 
war 5 that his own barons fhould engage to make him obferve this treaty by, 
force, and in cafe of his violating it, fhould promife to join Philip and Richard. 
againft him.;, and. that all his vaffals, who had entered. into confederacy with: 
Richard, fhould receive an indemnity. for this- offence *. 

Bur the mortification, which Henry,. who. had: been: accuftomed’ to give the 
law in moft treaties, received from thefe difadvantageous and humiliating terms, 
was the leaft which he met withion this occafion,. When he demanded.a. lift of 
thofe barons,. to. whom he was to.grant a pardon for. their connexions. with Ri- 
chard; he was aftonifhed to find,. at. the head of: them, the name of his fecond. 
fon, John +;. who had: always: been his favourite,. whofe: interefts he had ever 
anxioufly. at. heart, and. who. had. even, on account of his afcendant over him,. 
often excited the jealoufy.of Richard {, This unhappy father, already overloaded. 
with cares- and. forrows, finding this laft difappointment in his domeftic tender-. 
nefs, broke out.into expreffions of the utmoft defpair, curfed the day in which: 
he received his. miferable being, and beftowed,, on his-ungrateful andsundutiful 
ehildren,. a. malediction, which he never could be prevailed.on-to retract |}. The 


more his. heart was difpofed to friendthip-and affection, the: more he refented the- 


barbarous return, which his four fons had fucceffively made to his parental care ;- 
and this finifhing blow,. by. depriving him of every comfort in life, quite. broke 
his fpirits, and threw him into.a lingering fever, of. which he foon.after expired, . 


Chap. IX,. 
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at the caftle of. Chinon. near Saumur. His-natural fon,. Geoffrey, who alone had 6th' July: 
behaved dutifully towards him, attended his corpfe to the nunnery. of.Fontevrault5 Death 


where it lay in-ftate in the abbey-church. Next day, Richard, who:came to 
vifit the dead bedy of. his father, and who, notwithftanding: his criminal: conduct, 
was not altogether devoid of. generofity,. was {truck with horror and remorfe at 
the fight; and:as-the-affiftants- obferved,. that,. at that very inftant, blood gufhed 


out of the mouth and noftrils of the corpfe §; he exclaimed, according to a vulgar: 


fuperftition, that he was-his father’s: murderer ;.and he exprefied a. deep fenfe; 


tho’ too late, of:that undutiful. behaviour; which had brought his: parent to- an: 


untimely. grave |.. 


* M. Paris, p. 106. Bened. Abb. p. 545. Hoveden, p. 653, +‘ Hoveden, p: 654. . 
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Chap. IX! Tuus died, in the fifty-eighth year of his age and thirty-fAifth of his reign, the 
1189 —_ greateft prince of his time for wifdomy, virtue and ability, and the mot powerful | | 
and character iq extent of dominion of all thofe that had ever‘filled the throne’of England. E 
i as His charaéter, ‘both in public and’ private life, is almoft without a blemifh ; and | 
he feems to have poflefied every accomplifhment both of body and mind, which 
makes a man either eflimable or amiable. He was of a middle ftature, ftrong 
and well-proportioned 5 his countenance was lively and engaging ; his converfa- 
tion affable and entertaining 3° his elocution ‘eafy, perfuafive, and ever at com- 
mand. He loved peace, but poffefled. both bravery and conduct in war; was 
provident without timidity; fevere in the execution of juftice, without’ rigour ; 
and temperate without aufterity. He preferved health, and kept himfelf from 
corpulency, to'which he was fomewhat inclined, by an abftemious diet, ‘and by 
frequent exercife, particularly hunting. When he could enjoy Jeifure, he re- 
created himfelf either‘in learned converfation or-in reading ; and he cultivated his 
natural talents:by ftudy, above any prince of his time. © His affections, as well as 
his enmities, were warm and durable; and his long experience of the ingratitude ud 
and infidelity of men never deftroyed the natural fenfibility of his temper, which | ) 
difpofed him to friendfhip and fociety. His character has been tranfmitted ‘to us | 
by many writers, who were his contemporaries * ; and it refembles extremely, ‘ifi | 
its moft remarkable ftrokes, that of ‘his maternal orandfather Flenry 1: Except- : 
ing only that ambition, which was a ruling paffion in both, found not in the firt 
Flenry fuch unexceptionable means of exerting itfelf, and pufhed that prince into 
meafures, which were both criminal in themfelves, and were the caufe of farther 
crimes, from which his grandfon’s condué was happily exempted. 
Mifcellaneous “I's prince, like moft of his predeceffors of the Norman line, except Stephen, 
ire 1 is paffed more of his time on the continent than in this ifland: He was furrounded 
5 with the Englifh gentry and nobility, when abroad: The French gentry and . 
nobility followed him when he refided in England: Both nations a@ted in the 
government, as if-they were the fame people; and on many occafions, the les 
giflatures feem not to have been diftinguifhed.. As the King and Enelith ba- 
rons were all of them of. French extraétion, the manners of that people ac- 
quired the afcendant, and were regarded as the great models of imitation. All 
foreign improvements, therefore, fuch as they were, in literature and politenefs, | hs. 
in laws and arts, feem now to have been, ina good meafure, tran{planted’ into 
England; and that nation was become nowife inferior, in all the fathionable ac- 
complifhments, to any of its neighbours on the continent. The more homely, 
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but more fenfible manners and principles of the Saxons were exchanged for the 
affectations of chivalry, and the fubtilties.of {chool philofophy : The feudal: ideas 
of civil government, the Romith fentiments. of religion, had taken entire ‘pof- 
feffion of the people: By the former, the fenfe of fubmiffion towards princes was 
fomewhat diminifhed in the barons; by the latter, the devoted attachment to 
papal authority was much augmented among the clergy. The Norm an and other 
foreign families, eftablifhed in England, had. now ftruck deep. root; and being 
entirely coalited with the people, ,whom at firft they opprefled and defpifed, they 
no longer thought, that they needed the protection of the. crown’ for the enjoy- 
ment of their fortunes, or confidered their CUES aS precarious and Reape sant it. 
They afpired.to the fame. liberty.and independance, which. they faw enjoyed b 
their brethren on the continent, and defired to reftrain thofe exorbitant ererontiites 
and arbitrary practices, which the neceffities of war and the. violence of conquett 
had at firft obliged them. to. indulge in their monarch, That memory alfo of 
a more equal government under the Saxon princes, which ftill remained with the 
Englith, diffufed ftill farther the fpirit of liberty, and made the barons both defirous 
of more independance to-themfelves,-and willing toindulge it to the people. And 
it was not lone before this fecret revolution in the fentiments of men- produced 
firft violent convulfions in the ftate, and then an evident.alteration in the maxims 
of government. 

Tue. hiftory of all the preceding Kings of England fince, the Conquelt, give 
evident proofs of the diforders attending the feudal government; the licentioufnefs 
of the barons, their fpirit of rebellion again the prince and. laws, and-of animo- 
fity againft each other: The conduct of the barons in the tranfmarine dominions of 
thofe monarchs afforded perhaps. {till more flagrant, inftances of thefe convulfions s 
and the hiftory of. France, during feveral ages, confifts almoft entirely of narra- 
tions of this nature. [he cities, during the continuance of this violent govern- 
ment, could neither be very populous nor numerous; and there occur in- 
ftances, which feem to prove; that, tho’ thele are always. the firft feat of law and 
liberty, their police was in general very loofe and irregular, and expofed to.the 
fame diforders, with thofe by which the country was generally infefted. . It 
was a cuftom in London for great numbers, to the amount of a hundred. or 
more, of the fons and rélations of eminent citizens, to form themfelves into a li- 
centious confederacy, to. break into rich houfes and plunder them, to rob and 
murder the paffengers, and to commit with impunity all forts of diforder. By 
thefe crimes, it had become fo dangerous to walk the f{treets a-nights, that the 
citizens dared fo more to venture: abroad after funfet, than if they were expofed 


to the incurfions of a.public enemy. * The brother of the earl of Ferrars had been 
| 3 murdered 


to 
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murdered by fome of thefe nocturnal rioters ; and the death of a perfon of that 
noble birth, which was much more regarded than that of many thoufands of an 
inferior ftation, fo provoked the King, that he fwore vengeance againft the crimi- 
nals, and became thenceforth much more rigorous in the execution of the laws *. 

TuERE is another inftance given by hiftorians, which proves to what a height 
fuch riots had proceeded, and how open thefe criminals were in committing their 
robberies, A band of them had attacked the houfe of a rich citizen, with an 
intention of plundering it; had broke thro’ a ftone-wall with hammers and 
wedges; and had already entered the houfe fword in hand; when the citizen, 
armed ‘cap-a-pee and fupported by his faithful fervants, appeared in the pafiage 


to oppofe them: He cut off the right-hand of the firft robber that entered ; and 


made fuch ftout refiftance, that his neighbours had leifure to affemble, and come 
to his relief. The man, who loft his hand, was caught; and was tempted by 
the promife of pardon to reveal his confederates; among whom was one John 
Senex, efteemed among the richeft and beft born citizens of London. He was 


convicted by the ordeal trial; and tho’ he offered five hundred marks for his life, 


the King refufed the money, and ordered him to be hanged +. 


Fiewry’s exactnefs in adminiftring juftice had gained him fo great reputation, 
that even foreign and diftant princes made him an arbiter, and fubmitted their 
differences to his judgment. Sanchez, King of Navarre, having fome contro- 
verfies with Alfonzo, King of Caftile, was contented, tho’ Alfonfo had married 
the daughter of Henry, to choofe that prince for a referee; and they agreed, 
each of them, to confign three caftles into neutral hands, as a p'edge of their not 
departing from his award. Henry made the caufe be examined before his great 
council, and gave a fentence, which was willingly fubmitted to by both parties, 
Thefe two Spanifh Kings fent each a ftout champion to the court of England, in 
order to defend his caufe by arms, in cafe the way of duel had been chofen by 
Henry f. ; 

Fienry fo far abolifhed the barbarous and abfurd practice of forfeiting fhips, 
which had been wrecked on the coaft, that if one man or animal was alive in the 
fhip, the veffel and goods were reftored to the owners i]. 


Tue reign of Henry was remarkable for an innovation, which was afterwards 
catried farther by his fucceffors, and was attended with the moft important con- 
fequences to the government. This prince was difgufted with the fpecies of 
military force, which was eftablifhed by the feudal inftitutions, and which tho’ it 


.* Bened. Abb. p. 196. + Bened, Abb. 197, 198. t Rymer, vol. iv. p. 43. 
Bened. Abb. p. 172. Diceto, p. 597. Brompton, p. 1120, | Rymer, vol. i, p. 36. 
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was extremely burdenfome to the fubjeét, yet rendered very little fervice to 
the fovereign. The barons, or military tenants, came late into the field ; 
they were obliged to ferve only for forty days; they were unfkilful and diforderly 
in all their operations; and they were apt to carry into the camp the fame refrac- 
tory and independant f{pirit, to which they were accuftomed in their civil govern- 
ment. Henry, therefore, introduced the practice of making a commutation 
of their military fervice for money; and he levied fcutages from his baronies 
and’knights fees, inftead of requiring the perfonal attendance of his vaffals. 
There is mention made, in the hiftory of the exchequer, of thefe fcutages in his 
fecond, fifth, and eighteenth year *; and other writers give us an account of 
three more of them. When the prince had thus obtained money, he made a 
contract with fome of thofe adventurers, in which Europe at that time abound- 
ed: They found him foldiers of the fame character with themfelves, who were 
bound to ferve for a ftipulated time: The armies were much lefs numerous, but 
more ufeful, than when compofed of all the military vaffals of thecrown: The 
feudal inftitutions began to relax: The Kings became rapacious for money, on 
which all their power depended : The barons, feeing no end of exactions, fought 
to defend their property : and as the fame caufes had nearly the fame effect in 
the different countries of Europe, the feveral crowns either loft or acquired au- 
thority, according to their different fuccefs in this ftruggle. 

Tus prince was alfo the firft who levied a tax on the moveables or perfonal 
eftates of his fubjeéts, nobles aswell as people. Their zeal for the holy wars 
made them fubmit to this innovation ; and a precedent being once obtained, this 
taxation became, in following reigns, the ufual method of fupplying the necefii- 
ties of the crown. The tax of Danegelt, fo generally odious to the nation, was 
remitted in this reign. 

Ir was an ufual practice of the Kings of England, to repeat the ceremony of 
their coronation thrice a-year, on affembling the ftates at the three great feftivals. 
Henry, after the firft years of his reign, never renewed this ceremony, which 
was found to be very expenfive and very ufelefs. None of his fucceffors ever re- 
vived it. It is deemed a great act of grace in this prince, that he mitigated the 
rigor of the foreft laws, and punifhed any tran{greffions of them, not capitally, 
but by fines, imprifonments, and other more moderate penalties. 

Since we are here collecting fome detached inftances, which fhow the genius 
of the age, and which could not fo well enter into the body of the hiftory, ir 
may not be amifs to mention the quarrel between Roger archbifhop of York, and 


* Madox, p. 435» 430 437, 4338. + Tyrrel, vol. 2. p. 466. from the records. 
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Richard archbifhop of Canterbury. We may judge of the violence of mnili¢ary 
men and laymen, when ecclefiaftics could proceed to fuch extremities. Cardinal 
Hascuezun being fents in 1176, as legate into Britain, fummoned an aflembly 
of thei clergy at Lends ; aad as both the archbifhops pretended to fit on his 
right hand, this queftion of precedency begot a controverfy between them. The 
monks and retainers of archbifhop Richard fell upon Roger, in the prefence of 
the cardinal and of the fynod, threw him on the ground, trampled him under foot, 
and fo bruifed him: with blows, that he was taken up half dead, and his life was, 
with difficulty, faved from their violence. The archbifhop of Canterbury was 
obliged to give a large fim of ‘money to the legate, in order to fupprefs all com- 
pldints of this enormity * j 

Tuis King left meee two legitimate fons, Richard, who fucceeded him, and 
John, who inherited no territory, tho’ his father had often intended to leave him 
a part of his extenfive dominions, Fle was thence commonly denominated 
Lackland. Wenry left three legitimate daughters; Maud, born in 1156, and 
married to Henry, duke of Beene} ; Blaine biel in se and married to 
nscree: King of Caftile; Joan, born in 1165, and married to William, King 
of Sicily Tf. 

Henry is faid by antient hiftorians to have been of a very amorous difpofi- 
tion; and they mention two of his natural fons by Rofamond, daughter of ford 
Clifford, viz. Richard Longefpée, or Long-fword, (fo called from the fword he 
ufally wore) who was afterwards married to Ela, the daughter and heirefs of 
the earl of Salifbury ; and Geoffrey, firft bifhop of Lincoln, and then archbifhop 
of York. All the other circumftances of the {tory commonly told of that lady 


feem to be fabulous. 


* Bened. Abb. p. 138,139. Brompton, p. 1109. Chron, Gerv. p, 1433. Neubrig. p. 413. 
+ Diceto, p. 616. | 
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cellancous tranfactions of this reign. 


EE erty compunétion of Richard, for his undutiful behaviour towards his fa- 
ther, was very durable, and influenced him in the choice of his minifters 
and fervants after his acceffion, Thofe who had feconded and favoured his re- 
bellion, inftead of meeting with that honour and truft which they expected, were 
furprifed to find, that they-lay under difgrace with the new..King, and were on 
all occafions hated and defpifed by him. The faithful minifters of Henry, who 
had vigoroufly oppofed all the enterprizes of his fons, were received with open 
arms, and-were continued in thofe employments, which they had honourably dif- 
charged to their former mafter*. This prudent conduct might be the refult of 
reflection; but in a prince, like Richard, fo much guided bypaffion, and fo 
little by policy, it was commonly afcribed to a principle ftill more virtuous and 
more honourable. 

Ricuarp, that he might make atonement to one parent for his breach of duty 
to the other, immediately fent orders for releafing the Queen-dowager from the 
confinement in which fhe had been fo long detained ; and he entrufted her with 
the government of England, till his arrival in that kingdom. His bounty to his 
brother John was rather profufe and imprudent. Befides beftowing on him the 


_— 


county of Mortaigne in Normandy, granting him a penfion of four thoufand 


marks a-year, and marrying him to Avifa, the daughter of the earl of Glocefter, 


by whom.he inherited all the poffeffions of that opulent family; he increafed this 


> 


« Hoveden, p.655. Bened. Abb. p. 547. M. Paris, p. 107. + Ben. Abb. Pp: $49. 
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appanage, which the late King had deftined him, by other extenfive grants and: 
conceffions. He conferred on him the whole eftte of William Peverell, which. 
had efcheated to the crown: He put him in pofeffion of eight caftles, with all 
the forefts and honours annexed to them*: He delivered over to him no lefs. 
than fix. earldoms, Cornwal, Devon, Somerfet, Nottingham, Dorfet, Lanca-. 
{ter and Derby +: And endeavouring, by favours,to fix that vicious prince in his. 
duty, he put it-too. much in his power,. whenever he pleafed,. to depart: frony it. 
Tue King, impelled more by. the love of military glory than by fuperftition, | 
acted, from the beginning of his reign, as if the ole purpofe of his government. 
had been the relief of the holy land, and the recorery of Jerufalem from the Sa- 
racens. ‘This zeal againft infidels, being communtated to his fubjects, broke out. 
in London on the day of his coronation, and mad: them find a crufadé lefs dan-. 
cerous, and attended with more immediate profit. The prejudices of the age- 
had made the lending of money on intereft pafs bythe-invidious name of ufury ;. 
yet the neceffity of the praétice had ftill continued t, and the greateft part of that. 
kind of dealing fell every where into the hands of the Jews; who, being already 
infamous on account-of their religion, had no horour to lofe, and were apt to 
exercife-a profeffion, odious in: itfelf, by every kiid of rigor, and even fome- 
times by rapine and extortion. The induftry and frugality of that people had 
put them in poffeffion of all the ready: money, whch the idlenefs.and profufion 
of the Englifh; as well‘ as of other: European natons, enabled them to lend on. 
exorbitant-and unequal intereft. The monkith wriers reprefent it as a creat ftain 


on the wife and equitable government-of Henry, thit -he had carefully prote&ted ; 


this infidel race from all injuries-and-infults ; but th: zeal of Richard afforded the 
populace a pretence for exercifing their animofity againft them.. The King had 
iffued-a proclamation, prohibiting their appearance at his coronation ;. but fome - 
of them, bringing him large prefents from their. nation, prefumed,: in confidence - 
of that merit, to approach the hall in- which he-cined s and being difcovered, . 
they were expofed to the infults and injuries of the tyftanders ft. They. took to 
flight; the people purfued them ;.the ruaor was fpread, that the King had given. 
orders to mafiacre all the Jews ; a command fo agreable was executed in an ins 
ftant_on fuch as fell -into the hands of the populace ;.thofe who. had kept at. home 
were expofed to equal danger.; the people, movec by rapacity and zeal, broke 
into their houfes, which they. plundered, after hwving murdered the Owners 5. 
where the Jews barricadoed their doors, and defeided themfelves with vigour, 


* .M. Paris, p. 107. + Hoveden, p. 645... Benec, Abb. P+ 5552 577-. W. Heming,. 
p. 518. Brompton, p, 1178, Knyghton, p. 2401. T. Hoveden, p.657. Bened. Abb, 
p- 560. M. Paris, p. 108. Brompton, p. 1156. Knyghton, }- 2401. 
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the rabble fet fire to the houfes, and made way thro’ the flames to exercife their 
pillage and violence*; the ufual licentioufnefs of London, which the fovereign 
power with difficulty reftrained, broke out.with fury, and continued thefe out- 
rages ;. the: houfes of the rich citizens, tho’ Chriftians, were next attacked and 
plundered + and wearinefs and fatiety at laft put an end to the diforder: Yet 
when the King impowered Glanville, the jufticiary, to inquire into the authors 
of thefe crimes,. the guilt was found to-involve fo many of the moft confiderable 
inhabitants, that it was deemed more prudent to drop the profecution ; and very 
few fuffered the punifhment due to this enormity f, But the diforder ftopped nat 
at London.. The inhabitants of the other cities. of England, hearing of this exe- 
cution of the Jews, imitated the barbarous example ||; and in York, five hundred 
of that nation, who-had'retired into the caftle for fafety, and found themfelves un- 
able to defend the place, murdered their own wives and children, threw the dead 
bodies. over.the walls upon the populace, and then fetting fire to the houfes, pe- 
rifhed in the flames §: The gentry of the neighbourhood, who were all indebted 
to the Jews, ran.to-the cathedral, where their. bonds were kept, and made a folemn 
bonefire of the papers before the altar... 

Tue antient fituation of England, when the people poffeffed little riches and 
the public no credit, made it impoffible for the fovereigns to bear the. expences of 
a fteady or*durable war; even on their frontiers ;- much lefs could they find regu- 
lar means for the fupport of fuch diftant expeditions as thofe into Paleftine, which 
were more the refult of popular frenzy than of fober reafon or deliberate policy. 
Richard, therefore, knew, that he muft carry. with him all the treafure requifite 
for his enterprize,.and: that boththe remotenefs of his own country and its po- 
verty made“it unable to furnifh him with thofe continued fupplies, which the exi- 
gencies of fo perilous a war muft neceffarily require. His father had left hima 
treafure of above an hundred thoufand marks*; and the King, negligent of 
every intereft, but that of prefent. glory,. endeavoured to augment this fum by 
all expedients,. however: pernicious.to the public, or dangerous to royal autho- 
rity +: He put to fale the revenues and manors of the crown ; the offices of 
oreateft truft. and power, even thofe of forefter and. fheriff, which antiently were 
fo important t, became venal; the dignity of chief jufticiary, in-whofe hands 


* Ann, Waverl. p. 163. Knyghton,; p, 2401. +- Hoveden, p. 657. Bened. Abb. p. 560. 
M. Paris, p. 108. W. Heming. p: 514. t Diceto, p. 647. Knyghton, p. 2401. 

| Chron, de Dunft. p. 43... Wykes, p. 34. W. Heming. p. 516.. Diceto, p. 651. 

§. Hoveden, p. 665. Bened. Abb. p. 586. M. Paris, p. 111. 4+ W. Heming. p. 518. 

* Hoveden, p. 656. + Bened. Abb. p. 568. 
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revenue committed to-him in the.county. . See Hale of Sheriffs Accounts. 
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was lodged the whole execution of the laws, was fold to Hugh de Puzas, bifhop 
of Durham, for a thoufand- marks; the fame prelate bought the earldom of Nor- 
thumberland for his life *; many of the champions of the crofs, who had repented 
of their vow, purchafed the liberty of violating it; and Richard, who ftood lefs 
in need of men than money, readily, on thefe conditions, difpenfed with their at- 
rendance. Elated with the hopes of fame, which in that age attended no wars 
but thofe aeainft the infidels, he was blind to every other confideration ; and when 
fome of his wifer minifters objected againft this diffipation-of the revenue and 
power of the crown, he replied, that he would fell London itfelf, if he could find 
a purchafer +. Nothing indeed could be a {tronger proof how negligent he was of 
all future interefts in comparifon of the crufade, than his felling, for fo fmall-a fum 
as 10,c0oo marks, the vaffalace of Scotland, together with the fortreffes of Rox- 
borough and Berwic, the greateft acquifition which had been made by his father 
during the courfe of his victorious reign ; and his accepting the homage of William 
‘in the ufual terms, merely for the territories. which that prince held in England ¢. 
‘Numerous exactions were practifed on the Englifh of all ranks and ftations : Me- 
naces were employed both againift the innocent and the guilty, in order to force 
money from them: And where a pretence was wanting againft the rich, the King 
obliged them, by the fear of his difpleafure, to lend him fums, which, he knew, 
it would never be in his power to repay. ‘ 

Bur Richard, tho’ he facrificed every intereft and confideration to the fuccefs 
of this pious enterprize, carried fo little the appearance of fanctity in his condué, 
that Falk, curate of Neuilly, a zealous preacher of the crufade, who from that 
merit had acquired the privilege of {peaking the boldeft truths, advifed him torrid 
himfelf of his notorious vices, particularly his pride, avarice, and voluptuoufnels, 
winch he called the King’s three favourite daughters.  20u coun/el weil, replied 
Richard ; and I hereby difpofe of the firft tothe Templars, of the fecond to ihe Bene- 
difiines, and of the third to my prelates. 

Ricwarp, jealous of attempts which might be made on Eneland during his 
abfence, laid prince John, as well as his natural brother Geoffrey, archbifhop of 
York, under engagements, confirmed by their oaths, that neither of them thould 
enter that kingdom till his return ; tho’ he thought proper, before his departure, 
to. withdraw this prohibition |. The adminiftration was left in the ‘hands of 
riugh, bifhop of Durham, and-of Longchamp, bithop of Ely, whom: he ap- 
pointed jufticiaries and guardians of the realm§. The latter was a Norman of 


* M. Paris, p. 109. + W. Heming. p. 519. Knyghton, 02. t Hoveden, 
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mean birth;-and ofa violent character ; who by art and addrefs had infinuated Ch2p- X. 
> 


himfelf into favour, whom Richard had created chancellor, and whom he had en- 
gaged the Pope alfo.to-inveft with the legatine authority, that, by centering every 
kind of: power in his perfon, he might the better enfure the public tranquillity *. 
All the military and turbulent fpirits flocked about the perfon of the King, and 
were impatient to diftinguifh themfelves again{t the infidels in Afia; whither his 
inclinations, his engagements, led him, and whither he was impelled by meflages 
from the King of France, ready to embark in this enterprize |. 

Tue Emperor Frederic, a prince of great fpirit and conduct, had already taken 
the road to Paleftine at the head of 150,000 men, collected from Germany and 
all the northern ftates ;.and having furmounted every obftacle thrown in his way 
by the artifices of the Greeks and the power.of the infidels, had penetrated to the 
borders of Syria; when, bathing in the.cold river Cydnus, during the greateft 
heat of the fummer-feafon, he was feized with a mortal diftemper, which put an 
end to his life and his rath enterprize {. His army under the command of his fon 
Conrade, reached Paleftine; but was fo diminifhed by fatigue, famine, maladies, 
and the {word, that it fcarce amounted to eight thoufand men; and was infufficient 
to make any progrefs againft the great power, valour, and conduct of Saladin. 
Thefe reiterated calamities, attending the crufades, had taught the Kings of France 
and England the neceflity of trying another road to the holy land; and they de- 


co 
NT) 


termined to conduct their armies thither by fea, to carry provifions along with 
them, and by means of their naval power to maintain an open communication with 
their own ftates, and with the weftern parts of Europe. The firft place of ren- 


1 


} 


and Philip and Richard, on their arrival there, found their armies amount to 
Pp 
d ion, conduct- 


100,000 men §; an invincible force, animated with glory and relis 
ed by two warlike monarchs, provided with every thing which their feveral domi- 
nions could afford, and not to be overcome but by their own mifconduct, or by 


the un{urmountable obftacles of nature. 


1189. 


: ; | a “<7 sa | 1190. 
dezvous was appointed in the plains of Vezelay, on the borders of Burgundy ||; zoth June. 


Tue French prince and the Einglifh here reiterated their promifes of mutual king fets out 


- . 1 } me en, - “s 7 i tal a : ee 4 ryt +4 +7 +c j } in nie )I 
friend{hips pledged their faith n.t to invade each other’s dominions during the ©? | 
‘ 7 = a es SES 7 aS . 5 : wr : ' a “ , oS he ive 
eruifades exchanged the oaths of all their barons and prelates to the lame effect, 
-1°.0 , . ssi eS se Pamtioane. if 
and fubjeCted themielves to the pi naltv’-of interdi¢ts and excommmunications, 1 


they fhould ever’ violate this public a dfolemn engagement |. They then fepa- 
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Chap. X. ratéd; Phiip took the road te Genoa, Richard that to Marfeilles, with a view of 
3° meeting their fleets, which were feverally appointed to rendezvous in thefe har- 
‘‘bours*. ‘They put to fea; and nearly about the fame time, were obliged, by 
14th Septem. ftre{s of weather, to take fhelter in Meffina, where they were detained during the 
whole winter. This event laid the foundation of animofities, which proved fatal 

to their enterprize. ’ 


Ricuarp and Philip were, by the fituation and extent of their dominions, ri- 
vals in power ; by their age and inclinations, competitors for glory ; and thefe 
caufes of emulation, which, had the princes been employed in the field againft 
the common enemy, might have ftimvlated them to martial enterprizes, foon 
excited, during the prefent leifure and repofe, quarrels berween monarchs of fuch 
a fiery character. Equally haughty, ambitious, intrepid, and inflexible ; they 
Were irritated with the leaft appearance of injury, and were incapable, by mutual 
condefcenfions, to efface thofe caufes of complaint, which unavoidably arofe be- 
tween them. Richard, candid, fincere, undefigning, impolitic, violent, laid 
himfelf open, on every occafion, to the defigns of his antagonift ; who, provi- 
dent, interefted, deceitful, failed not to take all advantages againft him: And 
thus, both the circumftances of their difpolition in which they were fimilar, and 
thofe in which they differed, rendered it impoffible for them to perfevere in that 
harmony, which was fo effential to the fuccefs of their undertaking, 

‘Tranfaftions “Tue laft King of Sicily and Naples was William II. who had married Joan, 
an.Sicily, ter to Richard, and who, dying without iffue, had bequeathed his dominions to 
his paternal aunt, Conftantia, the only legitimate offspring furviving of Roger, 
the firft fovereign of thofe ftates who had ‘been honoured with the royal title. 
This princefs had, in expectation of that rich inheritance, been married to Hen- 
ry VI. the prefent Emperor +; but Tancred, her natural brother, had fixed 
fuch an intereft among the barons, that, taking advantage of Henry’s abfence, 


he had acquired poffeffion of the throne, and maintained his claim, by force of | 


arms, againft all the efforts of the Germanst. The approach of the crufaders 
naturally gave him apprehenfions for his unftable government ; and he was un- 
certain, whether he had moft reafon to dread the prefence of the French or of the 
Englith monarch. Philip was engaged in ftri& alliance with the Emperor, his - 
competitor: Richard was difgufted by his rigors towards the Queen-dowager, | 
whom the Sicilian prince had confined in Palermo ; becaufe the had oppofed with 
all her intereft his fucceffion to the crown. Tancred, therefore, fenfible of the 


* Hoveden, p. 666. Bened. Abb. p. soo. M. Paris, p. 112. Diceto, p. 605. 
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prefent neceffity, refolved to pay court to both thefe forrnidable princes ; and he 
was not unfuccefsful in his endeavours. He perfuaded Philip that it was highly 
improper for him to interrupt his enterprize againft the infidels, by any attempt 
again{ft a Chriftian prince: He reftored Queen Joan to her liberty; and even 
found means to make an alliance with Richard, who ftipulated by treaty to matry 
his nephew, Arthur, the young duke of Brittany, to one of the daughters of 
Tancred*. But before thefe terms of friendfhip were agreed on, Richard, jea- 
lous both of Tancred and of the inhabitants of Meffina, had taken up his quarters 
in the fuburbs, and had poffeffed himfelf of a {mall fort, which commanded the 
harbour ; and he remained extremely on his guard againft their enterprizes. The 
citizens took umbrage: Mutual infults and attacks paffed between them and the 
Englith: Philip, who had quartered his troops in the town, endeavoured to ac- 
commodate the quarrel, and held a conference with Richard for that purpofe. 
While the two Kings, meeting in the open fields, were engaged in difcourfe on 
this fubject, a body of thefe Sicilians feemed to be drawing towards them; and 
Richard pufhed forwards, in order to inquire into the reafon of this extraordinary 
movement t. ‘The Englifh, infolent from their power, and inflamed with former 


animofities, wanted but a pretence for attacking the Meffinefe’; and they foon 


chafed them from the field, drove them into the town, and entered with them at 
the gates. The King employed his authority to reftrain them from pillaging and 
maflacring the defencelefs inhabitants ; but he gave orders, in token of his victorys 
that the ftandard of England fhould be ereéted on the walls. Philip, who con- 
fidered that place as his quarters, exclaimed againft the infult, and ordered fome 
‘of his troops to pull down the ftandard:: But Richard informed him by a meffen- 
ger, that tho’ he himfelf would willingly remove that groundof offence, he would 
not permit it to be done by others ; and if the French King attempted fuch an in- 
fult upon him, he fhould not fucceed but by the utmoft effufion of blood. Phi- 
lip, contented with this {pecies of haughty fubmiffion, recalled his orders}. The 
difference was feemingly accommodated ; but left ftill the remains of rancour and 
jealoufy in the breaft of the two monarchs. 


Tancrep, who, for his own fecurity, defired to inflame their mutual hatred, 
practifed an artifice, which might have been attended with confequences ftill more 
fatal. He fhowed Richard a letter, figned by the French King, and delivered 
him, as he pretended, by the duke of Burgundy ; in which that monarch de- 
fired Tancred to fall upon the quarters of the Englifh, and promifed to affit 


* Hoveden, p. 676, 677. Bened. Abb, p. 6is. + Bened. Abb, p. 608, 
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him in putting them to the fword, as common enemies, The unwary Richard 
gave credit to the information ; but was too candid not to betray his. difcontent 
to Philip, who abfolutely denied the letter, and charged the Sicilian prince with 
forgery and falfehood. Richard either was, or pretended to be, entirely fatisfied *.. 
Lest thefe jealoufies and complaints fhould multiply between them, it was pro- 
pofed, that, by a folemn treaty, they thould cut off the root of all future differen- 
ces, and adjuft every point which could poffibly hereafter beceme-a controverfly 
between them. But this expedient ftarted a new difpute, which: might have prov- 
ed more dangerous than any of the foregoing, and which deeply. concerned the 
honour of Philip’s family. When Richard, in every treaty with Henry Il. in- 
fitted fo ftrenuoufly on being allowed to marry Alice of France, he had only: 
fought a pretence for quarrelling ; and never meant to take into his bed-a princefs. 
fufpected of a criminal amour with his own father.. After he became mafter, he 
no longer talked of compleating that alliance : He even took meafures for efpour 
fing Berengaria, daughter of Sanchez, King of Navarre, with whom he had be-. 
come enamoured during his abode in Guienne +: Queen Eleanor was daily expec- 
ted with that princefs at Meffina {: And when Philip renewed to him his applica» 
tions for efpoufing his fitter Alice, Richard was obliged to give him an abfolute. 
refufal. It is pretended by Hoveden and other hiftorians 4, that he was.able to. 
produce fuch convincing proofs of Alice’s infidelity, and even of her having born. 
a child to Henry, that her brother defifted from his applications, and chofe to. 
wrap up the difhonour of his family in filence and oblivion. It is certain, from 
the treaty itfelf, which yet remains §, that, whatever were his motives, he per- 
mitted Richard to give his hand to Berengaria ; and having fettled all other con-. - 
troverfies with that prince, he immediately fet {ail for the holy, land. Richard: 
awaited fome time the arrival of his mother and bride; and when they joined him, 
he feparated his fleet into two fquadrons, and fet forward on his enterprize. Queen 


Eleanor returned to England ; but Berengaria, and the Queen-dowager of Sicily, 
his filter, attended him on the expedition 4. 


Tue Englifh fleet, on leaving the port of Meffina, met with a furious-tempett ;- 
and the fquadron, on which the two princefles were embarked, was drove on the 
coaft of Cyprus, and fome of the veffels were wrecked near Limiff> in that: ifland. 
Ifaac, prince of Cyprus, who affumed the magnificent title of Emperor, pillaged 
the fhips that were flranded, threw the feamen and pailengers into prifon, and 
even refufed to the princeffes liberty, in their dangerous fituation, of entering. 


* Hoveden, p. 688.- Bened. Abb. p. 64.2, 643. Brompton,. p. 11gs: t Vinifauf, p, 316. 
{ M, Paris, p. 112. Trivet, p. roz. W. Fleming. p. 519. || Hoveden, p; 688, 
§ Rymer, vol. x. p»€9, Chron. de Dunft. Pp» 44. + Bened. Abb. p. 644,: 
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the harbour of Limiflo *. But Richatd, who arrived foon after, took ample 
engeance on him for the injury. He difembarked his troops; defeated the ty- 
rant, who oppofed his landing ; entered Limiffo by ftorm; gained next day a 
fecond viétory 5 obliged Ifaac to furrender at difcretion ; and eftablifhed governors 
over the ifland +. The Greek prince, being thrown into prifon and loaded with 
irons, complained of the little regard with which he was treated : Upon which, 
Richard ordered’ filver fetters to be made for him ; and this Emperor, pleafed 
with the diftinction, exprefied a fenfe of the generofity of his conqueror T. Se 
King here efpoufed Berengaria ||, who, immediately embarking, carried along 
with her to Paleftine the daughter of the Cypriot prince ; a dangerous rival, 
who was believed to have feduced the affe€tions of her hufband. Such were 
the libertine chara€ter and conduct of the heroes engaged in this pious enter- 


prize . 


12th May. 


Tue Englifh army arrived in time to partake in the glory of the fiege of Acre The Kino’s 


din and the Saracens. ‘The remains of the German army, conducted by the Em- 
peror Frederic, and the feparate bodies of adventurers, who continually poured in 
from the weft, had enabled the King of Jerufalem to form this important enter- 
prize §: But Saladin, having thrown a ftrong garrifon into the place under the 
command of Caracos |, his own mafter in the art of war, and molefting the be- 
fiegers with continual attacks and inroads, had protracted the fuccefs of the en- 
terprize, and wafted the force of his enemies. The arrival of Philip and Ri- 
chard: infpired new life into the Chriftians ; and thefe princes, acting by concert, 


and fharing the honour and danger of every action, gave hopes of a final victory 


over the infidels. They agreed on this plan of operations: When the French 
monarch attacked the town, the Englifh guarded the trenches : Next day, when 
the Enelith prince conducted the affault, the French fucceeded him in providing 
for the fafety of the affailants. The emulation between thefe rival Kings and rival 
nations produced extraordinary acts of valour ; and Richard in particular, ani- 
mated with a more precipitate courage than Philip, and more agreeable to the 
romantic fpirit of that age, drew to himfelf the attention of all the world, and ac- 
quired a great and fplendid reputation. But this harmony was of very fhort du- 


* Vinifauf, p. 319, 320. W. Heming. p. 523. + Bened, Abb. p. 645. Trivet, p. 103. 

+ Bened, Abb, p. 650.. Ann, Waverl. p. 164. Vinifauf, p. 328. W.Heming. p. 523. 

|| Hoveden, p. 692. Bened. Abb. p, 650. Knyghton, p. 2404. § Vinifauf, p. 269, 
271 279s 4 Diceto, p. 664. 
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ration; and occafions of difcord foon.arofe between thefe jealous and haughty 
“princes. | 

Tue family of Boulogne, which had been firft placed on the throne of Jeru- 
falem, ending in a female, Fulk, count of Anjou, grandfather to Henry II. of 
England, married the heirefs of that kingdom, and tranfmitted his title to the 
younger branches of his family. The Anjevin race, ending alfo in a female, 


Guy de Lufignan, by efpoufing Sibylla, the heirefs, had fucceeded to the title ;. 


and though he loft his kingdom by the invafion of Saladin, he was {till acknow- 


ledged by all the Chriftians for King of Jerufalem *. But as Sibylla died without- 
iffue, during the fiege of Acre, Ifabella, her younger fifter, put in her claim to. 


that titular. kingdom, and required Lufignan to refign his pretenfions to her huf- 


band Conrade,. marquis of Montferrat. Lufignan, maintaining that the royal. 
title was unalienable and indefeazable, had recourfe to the protection of Richard, . 
attended on him before he left Cyprus, and engaged him to embrace his caufe +,. 
There needed no other reafon for throwing Philip into the party of Conradé ; and. 
the oppofite views of thefe great monarchs brought faction and diffention into the - 
Chriftian army, and retarded all’ its operations ft. The Templars, the Genoefe,. 
and the Germans, declared for Philip and Conrade ; the Flemings, the Pifans, . 
the knights of the hofpital of St. John, adhered to Richard and Lufignan. But- 


notwithftanding thefe difputes, as the lenoth of the fiege had reduced 
garrifon to the Jaft extremity, they furrendéred themfelves prifoners of war ; fti-- 


pulated, for the faving their lives, other advantages to the chriftians |, fuch as ~ 


the reftoring of prifoners, andthe delivery of the wood of the true crofs § ; and. 
this great enterprize, which-had long engaged the attention of all Europe and. 
Afia, was at laft, after the lofs of 300,000 men, brought to a happy period: . 
Burt Philip, inftead of purfuing the hopes of farther conquefts, and redeeming - 
the holy city from flavery, being difgufted with the -afcendant .affumed and ac-- 
quired by Richard, and having, views of many.advantages, which he might reap . 
by his prefence in Europe,. declared, his refolution of returning into France; and. 
he pleaded his bad ftate of health as an excufe for his defertion of the common 
caufe1. He left, however, to. Richard ten thoufand of his troops, under .the 
command of the duke of Burgundy ; and he renewed his oath never to commence 
hoftilities againft that prince’s dominions during his- abfence. But he had no. 
fooner reached Italy than he applied to. Pope Celeftine III. for a difpenfation.. 


* Vinifauf, p. 281. + Trivet, p. 104. Vinifauf, p. 342. W. Heming. p. 524. . 
} Hoveden, p. 693. M. Paris, pe 11s. W. Heming. p. 524. Knyghton, Pp. 2405. 

| Hoveden, p. 695, M. Paris, Ps 14S .. § Vinifauf, p. 341. 

+ Bened. Abb. p. 667. -Vinifauf, P- 343. W.Heming. p. 527. Knyghton, .p. 2405... 
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from this vow *3. and when denied that requeft, he ftill proceeded, tho’ after a Chap. x. ; 
more covert manner, in a project, which the prefent fituation of England render- — ''9!- 
ed fo inviting, and which gratified, in fo eminent a degree, both his refentment 

and his ambition. 

ImMMepIATELY after Richard had left England, and begun his march to the pjforders ia 
holy land, the two prelates, whom he had appointed guardians of the realins England. . > 
broke out into the fierceft animofities againft each other, and threw the whole 
kingdom into combuttion. Longchamp, prefumptuous in his nature, elated by 
the favour of his matter, and armed with.the legatine commiffion, could not fub- 
mit to an equality with the bifhop of Durham ; and even went fo far as to arreft 
the perfon of his colleague, and to extort from him a refignation of the earldom 
of Northumberland, and of his other dignities, as the price of his liberty +. 

The King informed of thefe diffenfions, ordered, by letters from Marfeilles, 
that the bifhop fhould be reinftated in all his offices ; but Longchamp had ftill 
the boldnefs to refufe compliance, on pretence that he himfelf was better ac- 
guainted with the King’s fecret intentions t. He proceeded ftill to govern the 
kingdom by his fole authority ; to treat all the nobility with the greateft arro- 
gance; and to difplay his power and riches with an invidious oftentation. He 
never travelled without a ftrong guard of fifteen hundred foreign foldiers, col- 
lected from that licentious tribe with which the age was generally infefted || : 
Nobles and knights were proud of being admitted into his train§: His retinue 
wore the afpect of royal magnificence : And when, in his progrefs through the 
kingdom, he lodged in any monaftery, his attendants, it is faid, were fufficient 
to devour, in one night, the revenue of feveral years |. The King, who was 
detained in Europe longer than the haughty prelate expected, hearing of this 
oftentation, which exceeded even what the habits of that age indulged to ecclefi- 
aftics ; being alfo informed of the infolent, tyrannical. conduct of his minifter ; 
thought proper to reftrain his exorbitant power ; and he fent new orders, ap- 
pointing Walter archbifhop of Roiien, William Marefhal earl of Strigul,.Geof- 
frey Fitz-Peter, William Briewere, and Hugh Bardolf, counfellors.to Long- 
champ, and commanding him to take no meafures of importance without their 
concurrence and approbation *. But fuch general terror had this man imprefied 
by his violent conduct, that even the-archbifhop of Rotien and the earl of Strigui 
durft not produce this mandate of the King ;. and Longchamp {till maintained an 


* Bened. Abb. p. 720, W.Heming. p. 527. Brompton, p. 1221. + Hoveden, ps 665. 
Knyghton, p. 2403. + W. Heming.. p. 528. . || Hoveden;.p. 702. 

§. M. Paris, p. 114. W..Heming. p. 523: |. Hoveden, p. 680... Bened. Abb. p. 626, 
200. Brompton, p, 1193. * Hoveden, p. 687. Bened. Abb, p. 640. Diceto, p, O59: 
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Chap. X. -uncontrouled authority over the nation*. But when he proceeded fo far as to 
"2" throw into prifon Geoffrey arehbifhop of York, who had oppofed his meafures +, 
this breach of ecclefiattical prfvileges excited fuch an univerfal ferment, that prince 
John, difgufted with the {mall fhare he poffeffed in the government, and perfon- 
ally difobliged by Longchamp, ventured to fummon at Reading a general coun- 
cil of the nobility and prelates, and cite him to appear before them. Longchamp 
thought it dangerous to entruft his perfon in their hands, and he fhut himfelf up 
in the tower of London {: But being foon obliged to furrender that fortrefs, he 
fled beyond fea, concealed under a female habit, and was deprived of his offices 
of chancellor and chief jufticiary; the laft of which was conferred on the arch- 
bifhop of Rotien, a prelate of great prudence and moderation |- The office of 
legate, however, which had been renewed to Longchamp by Pope Celeftine, ftilj f 
gave him, notwithftanding his abfence, great authority in the kingdom, enabled f 
him to difturb the government, and forwarded the views of Philip, who watched 
every opportunity of annoying Richard’s dominions. ‘That monarch firt attempt- - oe 
rig2e ed to carry open war into Normandy ; but as the French nobility refufed to follow i 
him in an invafion of a ftate which they had fworn to protect, and as the Pope, 
who was the general guardian of all princes that had taken the crofs, threatened 
him with ecclefiaftical cenfures, he defifted from his enterprize, and employed a- 
gainft England the expedient of fecret policy and intrigue. He debauched prince 
John from his allegiance; promifed him his fifter Alice in marriage ; offered to 
give him poffeffion of all Richard’s tranfmarine dominions; and had not the au - 
thority of Queen Eleanor, and the menaces of the Englifh council prevailed over 
the inclinations of that turbulent prince, he was ready to have croffed the feas, 
and to have put in execution his criminal enterprizes. 


The King’s Tug jealoufy of Philip was every moment excited by the glory which the he 

ea roe actions of Richard were gaining him in the Eaft, and which, being com- 
pared to his own defertion of that popular caufe, threw a double luftre on his ri- 
val. His envy, therefore, prompted him to obfcure that fame, which he had . 
not equalled ; and he embraced every pretence of throwing the moft violent and 
moft improbable calumnies on the King of England. There was a petty prince 
in Afia, commonly called The old man of the mountain, who had acquired fuch 
an afcendant over his fanatical fubjeéts, that they paid the moft implicit deference 
to all his commands; efteemed affaffination meritorious, when fanctified by his 


mandate ; courted danger, and even certain death, in the execution of his orders; 
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and fancied, that where they facrificed their lives for his fake, the highelt joys 
of paradife were the infallible reward of their devoted obedience *, It was the 
cuftom of this prince, when he imagined himfelf injured, to difpatch fecretly fome 
of his fubjects againft the agereflor, to charge them with the execution of his re- 
venge, to inftruct them in every art of difguifing their purpofe ; and no precau- 
tion was fufficient to guard any man, however powerful, againft the attempts of 
thefe fubtle and determined ruffians. The greateft monarchs ftood in awe of this 
prince of the aflaffins, (for that was the name of his people ; whence the word 
has been transferred into moft European languages) and it was the higheft indif- 
cretion of Conrade, marquis of Montferrat, to offend and affront him. The in- 
habitants of Tyre, who were governed by that nobleman, had put to death fome 
of this dangerous people: The prince demanded fatisfaction ; for as he piqued 
himfelf on never beginning any offence +, he had his regular and eftablifhed for- 
malities in requiring atonement : Conrade treated his meflengers with difdain : 
The prince iffued his fatal orders: Two of his fubje¢ts, who had infinuated them- 
felves. in difguife among Conrade’s guards, openly, in the ftreets of Sidon, put 
him to death ; and when they were feized and condemned to the moft cruel tor- 
tures, they triumphed amidft their agonies, and rejoiced that they had been de- 
ftined by heaven to fuffer in fo juft and meritorious a caufe, 


Every one in Paleftine knew from what hand the blow came. Richard was 
entirely free from fufpicion. Though that monarch had formerly maintained the 
caufe of Lufignan againft Conrade, he had become fenfible of the bad effects attend- 
ing thefe difienfions, and had voluntarily conferred on the former the kingdom of 
Cyprus, on condition that he fhould refign to his rival all pretenfions to the crown 
of Jerufalem ft. Conrade himfelf, with his dying breath, had recommended his 
widow to the protection of Richard || 5. the prince of the affaffins avowed the ac- 
tion in a formal narrative which he fent to Europe § yet, on this foundation, the 
King of France thought fit tq build the moft egregious calumnies, and to impute 
to Richard the murder of the marquis of Montferrat, whofe elevation he had once 
openly oppofed. He filled ali Europe with exclamations againft the-crime § ap- 
pointed a. guard to his own perfon, inorder to defend himfelf againft a like at- 
tempt |; and endeavoured, by thefe fhallow artifices, to cover the infamy of at- 
tacking the dominions of a prince, whom -he himfelf had deferted, and who was 
engaged with fo much glory in a war, univerfally acknowledged to be the com- 


mon caufe of Chriftendom,. 


* W. Heming. p. 532. Brompton, p. 1243: + Rymer, vol.1: p. 71. { Vinifauf, 
P- 391. || Brompton, p. 1243, § Rymer, vol. 1. p.71. Trivet, p. 124. Ws 
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But Richard’s heroic actions in Paleftine were the beft apology for his conduct. 
“The chriftian adventurers under his command determined, on Opening the cam- 
paign, to attempt the fiege of Afcalon, in order to prepare the way for that of Je- 
rufalem ; and they marched along the fea-coaft with that intention.- Saladin pro- 
pofed to intercept their paffage ; and he placed himfelf on the road with an army, 
amounting to 300,000 combatants. On this -occafion was fought one of the 
greateft battles of that age; and the moft celebrated, for the military genius of the 
commanders, for the number and valour of the troops, and for the great variety 
of events which attended it, Both the right wing of the Chriftians, commanded 
by d’Aveines, and the left, headed by the duke: of Burgundy, were, in the be- 
ginning of the day, broken and defeated; when Richard, who led on the main 
body, reftored the battle; attacked the enemy with admirable intrepidity and 
prefence of mind; performed the part both of a confummate general and gallant 
doldier ; and not only gave his two wings leifure to recover from their confufion, 
but obtained a compleat vittory over the Saracens, of whom forty thoufand are 
faid to have perifhed in the field *. Afcalon foon after fell into the hands of the 
Chriftians: Other fieges were carried on with fuccefs : Richard was even able to 
advance within fight of Jerufalem, the objeé&t of all his enterprizes ; when he 
had the mortification to find, that he muft abandon all hopes of immediate fuc- 
cefs, and muft put a ftop to his career of victory. The-crufaders, animated with 
an-enthufiaftic ardor for the holy wars, broke at firft thro’ all regards to fafety 
or intereft in the profecution of their purpofe; and trufting to the immediate 
afliftance of heaven, fet nothing before their eyes but fame and victory in this 
world, and a crown of glory inthe next. But long abfence from home, fatigue, 
-difeafe, want, and the varieties of fuccefs which naturally attend war, had ora- 
dually abated that fury, which nothing was able directly to withftand ; and every 
One, except the King of England, exprefled a defire of {peedily returning into 
Europe. The Germans and the Italians declared their refolution of defifting 
from the enterprize: The French were ftill more obftinate in this purpofe: The 
duke of Burgundy, in order to pay court to Philip, took all opportunities of 
mortifying and oppofing Richard +: And there appeared an abfolute neceffity of 
abandoning for the prefent all hopes of farther conqueft, and of fecuring the acqui- 
fitions of the Chriftians by an accommodation with Saladin. Richard, therefore, © 
concluded a truce with that monarch ; and ftipulated, that Acre, Joppa, and o- 
ther feaport towns of Paleftine, fhould remain in the hands of the Chriftians, and 
that every one of that religion fhould have liberty to perform his pilgrimage 


* Hoveden, p. 698. Bened. Abb. P.-677. Diceto, p. 662, Brompton, p. 1214. 
t+ Vinifauf, p. 38, ) 
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to Jerufalem unmolefted *, This truce was concluded for three years, three hap. X, 
months, three weeks, three days, and three hours; a magical number, which ‘1192: 
had probably been devifed by the Europeans, and which was fuggefted by a fu- 
perftition well fuited to the*obyject of the war. 


Tue liberty in which Saladin indulged the Chriftians, to perform their pilgri- 
mages to Jerufalem, was an eafy facrifice on his part ; and the furious wars, which 
he waged in defence of the barren territory of Judea, were not with him, as with 
the European adventurers, the refult of fuperftition, but of policy. The advantage 
indeed of fcience, moderation, humanity, was at that time entirely on the fide of 
the Saracens; and this gallant emperor, in particular, difplayed, during the courfe 
of the war, a {pirit and generofity, which even his bigotted enemies were obliged 
to acknowledge and admire. Richard, equally martial aiid brave, carrie’ with 
him more of the barbarian character ; and was guilty of aéts of ferocity, which 
throw a ftain on his celebrated victories. When Saladin refufed to ratify the ca- 
pitulation of Acre, the King of England ordered all his prifoners, to the number 
of five thoufand, to be hucchered : ; and the Saracens found themfelves obliged 
to retaliate upon the Chriftians by a like cruelty +. Saladin died at Damafcus 
foon after the conclufion of the truce with the princes of the crufade; and it is 
memorable, that, before he expired, he ordered his winding: theet to be carried as a 
{tandard thro’ every ftreet of the city ; while a crier went before, and proclaimed 
with a loud voice, This is all that remains to the mighty Saladin, the conqueror of the 
Eaft. By his laft will, he ordered charities to be diftributed to the poor, without 
diflin€tion of Jew, Chriftian, or Mahometan. 

Tere remained, after the truce, no bufinefs of importance to-detain Richard The Kip 37s 
in Paleftine ; and the intelligence which he received, of the intrigues of his bro- retern from 
ther John, and of the Kida: of France, made him fenfible, that his prefence was “peas 
neceflary in Europe {. As he dared not to pafs thro’ France, he failed to the 
Adriatic: and being fhipwrecked near Aquileia, he put on the difguife of a pil- 
grim, with a purpofe of taking his journey fecretly thro’ Germany. Purfued by 
the governor of Iftria |], he was forced out of the dire&t road to England, and 
was obliged to pafs by Vienna; where his expences and liberalities betrayed the 
monarch in the habit of che pilgrim; and he was arrcfted by orders of Leopolds zothDecemb. 
duke of Auftria §. This prince had ferved under Richard at the fiege of Acre ; 
but being difgufted by fome infult of this haughty monarch, he was fo ungene- 
rous as to feize the prefent opportunity of gratifying at once his avarice and re- 


1193. 
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venge; and he threw the King into prifon *. The Emperor, Henry VI. who: 
alfo. confidered Richard as an enemy, On account of the alliance contracted by 
him with Tancred, King of Sicily, difpatched meflengers to the duke of Auftria,. 
required the royal prifoner to be delivered to him, and ftipulared a large fum of 
money as a reward for this fervice +. Thus, the King of England, who hid 
filled the whole world with his renown and glory, found himfelf, during the 
moft critical ftate of his affairs, confined to a dungeon, and loaded with irons, 
in the heart of Germany }, and entirely at the mercy of his enemies, the bateft 
and moft fordid of mankind. 

Tue Englifh council were aftonifhed-on receiving this fatal intelligence; and’ 
forefaw all the dangerous confequences, which might naturally arife from that 
event. ‘The Queen-dowager wrote reiterated letters to Pope Celeftine ; exclaim- 
ing againft the injury which her fon had fuftained, reprefenting the impiety of 
detaining in prifon the moft illuftrious prince who. had yet carried the banners of 
Chrift into the holy land; claiming the protection of the apoftolic fee, which 
was due even to the meaneft of thefe adventurers ; and upbrai:!ing the Pope, that in 
a caufe where juftice, religion, and the dignity of the church, were fo much con- 
ecrned ; a caufe, which it might well befit his Holinefs himfelf to fupport by tak- 
ing in perfon a journey.into Germany, the fpiritual thuners fhould be fo long 
fufpended over thefe facrilegious offenders ||. The zeal of Celeftine correfponded 
not to the impatience of the Queen-mother ; and the regency of England were, 
for a long time, left to ftruggle by themfelves, with all their domeftic and fo. 
reign enemies. 


Tue Kine of France, quickly informed of Richard’s confinement by a mef- 


_fage from the Emperor §, prepared himfelf to take advantage of that incident ; 


and he employed every means of force and intrigue, of war and negotiation, 
againft the dominions and the perfon of his unfortunate rival. He revived the 
calumny of Richard’s affaffinating the marquis of Montferrat ; and by that ab- 
furd pretence, he indueed his barons to violate their oaths, by which they had 
engaged, that, during the crufade, they never would, on any account, attack 
the dominions of the King of England {. He made the Emperor the largeft 
offers, if he would deliver into his hand the royal prifoner, or at leaft d tain 
him in perpetual captivity ; and he even formed an alliance by marriage with the 
King of Denmark, defired that the antient Danifh claim to the crown of England 


* M. Paris, p, 118, W. Hemming. p- §35- Bromp‘on, p. 1250. +t M. Weft. p. 258.. 
} Chron. T. Wykes, p, 3. | Rymer, vol. i. p. 72, 73, 74.75 765.&Cs = 
§ Rymer, vol. i, p. 70, + Hoveden, p. 717. Brompton, p. 1244. 
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Thould be transferred to him, and folicited a fupply of fhipping to maintain it rs 
But the mott fuccefsful of Philip’s negotiations was with prince John, who, for- 
getting every tye to his brother, his fovereign, and his benefactor, thought of 
nothing but how to make his own advantage of the public calamities. That trat- 
tor, on the firft invitation from the court of France, fudienly went abroad, held a 
conference with Philip, and made a treaty, of which the object was the perpe- 
tual ruin of his unhappy brother +. He ftipulated to deliver into Philip’s hands 
a great part of Normandy {5 and in return, he received the inveftiture of all 
Richard’s tranfmarine dominions: and it is reported by feveral hiftorians, that 
he even did homage to the French King for the crown of England. 


In confequence of this treaty, Philip invaded Normandy ; and by the treachery 
of John’s emiffaries, made himfelf matter, without oppofition, of many fortref- 
fes, Neuf chatel, Neaufle, Gifors, Pacey, Ivrée ||: He fubdued the counties of 
Eu and Aumale; and advancing to form the fiege of Rotien, he threatened to 
put all the inhabitants to the fword, if they dared to make the lealt refiftance to 
his arms. Happily, Robert earl of Leicefter appeared in that critical moment ; 
a gallant nobleman, who had acquired great honour during the crufade, and 
who being more fortunate than his mafter in finding his pafflage homewards, took 
on him the command in Roiien, and exerted himfelf, by his prefence and ex- 
ample, to infufe courage into the difmayed Normans §. Philip was repulfed in 
every attack ; the time of his vaffals’ fervice expired ; and he confented to a truce 
with the Englith regency, received in return the promife of 20,c00 marks, and 
had four caftles put into his hands, as fecurity for the payment f. 


Prince John, who, with a view of increafing the general confufion, went 
over to England, was. lefs fuccefsful in his enterprizes. He was only able to 
make himfelf matter of the caftles of Windfor and Wallingford; but when he 
arrived in London, and claimed the kingdom as heir to his brother, of whole 
death he pretended to haye received certain intelligence, he was rejected by all 
the barons, and meafures were taken to oppofe and fubdue him *. The juftici- 
aries, fupported by the general affections of the people, provided fo well for the 
defence of the kingdom, that John was obliged, after fome fruitlefs efforts, to 
conclude a truce with them ; and before its expiration, he thought it prudent to 
return into France, and he openly acknowledged his alliance with Philip 7, 


* Hoveden, p.731- W. Heming. ps 533: Brompton; p. 1244. Knyghton, p. 24c6. 


+ Hoveden, p. 724. W. Heming. p- 536. ¢ Rymer, vol. i. p. 35. || W. Heming. 
p. 537° § Hoveden,p. 724. M. Paris, pe 122. 7 4. Hoveden, p. 730,731. Ry- 
mer, VOl. 1, p>» 81, * Hoveden, p. 724. + W. Heming. p. 536. 
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Meanwaite, the high fpiric of Richard fuffered in Germany every kind of in- 
fule and indignity. The French ambaffadors, in their mafter’s name renounced 
him as a vaffal to the crown of France, and declared all his fiefs to be forfeited 


to his liege-lord. The Emperor, that he might render him more impatient for 


the recovery of his liberty, and-make him fubmit to the payment of' a larger 
ranfom, treated him with the ereateft feverity, and reduced him to a condition 


worfe than that of the meaneft malefactor. He was even produced before the. 


diet of the empire at Worms, and accufed by Henry of many crimes and mifde- 
meanors ; of making an alliance with Tancred, the ufurper of Sicily ; of turn- 
ing the arms of the crufade againft a Chriftian prince, and fubduing Cyprus; of 
affronting the duke of Auftria before Acre; of obftrudcting the progrefs of the 
Chriftian arms by his quarrels with the King of France; of aflaffinating Conrade, 
marquis of Montferrat; and of concluding a truce with Saladin, and leaving 
Jerufalem in the hands of the Saracen Emperor*. Richard, whofe {pirit was. 


not broke by all his misfortunes, and whofe genius was rather rouzed by thefe 


frivolous or fcandalous imputations; after premifing, that his royal dignity ex- 
empred him from anfwering before any jurifdiction, except that of heaven; yet 
condefcended, for the fake of his reputation, to juftify his conduét before that 
great afiembly. He abferved, that he had no hand in Tancred’s elevation, 
aoc only concluded a treaty with a prince, whom he found in poffeffion of the 
thione: That the King, or rather tyrant of Cyprus, had provoked his indigna- 
tion by the moft ungenerous and unjuft proceedings ; and tho’ he chaftifed: this 
ascreflor, he had not retarded a moment the progrefs of his chief enterprize : 
That if he had been at any time wanting in civility to the duke of Auftria, he had 
already been punifhed fufficiently for that fally of paffion ; and it better became 
men, embarked together in fo holy a caufe, to forgive each other’s infirmities, 
than to purfue a flight offence with fuch unrelenting vengeance: That it had fuf- 
ficiently appeared by the event, whether the King of France or he was moft zea. 
lous fur the conqueft of the holy Jand, and was moft likely to facrifice private 
paffions and animofities to that great obje€&: That if the whole tenor of his life 
had not fhown him incapable of a bafe affiffination, and juftified him from that 
imputation in the eyes of his very enemies, it was in vain for him, at prifent, to 
make his apology, or plead the many irrefragable arguments, which he could 
produce in his own favour: And that, however he might regret the neceflity, he 
was fo far from being afhamed of his truce with Saladin, that he rather gloried 
in that event; and thought it extremely honorable, that, tho’ abandoned by all 


, the world, fupported only by his own courage and by the {mall remains of his 


* M, Paris, p. 121, W. Heming. p. 536. 
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national troops, he could yet obtain fuch conditions from the moft powerful and Chap. x, 
moft warlike Emperor that the Eaft had ever yet produced, Richardafterthus 1'93: 
deigning to apologize for his conduct, burft out into indignation at the cruel treat- 

ment which he had met with; that he, the champion of the crofs, ftill wearing 

that honourable badge, fhould, after expending the blood and treafure of his fub- 

jects in the common caufe of Chriftendom, be intercepted by Chriftian princes in 

his return to his own country, be thrown into.a dungeon, be loaded with irons, 

be obliged to plead his caufe, as if he were a fubject and a malefactor;, and what 

he ftill more regretted, be thereby prevented from making his. preparations for a 

new crufade, which he projected, after the expiration of the truce,. and from re- 

deeming the fepulchre of Chrift,. which had fo long been profaned by the domi- 

nion of the infidels. . The fpirit and eloquence of Richard made fuch impreffion 

on the German princes,, that they exclaimed loudly againft the conduct of the 
Emperor; the Pope threatened him with excommunication ;, and Henry, who 

had hearkened to the propofals of the King of France and prince John,, found 
that it would be impracticable for him to execute his and their bafe purpofes, and 

detain the King of England any longer in.captivity. He therefore concluded The King’s 
with him a treaty for his ranfom,, and agreed.to reftore him to his freedom for. the. no 
fum of 150,000. marks, about 300,000 pounds of our prefent money ;. of which 

100,000 marks was to be paid before he received his liberty,. and.fixty-feven ho- 

{tages delivered for the remainder *.. The E.mperor,. as if to glofs over the infa- 

my of this tranfaction, made at the fame time a prefent to Richard of the kingdom. 

of Arles, comprehending Provence, Dauphiny, Narbonne, and other ftates, over 

which the empire had fome antiquated claims, that the King very wifely neglected}. 


Tue captivity of the fuperior lord was one of the cafes provided for by the 
feudal tenures; and all the vaffals were in that event obliged to give an aid for 
his ranfom. Twenty fhillings were therefore levied on each knight’s fee in Eng-. 
land t; but as-this. money came inflowly, and was not fufficient for the intendedr 
purpofe, the voluntary zeal of the people readily fupplied the defect jj; The: 
churches and monafteries melted down their plate, to the amount. of. 30,000; 
marks. the bifhops, abbots, and nobles, paid a fourth of their yearly rent; the: 
parochial clergy contributed a tenth of their tythes: And the requifite fum. being 
thus collected, Queen Eleanor, and Walter archbifhop of Rotien, fet out. with, | 1794 
. ; | 4th Februarys 
it for Germany.;. paid the money to the Emperor and the duke of Auftria at 
Mentz; delivered them hoftages for the remainder; and freed. Richard from 


* Hoveden, p. 728.. M. Puris, p. t2z. Diceto, p. 670. Rymer, vol. i, p. 83. 
+ Hoveden, p. 732. t Hoveden, p. 726, 731. | M. Parisy p. 122... Ann 
Waverl. p.164. W. Heming. p. 538. 
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Chip. X. “his captivity. His efcape was very critical, Henry had been dete€ted in the af- 
1194 = faffination of the bifhop of Liege, and in an attempt of a like nature on the duke 
of Louvaine; and finding himielf extremely obnoxious to the German princes 
on account of thefe odious practices, he had determined to feek fupport from an 
alliance with the French King *; to detain Richard, the enemy of that prince, 
in perpetual captivity ; to keep in his hands the money which he ‘had already re- 
ceived for his ranfom; and to extort new fums from Philip and prince John, whe 
were very liberal in their offers tohim +. He therefore gave orders that Richard 
fhould be purfued and arrefted; but the King, making allimaginable hatte, had 
already embarked at the mouth of the Schelde, and was out of fight of land 
when the meffengers of the Emperor reached Antwerp. 
King’s return = Tue joy of the Englifh was extreme on the appearance of. their monarch, 
pares ess who had fuffered fo many calamities, who had acquired fo much glory, and who 
had f{pread the reputation of their name into the fartheft Raft, whither their fame 
had never before been able to extend f. “H-> gave them, foon’ alter his arrival, 
an opportunity of difplaying publicly tneir exultation, by ordering himitclf to be 
crowned anew at Winchefter ; as if he int-nded, by thar ceremony, to reinftate 
himfelf in his. throne, and to wipe of the ignominy of his capuvity {}. Their 
fatisfaction was not even damped, when he declared his purpote of making a 
general refumption of thofe exorbitant grants, which Re oad been neceflitated to 
agrie to before his departure for the holy land. The barons allo, in a great 
council, forfeited, on account of his treafon, all prince Joln’s poftefiens in 
England; and they affifted the King in reducing the fortzeffés which fill re= 
mained in the hands of his brother’s adherents §: And Richare, having fettled 
every thing in England, paffed over with an army into Normandy; being impa- 
tient to’make war on Philip, and to revenge himfelf tor the many injuries which 
2 had received from that monarch |. So foon as Philip heard of the King’s 
delivery from captivity, be wrote ‘to his confederate, John, in thefe terms : 
Take care of yourfelf: The devil is bro'e loofe *. 
WHEN we confider two fuch powerful and martial monarchs, inflamed with: 
War with . perfonal animofity to each other, enraged by mutual injuries, excited by rivalfhip, 
France. impelled by eppofite interefts, and inftigated by the pride and violence of their 
. Own temper; our curiofity is naturally raifed, and we expeét an obiiinate and fu- 
rious war, diftinguifhed by the ereatell events, and concluded by fome remark= 
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able cataftrophe. Yet are the incidents which attended thefe hoftilities fo frivo- 
lous, that fcarce any hiftorian can entertain fuch a paffion’ for military defcriptions 
as to venture on a detail of them: A certain proof of the extreme weaknefs of 
princes in thofe ages, and of the little authority they poffeffed over their refraciory 


vaflals! The whole amount of the exploits on both fides is, the taking a caftle,. 


the furprife of a ftrageling party, a rencounter of horfe, which refemb!es more a 
rout than a battle. Richard obliged Philip to rai'e the fiege of Vernetiil; he 
took Loches, a fnall town in Anjou; he made himfelf mafter of Beaumont, and 


fome other places of little confequence; and after thefe trivial exploits, the two 


Kings began already to hold conferences for an accommodation. Philip infifted, 
that, if a general peace was concluded, the barons on each fide fhould be prohi- 
bited from carrying on private wars againft each other: But Richard replied, 
that. this was a right claimed by his vaffals, and he could not debar them of it *. 
After this fruitlefs negotiation, there enfued an attion between the French and 
Englith cavairy at Fretteval, in which the former were routed. And the King of 
France’s cartulary and records, which commonly at that time attended his perfon, 
were taken +. Putlip had his revenge for this defeat, by an advantage winch he 
obtained before Vaudretiil: And a truce for a year was at laft, from mutual 
weaknefs, concluded between the two monarchs f 

Durinc this war, prince John deferted Philip, threw himfelf at his brother’s 
feet, craved pardon: for his offences, and by the interceffion of Queen Eleanor, 
was received into favour]. J forgive him, faidthe King, and hope I feall as eafily 
forzet bis injuries, as he will my pardon. John was incapable even of returning to 
his duty, without committing a balenefs. Before he left Philip’s party, he in- 
vited to-dinner all the officers of the garrifon, which that prince had placed in the 
citadel of Evreux; he treacheroufly maffacred them during the entertathment ; 
fell, with the affiftance of the townfmen, on the garrifon, whom he put to the 
fword ; and then delivered up the place to his brother §. 

Tue King of France was.the great object of Richard’s refentment and animo- 
fity: The conduct of his brother John, as well as of the Emperor and duke of 
Auftria, had been fo bafe and mean, and was expof+d to fuch general odium and 
reproach, that t ¢ King deemed himiclf futhciently revenged for their injuries ; 
and as it isimpofible to hate heartily a perion whom one defpifes, he ftems never 
to have entertained any project of vengeance againft any of them. The duke of 
Auftria, about this time, having cruthed his leg by the fall of his horfe at a tour- 
nament, was thrown into a fever; and being ftruck, on the approaches of death, 


* Hoveden, p 741. + Ibid. t W. Heming. p. 541. || M. Paris, p. 1220 
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hoftages to be fet at liberty, and the remainder of the debt to be remitted *: His 
fon, who feemed inclined to difobey thefe orders, was conftrained by his ecclefi- 
aftics to execute them+, The Emperor alfo made advances for Richard’s 
friendfhip, and offered to give him a difcharge of all his debt, provided he would 
enter into an offenfive alliance againft the King of France ; a propofal which was 
very acceptable to Richard, and was greedily embraced by him. The treaty | 
with the Emperor took no effect; but it ferved to rekindle the war between 
France and England before the expiration of the truce. This war was not diftin- 
guifhed by any more remarkable incident than the former. After mutually 
ravaging the open country, and taking a few infignificant caftles, the two 
Kings concluded a peace at Louviers, and yielded up fome territories to each 
other {. Their inability to make war occafioned the peace: Their mutual anti- 
pathy engaged them again in war before two months expired. Richard ima- 
gined that he had now got an opportunity of ftriking a fevere blow on his rival, 7 
by forming an alliance with the counts of Flanders, Tholoufe, Boulogne, Cham- - 
pagne, and other confiderable vaffals of the crown of France|}. But he foon ex- | 
perienced the infincerity of thefe princes; and was not able to make any impref- a 
fion on that kingdom, while governed by a prince of fo much vigour and a¢ti- 3 
vity as Philip. The moft remarkable incident of this war was the taking pri- 
foner in battle the bifhop of Beauvais, a martial prelate, who was of the family of 
Dreux, and a near relation of the French King. Richard, who hated that bi- 
thop, threw him into prifon, and loaded him with irons; and when the Pope 
demanded his liberty, and claimed him as his fon, the King fent his Holinefs the 
coat of mail which the prelate had worn in battle, and which was all befmeared 
with blood : And he replied to him, in the terms employed by Jacob’s fons to Ze 
that patriarch, This have we found: Know now whether it be thy fon's coat or no §. cf 
» This war between England and France, tho’ carried on with fuch animofity, that Ae 
both Kings frequently put out the eyes of their prifoners, was foon fin'fhed, bya Pai, 
truce.of ‘five years; and immediately after figning this treaty, the Kings were 
ready, ‘on fome new offence, to break out again into hoftilities ; when the medi- 
ation of the cardinal of St. Mary, the Pope’s legate, accommodated the diffe- 
rence. This prelate even engaged the princes to commence a treaty fora more 
Murable peace; but the death of Richard put an end to the negotiation. 
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Vipomar, vifcount of Limoges, a vaffal of the King, had found a treafure, Chap. X. 

of which he fent a part to that prince asa prefent. Richard, as fuperior lord, 1199. 
- claimed the whole; and at the head of fome Brabancons, befieged the vifcount in 
the caftle of Chalus, near Limoges, in order to make him comply with his de- 
mand *. The garrifon offered to furrender; but the King replied, that, fince 
he had taken the pains to come thither and befiege the place in perfon, he would 
take it by force, and would hang every one of them. The fame day, Richard, ac- 
companied by Marcadée, leader of his Brabancons, approached the caftle in order 
to furvey it; when one Bertrand de Gourdon, an archer, took an aim at him, and 
pierced his fhoulder with an arrow. The King, however, gave orders for the 
affault, took the place, and hanged all the garrifon, except Gourdon, who had 
wounded him, and whom he referved for a more deliberate and more cruel exe- 
cution +. 

Tue wound was not in itfelf dangerous; but the unfkilfulnefs of the furgeon 
made it mortal : He fo rankled Richard’s fhoulder in pulling out the arrow, that 
a gangrene commenced ; and that prince was now fenfible that his life was draw- 
ing towards a period, He fent for Gourdon, and afked him, Wretch, what 
have 1 ever done to you, to oblige you to feek my life? What have you done to me? 
replied coolly the prifoner : You killed with your own bands my father, and my two 
brothers; and you intended to have banged myfelf: Iam now in your power, ana 
you may take revenge, by inflitting on me the moft fevere torments: But I hall en- 
dure them all with pleafure, provided I can think that with my own hands I have 
rid the world of fuch a nuifancet. Richard, ftruck with the reafonablenefs of 
this reply, and humbled by the near approach of death, ordered Gourdon to 
be fet at liberty, and a fum of money to be given him ; but Marcadée, unknown 
to him, feized the unhappy man, flead him alive, and then hanged him. Richard 
died in the tenth year of his reign, and the forty-fecond of his age; and he left 6th April 
no iffue behind him, weath, 

Tue moft fhining part of this prince’s character was his military talents. No and charaéter 
man, even in that romantic age, carried perfonal courage and intrepidity to q Of the King. 
greater height; and this quality gained him the appellation of the lion-hearted, 
caur de lion. He paffionately loved glory, chiefly military glory ; and as his con- 
du& in the field was not inferior to his valour, he feems to have poffefled every 
talent neceflary for acquiring it. His refentments alfo were high ; his pride un- 
conquerable; and his fubjects, as well as his neighbours, had therefore reafon to 


28:h March. 
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apprehend, from the continuance of his reign, a perpetual fcene of blood and 
violence. Of an impetuous and vehement fpirit, he was diftinguifhed by all the 
good, as well as the bad qualities, which are incident to that character: He was 
open, frank, generous, fincere, and brave; he was revengeful, domineering, 
ambitious, haughty, and cruel; and was thus better calculated to dazzle men by 
the fplendor of his enterprizes, than either to promote their happinefs or his own 
grandeur, by a found and well regulated policy. As military talents make ereat 
imprefhon on the people, he feems to have been much beloved by his Englifh 
fubje&ts ; and he is remarked to have been the firtt prince of the Norman line. 
who bore a fincere affection and regard to them, He paffed' however only four 
months of his reign in that kingdom: The crufade employed him near three 
years; he was detained about fourteen months in captivity ; the reft of his reign 
was {pent either in war, or preparations for war, again{t France; and he was fo 
pleafed with the fame which he had acquired in the Eaft, that he feems to have 
determined, notwithftanding all his paft misfortunes, to have farther exhaufted 


his kingdom, and to. have expofed himfelf to new hazards, by conducting another 
expedition againft the infidels. 


Txo’ the Englith pleafed themfelves with: the glory which the King’s martial 
oppreflive, and fomewhat arbitrary, 
by the high taxes which he levied on them, and often without the confent of the 
{tates or great council. In the ninth of his reign, he levied five fhil 
hyde of land; and becaufe the clergy refufed to contribute their 
them out of the protection of law, and ordered the ciyj] courts 
no fentence for any debts which they might claim *. ‘Twice in his reign he ordered 
all his charters to be fealed anew, and the parties to pay fees for the renewal +, 
It is faid that Hubert, his jufticiary, fent him over to France, in the {pace of 
two years, no lefsa fum than 1,100,000 marks, befides bearing all the charges 
of the government in England. Bout this account is quite incredible, unlef we 
fuppofe that he made an extreme delapidation of the demefnes of the crown. A 
King who poffefled fuch a revenue could never have endured fourteen months 
Captivity, for not paying 150,000 marks to the Emperor, and be obliged at lat 
to leave hoftages for a third of the fum, . The prices of commodities in this reign 
are alfo a certain proof, that no fuch enormous fum could be levied from the peo- 
ple. A hyde of land, or a hundred and twenty acres, was commonly let for 
twenty fhillings a-year, money of thattime. The general and ftated price of an 
OX was four fhillings; of a labouring horfe, the fame; of a fow, one fhilling ; 
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of a fheep with fine wool, ten-pence ; with coarfe wool, fix-pence*. Thefe 
commodities feem not to have advanced in their prices fince the time of the Con- 
gueft, 3 

Ricwarp renewed the fevere laws againft tranfereffors in his forefts, whom 
he punifhed by caftration and putting out their eyes, as in the reign of his great- 
grandfather. He eftablifhed by law one weight and meafure throughout his king- 


dom +: An ufeful inftitution, which the mercenary difpofition and neceffities of 


his fucceffor engaged him to difpenfe with for money. 


Tue diforders in London, derived from its bad police, had rifen to a oreat 
height during this reign; and in the year 1196, there feemed to be formed a 
regular confpiracy of the malefaétors, which threatened the city with deftruc- 
tion. There was one William Fitz-Ofbert, commonly called Longbeard, a law- 
yer, who had rendered himfelf extremely popular among the lower rank of citi- 
zens; and by defending them on all occafions, had acquired the appellation of 
the advocate or faviour of the poor. He exerted his authority, by injuring and 
infulting the more fubftantial inhabitants, with whom he lived in a ftate of hofti- 
lity, and who were every moment expofed to the moft outrageous violences from 
him and his licentious emiflaries. Murders were daily committed in the ftreets ; 
houfes were broke open and pillaged in day-light; and it is pretended, that no 
lefs than fifty-two thoufand perfons had figned an aflociation, by which they bound 
themfelves to obey all the orders of this dangerous ruffian. Archbifhop Hubert, 
who was then chief jufticiary, fummoned him before the council to anfwer for his 
conduct; but he came fo well attended, that no one durft accufe him, or bear 
evidence againfthim ; and the primate, finding the impotence of laws, contented 
himfelf with exacting from the citizens hoftages for their good behaviour. He 
kept, however, a watchful eye on William; and feizing a favourable opportu- 
nity, attempted to commit him to cuftody; but the criminal, murdering one of 
the public officers, efcaped with his concubine to the church of St. Mary le Bow, 
where. he defended himfelf by force of arms. He was at laft forced from his re- 
treat, condemned, and executed, amidft the infinite regrets of the populace, who 
were fo devoted to his memory, that they ftole his gibbet, paid it the fame vene- 
ration as to the crofs, and were equally zealous in propagating and attefting re- 
ports of the miracles which were wrought by it{. But tho’ the fectaries of this 
fuperftition were punifhed by the jufticiary |, it received fo little encouragement 
from the eftablifhed clergy, whofe property was endangered by fuch {editious 
practices, that it fuddenly funk and vanifhed. 

* Hoveden, p. 745. + M. Paris, p. 109, 134. ° Trivet, p. 127. Ann, Waverl. p, 165. 
Hoveden, p. 774. t Hoveden, p. 765. Diceto, p. 691. Neubrig. p. 492,: 493. 
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Fi E noble and: free genius of the antients, which made the government of 
E a fingle perfon be always regarded by them as a fpecies of tyranny and ufur- 
pation, and kept them from forming any conception of alegal and regular monar-. 
chy, had rendered them entirely ignorant both of the rights of primogeniture. and a 
reprefentation in fucceffion; inventions fo neceffary to preferve order in the lines of 
princes, to obviate the evils of civil difcord and of ufurpation,. and’ to beget mo- 
deration in that fpecies of government, by giving fecurity to the ruling :fovereigon, 
Thefe innovations arofe from the feudal law ;. which,. firft introducing the right: 
of primogeniture, made fuch a diftinction between the families: of. the elder and 
younger brothers, that the fon of the former was thought intitled to fucceed to his. 
grandfather,. preferably to his uncles, tho’ nearer allied to the deceafed monatch, 
But tho’ this progrefs of ideas was natural, it was gradual. In the age of which. 
we treat, the practice of reprefentation was indeed introduced, but not thorough- 
ly eftablifhed ; and the minds of men floated between oppofite principles. Ri- 
chard, when he entered on the holy war; declared his nephew, Arthur duke of 
Brittany, his fucceffor; and by a-formal deed, he fet afide, in his favour, the 
title of his brother John, who. was. younger than Geoffrey, the father of that 
prince*, But. John fo little acquiefced in this-deftination, that when he gained: 
the afcendant in the Englifh minifiry, by expelling Longchamp, the chancel- 
lor and great jufticiary, he engaged all the Englifh barons to fwear, that they. 


* Hoveden, p. 677, M. Paris, p+ ti2, Chron. de Dunk. p, 43. Rymer, vol.i. p. 66, 68.. 
Bened. Abb. p. 619. 
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would maintain his right of fucceffion; and Richard, on His return, took no 
fteps towards reftoring or fecuring the order which he had at firft eftablithed. 
He was even careful, by his laft will, to declare his brother John heir to-all his 
dominions * ; whether, that he now thought Arthur, who was only twelve 
years of age, incapable of afferting his claim againft John’s faction, or was influ- 
enced by Eleanor, the Queen-mother, who hated Conttantia, mother to the 
young duke, and who dreaded the influence which that princefs would naturally 
acquire during the reign of her fon. The authority of a teftament was great in 
that age, even where the fucceffion of a kingdom was concerned ; and John had 
reafon to hope, that this title, joined to his plaufible right in other refpects, 
would enfure him the fucceffion. But the idea of reprefentation feems to have 
made, at this time, greater progrefs in France than in England ; and the barons 
of the tranfmarine provinces, Anjou, Maine, and Touraine, immediately decla- 
red in favour of Arthur’s fucceffion +, and applied for the affiftance of the French 
monarch as their fuperior lord. Philip, who defired only an occafion to em- 
barafs John, and difmember his dominions, embraced the caufe of the young 
duke of Britanny, took him under his protection, and fent him to Paris to be edu- 
cated, along with his fon Lewis {. In this emergence, John haftened to efta- 
blifh his authority in the chief members of the monarchy ; and after fending Ele- 
anor into Poitou and Guienne, where her right was inconteftible, and was rea- 
dily acknowledged, he hurried to Rowen, and being there invefted in the dutchy 
of Normandy, he paffed over without lofs of time into England. Hubert, arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, William Marefchal, earl of Strigul,. foon after created earl 
of- Pembroke, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, the jufticiary, the three moft favoured 
minifters of the late King, were already engaged on his fide |}; and the fubmif- 
fion or‘acquiefcence of all the other barons put him, without oppofition, in pof- 
feffion of the throne. 


Tue King foon returned to France, in order to conduét the war againft Philip, 
and to recover the revolted provinces from his nephew, Arthur. The alliances 
which Richard had formed with the earl of Flanders §, and other potent French 
barons, tho’ they had not been very effectual, ftill fubfifted, and enabled John to 
défend himfelf againft all the efforts of his enemy. In an action between the 
French and Flemings, the elect bifhop of Cambray was taken prifoner by the 
former ; and when the cardinal of Capua claimed his liberty, Philip, inftead of 
complying, reproached him with the weak efforts which he had employed in fa- 


* Hoveden,'p. 791, Trivet, p. 138. + Hoveden, p. 792. M. Paris, p,137. Ms 
Welt. p. 263. Knyghton, p. 2414. t Ibid. || Hoveden, p. 793. M. Paris, p. 137- 
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vour of the bifhop of Beauvais, who.was in a like condition. The legate, to 
fhow his impartiality, laid at the fame time the kingdom of France and the 
dutchy of Normandy under an interdict; and the two Kings found themfelves. 
obliged to make an exchange of thefe military prelates. 


Noruine enabled the King to bring this war to a happy iffue fo much as the 
felfith, intriguing character of Philip, who ated in the provinces that had decla- 
red for Arthur, without any regard to the interefts of that prince; and infpired 
Conftantia with a violent jealoufy, that he intended to ufurp the entire dominion 
of them *. She therefore found means to carry off her fon fecretly from Paris ; 
fhe put him into the hands of his uncle; reftored the provinces which had ad- 
hered to him; and made him do homage for the dutchy of Brittany, which was 
ufually regarded as a rere-ficf of Normandy. | From this incident, Philip faw, 
that he could not hope to make any progrefs againft John; and being threatened 
with an interdict on account of his irregular divorce from Ingelburga, the Danith 
princefs whom he had efpoufed, he became very defirous of concluding a peace 
with England. After fome fruitlefs conferences, the terms were at Jatt adjutted ; 
and the two monarchs feemed in this treaty to have an intention, befides ending 
the prefent quarrel, of preventing all future caufes of difcord and of obviating 
every controverfy which could hereafter arife between them. They adjufted the 
limits of all théir territories ; mutually fecured the interefts of their vafials; and 
to render the union more durable, John beltowed his niece, Blanche of Catftile, 
in marriage to prince Lewis, Philip’s eldeft fon, and gave with her the baronies 
of Iffoudun and Gracai, and other fiefs in Berri. Nine barons of the Kingof 
England, and as many of the King of France, were guarantees of this treaty ;. 
and all of them fwore, that, if their fovereign violated any article of it, they 


would declare themfelves again{t him, and embrace the caufe of the injured mo- 
narch +. | : 


Joun,, now fecure, as he imagined, on the fide of France, indulged his paf- 
fion towards Ifabella, the daughter and heir of Aymar Taillefer, count of An- 
gouleme, a lady with whom he had become much enamoured. Fis Queen, the. 
heirefs of the family of Glocefter, was ftill alive: Hfabella was married to the . 
count de la Marche, and was already delivered into the hands of that nobleman ; 
tho’, by reafon of her tender years, the marriage was not yet confummated, 
The paffion of John made him overlook all thefe obitacles: He perfuaded the 


* Hoveden, p. 795. t Norman. Dachefnii, p. 1055. Rymer, vol. i, Ps 117, E18, 119% 
Sloveden, p. 814. Chron, Dunft, vol. i, Pp. 47. 
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count of Angouleme to carry off his daughter from her hufband ; and having, 
on fome pretence or other, procured a divorce from his own wife, he efpoufed 
Ifabella *; regardlefs both of the menaces of the Pope, who exclaimed againtt 
thefe irregular proceedings, and of the refentment of the injured count, who 
foon found means to punith his powerful and infolent rival. 


Joun had not the art of attaching his barons either by affeétion or by fear. 
The count de la Marche, and his brother the count d’Eu, taking advantage of 
the general difcontent againft him, excited commotions in Poitou and Norman- 
dy; and obliged the King to have recourfe to arms, in order to fupprefs the in- 
furrection of his vaffals. He fummoned together the barons of England, and re- 
quired them. to pafs the feas under his ftandard, and to quell the rebels : He found 
that he poffeffed as little authority in that kingdom as in. his tran{marine provin- 
ces, The Englifh barons unanimoufly replied, that they would not attend him 
on this expedition, unlefs he would promife to reftore and preferve their pri- 
vileges + : The firft fymptom of a regular affociation and plan of liberty among 
thefe noblemen! But affairs were not yet fully ripe for the revolution projected. 
John, by menacing the barons, broke the concert; and both engaged many of 
them to follow him into Normandy, and obliged the reft, who ftaid behind, to 
pay him a fcutage of two marks on each knight’s fee, as the price of their ex: 
emption from the fervice, 


Tue force which John carried abroad with him, and that which joined him in 
Normandy, rendered him much fuperior to his malecontent barons ; and fo much 
the more, as Philip gave them not publicly any countenance, and feemed as yet 
determined to perfevere fteadily in the union which he had formed with Eng- 
Jand. But the King, elated with his fuperiority, advanced claims, which cave 
air univerfal alarm to his vaffals, and diffufed ftill wider the general difcontent. 
As the jurifprudence of that time required, that the caufés in the lord’s court 
fhould chiefly be decided by duel, he carried alone with him certain bravos, 
whom he retained as champions, and whom he deftined to fight with his barons, 
in. order to determine any controverfy which he might raife againft them ff. 
Phe count de la Marche, and the other noblemen, regarded this proceeding as an 
affront, “as well as an injury; and declared, that they would’ never draw their 
{words againft men of fuch inferior quality. The King menaced them with ven- 


* Hoveden, p. 803. . M. Paris, p. 140. Trivet, p. 149. Ann. Waverl: p.166.. Ypod' Neuft. 
p- 458. Ann, Murgan, p. 12, M. Welt. p. 263, +, Annal, Burton, p. 261. 
¢ Annal. Burt, p. 262. 
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geance ; but he had not vigour to employ again{t them the force in his hands, of 
to profecute the injuftice, by crufhing entirely the nobles who oppofted it. 

THis government, equally feeble and violent, gave courage as well as inclina- 
tion to the injured barons. to carry farther their oppofition: They appealed to the 
King of France ; complained of the denial of juftice in John’s courts; demanded 
redrefs from him as their fuperior lord; and entreated him to employ his autho- 
rity, and prevent their final ruin and oppreffion. Philip perceived his advan- 
tage, opened his mind to great projects, interpofed in behalf of the French ba- 
rons, and began to talk in a high and menacing ftyle to the King of England. 
John, who could not difavow Philip’s authority, replied, that it belonged te 
him firft to grant them a trial by their peers in his own court; it was not till he 
failed in this duty, that he was anfwerable to his peers in the fupreme court of 
the French King *; and he promifed, by a fair and equitable judicature, to give 
fatisfaction to his ‘barons, _ When the nobles, in confequence of this engage- 
ment, demanded a fafe-condu&, that they might attend his court, he firft re 
fufed it: Upon the renewal of Philip’s menaces, he promifed to grant their de- 
mand ; he violated this promife; frefh menaces extorted from him a promife te 
furrender to Philip the fortreffes of Tillieres and Boutavant, as a fecurity for per- 
formance ; he violated again this engagement ;_his enemies, fenfible both of his 


weaknefs and want of faith, combined ftill clofer in the refolution of pufhng 


him to extremities; and a new and powerful ally foon appeared to encourage 
them in their invafion of this odious and defpicable government. 


Tse young duke of Brittany, who was now rifing to man’s eftate, fenfible of 
the dangerous character of his uncle, determined to feck both his fecurity and 
advancement by an union with Philip and the malecontent barons, He joined 
the French army which had begun hoftilities again{t the King of England: He 
was received with great marks of diftinétion by Philip ; was knighted by him; 
efpoufed his daughter Mary; and was invefted not only in the dutchy of Brit- 
tany, but in the counties of Anjou and Maine, which he had formerly refigned 
to his uncle +. Every attempt: fucceeded with the allies. Tillieres and Bouta- 
vant were taken by Philip, after making a feeble defence : Mortimar and Lyons 
fell into his hands almoft without refiftance. That prince next inveft@d. Gour- 
nai; and opening the fluices of a lake, which lay in the neighbourhood, poured 
fuch a torrent of water into the place, that the garrifon deferted it, and the 
french monarch, without ftriking a blow, made himfelf matter of that impor- 
tant fortrefs, The progrefs of the French arms was rapid, and promifed more 


* Philipp, lib. 6, t+ Trivet, p. 142, 
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confiderable fuccefs than ufually in that age attended military enterprizes. In Chap. XI, 
anfwer to every advance which the King of England made towards peace, Philip **°3: 
ftill infifted, that he fhould refign all his tranfmarine dominions to his nephew, 
and reft contented with the kingdom of England; when an event happened, 
which feemed to turn the fcales‘in John’s favour, and give him a decifive fupe- 
riority over his enemies. 
Younc Arthur, fond of military renown, had broke into Poittou at the head 
of a-f{mall army; and pafling near Mirabel, he heard, that his grandmother, 
Queen Eleanor, who had always oppofed his interefts, was lodged in that place, 
and was proteéted by a weak garrifon, and ruinous fortifications *. He imme- 
diately determined to lay fiege to the fortrefs, and make himfelf mafter of her per- 
fon: But John, rouzed from his indolence by fo preffing an occafion, collected 
an army of Englifh and Brabangons, and. advanced from Normandy with hafty 
marches to the relief of the Queen-mother. He fell on Arthur’s camp before 
that prince was aware of the danger; difperfed his army; took him prifoner, 
together with the count de la Marche, Geoffrey de Lufignan, and the moft con- 
Gderable of the revolted barons; and returned in triumph to Normandy Tf. Phi- ih Auguft. 
lip, who was lying before Arques in that dutchy, raifed the fiege, and retired 
upon his approach f. The greater part of the prifoners were fent over to Eng- 
land; but Arthur was fhut up in the caftle of Falaife, 


Tue King had here a conference with his nephew; reprelented to him the 
folly of his pretenfions ; and required him to fenounce the French alliance, which 
had encouraged him toenter intoenmity againft all his family : But the brave youth, 
rendered more haughty from misfortunes, maintained the juftice of his caule; 
aflerted his claim, not only to the French provinces, but to the crown of England, 
and in his turn, required the King to reftore the fon of his elder brother to the 
pofleffion of his inheritance {}.. John, fenfible, from thefe fymptoms of {pirit, 
that the young prince, tho’ now a prifoner, might fome time prove a moft dan- 
gerous enemy, determined to prevent all future peril by difpatching his nephew; 
and Arthur was never more heard-of. The circumftances which attended this,, 4) oc. 
deed of darknefs, were, no doubt, carefully concealed by the actors, and are thar, duke of 
varioufly related by hiftorians: But the moft probable account is as follows, brittany. 
The King; it is faid, firft prepofed to William de la Braye, one of his fervants, 
to difpatch Arthur; bur William replied, that he was a gentleman, not a hang- 
man; and he pofitively refufed compliance. Another inftrument of murder was 
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found, and was difpatched with proper orders to Falaife; but Hubert de Bourg, 
chamberlain to the King, and conftable to the caftle, feigning, that he himfeif 
would execute the Kine’s mandate, fent back the aflaffin, {pread the report that 
the young prince was dead, and publicly performed all the ceremonies of his in- 
terment: But finding, that the Bretons vowed vengeance for the murder, and 
that all the revolted barons perfevered more obftinately in their rebellion, he 
thought it prudent to reveal the fecret, and to inform the world that the duke of 
Brittany was {till alive, and in his cultody. This difcovery proved fatal to the 
young prince: John firft removed him to the caftle of Rotien ; and coming ina 
boat, during the night-time, to that place, commanded Arthur to be brought 
forth to him. The young prince, aware of his danger, and now mote fubdued 
by the continuance of his misfortunes, and by the approach of death, threw him- 
felf on his knees before his uncle, and begged for mercy: But the barbarous ty- 
rant, making him no reply, ftabbed him with his own hands; and fattening a 
Hone to the dead body, threw it into the Seine. 


Tse whole world was ftruck with horror at this inhuman deed ; and from 
that moment, the King, detefted by his fubje€ts, retained a very precarious au- 
thority over both the people and the barons in his dominions. ‘The Bretons, en- 
raged at this difappointment in their fond hopes, waged implacable war again{t 
him; and fixing the fucceffion of their sovernment, put themfelves in a pofture 
to revenge the murder of their fovereign. John had got into his power his niece, 
Eleanor, fitter to Arthur, commonly called tbe dam fel of Brittany; and carrying 
her over to England, detained her ever after in captivity *: But the Bretons, in 
defpair of recovering this princefs, chofe Alice for their fovereign ; 3 younger 
daughter of Conftantia, by her fecond marriage with Gui de Thouars’; and they 
entrufted the covernment of the dutchy to-that nobleman. Conftantia, mean while,. 
the mether of the murdered prince, feconded by all the ftates of Brittany, carried 
their complaints before Philip as their liege-lord, and demanded juftice for the: - 
inhuman violence committed by John on the perfon of Arthur, fo near a rela- 
tion, who, notwithitanding the homage which he did to Normandy, was always 
regarded as one of the chief vaflals of the crown. Philip received their applica- 
tion with pleafure ; fammoned John to ftand a trial before him ; andon his non- 
appearance, paffed fentence, with the concurrence of the peers, upon that princes. 
declared him gailty of felony and parricide; and adjudged: him to forfeit to his. 
fuperior lord all his feignories and fiefs in France F. | 


* Trivet, p. rae, EL Wykes, p. 36. ¥pod Neuf. p. asg, 
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Tue King of France, whofe ambitious and active fpirit had been hitherto con- 
fined, either by the found policy of Henry, or the mariial genius of Richard, 
~ . . co 4 . - = s ; 
feeing now the opportunity favourable again{t this bafe and odious prince, em- 


braced the project of expelling the Englith, or rather the Englifh King, from? 
France, and of annexing to the crown fo many confiderable fiefs, which, during pr 


feveral ages, had been difmembred from it. Many of the other ereat vafials, 
whofe jealoufy might have interpofed, and have obftructed the execution of this 
project, were not at prefent in a fituation to oppofe it; and the reft either looked 
on with indifference, or gave their aflfiftance to this dangerous aggrandizement of 


their fuperior lord. The éarls of Flanders and Blois were enact in the holy 
war: The count of Champagne was an infant, and under the euardianfhip of 
Philip: The dutchy of Brittany, enraged at the murder of their prince, vigo- 
roufly promoted all his meafures: And the general defection of John’s vafials 
made every enterprize eafy and fuccefsful againfthim. “Philip, after taking feve- 
ral caftles and fortrefies beyond the Loire, which he either garrifoned or difman- 
tled, received the fubmiffions of the count of Alencon, who deferted John, and 
delivered up all the places under his command to the French King: Upon which, 
Philip feparated his family, in order to give them fome repofe after the fatigues of 
the campaign. John, fuddenly collecting fome troops, laid fiege to Alencon; and 
Philip, whofe difperfed army could not be brought together in time to fuccour if, 
faw himfelf expofed to the difgrace of fuffering the oppreffion of his friend and 
confederate. But his active and fertile genius found an expedient againft this 
evil. There was held at that very time a tournament at Moret.in the Gatinois ; 
whither all the chief nobility of France and the neighbouring countries had reforted, 
in order to fignalize their courage and addrefs. Philip prefented himfelf before 
them ; craved their affiftance in his diftrefs ; and pointed out the plains of Alen- 
con asthe moft honourable field, in which they could difplay their generofity and 
martial fpirit. Thefe valorous knights vowed, that they would take vengeance 
on the bafe parricide, the ftain of arms and of chivalry; and putting themfelves, 
with all their retinue, under the command of Philip, inftantly marched to raife 
the fiege of Alencon. John, hearing of their approach, fled from before the 
place; and in the hurry abandoned all his tents, machines, and baggage, to the 
enemy. 

Tuis feeble effort was the laft exploit of that flothful and cowardly prince for 
the defence of his dominions. He thenceforth remained in total inactivity at 
Roiien ; and paffed all his time, with his young wife, in paftimes and amufe- 
ments, as if his ftate had been in the moft profound tranquillity, or his affairs in 
the moft pwofperous condition. If he ever mentioned war, it was only to give 
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himfelf vaunting airs, which in the eyes of all men of fenfe, rendered him ftill 
more defpicable and ridiculous. Let the French go on, faid he; 1 will retake in 
a day what has coft them years to acquire *. His ftupidity and indolence appeared 
fo extraordinary, that the people endeavoured to account for the infatuation by 
forcery, and believed, that he was thrown into this lethargy by fome magic or 
witchcraft. The Englifh barons, finding that their time was wafted to no pur- 
pofe, and that they mutt fuffer the difgrace of feeing, without refiftance, the 
progrefs of the French arms, withdrew from their colours, and fecretly returned’ 
to their own country t+. No one thought of defending a man, who feemed to 
have deferted himfelf ; and his fubjects looked on his fate with the fame indif- 
ference, to which, in this preffing exigency, they faw him totally abandoned. 
Joun, while he neglected all domeftic refources for his fafety, had the mean- 
nefs to betake himfelf to a foreign power, whofe protection he claimed: He ap- 
plied to the Pope, Innocent III. and entreated him to interpofe with his autho- 
rity between him and the French monarch. Innocent, pleafed with any occafion 
of exerting his fuperiority, fent Philip orders to ftop the progrefs of his arms, and 
to make peace with the King of England. But the French barons received this 
meflage with. indignation ; difclaimed the temporal authority challenged by the 
pontiff; and vowed, that they would, to the uttermoft, affift their prince againit 
all his enemies: And Philip, feconding their ardour, proceeded, inftead of obey- 


ing the Pope’s envoys, to lay fiege to Chateau Gaillard, the moft confiderablé 
fortrefs which remained to guard the frontiers of Normandy. 


Cuateau GatLearp was fituated partly on am ifland in the river Seine, partly 
on a rock oppofite to it; and was fecured by every advantage, which eithcr art 
or nature could beftow upon it, The late King, having caft his eye on this fa~ 
vourable fituation, had fpared no labour nor expence in fortifying it ; and it was 
defended by Roger de Laci, conftable of Chefter, a determined officer, at the 
head of a humerous garrifon. Philip, who defpaired of taking the place by force, 
propofed to fubdue it by famine ; and that he might cut off its communication 
with the neighbouring country, he threw a bridge acrofs the Seine, while he 
himfelf with his army blockaded it by land. The earl of Pembroke, the man of 
greateft vigour and capacity in the Englifh court, formed a plan for breaking 
thro’ the French entrenchments, and throwing relief into the place. He carried 
with him an army of 4000 infantry and 3000 cavalry, and fuddenly attacked, 
with great fuccefs, Philip’s camp in the night time ; having left orders, that’a 
fleet of feventy flat-bottomed veffels fhould fail up the Seine, and fall at the fame 


ty 
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‘nftant on: the bridge. But the wind and the current of the river, by retarding Chap. XI. 
the vefiels, difconcerted this plan-of operations; and it was morning before the ***>" 
fleet appeared ; when Pembroke, tho’ fuccefsful in the beginning of the action, 
was already repulfed with confiderable lofs, and the French King had leifure to 
defend himfelf againft thefe new affailants, who. were repulfed in-theirturn. After 
this misfortune, John-made no farther efforts for. the relief of Chateau Gaillard ; 
and Philip had all the leifure requifite for conducting and finifhing the flege. 
Roger de Laci defended himfelf for a twelvemonth with great obftinacy ; and 
having bravely repulfed. every attack, and patiently born all the hardfhips of fa- 
mine, he was at laft overpowered by a fudden affault in.the night-time, and made 
prifoner of war with his whole garrifon *.. Philip, who knew how: to refpect 
valour even in an enemy, treated him with the utmoft civil ty;.and gave him the 
whole city of. Paris forthe place of his confinement. - 

Wuen this bulwark of Normandy was-once fubdued, all-the province lay open 
to the inroads of. Philip ; and the King of England defpaired of being any longer 
able to defend it. He fecretly prepared veffels for a fcandalous flight ; and that 
the Normans might no longer doubt of his refolution to abandon:them, he or- 
dered the fortifications of Pont de !’Arche, Moulineaux, and Montfort ?Am- 
auri to be demolithed. Not daring to repofe confidence in any of his barons; 
whom he believed to be univerfally engaged in a confpiracy again{t him, he en- 
trufted the government of the province to Archas Martin and Lupicaire, two 
mercenary Brabangons, whom he had retained in his fervice.. Philip, now fecure 
of his prey, pufhed his conquetis with vigour and fuccefs againit the difmayed 
Normans. © Falaife was firft befieged; and Lupicaire, who commanded in this 
impregnable fortrefs, after furrendering the place, bafely inlifted himfelf with his 
troops in the fervice of Philip, and. carried on hoftilities againit. his antient mafter. 
Caen, Cautance, Seez, Evreux, Baieux foon fell into the hands of the French mo- 
narch, and all the lower Normandy was reduced under his dominion. To for- 
ward his enterprizes on the other divafion of the province, Gui de Thouars, at 
at the head of the Bretons, broke into the territory, and took Mount St. Michael, : 
Avranches, and all the other fortreffes in that nieghbourhood. ‘The Normans, 
who abhorred the French yoke, and who would have defended themfelves to the 
Jat extremity, if their prince had appeared to conduét them, found no refource 
but in fubmiffion ; and every city opened its gates, as foon-as Philip appeared 
before it. Roiien alone, Arques and Verneiiil determined to maintain their li- 
berties; and formed a confederacy together for mutual defence. Philip began 

with the attack of Roiien; and the inhabitants were fo inflamed with hatred_to 


* Trivet, p. 144. Gul, Britto, lib, 7, Ann. Waverl. p. 168: 
France,. 








m ¥ 
+ ‘ = 
+ pune, 




























> 


66 HI1S TOR Y oF 8G i, AD. 


* 


A 


X 


France, ‘that, on the appearance of his army, they fell on all the natives of 
that country, whom they found wichin their walls, and put them to death, But 
after the French King had begun his Operations with fuccefs, and had taken 
fome of their eutworks, the citizens, feeing no refource; offered to capitulate ; 
and demanded only thirty days to advertife their prince of their dasger, and to 
require fuccours againft the enemy. Upon the expiration of the term, as no 
fupply had arrived, they opened their gates to Philip * ; and the whole province 
{oon after imitated their example, and fubmitted to the vitor. - Thus was this 
important territory reunited to the crown of France, near three centuries after 


the ceffion of it by Charles the Simple to Rollo, the Girt duke: And the Nor: 


mans, fenfible that this conqueft was probably final, demanded the privilege of 
being governed by French laws ; which Philip, making a few alterations on thé 
antient Norman cuftoms, readily granted them. But the French monarch had too 
much ambition and genius to ftop in his prefent career of faccefS, He carried his 
victorious army into the weftern provinces ; foon reduced Anjou, Maine, Tou- 
raine, and part of Poiétou under his dominion T 3 and in this manner, the French 
crown, during the reign of one able and ative prince, received fuch an acceffion 
of power and grandeur, as, in the ordinary courfe of things, would have required 
it feveral ayes to acquire. : 

Joun on his arrival in England, that he might cover the difgrace of his own 
conduct, exclaimed loudly againtt his barons, who, he pretended, had deferted 
his ftandard in Normandy ; and he arbitrarily extorted ffom them a fev 
of all their moveables, as a punifhment for this offence ft. Soon after 
them to grant him a fcutage of two marks and a half on each knight’s fee for an 
expedition into Normandy; but he did not attempt to execute the fervice, for 
which he pretended to exact it. Next year he fummoned all the barons of hig 
realm to attend him on this foreign expedition, and colleted the fhips from all 
the fea-ports; but meeting wich oppofition from fome of his minifters, and re- 
penting him of his defign, he difmiffed both fleet and army, 
his exclamations againft the barons for deferting him. 
{mall army; and his fubjeéts believed 


enth pare 
he forced 


and then renewed 
He next put to fea with a 
» that he.was refolved to expofe himfelf to 
the utmoft hazards for the defence and recovery of his dominions - But they 
Were furprized, after a few days, to fee him return again into harbour, without 
attempting any thing. In the fubfequent feafon, he had the courage to carry his 
hoftile meafures a ftep farther. Gui de Thouars, who governed Brittany, being 
jealous of the rapid Progrets, made by his ally, the French King, promifed to 
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join the King of England with all his forces; and John ventured abroad with a Chap. XI 
confiderable army, and landed at Rochelle. He marched to Angers; which he 12°- 
took and reduced to afhes, -But the approach of Philip with an atmy threw him 
into terrors; and he immediately made propofals of peace, and fixed a place of 
interview with his enemy: But inftead of keeping this engagement, he ftole off 
with his army, embarked at Rochel’e, and returned, loaded with new fhame and 
diferace, into England. The mediation of the Pope procured him at laft a truce: 
for two years with the French monarch *; almoft all the tranfmarine provinces 
were ravifhed from him; and his Englifh barons, tho’ haraffed with arbitrary 
taxes and fruitlefs expeditions, faw themfelves and their country baffled and af- 
fronted in every enterprize. 

In an age, when perfonal valour was regarded as the chief accomplifhment, 
fuch conduét as that of John, difgraceful at any time, muft be expofed to pecu- 
liar contempt; and he could thenceforth expect to rule his turbulent vaffals with 
avery doubtful authority. But the government, exercifed by the Norman princes, 
had wound up the royal power to fo high a pitch, and fo much beyond the ufual 
tenor of the feudal conftitutions, that it behoved him to be debafed by new af- 
fronts and difgraces, ere his barons could entertain the views of confpiring againft 
him, in order to retrench his exorbitant prerogatives. The church, which, at 
that time, declined not a conteft with the moft powerful and vigorous monarchs, 
took firft advantage of John’s imbecillity ; and with the moft aggravating cir- 
cumftances of infolence and fcorn, fixed her yoke upon him. 


Tue papal chair was then filled by Innocent III. who, having attained that ,,.,.. 


dignity at the age of thirty-feven years, and being endowed with a lofty and en- The King’s 

: quarrel with 
: the court: of 
openly than any of his predeceffors, to convert that fuperiority, which was yielded France. 


‘him by all the European princes, into a real dominion over them. ‘The hierarchy, 
protected by the. Roman pontiff, had already carried to am enormous height its 
ufurpations upon the civil power; but in order to extend them farther, and ren+ 
der them ufeful to the court of Rome, it-was neceffary to reduce the ecclefiaftics 
themfelves under an abfolute monarchy, and to make them entirely dependant on 
their fpiritual leader.- For this purpofe, Innocent firfk attempted to impofe taxes 
at pleafure upon the clerey.; and in the firft year of this century, taking advan- 


terprizing genius, gave full fcope to his ambition, and attempted, perhaps more 


tage of the popular frenzy for crufades, he fent collectors over all Europe, who 


levied by his authority the fortieth of all ecclefiaftical reversies, for the relief of 
the holy land, and received the voluntary contributions of the. laity. to. a like 
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amount *. The fame year Hubert, archbifhop of Canterbury, attempted another 
innovation, favourable to ecclefiaftical and papal power: In the King’s abfence, 
he fummoned,* by his legatine authority, a fynod of all the Englifh clergy, 
contrary to the prohibition of Geoffry Fitz-Peter, the chief jufticiary; and no 
proper cenfure was ever pafied on this encroachment, the firft of the kind, upon 
the royal power. But a favourable incident foon after happened, which enabled 
fo afpiring a pontiff as Innocent, to extend {till farther his ufurpations on fo con- 
temptible a prince as John. ~ : 

Husert, the primate, died in 1205; and as the monks or canons of Chrift- 
church, Canterbury, poffeffed aright of voting in the election of their archbifhop, 
fome of the juniors of the order, who lay in wait for that event, met clandeftinely 
the very night of Fubert’s death; and without any congé d’elire from the King, 
chofe Reginald, their fub-prior, for the fucceffor; initalled him in the archi- 
epifcopal throne before midnight; and having enjoined him the ftricteft fecrecy, 
fent him immediately to Rome, in order to folicit the confirmation of his elec- 
tion +. The vanity of Reginald prevailed over his policy ; and he no fooner 


arrived in Flanders, than he revealed to every one the purpofe of his journey, 


which was immediately known in England {. The King was enraged at the 
novelty and temerity of the attempt, in filling fo important an office without his 
knowledge or confent: The fuffragan bifhops of Canterbury, who were accuf- 
tomed to concur in the choice of their primate, were no lefs difpleafed at the 
exclufion given them in this election: The elder monks of Chrift-church were 
injured by the irregular proceedings of their juniors: The juniors themfelves, 
afhamed of their conduct, and difgufted with the levity of Reginald, who had broke 
his engagement with them, were willing to fet afide his election |]: And all men 
concurred in the defign of remedying the falfe meafures, which had been taken. 
But as John knew, that this affair would be canvaffed before a fuperior tribunal, 





_ Where the interpofition of royal authority, in beftowing ecclefiaftical benefices, 


was very invidious; where even the caufe of fuffragan bifhops was not fo favourable 
as that of monks; he determined to make the new election entirely unexcep- 
tionable: He fubmitted the affair wholly to the canons of Chrift-church; and, 
departing from the right, claimed by his predeceffors, ventured no farther than 
to inform them privately, that they would do him an acceptable piece of fer- 
vice, if they chofe John de Gray, bifhop of Norwich, for their primate §. The 
€lection of that prelate was accordinely made without a contradictory vote; and 


* Rymer, vol. i. p. 119. + M. Paris, p. 148. M. Weft. p, 266. t Bids 
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the King, to obviate all contefts, endeavoured to perfuade the fuffragan bifhops 
not to infift on their right, of concurring in the eleétion.: But thefe prelates, per- 
fevering, in their pretenfions, fent an agent to maintain their caufe before Inno- 
cent; while, the King, and the convent of Chrift-church, difpatched twelve monks 
of that order to fupport, before the fame tribunal, the ele@ion of the bifhop of 
Norwich. 

_Tuus, there Jay three different claims before the Pope,’ whom all parties 
allowed.to be the fupreme arbiter of the conteft.: The claim of the fuffragans, 
being fo oppofite to the ufual maxims of the papal court, was foon fet afide: 
The election of Reginald was fo obvioufly. fraudulent and irregular, that -there 
was no poffibility of defending it :. But Innocent maintained, that, tho’ this elec- 
tion was. null and: invalid, ;it ought previoufly to have been declared {uch by the 
fovereign pontiff, before the monks could proceed to a new election; and that 
the choice of the bifhop of Norwich was of courfe as, uncanonical as that of his 
competitor *. Advantage was, therefore, taken of this fubtlety. for introducing 
a precedent, by which the fee of Canterbury, the moft important dignity in the 
church after the papal throne, fhould be ever after at the difpofal of the court of 
Rome. 

Wuuize the Pope maintained fo many fierce contefts, -in order to wreft from 
princes the right of granting inveftitures, and to exclude laymen from. all:autho- 
rity of conferring ecclefiaftical benefices, he was fupported by the united influence 
of the clergy, who, afpiring to independance, fought, with all the ardour of 
ambition, and all the zeal of fuperftition, under his facred banners. But no 
fooner was this point, after a, great effufion of blood and the convulfions of many 
ftates, eftablifhed in fome tolerable degree, than the victorious leader, as is uftal, 
turned his arms againft his own community, and afpired to center all power in 
his perfon. By the invention of referves, provifions, commendams, and other 
devices, the Pope gradually affumed the right of filling vacant benefices; and 
the plenitude of his apoftolic power, which was not fubjet to any limitations, 
fupplied all defects of title in the perfon.on whom he beftowed preferment. The 
canons which regulated elections were purpofely rendered intricate and involved : 
_Frequent difputes arofe among candidates: Appeals were every day carried to 
Rome: The apoftolic fee, befides reaping pecuniary advantages from thefe con- 
tefts, often exercifed the power of fetting afide both the litigants, and on pre- 
tence of appeafing faction, nominated a. third perfon, who might-be more accep- 
table to the contending parties. 


* M. Paris, p. 155. Chron. de Mailr. p. 182.. 
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Tux prefent controverfy about the election to the fee of Canterbury afforded 
Innocent an opportunity of claiming this right; and he failed not to perceive and 
avail himfelf of his advantage. He fent for the twelve monks deputed by the con- 
vent to maintain the caufe of the bifhop of Norwich; and commanded them, un- 
der the penalty of excommunication, to chufe for their primate, cardinal Langton, 
an Englifhman by birth, but educated in France, and connected, by his interefts. 
and attachments, with the fee of Rome*. In vain did the monks reprefent, 
that they had received from their convent no authority for this purpofe; that an- 
election, without a previous writ from the King, would be deemed highly irre- 
gular; and that they: were merely agents for another perfon, whofe right they 


had no power nor pretence to abandon. None of them had the courage to per- 


fevere in this oppofition, except one, Elias de Brantefield: All the reft, over- 
come by the menaces and authority of the Pope, complied with his orders, and 
made the election required of them. 


Innocent, fenfible that this fagrant ufurpation would be highly refented by 
the court of England, wrote John a mollifying letter; fent him four golden 
rings fet with-precious {tones ; and endeavoured to enhance the value of his pre- 
fent, by informing him of the many myfteries which were implied in it. He 
begged him to confider ferioufly the form of the tings, their number, their matter, 
and their colour. Their form, he faid, being round, fhadowed out Eternity, 
which had neither beginning nor end; and he ought thence to learn his duty of 
afpiring from earthly objects to heavenly, from things temporal to things eter- 
nal. -The number four, being a fquare, denoted fteadinefs of mind, not to be 
fubverted either by adverfity or profperity, fixed for ever on-the firm bafis of the 
four cardinal virtues, Gold, which is the matter, being the moft precious of 
metals, fignified wifdom, which isthe moft precious of all accomplifhments, and 
juftly preferred by Solomon to riches, power, and all exterior attainments. The 
blue colour of the emerald reprefented Faith ; the verdure of the faphire, Hope; 
the rednefs of the ruby, Charity; and the fplendor of the topaz, Good Works +, 
By thefe-conceits, Innocent endeavoured to repay John for one of the moft im- 
portant prerogatives of his crown, which he had ravifhed from him; conceits 
probably admired by Innocent himfelf. For it is eafily poffible for a man, efpe- 
cially in a. barbarous age, to unite {trong talents for bufinefs with an abfurd tafte 
in {cience and the arts. : 

JOHN was enflamed with the utmoft rage, when 


he heard of this attempt of 
the court of Rome t 


3; and he immediately vented his paffion on the monks of 
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Chrift-church, whom he found inclined to fupport the eleétion made by their 
brethren at Rome. He fent Fulk de Cantelupe, and Henry de Cornhulle, two 
knights of his train, men of violent tempers and rude manners, to expel them the 


convent, and take poffeffion of their revenues. Thefe knights entered the mona-* 


{tery with drawn {words, commanded the prior and the monks to depart the 
kingdom, and menaced them, that, in cafe of difobedience, they would inftantly 


burn them with the convent*. Innocent, prognofticating, from the violence . 


and imprudence of thefe meafures, that John would. finally fink in the conteft, 
perfevered the more vigoroufly in his pretenfions, and exhorted the King not to 
oppofe God and the church any longer, nor to perfecute that caufe for which the 
holy martyr, St. Thomas, had facrificed his life, and which had exalted him 
equal to the higheft faints in heaven >: A fufficient hint to John to profit by the 
example, of his father, and to remember the prejudices and eftablifhed principles 
_ of his fubjects, who bore a profound veneration to that martyr, and regarded his 
merits as the fubject of their chief glory and exultation. 


Tue pontiff;-finding that John was not yet fufficiently tamed to fubmiffion, 
fent three prelates, the bifhops of London, Ely, and Worcefter, to intimate to 
him, that, if he perfevered in his difobedience, Innocent would be obliged to 
put the kingdom under the fentence of interdiét f. All the other prelates threw 
themfelves on their knees before him, and entreated him, with tears in their eyes, 
to prevent the fcandal of this fentence, by making a fpeedy fubmiffion to his {pi- 
ritual Father, by receiving from his hands the new elected primate, and by reftor- 
ing the monks of Chrift-church to all their rights and pofleffions. He burft out 
into the moft indecent invectives againft the prelates ; fwore by God’s teeth, his 
ufual oath, that if the Pope prefumed to put his kingdom under an interdict, he 
would fend to him all the bifhops and clergy of England, and would confilcate 
all their eftates ; and threatened, that, if thenceforth he caught any Romans in 
his dominions, he would put out their eyes, and cut off their nofes, in order to 
feta mark upon them, which might diftinguifh them from all other nations |j. 
Amidft all this idle violence, John ftood on fuch bad terms with his nobility, that 
he never dared to aflemble the ftates of the kingdom, who, in fo jult a caufe, 
would probably have adhered to any other monarch, and have defended with vf- 
gour the liberties of the nation againft thefe palpable ufurpations of the court 
of Rome. Innocent, therefore, perceiving the King’s weaknels, iffued at lait 
the fentence of interdiét, which he had for fome time held fufpended over him §.. 


* M, Paris, p. 156. Trivet, p. 151. Ann. Waver!,. p, 169. + M. Paris,. p..157-' 
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Chap. XI. Tue fentence of interdict was at that time the great inftrument of vengeance 
1200. and policy employed by the court of Rome ; was pronounced againtt fovereigns 
Interdi@ of for the lighteft offences; .and made the guilt of one.perfon involve the ruin of 
the kingdom, millions, even in their {piritual and.eternal .welfare. The execution of -it was 
artificially calculated to ftrike the fenfes in the higheft degree, and to operate with 
irrefiftible force on. the fuperftitious minds of the people. The nation was of a 
fudden deprived of all exterior exercife of its religion: The-altars were defpoiled 
of their ornaments: The crofizs, the reliques, the images, the ftatues of ‘the 
faints were laid on the ground ; and as:if the air itfelf were profaned, and might 
pollute them by its contact, the priefts carefully covered them up, even from 
their own approach and veneration. The ufe of bells entirely ceafed in all the 
churches: The bells themfelves were removed from the fteeples, and laid on the 
ground with the other facred utenfils. Mafs was celebrated with fhut doors ;- and 
none but the priefts were admitted'to that holy inftitution. ‘The laity partook 
of no religious rite, except baptifm to new-born infants, and the communion to 
the dying: The dead were not interred in confecrated ground: They were thrown 
into ditches, or buried in common fields ; and. their obfequies were not attended 
with prayers or any hallowed ceremony. Marriage was celebrated in the church- 
yards *; and that every action in life might bear the marks of this dreadful fitua- 
tion, the people were prohibited the ufe of meat, as in Lent, or times of. the 
higheft penance ;_were debarred from all pleafures and entertainments ; and were 
forbid even to falute each other, or fo much asto thave their beards, and, give 
any decent attention to their perfon and apparel. Every circumftance carried the 
fymptoms of the deepeft diftrefs; and of the moft immediate apprehenfions of 
divine vengeance and indignation. | - 

Tuez King, that he. might oppofe Sis temporal to ¢heér {piritual. terrors, im- 
mediately, from his own authority, confifcated the eftates of all the clergy who 
obeyed, the interdict +3 banifhed the prelates, confined the monks to their con- 
vent, and gave them only fuch afmall-allowance from their own eftates, as would 
fuffice to provide them in food:end rayment. He treated with the urmoft rigour 
all _Langton’s adherents, and every one who. fhowed_any. difpofition to obey, the 
orders of Rome: And that he might diftrefs . the clergy in the tendereft point, 
and at the fame time expofe them to reproach.and ridicule, he threw into prifon 
all their concubines, and required high fines and confifcations-as the. price of their 
Siberty q. isaesss}, 2 eit | eat 

AFTER the canons, which eftablithed the celibacy of the clergy, were, by the 
zealous endeavours of archbifhop'Anfelm, more rigoroufly executed in England, 
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the-ecclefiaftics gave, almoft univerfally and avowedly, into the ufe of concubinage ; 
and the court of Rome, which had no iniereft.in prohibiting this practice, bide 
a very flight oppofition to it. The cuftom was become fo prevalent, that in fome 
cantons of Swifferland, before the reformation, the laws not only permitted, but, 
to avoid fcandal, enjoined the ufe of concubines to the younger clergy * ; and it 
was ufual every where for priefts to apply to their ordinary, and obtain from him 
a formal liberty for this indulgence. The bifhop commonly took care to pre- 
vent this practice from degenerating into licentioufnefs: He confined the prieft 
to the ufe of one woman, required him to be conftant to her bed, obliged him to 
provide for her fubfiftance and that of her children; and, tho’ the offspring was, 
in the eye of the law, deemed illegitimate this commerce was really a kind of 
inferior marriage, fuch as is ftill practifed in Germany among the nobles; and 
may be regarded by the candid as an appeal, from the tyranny of civil and eccle- 
Gaftical inftitutions, to the more virtuous and more unerring laws of nature. 

Tue quarrel between the King and the fee of Rome continued for fome years ; 
and tho’ many of the clergy, from the fear of punifhment, obeyed the ordcss of 
John, and celebrated divine fervice, they complied with the utmoft reluctance, 


and were regarded, both by themfelves and the people, as men who betrayed 


their principles, and facrificed: their -confcience to temporal regards and interefts. 
During this violent fituation, the King, in order to give a luftre to his govern- 
ment, attempted military expeditions, againft Scotland, againft Ireland, againft 
the Welfh+ ; and he commonly prevailed, more from the weaknefs of his ene- 
mies than from his own vigour or abilities. Meanwhile, the danger to which 
his government ftood continually expofed from the difcontents of the ecclefiaftics, 
increafed his natural propenfion to tyranny ; and he feems even wantonly to have 
difgufted,all orders of men, efpecially his nobles, from. whom alone he could rea- 
fonably expect fupport and affiftance. He difhonoured their families by h's licen- 
tious amours; he publifhed edicts, prohibiting them from hunting feathered game, 
and thereby, reftrained them, from their favourite occupation and amufement f ; 
he ordered, all the hedges and fences near his forefts to be levelled, that his deer 
might have more ready accefs into the fields for pafture; and he continually 
loaded -the nation with arbitrary taxes and impofitions, Confcious of the general 
hatred. which -he had incurred, he required’ his nobility to give him hoftages. for 
fecurity .of their allegiance; and they were obliged to put into his hands their 
fons, Gr nephews,.or near. relations. When his. meflengers. came with like or- 
ders to the cattle of William de Braoufe, a baron of great note, the lady of that 
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nobleman replied, that fhe would never entrut her fon into the hands of one who 
had murdered his own nephew, while in his caftody. Her hufband reproved her 
for the feverity of this fpeech; but, fenfible of his danger, he immediately fled 
with his wife and fon into Ireland, where le endeavoured to conceal himfelf, 
The King difcovered the unhappy family in their retreat ; feized the wife and. 
fon, whom he ftarved to death in prifon; and the baron himfelf narrowly efcap- 


ed, by flying into France *. 


Tue church of Rome had artificially contrived a gradation of fentences, by 
which fhe kept offenders in.awe, ftill affordedthem an Opportunity of preventing 
the next anathema by fubmiffion ; and in cafe of their obftinacy, was able to re- 
frefh the horror of the people again{ft them, by new denunciations of the wrath 
and vengeance of heaven. As the fentence of interdict had not operated the de- 
fired effect on John, and as his people, tho” extremely difcontented, had hitherto 
been reftrained from rifing into open rebellion again{t him, he was foon to look 
for the fentence of excommunication: And he had reafon to apprehend, that, 
notwith{tanding all his precautions, the moft dangerous confequences might enfue 
from it. He was witnefs of the other fcene, which, at that very time, were 
acting in Europe, and which difplayed the uabounded and uncontrouled power 
of the papacy. Innocent, far from being difmayed at his contefts with the King 
of England, had excommunicated the Empeor Otho, John’s nephew +; and 
foon brought that powerful and haughty prine to fubmit to his authority. He 
publifhed a crufade againft the Albigenfes, afpecies of enthufiatts in the fouth 
of France, whom he denominated heretics, becaufe, like other enthufiafts, they 
neglected the rites of the church, and oppofed the power and influence of the 
clergy: The people from all parts of Europe, moved by their fuperftition and 
their paffion for wars and adventures, flocked to his ftandard: Simon de Mont. 
fort, the general of the crufade, acquired to himfelf a fovereignty in thefe pro- 
vinces: The count de Tholoufe, who prote&ed the Albigenfes, was defpoiled 
of his dominions: And thefe fectaries themfelves, tho’ the moft innocent and in- 
offenfive of mankind, were exterminated with all the circumftances of the moft 
extreme violence and barbarity. Here was theefore both an army and a general, 
dangerous from their zeal and valour, ready to act againft John; and Innocent, 
after keeping the thunder long fufpended gave at laft authority to the bifhops of 
London, Ely, and Worcefter, to denounce the fentence of excommunication 
againft him f. Thefe prelates obeyed tho? their brethren were deterred from 
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publifhing, as the Pope required of them, the fentence in the Kine churches of Chap. XF. 
their diocefes. 1209. 


No fooner was the excommunication known, than the effeéts of it appeared. 
Geoffrey, archdeacon of Norwica, who was entrufted with a confiderable office 
in the court of exchequer, being informed of it while fitting on the bench, ob- 
ferved to his brethren the dangerof ferving under an excommunicated King; and 
he immediately left his chair, and departed the court. John gave orders to feize 
him, to throw him into prifon, to cover his head with a great leaden cope; and 
by this and other fevere ufage, he foon put an end to his life *: Nor was there * 
any thing wanting to Geoffrey, except the dignity and rank of Becket’ to exalt 
him to an equal ftation in heaver with that great and celebrated martyr. Hugh 
de Wells, the King’s chancellor. being elected, by his appointment, bifhop of 
Lincoln, upon a vacancy in that fee, defired leave to go abroad, in order to re- 
ceive confecration from the arcibifhop of Roiien; but he no fooner reached 
France, than he haftened to Pontgny, where Langton then refided, and paid fub- 
miffions to him as his primate. The bifhops, finding themfelves expofed equally 
to the jealoufy of the King and hatred of the people, gradually ftole out of the 
kingdom ; and at Jaft there remned only three prelates to perform the funCtions 
of the epifcopal office +. Many of the nobility, terrified with John’s tyranny, 
and obnoxious to him on’one account or other, imitated the example of the bi- 
fhops ; and moft of the others, vho remained, were with reafon fufpected of hav- 
ing fecretly entered into a confeceracy againft him {. John was alarmed at his 
dangerous fituation; a fituation, which prudence, vigour, and popularity, might 
formerly have prevented, but whch no virtues nor abilities were now fufficient to : 
remedy. He defired a conferesce with Langton at Dover; offered to acknow- 
ledge him as primate, to fubmit to the Pope, to reftore the exiled clergy, even 
to pay them a limited fum of money as a compenfation for the rents of their con- 

% fifcated eftates. But Langton, perceiving his advantage, was not fatisfied with 
thefe conceffions: He demanded, that full reftitution and reparation fhould be 
made to all the clergy; a condiion fo exorbitant, that the King, who probably 
had not the power of fulfillingit, and who forefaw that this Bath ation of da- ~ 
mages might amount to an infinite fum, finally broke off the conference |]. 


THe next gradation of papa fentences was to abfolve John’s fubjects from yo 42. 
their oaths of fidelity and allegance, and to declare every one excommunicated 
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who had any commerce with him, in public or in private; at his table, in his 
council, or even in private converfation *: And this fentence was accordingly, 
with all imaginable folemnity, denounced againft him. But as John {till perfe- 
vered in his contumacy, there remained nothing but the fentence of depofition. ; 
which, tho’ intimately connected with the former, had been diftinguifhed from 
it by the artifice of the Romifh church;~and Innocent determined to dart this 
Jaft thunder-bolt againft the refractory monarch. But as a fentence of this kind 
required an armed force to execute it, the pontiff, cafting his eyes around, pitched 
at lait on Philip, King of France, as the perfon, into whofe powerful hand he 
could moft properly entruft that weapon, the ultimate refource of his shoftly 
authority. And he proffered that monarch, befides the remiffion of all his fing 
and endlefs fpiritual benefits, the property and poffeffion of the kingdom of Eng- 
land, as the reward of his labour +. 


I'r was the common concern of all princes to oppofe thefe exorbitant pretenfions 
of the Roman pontiff, by which they themfelves were rendered vaffals, and vaffals 
totally dependant, of the papal crown: Yet even Philip, the moft able monarch 
of the age, was feduced, by prefent intereft, and by the profpect of fo tempting a 
prize, to accept this liberal offer of the pontiff, and thereby to ratify that autho- 
rity, which, if he ever oppofed its boundlefs ufurpations, might, next day, tumble 
him from the throne, He levied a great army ; fummoned all the vaffals of his 
crown to attend him at Rouen ; collected a fleet of 1700 veflels, great and {mall, 
in the fea-ports of Normandy and Picardy; and partly from the zeal of the age, 
partly from the perfonal regard, univerfally paid him, prepared a force, which 
feemed equal to the greatnefs of his enterprize, The King, on the other hand, 
iffued out writs,. requiring the attendance of all his military vaffals at Dover; and 
even of all able-bodied men, to defend the kingdom in this dangerous extremity, 
An infinite number appeared ; of whom he felected an army of 60,000 men; a 
power invincible, had they been united in affections to their prince, and animated 
with a becoming zeal for the defence of their native country [. But the. people 
were {wayed by fuperftition, and regarded their King with horror, as anathematized 
by papal cenfures: The barons, befides lying under the fame prejudices, were all 
difgufted with his tyranny, and were, many of them, fufpected of holding a 
fecret correfpondence with the enemy: And the incapacity and cowardice of 
the king himéfelf, ill fitted. to firuggle with thofe mighty difficulties, made.men 
prognofticate the moft fatal effects from the French invafion. : ) 
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Panpoxr, whom the Pope had chofen for his legate, and appointed to head this 
important expedition, had, before he left Rome, applied for a fecret conference 
with his mafter, and had afked him, whether, if the King of England, in this 
defperate fituation, were willing to fubmit to the apoftolic fee, he thould grant 
him any terms of accommodation *? Innocent, who expeéted more advantages 
from his agreement witha prince fo abject both in chara@ter and fortune, than 
from his alliance with a great and victorious monarch, who, after fuch mighty 
acquifitions, might become too haughty to be bound by {piritual chains, ex- 
plained to Pandolf the cenditions en which he was willing to be reconciled to the 
King of England. The legate, therefore, as foon as he arrived in the north of 
France, fent over two knights templars to defire an interview with John at Dover, 
which was readily granted ; and he there reprefented to him, in fuch ftrong, and 
probably in fuch true colours, his loft condition, the difaffection of his fubjects, 
the fecret combination of his vaffals againft him, the mighty armament of France, 
that John yielded at difcretion +, and fubfcribed to all the conditions which Pan- 
dolf was pleafed to impofe upon him. He promifed, among other articles, 
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that 1,6 King’s 


he would fubmit himfelf entirely to the judgment of the Pope; that he would fabmifion to 
acknowledge Langton for primate; that he would reftore all the exiled clergy ¢ Pore. 


and Jaity, who had been banifhed on account of the conteft ; that he would make 
them full reftitution of their goods, and compenfation for all damages, and in- 
{tantly confign eight thoufand pounds, in part of payment; and that every one 
outlawed or imprifoned for their adherence to the Pope, fhould immediately be 
received into grace and favour {. Four barons {wore, along with the King, to 
the obfervance of this ignominious treaty 

Bur the ignominy of the King was not yet carried to-its full height. Pandolf, 
as the firft fpecimen of his deference to the Pope’s orders, required him to refign 
his kingdom to the church, and he perfuaded him, that he could no way fo effec- 
tually difappoint the French invafion, as by thus putting himfelf under the im- 
mediate protection of the apoftolic fee. John, lying under the agonies of prefent 
terror, made no fcruple of fubmitting to this condition. He paffed a charter, in 
which he faid, that, not conftrained by fear, but of his own free-will, and by the 
common advice and confent of his barons, he had, for the remiffion of his own 
fins and thofe of his family, refigned England and Ireland to God, to St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and to Pope Innocent and his fucceffors in the apoftolic chair: 
He agreed to hold thefe dominions as feudatory of the church of Rome, by the 
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annual payment of a thoufand marks; feven hundred for England, three hun- 
dred for Ireland: And he ftipulated, that if he or his fucceffors fhould ever pre- 
fume to revoke or infringe this charter, they fhould inftantly, except upon ad- 
monition they repented them of their offence, forfeit all right to their dominions *. 


In confequence of this agreement, John did homage to Pandolf as the Pope’s 
Jegate, with all the humiliating rites which the feudal law required of vaffals be- 
fore their liege-lord and fuperior. He came difarmed into the legate’s prefence, 
who was feated on a thrones he flung himfelf on his knees before him; he lifted 
up his joined hands, and put them within thofe of Pandolf; he {wore fealty to 
the Popes and he paid part of the tribute, which he owed for his kingdom as the 
patrimony of St. Peter. The legate, elated by this fupreme triumph of facerdo- 
tal power, could not forbear difcovering extravagant fymptoms of joy and exul- 
tation: He trampled on the money, which was laid at his feet as an earneft of 
the fubjection of the kingdom: An infolence, which, however offenfive to all the 
Englifh, no one prefent, except the archbifhop of Dublin, dared take any no- 
tice of. But tho’ Pandolf had brought the King to fubmit to thefe bafe condi- 
tions, he {till refufed to take off the excommunication and interdié, till an efti- 
mation fhould be taken of the loffes of the ecclefiaftics, and full compenfation and 
re(titution fhould be made them. 

Joun, reduced to this abject fituation under a foreign power, {till fhowed the 
fame difpofition to tyranny over his fubjeéts, which had been the chief caufe of 
all his misfortunes. One Peter of Pomfret, a hermit, had foretold, that the 
King, this very year, fhould lofe his crown; and for that rath prophecy, he had 
been thrown into prifon in Corfe-caftle. John now determined to bring him to 
punifhayent as an impoftor: and tho’ the man pleaded, that this prophecy was 
fulfilled, and that the King had loft the royal and independant crown which he 
formerly wore, the defence was fuppofed to augment his guilt: He was dragoed 


at horfes tails to the town of Warham, and there hanged-on a eibbet with his 
fon +, 


Wuen Pandolf, after receiving the homage of John, returned to the court of 
France, he congratulated Philip on the fuccefs of his pious enterprize ; and in- 
formed him, that John, moved by the terror of the French arms, had now come 
to a juft fenfe of his guilt; had returned to obedience under the apoltolic fee ; 
had even confented to do homage to the Pope for his dominions; and having 
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chug made his kingdom a part of St. Peter’s patrimony, had rendered it impof- 
fible for any Chriftian prince, without the moft manifeft and moft flagrant im- 
piety, to attack him * Philip was in a rage on receiving this intelligence: He 
exclaimed, that having, at the Pope’s inftigation, undertaken an expedition, 
which had coft him above 60,000 pounds fterling, he was fruftrated of his pur- 
pofe, at the time when its fuccefs was become infallible: He complained, that 
all the expence had fallen upon him ; all the advantage had accrued to Innocent : 
He threatened to be no longer the dupe of thefe hypocritical pretences : And af- 
fembling his vaflals, he laid before them the ill treatment which he had received, 
expofed the ‘nterefted and fraudulent conduct of the Pope, and required their af- 
{tance to execute his enterprize againit England, in which, he told them, that, 
notwithftanding the inhibitions and menaces of the legate, he was determined to 
perfevere. The French barons were in that age little lefs ignorant and fuperfti- 
tious than the Englifh: Yet, fo much.does the influence of thefe religious prin- 
ciples depend on the prefent difpofition of mens minds! they all vowed to follow 
their prince on his intended expedition, and were refolute not to be difappointed 
of that glory and thofe riches, which they had long expected from this enter 
prize. The earl of Flanders alone, who had previoufly formed a fecret treaty 
with John, declaring againft the injuftice and impiety of the undertaking, with- 
drew with his forces +; and Philip, that he might not leave fo dangerous an 
enemy behind him, firft turned his arms againft the dominions of that prince. 
Meanwhile, the Englith fleet was affembled under the earl of Salifbury, the King’s 
natural brother, and tho’ inferior in number, received orders to attack the F rench 
‘n their harbours: Salifbury performed this fervice with fo much fuccefs, that he 
took three hundred fhips; deftroyed a hundred more +t: And Philip, finding it 
impoffible to prevent the reft from falling into the hands of the enemy, fet fire to 
them himfelf, and. thereby rendered it impoffible for him to proceed any farther 


in his enterprize. 

Joun, exulting in his prefent fecurity, infenfible to his paft difgrace, was fo 
elated with this fuccefs, that he thought of no lefs than of invading France in his 
turn, and of recovering all thofe provinces which the profperous arms of Philip had 
formerly ravifhed from him, He propofed this expedition to the barons, who 
were already aflembled for the defence of the kingdom. But the Englifh barons 
both hated and defpifed their prince: They prognofticated no fuccefs to any ¢n- 
terprize conducted by fuch a leader: And pretending, that their time of fervice 


was elapfed, and all their provifions exhaufted, they refufed to fecond his under- 
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embarked with a few 


followers, and failed to Jerfey, in the foolith notion, that. the barons would at 


laft be afhamed to {tay behind +. But finding 


to England; and raifine fome troops, threatened to take vengeance on all his 
nobles for their defertion and difobedience. The archbifhop of Canterbury, who 
was in a confederacy with the-nobles, here interpofed ; ftrictly inhibited the King 
from thinking of fuch an attempt; and threatened him with a renewal of the fen- 


tence of excommunication, if he pretended to levy war Upon any of his fubjects, 
before the kingdom was freed from the fentence of interdi& ae 


Yue church had diffolved the feveral anathemas pronounced againft John, by 
the fame gradual progrefs with which fhe had at firft iffaed them. 

his homage, and admitting him to the rank of vaffal, his depofition was annulled; 
and his fubjects were again bound by their oaths of alleciance. The exiled pre- 
Jates then returned in great triumph, with. Langton at their head; and -the King, 
hearing of their approach, went forth to meet them, and throwing himfelf on 
the ground before.them, he entreated them with tears to have compafiion on him 
and the kingdom of England |. The primate, feeing thefe marks of fincere pe- 
nitence, led him to the chapter-houfe of Winchefler, and there adminiftered an 
oath, to.him, by which he again {wore fealty and obedience to Pope Innocent and 
his fucceflors ; promifed to love, maintain, and defend holy: church and the 

clergy ; engaged, that he would re-eftablifh the- good laws of. his anceftors, pars 

ticularly thofe of St. Edward, and would abolifh the wicked ones: and exprefied _ 
his refolution of Maintaining juftice and right in all his dominions §. The pri- 

mate next gave him abfolution in the requifite forms, and admitted him to dine. 
with him, to the great joy of all the people. The fentence, however, of inter- 


A. new legate, Nicholas, bifhop of 
Frefcati, came into England, in the place. of. Pandolf ; 


; and he declared it ta. be 
the Pope’s intentions never to loofen that fentence, till full reftitution was made 


hem, and ample reparation for all da- 
mages ‘which they had fultained +: He only permitted mafs to be faid with a 


low voice in the churches, till thefe loffés and damages could be eftimated to the 
fatisfaction of the parties. Certain barons were appointed to tale an account of 
the claims *; and John was aftonifhed at the greatnefs of the {ums, to which the 


clergy made their loffes to amount, No lefs than twenty thoufand mark 


sS were 
demanded by the monks of Canterbury alone; twenty-three thoufand for the fee. 
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of Lincoln* ; and the King, finding thefe pretenfions to be infinite and endlefs, Chap. XI. 
proffered the clergy the fum of an hundred thoufand marks for a final acquittal, 1213: 
The clergy rejected the offer with difdain; but the Pope, willing to favour his 

new vaflal, whom he found zealous in his declarations of fealty, and regular in 
paying the ftipulated tribute to Rome, directed his legate to accept of forty thou- 

fand +. The ifflue of the whole was, that the bifhops and confiderable abbots 

got reparation beyond what they had any title to demand: The inferior clergy 

were obliged to fit down contented with their loffes =: And the King, after the 
fentence of interdict was taken off, renewed, in the moft folemn manner, and by 

a new chatter, fealed with gold, his profeffions of homage and obedience to the 

fee of Rome |]. 


Wuewn ‘this vexatious affair was at laft brought to a conclufion, the King, as ra; 
if he had nothing farther to attend to but triumphs and viétories, -went over to 
Poictou, which ftill acknowledged his authority§; and he carried war into Phi- 
lip’s dominions. He befieged a caftle near Angiers ; but the approach of prince 
Lewis, Philip’s fon; obliged:him to raife the fiege with fuch precipitation, that 
he left his tents, machines, and baggage behind him; and he returned to Eng- 
land with difgrace. About the fame time, he heard of the great and decifive 
victory gained by the King of France at Bovines-over the Emperor Otho, who 
had entered France at the head of 150,000 Germans ;: a victory which eftablifhed 
for ever the glory of Philip, and gave full fecurity to all his dominions. John 
could therefore think henceforth of nothing farther, than of ruling peaceably his 
own kingdom ; and his clofe conjunction with the Pope, which he was deter- 
mined at any price to maintain, enfured him, as he imagined, the certain attain- 
ment of this object. But the laft and moft grievous fcene of this prince’s mif- 
fortunes ftill awaited him; and he was deftined:to pafs thro’ a feries of more hu- 

| miliating circumftances than had ever yet fallen to the lot. of any other monarch, 
| Tue introduétion of the feudal Jaw into England by William the Conqueror’... rentsof 
had much infringed the liberties, however. imperfect, enjoyed. by the Anglo- the barons. 
Saxons in their antient government, and had reduced the whole people to a ftate 
of: vaffalage under the King or barons, and even the greateft: part of them to a 
real ftate of flavery. The neceffity alfo of devolving great power into the hands 
of a prince, who was to maintain a military dominion over a-vanquifhed nation, 
had engaged the Norman barons to fubmit to a more rigorous and ‘abiolute au- 
thority, than that to which menof their-rank, in other feudal governments, were’ 


* Chron. Dunit; vol. i. p. 64, + M. Paris, p. 173. Chron. “Dunit. vol. i.-p. 62. 
+t Aan. Waverl,. p. 179. | M, Paris, p, 172. § Queen Eleanor died in 1203 Or 1204. 
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Chee ree commonly fubjected.. The prerogatives of the crown, once raifed to a high pitch, 
zt4. were not eafily reduced ; and the nation, during the courfe df an hundred and fifty a 
years, had groaned under a tyranny, unknown to all the kingdoms founded by ‘7 
the northern conquerors. Henry I. that he might allure the people to give an : 
exclufion to his elder brother Robert, had granted them a charter, favourable in 
many particulars to their liberties; Stephen had renewed this grant; Henry II. 
had confirmed it: But the conceffions of all thefe princes had ftill remained with- 
out effect ; and the fame unlimited, at leaft irregular authority, continued to be 
exercifed both by them and their fucceflors.. The only happinefs was, that arms 
were never yet ravifhed from the hands of the barons and people: The nation, 
by a great confederacy, might ftill vindicate its liberties: And nothing was more 
likely, than the character, conduét, and fortunes of the prefent fovereign, to 
produce fuch a general union and combination acain{t him, E.qually odious and : 
contemptible, both in public and private life, he affronted the barons by his in- 
folence, difhonoured their families by his gallantries, enraged them by his tyran- 
ny, and gave difcontent to all ranks of men by-his endlefs exa@ions and impofi- 
tions *, The effect of thefe lawlefs practices had already appeared in the general 
demand made by the barons of a reftoration of their privileges ; and after he had 
reconciled himfelf to the Pope, by abandoning the independance of the kingdom, 
he appeared to all the world in fo mean a light, that they univerfally thought 
they might with fafety and honour infift upon their pretenfions. , 


















Bur nothing forwarded this confederacy fo much as the concurrence of Lang- 
ton, archbifhop of Canterbury; a man, whofe memory, tho’ he was obtruded 
on the nation by a palpable incroacliment of the fee of Rome, ought always to 
be refpected by the Englith. This prelate, whether he was moved by the ge- 
nerofity of his nature and his affection to public good ; or had entertained an ani- 
mofity againft John, on account of the long oppofition made by that prince to 
his election ; or thought, that an acquifition of liberty to the people would ferve 

.to increafe and fecure the privileges of the church; had formed. the plan of re- 
forming the government, and had prepared the way for that great innovation, 
by inferting thofe fingular claufes above-mentioned in‘the oath, which he admi- 
niftred to the King, before he would abfolve him from the fentence of excom- 
munication. Soon after, in a private meeting of fome principal barons at Lon- 
don, he fhowed them a copy of Henry I.’s charter, which, he faid, he had hap- 
pily found in a monaftery ; and he exhorted them to infift on the renewal and 
obfervance of it: The barons fwore, that they would fooner lofe their lives than 
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depart from fo reafonable a demand*, The confederacy began now to fpread 
wider, and to comprehend almoft all the barons of England; and a new and 


Chap. XI, 


more numerous meeting was fummoned by Langton at St. Edmondfbury, under November. 


colour of devotion. He again produced to the aflembly the old charter of 
Henry ; renewed his exhortations of unanimity and vigour in the profecution of 
their purpofe; and reprefented in the ftrongeft colours the tyranny to which they 
had fo long been fubjeéted, and from which it now behoved them to free them- 
felves and their pofterity +. The barons, inflamed by his eloquence, incited by 
the fenfe of their wrongs, and encouraged by the appearance of their power and 
numbers, folemnly took an oath before the high altar, to adhere to each other, 
to infift on their demands, and to make endlefs war on the King, till he fhould 
fubmit to grant them}. They agreed, that, after the feftival of Chriftmas, 
they would prefer in a body their common petition ; and in the mean time, they 
feparated, after mutually promifing, that they would put themfelves in a pofture 
of defence, would inlift men and purchafe arms, and would fupply their caftles 
with the neceflary provifions. 


Tue barons appeared in London on the day appointed ; and demanded of the 


1216. 


King, that, in confequence of his own oath before the primate, as well as in Ot January 


deference to their juft rights, he would grant them a renewal of Henry’s charter, 
and a confirmation of the laws of St. Edward. The King, alarmed with their 
zeal and unanimity, as well as with their power, required a delay; promifed, 
that at the feftival of Eafter, he would give them a pofitive anfwer to their pe- 
tition; and offered them the archbifhop of Canterbury, the bithop of Ely, and 
the earl of Pembroke, the Marefchal, as fureties for his fulfilling this engage- 
ment ||. The barons accepted of the terms, and peaceably returned to their 


caftles. 

Durine this interval, John, in order to break or fubdue the league of his 
barons, endeavoured to avail himfelf of the ecclefiaftical power, of whofe influ- 
ence he had, from his own recent misfortunes, had fuch fatal experience. He 
granted to the clergy a charter, abandoning for ever that important prerogative, 
for which his father and all his anceftors had zealoufly contended ; yielding to 
them the free election on ali vacancies; referving only the power to iffue a congé 
d’elire, and to fubjoin a confirmation of the eleétion; and declaring, that, if 
either of thefe were with-held, the choice fhould neverthelefs be deemed juft and: 


* M. Paris, p. 167. + M, Paris, p. 175+ t M..Paris, p. 175. 
|) M. Paris, p. 176. M. Weft. p. 273. 
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fell into the hands of thefe gallant 
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valid *. He made a vow to lead an army into Paleftine againft the infidels, and 
he took on him the crofs; in hopes, that he would receive from the church that 
protection, which fhe tendered to every’one that had entered into this facred and 
meritorious engagement f. And he fent to Rome his agent, William de Mau- 
clerc, in order to appeal to the Pope againft the tyranny of his barons, and pro- 
cure him a favourable fentence from that powerful tribunal t. The barons alfo 
were not negligent on their part in endeavouring to engage the Pope in their in- 
terefts: They difpatched Euftace de Vefcie to Rome ; laid their cafe before In- 
nocent as their feudal lord; and petitioned him to interpofe his authority with 
the King, and oblige him to reftore and confirm all their juft and undoubted 
privileges |. 

Innocent beheld with regret the difturbances which had 
and was much inclined to favour John in his pretenfions. He had no other hopes 
of retaining and extending his newly acquired fuperiority over that kingdom, but 
by fupporting fo bafe and degenerate a prince, who was willin 
confideration to his prefent fafety ; and he forefaw, 


arifen in England, 


& to facrifice every 
that, if the adminiftration 
and high-fpirited barons, they would vindi- 
cate the-honour, liberty, and independance of the nation, with the fame ardour 
which they now exerted in defence of their own. He wrote letters therefore to 
the prelates, to the nobility, and to the King himfelf. He exhorted the firft to 
employ their good offices in conciliating peace between the contending 
and putting an end to civil difcord: To the fecond, he exprefied his difa 
tion of their conduct in employing force to extort conceflions from their reluctant 
favereign: The laft, he advifed to treat his nobles with grace and indulgence, 
and to grant them fuch of their demands as fhould appear juft and reafonable §. 


Tue barons eafily faw, from the tenor of thefe letters, that they muft lay their 
account with having the Pope, as well as the King, for their adverfary; but 
they had already advanced too far to recede from their pretenfions, and their paf- . 
lions were fo deeply engaged, that it exceeded even the power of fuperftition itfelf 
any longer to controul them. They alfo forefaw, that the thunders of Rome, 


when not feconded by the efforts of the Englith ecclefiaftics, would be of {mall 
moft confiderable of the pre- 


avail againft them; and they perceived, that the 
Jates, as well as all the inferior clergy, profeffed the highett approbation of their 
caule. Befides, that thefe men were feized with the national paffion for laws and 

to partake; there concurs 


liberty ; bleffings, of which they themfelves expected 


parties, 
pproba- 


* Rymer, vol. i. Pp. 197. 
p. 37. M. Weft. p. 273. 
4 Rymer, vol. i, P- 196, 197. 
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red very powerful caufes to loofen their devoted attachment to the apoftolic fee. 
It appeared from all the late ufurpations of the Roman pontiff, that he pretended 
to reap alone all the advantages accruing from that victory, which, under his ban- 
ners, tho’ at their own hazard, they had every where obtained over the civil ma- 
giftrate. The Pope affumed a defpotic power over all the churches: Their parti- 
cular cuftoms, privileges, and immunities, were treated with difdain: Even the 
canons of general councils were fet afide by his difpenfing power: The whole ad- 
miniftration of the church was centered in the court of Rome: All preferments 
ran of courfe in the fame channel: And the provincial clergy faw, at leaft fele, 
that there was a neceffity of limiting thefe exorbitant prctenfions. The legate, 
Nicholas, in filling thofe numerous vacancies which had fallen in England during 
an interdict of fix years, had proceeded in the moft arbitrary manner; and-had 
paid no regard, in conferring dignities, to perfonal merit, to rank, to the incli- 
nation of the electors, or to the cuftoms of the country. The Englifh church 
was univerfally difgufted ; and Langton himfelf, tho’ he owed his elevation to an 
incroachment of the Romith fee, was no fooner eftablifhed in his high office, 
than he became jealous of the privileges annexed to it, and formed attachments 
with the country fubjected to his jurifdiction. Thefe caufes, tho’ they opened 
flowly the eyes of men, failed not to produce their effect : They fet bounds to 
the ufurpations of the papacy: The tide firft ftopped, and then turned againft 
the fovereign pontiff: And it is otherwife inconceivable, how that age, fo prone 
to fuperftition, and fo funk in ignorance, or rather fo devoted to a fpurious eru- 
dition, could have efcaped falling into an abfolute and total flavery under the 
court of Rome. 

Asout the time that the Pope’s letters arrived in England, the malecortent 
barons, on the approach of the feftival of Eafter, when they were to expect the 
King’s anfwer to their petitions, met by agreement at Stamford; and they af- 
fembled a force, confilting of above 2000 knights, befides their retainers and in- 
ferior ‘perfons without number. Elated with their power, they advanced in a 
body to Brackley, within fifteen miles of Oxford, the place where the court :hen 
refided ; and they there received a meffage from the King, by the archbifhop of 
Canterbury and the earl of Pembroke, defiring to know what thofe liberties were 
which they fo zealoufly challenged from their fovereign. They delivered to thefe 
meflengers a fchedule, containing the chief articles of their demands; which was 
no fooner fhown to the King, than he burft into a furious paffion, and afxed, 
why the barons did not alfo demand of him his kingdom? fwearing, tha: he 
would never grant them fuch liberties as muft reduce himfelf to flavery *. 


* M. Paris, p. 176. 
Vou. I. 3D No 
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of the barons. 
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Chap. XI. No fooner were the confederated nobles informed of John’s refufal, than they 
1215+ — chofe Robert Fitz- Walter for general, whom they called the Mare/chal of the army 
of God and of boly Church ; and they proceeded without farther ceremony to make 
war upon the King. They befieged the caftle of Northampton during fifteen days, 
tho’ without fuccefs *: The gates of Bedford caftle were willingly opened to them 
by William Beauchamp, its owner: They advanced to Ware in their way to 
London, where they held a correfpondence with the principal citizens : They 
24th May. were received without oppofition into that capital: And finding now the great 
{uperiority of their force, they iffued out proclamations, requiring the other ba- 
rons to join them, and menacing them, in cafe of refufal or delay, with com- 
mitting devaftation on their houfes and eftates +. In order to fhow them what 
they might expect from their profperous arms,~ they made incurfions from Lon- 
don, and laid wafte the King’s parks and palaces; and all the barons, who had 
hitherto carried the femblance of fupporting the royal party, were glad of this 
pretence to join openly a caufe, which they always had fecretly favoured. The 
King was left at Odiham in Surrey with a poor retinue of only feven knights: 
and after trying feveral expedients to elude the blow, after offering to refer all 
differences to the Pope alone, or to eight barons, four to be chofen by himéelf, 
and four by the confederates [, he found himfelf at laft obliged to fubmit at dif- 

cretion. | | 
Magna Char- A CONFERENCE between the King and the barons was appointed at Runne- 
“ie mede, between Windfor and Staines ; a place which has ever fince been extremely ce- 
isth June. Jebrated, on account of this great event. The two parties encamped apart, like 
Open enemies ; and after a debate of a few days, the King, with a facility which 
was fomewhat fufpicious, figned and fealed the charter which was required of him. 
sgth June. This famous deed, commonly called the Great Carter, either eranted or fe- 
cured very important liberties and privileges to every order of men in the king- 

dom, tothe clergy, to the barons, and to the people. 


Tue freedom of elections was fecured to the clergy: The former chartér of 
the King was confirmed, by which the neceffity of a royal congé d’elire and con- 
firmation was fuperfeded: All check upon appeals to Rome was removed, by 
the allowance granted every man to depart the kingdom at pleafure: And the 
fines upon the clergy, for any offence, were ordained to be proportional to their: 
Tay eftates, not to their ecclefiaftical benefices, | 

Tue privileges granted to the barons were either abatements in the rigors of 
the feudal law, or determinations in points which had been left by that law, or 


* M. Paris, p. 177. Chron. Duntt. vol, i. P> 7To. t M. Paris, p. 177. 
t Rymer, vol. i, p. 200. 
rt. had 








had become by practice, arbitrary and ambiguous. The reliefs of heirs fucceed- Chap. XI. 
ing to a military fee were afcertained ; an earl’s and baron’s at an hundred marks, oetay 
a knight’s at an hundred fhillings. It was ordained by the charter, that, if the 
heir be a minor, he fhall, immediately upon his majority, enter upon his eftates 
without paying any relief: The King fhall not fell his wardfhip: He fhall levy 
only reafonable profits upon the eftate, without committing wafte or hurting the 
property: He fhall uphold the caftles, houfes, mills, parks and ponds: And if 
he commit the guardianthip of the eftate to the fheriff or any other, he fhall pre- 
vioufly oblige them to find furety to the fame purpofe. During the minority of 
a baron, while his lands are in wardfhip, and are not in his own pofleffion, no 
debt which he owes to the Jews fhall bear any intereft. Heirs hall be married 
without difoaragement ; and before the marriage be contracted, the neareft rela- 
tions of the perfons fhall be informed of it. A widow, without paying any re- 
lief, fhall enter upon her dower, the third part of her hufband’s rents: She fhall 
not be compelled to marry, fo long as fhe chufes to continue fingle; fhe fhall 
only give fecurity never to marry without her lord’s confent. The King fhall not 
claim the wardthip of any minor, who holds lands by military tenure of a baron, 
on pretence that he alfo holds lands of the crown, by foccage or any other te- 
nure. Scutages fhall be eftimated at the fame rate as in the time of Henry I.; 
and no fcutage or aid, except in the three general feudal cafes, the King’s capti- 
vity, the knighting his eldeft fon, and the marrying his eldeft daughter, fhall be 
impofed but by the great council of the kingdom; the prelates, earls, and great 
barons, fhall be called to this great council, each by a particular writ; the 
leffer barons by a general fummons of the fheriff. The King fhall not feize 
any baron’s land for a debt to the crown, if the baron pofiefles as many 
goods and chattels as are fufficient to difcharge that debt. No man fhall be 
obliged to perform more fervice for his fee than he is bound to by his te- 
nure. No governor or conftable of a caftle fhall oblige any knight to give 
money for caftle-guard, if he is willing to perform the fervice in perfon, or by 
another able-bodied man; and if the knight be in the field himfelf, by the King’s 
command, he fhall be exempt from all other fervice of this nature. No vaffal 
fhall be allowed to fell fo much of his land as to incapacitate himfelf from per- 
forming his fervice to his lord. 

Tuese were the principal articles, which were calculated for the interefts of 
the barons; and had the charter contained nothing farther, national happinefs 
and liberty had been very little promoted by it, as it would only have tended 
to increafe the power and independance of an order of men, who were already 
too powerful, and whofe yoke might have become more heavy on the people 
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than even that of an abfolute monarch. But the barons, who alone drew and im: 
pofed on the prince this memorable charter, were neceffitated to infert in it other 
claufes of a more extenfive and more beneficent nature: They could not expe& 


. the concurrence of the people, without comprehending, together with their own, 


the interefts of inferior ranks of men; and all provifions, which the barons, for 
their own fakes, were obliged to make, in order to enfure the free and equitable 
adminiftration of juftice, tended directly to the benefit of the whole community. 
The following were the principal claufes of thisnature. 

Ir was ordained, that all the privileges and immunities above mentioned. 
granted to the barons againft the King, fhould be extended by the barons to their 
inferior vaffals. The King bound himfelf not to grant any writ, empowering @ 
baron to levy aids from his vaffals, except in the three feudal cafes. One weight 
and one meafure fhall be obferved throughout the whole kingdom. Merchants 
fhall be allowed to tranfact all bufinefs, without being expofed to any arbitrary 
tolls and impofitions: They and all free men fhall be allowed to. go out of the 
kingdom and return to it at pleafure. London, and all cities and burghs, thall 
preferve their antient liberties, immunities and free cuftoms: Aids fhall not be 
required of them but by the confent of the great council. No towns nor indivis 
duals fhall be obliged to make or fupport bridges but by antient cuftom. ‘The 
goods of every free man fhall be difpofed of according to his will : If he die in- 
teftate, his heirs fhall fucceed to them. No officer of the crown thall-take any 
horfes, carts, or wood, without the confent of the owner. The King’s courts 
of juftice fhall be ftationary, and fhall no longer follow: his perfon : They thall 
be open to every one; and juftice fhall no longer be bought, refufed, or delayed: 
by them. ‘The fheriffs fhall be incapacitated to- hold pleas of the crown; and 
fhall not put any perfon upon his trial, from rumor or fufpicion alone, but upon 
the evidence of lawful witneffes. No freeman fhall be taken.or imprifoned, or 
difpoffefied of his free tenement and liberties, or outlawed, or banifhed, or any: 
wife hurt or injured, unlefs by the legal judgment of his peers, or by the law of 
the land; and all who fuffered otherwife in this or the two former reigns, hall be 
reftored to their rights and poffeffions, Every freeman fhall be fined in. propors 
tion to his fault; and no fine fhall be levied on him to his utter ruin: Even a vil= 
Jain or ruftic fhall not by any fine be bereaved of his carts, ploughs, and imple- 
ments of hufbandry. This was the only-article calculated for the interefts of this: 
body of men, probably at that time the moft numerous in-the kingdom, 

Ir muft be confeffed, that the former articles of the Great Charter contain fuch. 
mitigations and explanations of the feudal law as are very reafonable and equi- 
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eable;. and that the latter involve all the chief outlines of a legal government, and Chap. XI. 
provide for the equal diftribution of juftice, and free enjoyment of property ; the —— 
great objects for which political fociety was at firft founded by men, which the 
people have a perpetual and unalienable right to recall, and which no time, nor 
precedent, nor ftatute, nor pofitive inftitution, ought to deter them from keep- 
ing ever uppermoft in their thoughts and attention. Tho’ the provifions made 
by this charter might, conformable to the genius’ of the age, be efteemed too 
concife, and too bare of circumftances,. to maintain the execution of its articles, 
in oppofition to. the chicanery of lawyers, ftipported by the violence of power ; 
time gradually afcertained’ the fenfe of all the ambiguous expreffions, and thofe 
generous barons, who firtt extorted this conceffion, ftill held their fwords in their 
hands, and could turn them againft thofe who dared, on any pretence, to depart 
from the original fpirit and meaning of the grant. It 1s now eafy, from the te- 
nor of this charter, to determine what thofe laws were of King Edward, which 
the Englifh nation, during fo many generations, ftili defired, with fuch an obtti- 
nate perfeverance, to have recalled and eftablifhed. “I’hey were thefe latter arti- 
cles of Magna Charta; and the barons, who, atthe beginning of thefe commo- 
tions, required the revival of the Saxon laws, undoubtedly thought, that: they 
had fufficiently fatisfied the people by procuring them this-conceffion, which com- 
prehended the chief objects to which they had fo long afpired. But what we are 
moft to. admire, is the prudence and moderation of thefe haughty nobles them- 
{elves, who were enraged’ by injuries, inflamed by oppofition, and elated by a. 
total victory over their fovereign. They were contented, even in this plenitude 
of power, to depart from fome articles of Henry I.’s charter, which they made 
the foundation-of their demands, particularly from the abolition of wardfhips; 
fo important a point; and they feem to have been fufficiently: careful not to di-- 
minifh too far the power and revenue of the crown. If they appear, therefore, 
to have carried ‘other demands. to..too great a height, it can be afcribed-only to 
the faithlefs and tyrannical character of the King himfelf; of which they had long 
had experience; and which, they forefaw, would, if they provided no farther fe- 
curity, lead him: foon to infringe their liberties, and recall his own conceffions:. 
This alone gave birth to thofe other articles, feemingly exorbitant, which were 
added as a rampart for the fafeguard of the Great Charter. 

Tue barons obliged the King to agree, that London fhould remain. in theit 
hands, and the Tower be configned to the. cuftody of the primate, till the 15th. 
of Auguft.next, or till the execution of the feveral articles of the great charter *. - 
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The better to infure the fame end, he allowed them to choofe five and twenty 
members from their own body, as confervators of the public liberties; and no 
bounds were fet to the authority of thefe men either in extent or duration. If any 
complaint was made of a violation of the charter, whether by the King, jufticiaries, 
fherifis, or forefters, any four of thefe barons might admonifh the King to re- 
drefs the grievance ; and if fatisfaction was not obtained, they could affemble the 
whole council of twenty-five;.who, in conjunction with the great council, were 
empowered :to compel him to obferve the charter, and, in cafe of refiftance, might 
levy war againft him, attack his caftles, and employ every kind of violence, except 
again{t his royal perfon, and that of his Queen and children. All men, through- 
out the kingdom, were bound, under the penalty of confifcation, to {wear obedi- 
ence to the five and twenty barons; and the freeholders of each county were to 
choole twelve knights, who were to make report of fuch evil cuftoms as required 
redrefs, conformable to the tenor of the Great Charter*. The names of thefe con- 
fervators were the earls of Clare, Albemarle, Glocefter, Winchefter, Hereford, 
Roger Bigod, earl of Norfolk, Robert de Vere, ear] of Oxford, William Marefchal 
the younger, Robert Fitz-Walter, Gilbert de Clare, Euftace de Vefcey, the 
mayor of London, William de Moubray, Geoffrey de Say, Roger de Mombezon, 
William de Huntingfield, Robert de Ros, the conftable of Chefter, William de 
Aubenie, Richard de Perci, William Malet, John Fitz-Robert, William de Lan- 
valay, Hugh de Bigod, and Roger de Mountfichet+. Thofe men were, by this 
convention, really invefted with the fovereignty of the kingdom: They were 
rendered co ordinate with the King, or rather fuperior to him, in the exercife of 
the executive power: And as there was no circumftance of government, which, 
either directly or indireétly, might not bear a relation to the fecurity or obfervance 


of the great charter; there could fcarce occur any incident, in which they might 
not lawfully interpofe their authority. | 


Joun feemed to fubmit paffively to all thefe regulations, however injurious 
to majefty: He fent writs to all the ftheriffs, ordering them to conftrain every 
one to {wear obedience to the twenty-five baronst: He difmiffed all his foreign 
forces: He pretended, that his government was henceforth to run in a new tenor, 
and to be more indulgent to the liberty and independence of his people. But he 
only diffembled, ’till he fhould find a favourable opportunity of annulling all his 
conceffions. The injuries and indignities, which he had heretofore fuffered from 


This feems a’ certain proof that the houfe of commons was not then in being ; otherwife the | 


Knights and burgefles from the feveral counties could have given in to the lords a lift of the grievances, 
without any new eleétion. 


t M. Paris, p. £81. t M. Paris, p. 182. 
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the Pope and the king of France, as they came from equals or fuperiors, feemed to 
make but fmall impreffion on him: but the fenfe of this perpetual and total fub- 
jection under his own rebellious vaffals funk deep in his mind, and he was deter- 
mined, at all hazards, to throw off fo ignominious a flavery *. He grew fullen, 
filent, and referved : He fhunned the fociety of his courtiers and nobles: He retired 
into the Ifle of Wight, as if defirous to hide his fhame and confufion; but in this 
retreat he meditated the moft fatal vengeance againft all his enemies +. He fe- 
cretly fent abroad his emiffaries to enlift foreign foldiers, and to invite the rapa- 
cious Brabancons into his fervice, by the profpect of fharing the fpoils of England, 
and reaping the forfeitures of fo many opulent barons, who had incurred the guilt 
of rebellion, by rifing in armsagainft himy. And he difpatched a meffenger to 
Rome, in order to lay before the Pope the great charter, which he had been com- 
pelled to fign, and to complain, before that tribunal, of the violence, which had 
been impofed upon him |. 

InNocENT, confidering himfelf as feudal lord of the kingdom, was incenfed 
at the temerity of the barons, who, tho’ they pretended to appeal to his au- 
thority, had dared, without waiting for his confent, to impofe fuch terms on a 
prince, who, by refigning to the Roman pontiff his crown and independence, 
had placed himfelf immediately under the papal protection. He iffued, therefore, 
a bull, in which, from the plenitude of his apoftolic power, and from the au- 
thority, which God had committed to him, to build and deftroy kingdoms, to 
plant ‘and overthrow, he annulled and vacated the whole charter, as unjuft in itfelf, 
as obtained by compulfion, and as derogatory to the dignity of the apoftolic fee. 
He prohibited the barons to exact the obfervance of it: He even prohibited the 
King himfelf to pay any regard to it : He abfolved him. and his fubjects from all 
oaths, which they had been conftrained to take to that purpofe : And he denounced 
a general fentence of excommunication againft every one, who fhould perfevere 
in maintaining fuch treafonable and iniquitous pretenfions §. 


Tue King, as his foreign forces arrived along with this bull, now ventured Renewal of 
to take off the mafk ; and, under fanétion of the Pope’s decree, recalled: all the the civil wars. 


liberties, which he had granted to his fubjeéts, and which he had folemnly {worn 
to obferve. But the fpiritual weapon was found upon trial to carry lefs force with 
it, than he had reafon from his own experience to apprehend. . The primate re- 
fufed to obey the Pope in publifhing the fentence of excommunication again{t the 
barons; and tho’ he was cited to Rome, that he might attend a general council, 


* M, Paris, p. 183. + M. Paris, p. 183. + M. Paris, p. 133. Chron. Dunft. 
vol. i, p. 72. Chron, Mailr. p. 188. | M. Paris, p. 183. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 73 


vol. is Ps 203, 204, 205, 208, M. Paris, pe 184, 185, 187. 
§ Rymer, P. 203, 204, 205; ; ee 
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there affembled, and was fufpended, on account of his difobedience to the Pope, 
and his fecret correfpondence with the king’s enemies*: Tho’ a new and parti- 
cular fentence of excommunication was denounced by name againft the principal 
barons +; John ftill found, that his nobility and people, and even his clergy, 
adhered to the defence of their liberties, and to their combination againft him: 
The fword of his foreign mercenaries was all he had to truft to for the reftoration 
of his authority. 
| Tue barons, after obtaining the great charter, feem to have been lulled into 
a fatal fecurity, and to have taken no rational meafures, in cafe of the introduc- 
tion of a foreign force, for re-affembling their armies. The King was from the 
firft mafter of the field ; and immediately laid fiege to the caftle of Rochefter, 
which was obftinately defended by William de Albiney, at the head of an hundred 
goth Nov. and forty knights with their retainers, and was at laft reduced by famine. John, 
irritated with the refiftance, intended to have hanged the governor and all the 
garrifon ; but on the reprefentation of William de Mauleon, who fuggefted to 
him the danger of reprifals, he was contented to facrifice, in this barbarous man- 
‘ner, the inferior prifoners only f. The captivity of William de Albiney, the beft 
officer among the confederated barons, was an irreparable lofs to their caufe; and 
no regular oppofition was thenceforth made to the progrefs of the royal arms. 
The ravenous and barbarous mercenaries, incited by acruel and inraged prince, 
were let loofe againft the eftates, tenants, manors, houfes, parks of the barons, 
and fpread devaftation over the face of the kingdom. Nothing was feen but the 
flames of villages and caftles reduced to afhes, the confternation and mifery of the 
inhabitants, tortures exercifed by the foldiery to make them reveal their con- 
cealed treafures |], and reprizals no lefs barbarous, committed by the barons and 
their partizans on the royal demefnes, and on the eftates of fuch as ftill adhered 
to the crown §. The King marching thro’ the whole extent of England, from 
Dover to Berwick, laid the provinces wafte on each fide of him; and confidered 
every eftate, which was not his immediate property, as entirely hoftile and the 
object of military execution. | The nobility of the north in particular, who had 
fhown greateft violence in the recovery of their liberties, and who, aéting in a 
feparate body, had expreffed their difcontent even at the conceffions made by 
the great charter; as they could expect no mercy, fled before him with their wives 
and families, and purchafed the friendfhip of Alexander, the young King of Scots, 
by doing homage to him f. ; 
* M. Paris, p. 189. t+ Rymer, vol. i. p. 211. M. Paris, p. 192. t M. Paris, 
p. 187. | Chron. de Mailr. p. 190, “Ann, Waverl. p. 181. M. Welt. p. 274, 275. 
§ M. Paris, p. 190. W. Heming. p. 568. t Chron, de Mailr, p. 190. Heming. p. 558. 
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; THE barons, reduced to this defperate extremity, and menaced with the total Chap. XL 
lofs of their liberties, their properties, and their lives, employed a remedy no le{s 1216, 
def{perate : and making applications to the court of France, offered to acknow- Prince Lewis 
ledge Lewis, the eldeft fon of Philip, for their fovereign ; on condition, that he peor: 
afforded them protection from the violence of their enraged prince *. Though the 
fenfe of the common rights of mankind, the only rights which are entirely inde- 
feafible, might have juftified them in their depofition of the King ; they declined 
infifting before Philip, on a pretenfion, which iscommonly fo unfavourable among 

| »  fovereigns, and which founds harfhly in their royal ears. They afirmed, that 

F: John was incapable of fucceeding to the crown, by reafon of the attainder, pafied 

upon him during his brother’s reign; tho’ that attainder had been reverfed, and 

Richard had even, by his laft will, declared him his fucceffor. They pre- 

, tended, that he was already legally depofed by fentence of the peers of France, 

on account of the murder of his nephew; tho’ that fentence could not poffibly 
regard any thing but his tranfmarine dominions, which alone he held in homage 
to that crown. On more plaufible grounds, they affirmed, that he had already 
depofed himfelf by doing homage to the Pope, changing the nature of his fover- 

: eignty, and refigning an independant crown for a fee or vaffalage under a foreign 

| power. And as Blanche of Caflille, the wife of Lewis, was defcended by her 

mother from Henry II. they maintained, tho’ many other princes ftood before her 

; in the order of fucceffion, that they had not fhaken off the royal family in chgof- 

ing her hufband for their fovereign. | 

Patni was extremely tempted to lay hold of the rich prize which was offered 

to him. The Pope’s legate menaced him with interdicts and excommunications, 

if he invaded the patrimony of St, Peter, or attacked a prince, who was under 

the immediate protection of the holy fee + 3 but as Philip was affured of the abe. 

dience of his own vaffals, his principles were changed with the conjunctures of 

the times, and he now undervalued as much all papal cenfures, as he formerly 
pretended to pay refpect to them. His chief feruple was with regard to the fide- 
lity, which he might expect of the Englith barons in their new engagements, and 
the danger of entrufting his fon and heir into the hands of men, who might, on 

| any caprice or neceffity, make peace with their native fovereign, by facrificing a 

ee pledge of fo much value. He cherefore exacted from the barons twenty-tive 

hoftages of the moft noble birth in the kingdom |; and having obtained this fe- 

curity, he firft fent over a {mall army to the relief of the confederates, and then 

more numerous forces, who arrived with Lewis himfelf at their head. 


| * M. Welt. p. 274. Knyghton, p. 2423. © + M. Paris, p. 194. M. Weft. p. 275+ , 
3 * | M. Paris, p. 193. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p.74- 
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Tue firft effect of the young prince’s appearance in England was the defertion: 
of John’s foreign troops, who, being moftly levied in Flanders, and other provinces: 
of France,. refufed:to ferve againft the heir of their monarchy *, The Gafcons. 
and Foitivins alone, who were ftill John’s fubjeéts,, adhered to his caufe; but: 
they were too weak to maintain that fuperiority in the field, which they had 
hitherto fupported againft the confederated barons. Many confiderable noblemen. 
deferted John’s party, the earls of Salifbury, Arundel, Warrenne, Oxford, Albe.. 
marle, and William Marefhal the younger: His: caftles. fell daily into the 
hands of the enemy: Dover was the only place, which, from the valor and fide- 
lity of Hubert de Burgh, the eovernor, made refiftance-to the progrefs of Lewis’s 
arms ~: And the barons. had the melancholy. profpeét of finally fucceeding in \ 
their purpofe, and of efcaping the tyranny of their own King, by.impofing on: 
themfelves and the nation: a foreign yoke. But this union was of very fhort-du-. 
ration between the-French and: Enelifh nobles ;. and the imprudence -of : Lewis, 
who on every occafion: fhowed too vifible a.preference to the ‘formers. encreafed 
that jealoufy, which it was fo natural for the latter-to -entertain<in their prefent - 
fituation {. The vifcount of Melun, too, it is faid, one of his courtiers, fell: 
fick.at London, and finding the approaches of death, he fent- for fome of his friends . 
among. the Englifh barons, and warning them of their danger, revealed Lewis’s.- 
fecret intentions of exterminating them and their families as traitors to their. 
prince, and beftowing their eftates and dignities on his native fubjects, in. whofe 
fidelity he could ‘more reafonably place confidence |}. This -ftory, whether true- 
or falfe, was univerfally reported and believed ;-and concurring with other cir-. 
cumftances, which rendered it credible, .did an infinite prejudice to-Lewis’s caufe. 
The earl of Salifbury and other noblemen: deferted again to John’s party.§ ; and: 
as men eafily change fides in a civil war, efpecially where their power is founded - 
onan hereditary and.independant authority, and is-not derived from the opinion. 
and favour:of the people, the French prince had reafon to dread a fudden -reverfe- 
of fortune. The King was. aflembling a confiderable army, with a view of fight-. 
ing one great battle. for his crown; but paffing from Lynne. to Lincolnthire, his. 
road lay along the fea-fhore, which was overflowed at high water; and not choof- 
ing the proper time for his journey, he loft.in the inundation all. his carriages,. 
treafure,, baggage, and-regalia, The affliGion of this difafter, and the. vexation.. 
from the diftraéted ftate -of his affairs, encreafed the ficknefs, under which he- 
then: laboured ;. and tho’ he-reached the cattle of Newark, he-was obliged .to hale 


* M. Paris, p. 195, T: M. Paris, p.198. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. P- 75> 76.: 
ft W. Heming. p. 559. | M. Paris, p.199. M,..Weft. p. 277. 
§ Chron. Dunit. vol; i. P. 73. 
there,. 








; there, and his diftemper foon after put an end to his life, ia the forty-minth year Chap. XT. 

By of his age, and feventeenth of his reign; and freed the nation from the dangers, '2'°: 
to which it was equally expofed, by his fuccefs or his misfortunes. “ Death and 

Tue character of this prince is nothing but a complication of vices, equally te 

} mean and odious ; ruinous to himfelf, and deftructive to his people. .Cowardice, 

1 inactivity, folly, levity, licentioufnefs, ingratitude, treachery, tyranny, and cru- 

elty; all thefe qualities. appear too evidently in the feveral incidents of his life 

to give us room to fufpeét, that the difagreeable picture has been any-wile 

overcharged by the prejudice of the antient hiftorians, It is hard to fay, whe- 

ther his conduét to his father, his brother, his nephew, or his fubjects was 

moft culpable ; or whether his crimes in thefe refpects were not even exceeded by 

the bafenefs, which appeared in his tranfactions with the King of France, the 

Pope, and the barons. His dominions, when they devolved to him by the death 

of his brother, were more extenfive than have, ever fince his time, been ruled by ~ 

any Englifh monarch: But he firft loft by his mifconduct the flourifhing provinces 

in France, the antient patrimony of his family: He fubjected his kingdom to a 

fhameful vaffalage under the fee of Rome: He faw the prerogatives of his crown 

diminifhed by law, and ftill more reduced by faction: And he died at latt, 

when in danger of being totally expelled by a foreign power, and of either 

ending his life miferably in prifen, or fecking fhelter as a fugitive from the pur- 

fuit of his enemies. 


Tue prejudices againft this prince were fo violent, that he was believed to 
have fent an embafly to the Miramoulin or Emperor of Morocco, and to have 
offered to change his religion and become Mahometan, in order to purchafe the 
protection of that monarch. But tho’ that ftory is told us, on plaufible autho- 
rity, by Matthew Paris *, it is in itfelf urterly improbable ; except, that there 
is nothing fo incredible as may not become likely from the folly and wickednels 
of John. | 

Tne monks throw great reproaches on this prince for his impiety and even in- 
fidelity 3; and as an inftance of it, they tell us, that having, one day, caught a 
very fat ftag, he exclaimed, How plump and well fed is this animal; and yet I dare 
fwear be never beard mafs +, This fally of wit, upon the ufual corpulency of 
the priefts, more than all his enormous crimes and iniquities, made him pafs with 
them for an atheift. 
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Chap. XI, = Joun left two legitimate fons behind him, Henry, born on the firft of O&o- 
spe ber, 1207, and now nine years of age; and Richard, born on the fixth of Janu- 
ary, 1209; and three daughters, Jane married: to Alexander King of Scots ; 
Eleanor married firft to William Marefchal younger, earl of Pembroke, and-then 
to Simon Mountfort, earl of Leicefter; and Ifabella married to the Emperor; 
Frederic H. AW thefe children were born to him by Habella of Angoulefme, his 
fecond wife. His illegitimate children were numerous ; but none of them were 
any wife diftinguifhed. | 
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ei FIE feudal law is the chief foundation, both of the political government and Appendix IE... 


of the jurifprudence, eftablifhed by the Normans in England. Our fub- 
jet therefore requires, that we fhould form a juft idea of this law, in order to 
explain the ftate, as well of that kingdom, as of all the other kingdoms of Eu- 
rope, which, during thofe.ages, were governed by fimilar inftitutions. And tho’ 
I am fenfible, that I muft here repeat many obfervations and reflections, which 
have been communicated by others || ;. yet, as every book, agreeable to the obfer- 
vation of a great hiftorian *, fhould be as complete as poffible within itfelf, and 
fhould never refer, for any thing material, to other books, it will be neceflary, | 
in this place, to deliver a fhort plan of that prodigious fabric, which, for feveral 
centuries, preferved fuch a mixture of liberty and oppreffion, order and anarchy, . 
ftability and revolution, as was never experienced ‘in any other age or any other » 


part of the world, 


Arrer. the northern nations. fabdued. the. provinces of the Roman empire, Origin of the- 
they were obliged to eftablith a fyftem of government, which might fecure their feudal law.. 


conquetts, as well againft the revolt. of. their numerous fubjects, who remained 
in the provinces, as from the inroads of other tribes, who might be tempted to 
ravith from them their new. acquifitions. The great change of. circumftances 
made them here depart from thofe inftitutions, which prevailed among them, while 


) L’Efprit des loix. Dr..Robertfon’s hiftory of Scotland. . Dalrymple of Feudal Tenures. 
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‘tain, in their prefent fettlement, as much of their antient cuftoms as was compa- 
tible with their new fituation. 


THE German governments, being-morea confederacy of independant warriors, 
than a civil fubjection, derived their principal force from many inferior and vo. 
luntary affociations, which individuals formed under a particular head or chief- 
tain, and which it became the higheft point of honour to maintain with inviolable 
fidelity. The glory of the chieftain confifted in the number, the bravery, and 
the zealous attachment of his retainers: The duty of the retainers required that 
they fhould accompany their chieftain in all wars and dangers, that they fhould 
fight and perifh by his fide, and that they fhould efteem his renown or his favour 
a fufficient recompence for all their fervices *. ‘The prince himfelf was nothing 
‘but a great chieftain, who was chofen from among the reft, on account of his fu-— 
perior valour or nobility ; and who derived his power from the voluntary affocia- 
tion or attachment of the other chieftains. 


Wuewn a tribe, governed by thofe ideas, and actuated by thofe principles, 
fubdued. a large territory, they found, that tho’ it was neceffary to keep them- 
ielves in a military pofture, they could neither remain united in a body, nor 
take up their quarters in feveral garrifons, and that their manners and inftitu- 
tions debarred them from ufing thofe expedients ; the obvious ones, which, in a 
like fituation, would have been employed by a civilized nation. ‘Their igno- 
rance in the art of finances, and perhaps the devaftations infeparable from fuch 
violent conquelts, rendered it impracticable for them’ to levy taxes fufficient for 
the pay of numerous armies ; and their repugnance to a flavifi fubordination, 
with their attachment to rural pleafures, made the life of the camp or garrifon, 
if perpetuated during peaceful times, extremely odious and difguftful to them. 
They feized, therefore, fuch a proportion of the conquered lands as appeared 
neceflary ; they affigned a fhare for fupporting the dignity of their prince and 
government; they diftributed other parts, under the title of fiefs, to the chief- 
tains; thefe made a new partition among their retainers ; the exprefs condition 
of all thefe grants was, that they might be refumed at pleafure, and that the pof- 
fcflor, fo long as he enjoyed them, fhould ftill remain in readinefs to take the 
field for the defince of the nation. And tho? the conquerors immediately fepa- 
‘rated, in order to enjoy their new acquifitions, their martial difpofition made 
‘them readily fulfil the terms of their engagement: They afflembled on the fart 
alarm; their habitual attachment to the chieftain made them willingly fubmit to 
his command; and thus a regular ‘military force, tho’ concealed, lay always 


4 
* Tacit. de Mor. Germ. 


ready, 
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ready, to defend, on any emergence, the intereft and honour of the com- Appendix. IL. 


munity. 
WE are not to imagine, that all or even the greateft part of the conquered lands 
was feized by the northern conquerors; or that the whole of the land thus feized 


was fubyected to thefe military-fervices. This fuppofition is confuted by the hiftory 
of all the nations on the continent, Even the idea given us of the German manners.. 


by the Roman hiftorian, .may convince us, that that bald people would never have 
been contented with fo precarious a fubfiftence, or have fought to procure efta- 


blifhments, which: were only to continue during the good pleafure of their fo-- 


vereion. ‘Fho?.’the northern chieftains accepted of lands, which, being confi- 
dered as a kind of military pay, might be refumed at the will of the King or ga- 
neral ;.they alfo took poffeffion of eftates, which, being hereditary and indepen- 


dant, enabled them to maintain their native liberty, and fupport, without courts . 


favour, the honour of their rank and family. 


Bur there is a great difference, in the confequences, between the diftribution Proprets of 


of a pecuniary fubfiftence, and the affignment of lands burdened with the condi. 


tion of military fervice. The delivery of the former at the weekly, monthly; or - 


annual terms of payment, ftill recalls the idea of.a voluntary gratuity from the 
prince, and reminds the foldier of the precarious tenure by which he holds his 
commiffion. But the attachment naturally formed with a fixed portion of 


land, gradually begets the idea of fomething like property, and makes the pof- . 


feffor forget his dependant fituation, and the condition which was at firft an- 
nexed to the grant. It feemed equitable, that one who had cultivated and fowed 
afield, fhould reap the harveft: Hence fiefs, which were at firft entirely preca- 
rious, were foon made annual. A man, who had employed his money in builds 
ing, planting, or other improvements, expected to reap the fruits of his labour 


or expence: Hence they were next granted during a term of years. It would 
be. thought hard to expel a man from his poffeffions, who had always done his . 
duty, and performed the conditions on which he originally. received them = : 
Hence the chieftains, in a fubfequent period, thought themfelves entitled to de- - 


mand the enjoyment of their feudal lands during life. It was found, that'a man 


would, in battle, hazard his life more willingly, if affured, .that.his family. fhould 
inherit his poffeffions, and fhould not be expofed by his death to want and po- . 
verty : Hence fiefs were made hereditary in families, and defcended, during one>-- 
age, to the fon; then to the-grandfon, next to the brothers, and afterwards to: , 


more diftant relations *.: The idea of property ‘ftole in gradually upon-that of 


. ® Lib. Feud, lib, 1, tit, .f., 


military; 
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Appendix II, military pay ; and each century made fome fenfib!e addition to the ftability fo 
































fiefs and tenures. 

Iw all thefe fucceffive acquifitions, the chieftain was fupported by his vaffals ; 
who, having originally aftrong connexion with him, augmented by the conitant 
intercourle of good offices, and by the friendthips arifing from meighbourhood and 
dependance, were inclined to follow their leader agaimft all his enemies, and vo- 
juntarily, in his private quarrels, pay him the fame obedience, to which by their 
tenure they were bound in foreign wars. While he daily advanced new preten- 
fions to. fecure.the pofieflion of his fuperior fief, they expeéted to find the fame 
advantage in acquiring ftability to their fubordinate ones; and they zealoufly op- 
poled the intrufion of a new lord, who would be inclined, as he was fully intitled, 
to beftow the poffeffion of their lands on his own favourites and retainers. The 
authority of the fovereign gradually decayed ; and the nobles, fortified each in his 
own territory by the attachment of his vaflals, became too powerful to be expelled 
by an order from the throne; and he fecured by law what he had at frtt acquired 
by ufurpation. 


Durinc this precarious ftate of the fupreme power, a difference would inme- 
diately be experienced between thofe portions of territory which were fubjected to 
the feudal tenures, and thofe which were poffeffed by an allodial or: free title. 
Tho’ the latter poffeffions had at firft been efteemed infinitely preferable, they 
were foon found, by the progreffive changes introduced. into public and private 
Jaw, to be of a much inferior condition to the former. The pofieffors of a feu- 
dal territory, united by a regular fubordination under one chieftain, and by the 
mutual attachments of the vaflals, had the fame advantages over the proprietors 
of the other, which a difciplined army enjoys over a difperfed multitude; and 
were enabled to commit with impunity all injuries on their defencelefg neighbours. 
Every one, therefore, haftened to feck that protection which he found fo necef- 
fary ; and each allodial proprictor, refigning his poffeffions into the hands of the 
King, or of fome nobleman refpected for power or valour, received them back 
with the condition of feudal fervices +, which, tho’ a burden fomewhat grievous, 
brought him ample compenfation, by connecting him with the neighbouring pro- 
prietors, and placing him under the guardianfhip of a potent chieftain. The 
decay of the political government thus neceflarily occafioned the extenfion of the 
feudal: The kingdoms of Europe were univerfaliy divided into baronies, and 
thefe into inferior fiefs: And the attachment of vafals to their chieftain, which 
was at firft an effential part of the German manners, was {till fupported by the 


t+ Marculf. Form. 47. apud Lindenbr. p. 4238. 
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fame caufes from which it at firft arofe: the neceffity of mutual proteétion, and Appendix Ih 

the continued intercourfe, between the head and the members, of benefits and _ 

lervices. 
b : Bur therewas another circumftance, which corroborated thefe feudal depen- 
‘ cdancies, and tended to conmect the vafials with their fuperior lord by an indiffo- 
| Juble bond of union. The northern conquerors, as well asthe more early Greeks 
and Romans, embraced a policy, which is unavoidable to all nations that have 
. made flender advances in refinement; and they every where united the civil jurif- 
t diction with the military power. Law, in its commencement, was not an intri- 
| cate {clence, and was more governed by maxims of equity, which feem obvious 
: to common fenfe, than by numerous and fubtile principles, applied to a variety 
of cafes by profound reafonings from analogy. An officer, tho’ he had paffed 
his life in the field, was able to determine al] legal controverfies which could oc: 
cur within the diftri¢t committed to his charge ; and his decifions were the moft 
[: likely to meet with a prompt and ready obedience, from men who re{pected his 
| perfon, and were accuftomed to act under his command, The profit arifing 
from punifhments, which were then chiefly pecuniary, was another reafon for his 
defiring to retain the judicial power; and when his fief became hereditary, this 
authority, which was effential to it, was alfo tranfmitted to his pofterity. The 
counts and other magiftrates, whofe power was merely official, were tempted, in 
imitation of the feudal lords, whom they refembled in fo many particulars, to 
render their dignity perpetual and hereditary ; and in the decline of the regal 
power, they found no difficulty to make good their pretenfions. After this 
manner, the vaft fabric of feudal fubordination became quite folid and compre- 
henfive ; it formed every where an effential part of the political conftitution; and 
the Norman and other barons, who followed the fortunes of William, were fo 
accuftomed to it, that they could fcarce form an idea of any other fpecies of ci- 
vil government *, 

Yue Saxons, who conquered England, as they exterminated the antient inha- 
bitants, and were fecured by the fea againft new invaders, found it lefs requifite 
to maintain themfelves in a military pofture ; and the quantity of land which they 
annexed to offices, feems to have been of fmall value; and for that reafon conti- 
nued the longer in its original fituation, and was always poffefled during pleafure 
by thofe entrufted with the command. Thefe conditions were too precarious to 
fatisfy the Norman chieftains, who enjoyed more independant poffeffions and ju- 
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* The ideas of the feudal government were fo rooted, that even lawyers, in choles, could not 
form a notion of any other conftitution. Regnum, (lays Bracton, lib. 2. cap. 24.) Mod ex comitatibus 
{5 baronibus dicitur effe conflitutum 
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A pendix Il. rifdictions in their own country ; and William was obliged, in the new diftribu- 


The feudal 


government 


of England. 


tion of land, to copy the tenures, which were now become univerfal on the_con- 
tinent. England of a fudden became a feudal kingdom *; and received all the 
advantages, ane was.expofed to all the inconveniencies, incident to that fpecies of 


civil polity. 

Accorpine to the principles of the feudal law, the King was the fupreme lord 
of the landed property ; and all poffeffors, who enjoyed the fruits or revenue of 
any part of it, held thefe privileges, either mediately or immediately, of him; 
and their property was conceived to be, in fome degree, conditional +. The land 
was ftill apprehended to be a fpecies of benefice, which was the original conception. 
of a feudal property ; and the vafial owed, in return for it, ftated fervices to his 
baron, as the baron himfelf did for his land tothe crown. The vaffal was obliged 
to defend his baron in war; and the baron, at the head of his vaflals, was bound 
to fight in defence of the King and kingdom. But befides thefe military fervices, 
which were cafual, there were others impofed of a civil nature, which were more 
conftant and perpetual. 

Tue northern nations had no idea, that any man, trained up to honour, or 
enured to arms, was ever to be governed, without his own confent, by the abfo- 
lute will of another; or that the adminiftration of juftice was ever to be exercifed 
by the private opinion of any one magiftrate, without the concurrence of fome 
other perfons, whofe intereft might induce them to check his arbitrary and ini- 
guitous decifions, ‘Fhe King, therefore, when he found it neceffary to demand 
any fervices of his barons or chief tenants, beyond what was due by their tenures,. 
was obliged to affemble them, in order to procure their confent: And when it 
was neceffary to determine any controverfy among the barons themfelvés, the 
queftion muft be difcuffed in their prefence, and be decided according to their 
epinion or advice. In thefe two circumftances of confent and advice,. confifted: 
chiefly the civil fervices of the antient barons; and thefe implied: all the confi- 
derable incidents of governments. In one view, the barons regarded this atten-. 
dance as their principal privélege; in another, as a grievous burden. That no - 
momentous affairs could be tranfacted without their confent and advice, was in: 
gencral efteemed the great fecurity of their poffeffions and dignities; but as they: 
reaped no immediate profit from their attendance at court, and were expofed to: 
Preat inconvenience and charge by an abfence from their own eftates, every one 
was glad to exempt himfelf from each particular exertion of this power ; and: was: 
pleated both that the call for that duty fhould feldom return upon him, and that: 

* Coke Comm. on Lit. p. 1, 2. ad fee. 1. + Somner of Gavelk, p. 109,. Smith de 
Rep..Jib.. 30. cap. ho, 

Q | others: 








4 

' 

0 

ee 
Dw 


4 


frase tee. 
‘ \ 


others fhould undergo the burden in his ftead. The King, on the other hand, Append‘x I. 
was ufually anxious, for feveral reafons, that the aflembly of the barons fhould be 
full at every ftated or cafual time of meeting: This attendance was the chief badge 
of their fubordination to his crown, and drew them from that independance which 
they were apt to affect in their own caftles and manors; and wherethe mecting 
was thin or ill attended, its determinations had lefs authority, and were not fol- 
lowed by fo ready an obedience from the whole community. 
Tue cafe was the fame with the barons in their courts as with the King in the 
fupreme council of the nation. It was requifite to affemble the vaffals, in order 
to determine by their vote any queftion which regarded the barony ; and they fat 
along with the chieftain in all trials, whether civil or criminal, which occurred 
within the limits of their jurifdiction. “They were bound to pay fuit and fervice 
at the court of their baron; and as'their tenure was military, and confequently 
honourable, they were admitted into his fociety, and partook of his friendthip. 
Thus; a kingdom was only confidered as a great barony; and a barony as a {mall - 
kingdom. The barons were peers to each other in the national council, and, in 
fome degree, companions to the King: The vaffals were peers to each other in the 
court of barony, and companions to their baron *. 3 
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But tho’ this refemblance fo far took place, the vaffals, by the natural courf 
of things, univerfally, in the feudal conftitutions, fell into a greater fubordina- 
tion under the baron, than the baron himfelf under his fovereign ; and thefe go- 
vernments had a neceffary and infallible tendency to augment the power of the 
nobles. The great chieftain, refiding in his country-feat or caftle, which he 
was comthonly allowed to fortify, loft, in a great meafure, his connexion or ac- 
quaintance with the prince ; and added every day new force to his authority over 
the vaflals of the barony. They received from him education in all military ex- 
: ercifes : His hofpitality invited them to live and enjoy fociety in his hall: Their 
leifure; which was great, made them perpetual retainers on his perfon, and par. 
: takers of his country {ports and amufements: They had no means of gratifying 
their ambition but by making a figure in his train: His favour and countenance 
was their greateft honour: His difpleafure expofed them to contempt and iono- 
miny: And they felt every moment the neceflity of his protection, both in the 
controverfies which o¢curted with other vaffals, and what was more material, in 
the daily inroads and injuries which were committed by the neighbouring barops. 
During the time of general war, the fovereign, who marched at the head of his 
armies, and was thé great protector of the ftate, acquired always’ fome acceffion 
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to his authority, which he loft during the intervals of peace and tranquillity .. 


But the loofe police incident to the feudal conftitutions, maintained a perpetual, 


tho’ fecret hoftility,, between the feveral members of the {tate ; and the vaffals. 
found no other means of fecurity againft the injuries to which they were conti-- 
nually expofed, but by clofely adhering to their chieftain, and falling into.a fub-- 


muffive dependance upon him. 


Ir the feudal government. was fo little favourable to the true liberty even of the 
military vaflal, ic was ftill more deftru&tive of the independance and fecurity of 
the other. members.of the ftate, or what in a proper fenfe we call the people, A. 


great part of them were /erfs, and lived ina ftate of abfolute flavery or villainage : 


The other inhabitamts of the country paid their rent in fervices which were in a. 


great meafure arbitrary, and they could expect no redrefs of injuries in a court of 
barony from men who thought they had.a right to-opprefs and tyrannize over 
them: The towns were fituated either within the demefnes of. the King, 
lands of the great barons, and were almoft entirely fubjected to.the abfolute-wil] 


ef their. mafter. The languifhine ftate of commerce kept the inhabitants poor: 
and contemptible ;. and the political inftitutions were calculated te render that po-. 
verty perpetual. The barons and gentry, living in ruftic plenty and hofpitality,. 
gave no encouragement to the arts, and had no demand for any of the more ela-. 
borate produce of manufactures :. Every. profeffion. was held in contempt but that. 


of arms: And if any merchantor manufaéturer rofe by induftry and frugality to 
a degree of opulence, he found himfelf but. the more expofed to injuries, 
the envy and avidity of the military nobles.. 

TueEse concurring caufes gave the feudal governments fo 
ariftocracy, that the royal authority was extremely. eclipfed 
ftates; and, inftead of dreading the growth of monarchical 
ther expect,. that the community would every where crumble into fo many inde- 
pendant baronies, and lofe the political union by. which they. were cemented: In 
elective monarchies, the event was. commonly anfwerable to this expectation; and 
the barons, gaining ground on every vacancy. of the throne,-raifed themfelves al-. 
moit to a ftate of fovereignty, and facrificed to their: power both the rights of the 
crown and the liberties of the people, But hereditary monarchies had ‘a principle 
of authority, which was not fo eafily fubverted ;: and there were fevera] caufes,. 
“hich {till maintained a degree of influence in the hands of the fovereign,. 

Tue greateft baron could never lofe view entirely of thofe principles of the feu- 


dal conftitution, which bound him, as a:vafial, to fubmiffion and fidelity towards 


his prince ; becaufe he was every moment obliged to have recourfe to thof prin- 
ciples, in- exacting 


Hdelity and fubmiffion from his own vaflals. The leffer ba- 


rons, 
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rons, finding that the annihilation of royal authority left them expofed without Appendix IT, 
protection to the infults and injuries of more potent neighbours, naturally ad- 
hered to the crown, and promoted the execution of general and equal laws. 
The people had: ftill a ftronger intereft to defire the grandeur of the fovereign : 
and the King, being the legal magiftrate, who fuffered by every internal convul- 

_ fion or oppreffion, and who-regarded the great nobles as his immediate rivals, af- 
fumed the falutary office of general guardian or protector of the commons, 
Befides the prerogatives with which the law endowed him ; his large demefnes 
and numerous retainers rendered him, in one fenfe,. the greateft baron of his 
kingdom ; and where he was poffeffed of perfonal, vigour and ability (for his fitua- 
tion required thefe advantages) he was commonly able to preferve his authority, 
and maintain his. ftation.as head of. the community, and the chief fountain of law 
and. juftices. | 

Fue firft Kings of the Norman race were favoured by another circumftances 
which preferved them from the encroachments of their barons. ‘They were gene- 
rals of a. conquering army, which was obliged to continue in a military pofture, 
and to maintain great fubordination under their leader, in order to fecure them- 
felves from the revolt of the numerous natives, whom they had bereaved of al! 
their properties and privileges: But tho’ this circumftance fupported the autho” 

: rity of William and his immediate fucceffors, and rendered them extremely abfo- 

: lute, it was loft as foon as the Norman barons began to coalefce with the nation, 

a to-acquire a fecurity in their poffeffions, and to fix their influence over their vaf- 

fals, tenants, and flaves. And the immenfe fortunes, which the Conqueror had 

: beftowed on his chief captains, ferved to fupport their independancy, and make 

them formidable to the fovereign.. 





He gave, for inftance, to Hugh de Abrincis, his fifter’s fon, the whole county: 
of Chefter, which he erected into a palatinate, and rendered by his-grant almoft 
independant of the crown *. Robert earl of Mortaigne had 973 manors and’ 
lordfhips: Allan earl: of Brittany and Richmond, 442: Odo, bifhop of Baieux, 
439. +:. Geoffrey, bifhop of Coutance,. 280: Walter Gifferd, earl of Buck- 
ingham, 107 |}:: William, earl Warenne, 298,. belides.28 towns or hamlet 
in Yorkfhire § > Toodenei, 81 |: Roger Bigod, 123 *: Robert, earl of Ewe, 


119 +: Roger Mortimer, 132, befides feveral hamlets [: Robert de Stafford, 





130 ||: Walter de Eurus, earl of Salifbury, 46 §: Geoffrey de Mandeville, . i ie 
* Cambd. in Chefh, Spel. Gloff. in verb. Comes Palatinus. + Brady Hift. ps t98; 200. | 
i ¢ Order. Vital, || Dug. Bar; vol. i. p. 60. from Domefday-book. 3 if 
| § Id. p. 745 4 Id. p.rit, 112. * Id. p, 132. F Id. p. 136... ; i 

t Id. p. 138. | Id. p. 156, § Id, p. #74. 3 4 t 
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Append'x I, 148 *: Richard de Clare, 171 +: Hugh de Beauchamp, 47 [: Baldwin de 
Ridvers, 164 ||: Henry de Ferrers, 222 §: William de Percy, 119 +: Nor- 
man d’Arcy, 33 *. Sir Henry Spelman computes, that in the large county of 
Norfolk, there were not, in the Conqueror’s time, above fixty-fix proprietors of 
land +. Men, poffeffed of fuch princely revenues and jurifdictions, could not 
long be retained in the rank of fubjects. The great earl Warenne, ina fubfequent. 
reign, when he was queftioned, concerning his right to the lands which he. pof- 
feffed, drew his fword, which he produced as his title; adding, that William the 
Baftard did not conquer the kingdom himfelf; but that the barons, and his an- 
ceftor among the reft,. were joint adventurers in the enterprize {. 


The ferdal Tue fupreme legiflative power of England was lodged in the King and great 

mage. council, or what was afterwards called the parliament. It is not doubted but 
the archbifhops, bifhops, and moft confiderable abbots were conftituent members 
of this council. They fat by a double title: By prefcription, as having always 
pofieffed that privilege, thro’ the whole Saxon period, from the firft eftablifhment 
of Chriftianity ; and by-their right of baronage, as holding of the King in capite 
by military fervice. Thefe two titles of the prelates were never accurately diftin- 
suifhed. When the-ufurpations.of the church had rifento fuch a height, as to 
make the bifhops affect a feparate dominion, and regard their feat in parliament 
as a degradation of their epifcopal dignity ; the King infifted, that they were ba- 
rons, and on that account, obliged, by the general principles of the feudal law, 
to attend on him in his great councils |. Yet there {till remained fome prac- 
tices, which fuppofed their title to be derived merely from antient poffleffion : 
When a bifhop was eleéted, he fat in parliament before the King had made him 
reftitution of his temporalities ; and during the vacancy of a fee, the guardian of 
the fpiritualities was fummoned to attend along with the bifhops. 


Tue barons, were another conftituent part of the great council of the nation. 
Thefe held immediately of the crown by a military tenure: They were the moft 
honourable members of the ftate, and had a right to be confulted in all public 
deliberations: They were the immediate vaffals of the crown, and owed as a 

' fervice their attendance in the court of their fupreme lord. A refolution, taken 
without their confent, was likely to be but ill executed: And no determination 


* Dugd. Bar. vol. i. p. 200, from Domefday-book. + Id. p. 207. $ Id. p. 223, 

| Id. p. 254. § Id. p. 257. 4. Id. 269. 

* Id. p. 369. It is remarkable that this family of d’Arcy, with that of Windfor, feems to be the 
only male defcendants of any of the Conqueror’s barons now remaining among the peers. 

+ Spel. Gloff. in verb. Dame/vay. { Dugdale, Bar, vol, ie p. 79. Id. Origines Juridiciales, 


Pp. 13. | Spel. Gloff, in verb. Baro. 
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of any caufe or controverfy among them had any validity, where the vote and Appendix I. 


advice of the whole body did not concur. The dignity of earl or count was of- 
ficial and territorial, as well as hereditary ; and as all the earls were alfo barons, 
they were confideréd as military vaffals of the crown, were admitted in that capa- 
city into the general council, and formed the moft honourable and powerful 
branch of it. 

Bur there was another clafs of the immediate military tenants of the crown, 
equally numerous with the barons, the tenants iz capite by knights fervice; and 
thefe, however inferior in power or property, held bya tenure, which was equally 
honourable as that of the others. A barony was commonly compofed of fevera| 
knights fees; and tho? the number feems not to have been exactly defined, fel- 
dom confifted of lefs than forty hydes of land *: But where a man held of the 
King only one or two knights fees, he was ftill an immediate vafial of the King, 
and as fuch had a title to have a feat in the general councils. But as this atten- 
dance was ufually efteemed a burthen, and one too great fora man of flender for- 
tune to bear conftantly ; it is probable, that tho’ he had a title, if he pleafed, to 
be admitted, he was not obliged by any penalty, like the barons, to pay a regu- 
lar attendance. All the immediate military tenants of the crown amounted not 
fully to 700, when Domefday book was framed; and as the members were well 
pleafed, on any pretext, to excufe themfelves from attendance, the affembly was 
never likely on any occafion to become too numerous for the difpatch of public 


bufinefs. | 

So far the nature of a general council 
out any doubt or controverfy. The only queftion feems to be with regard to the 
commons, or the reprefentatives of counties and boroughs ; whether they were 
alfo, in more early times, conftituent parts of parliament ? This queftion was 
ence difputed in England with great acrimony ; but fuch is the force of time and 
evidence, that they can fometimes prevail even over faction, and the queftion 
feems, by general confent, and even by their own, to be at laft determined againft 
the ruling party. It is agreed that the commons were no part of the great coun- 
cil, till fome ages after the conqueft 5 and that the military tenants alone of the 


‘erown compofed that fupreme and: legiflative affembly. 
Tre vaflals of a baron were by their tenure immediately dependant on him, 
owed attendance at his court, and paid all their duty ‘to the King, through that 


dependance which their lord was obliged by #is tenure to acknowledge to his 


lief-of a barony was twelve times oreater then that of 


* Four hydes made one knight’s fee: The re 
a knicht’s fee ;. whence we may. conjecture its value.. Spelm. Gloff,.in.verb. Produm 
fovereign 


or antient parliament is determined with- The com 


mons, 
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Appendix II. fovereion. and fuperior. Their land, comprehended in the barony, was repfe~ 
fented in parliament by the baron himfelf, who ‘was fuppofed, according to the 
fictions of the feudal law, to poflefs the direct property of it; and it would have 
been deemed incongruous ‘to give it any other reprefentatien. They ftood in the 
fame capacity to him, that he and the other barons did to the King: The former 
were peers of the barony ; the latter were peers of the realm: The vaffals pofiefied 
a fubordinate rank within their diftrict; the baron enjoyed a fupreme dignity in 
the great aflembly : “I’hey were in fome degree his-companions at home: he the 
King’s companion in the court: And nothing can be more evidently repugnant to 
all feudal ideas, and to-that gradual fubordination, which was effential to thofe an- 
tient inftitutions, than to imagine that the King would apply either for the advice 
or confent of men, who were of a rank or order fo much inferior, and whofe 
duty was immediately paid to the me/ne lord, that was interpofed between t 
and the throne *. 

Tr it be unreafonable to think, that the vaffals of a barony, tho’ their tenure 
was military and noble and honourable, were ever fummoned to give their opi- 
nion in national councils; much lefs can it be fuppofed, that the trade{men or 
inhabitants of boroughs, whofe condition was ftill fo much inferior, would be 
admitted to that privilege. It appears from Domefday, that the boroughs were, 
at the time of the conqueft, fcarce more than country villages; and that the inha- 
bitants lived in entire dependance on the King or great lords, and were of a 
{tation little better than fervile +. They were not then fo much as incorpo- 
rated ; they formed no community; were not regarded as a body politic ; and 
being really nothing but a number.of low dependant tradefmen, living, withou, 
any particular civil tie, in neighbourhood together, were incapable of being re_ 
prefented in the ftates of the kingdom. Even in France, acountry, which made 
more.early advances in arts and civility than England, the firft corporation is fixty 
years pofterior to the conqueft under the duke of Normandy ; and the erecting 
thefe communities was an invention of Lewis the Grofs to free the people from 
flavery under the lords, and to give them protection, by means of certain privi- 
leges and a feparate jurifdiction $.. An antient French author calls them anew 
and wicked device, to procure liberty to flaves, and encourage them in fhakine 
off the dominion of their mafters ||. The famous charter, as it is called, of the 
Conqueror to the city of London, tho’ granted at a time when he aflumed the 
appearance of gentlenefs and lenity, is nothing but a letter of protection, and a 
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* Spelm. Gloff. in verb. Baro. t+ Liber homo antiently fignified a gentleman : For fearce 
any one befide was entirely free. Spelm. Gloff. in verbo. $ Du Cange’s Gloff. in verb. 
Commune, communitas, || Guibertus de vita fua, lib, 3+ cap. 7. 
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declaration that the citizens fhould not be treated as flaves*. By the Enclith Appendix I 
feudal law, the fuperior lord was prohibited to marry his female ward toa orn eee 
ee or a villain +; fo near were thefe two ranks efteemed to each other, and fo ey 

| inferior to the nobility and gentry. Befides poffeffing the advantages of birth, 

riches, civil powers and privileges ; the nobles and gentlemen alone were armed ; 

a circumflance, which gave them a mighty fuperiority, in an age when nothing 

but the military profeffion was honourable, and when the loofe execution of taivs 

gave fo much encouragement to open violence, and rendered it fo decifive in all 

difputes and controverfies f. 


THE great fimilarity among all the feudal governments of Europe is well known 
to every man, that has any acquaintance with antient hiftory ; and the antiqua- 
rians of all foreign countries, where the queftion was never embaraffed by party 
difputes, have allowed, that the commons were very late in being admitted toa 
fhare in the legiflative power. In Normandy particularly, whofe conftitution 
was moft likely to be William’s model in raifing his new fabric of the Englifh 
sovernment, the {tates were entirely compofed of the clergy and nobility; and 
the firft incorporated boroughs or communities of that dutchy were Roiien and 
Falaife, which enjoyed their privileges by a grant of Philip Auguftus in the year 
1207 ||. All the antient Fnelifh hiftorians, when they mention the great council 
of the nation, call it an affembly of the baronage, nobility or great men; and 

none of their expreffions, tho’ feveral hundred paflages might be produced, can, 
without the utmoft violence, be tortured to a meaning, which will admit the 
commons to be conftituent members of that body §. ‘The magna charta of King 
John provides, that no tax or fcutage fhould be impofed but by the confent of 
the great council; and for more fecurity, it enumerates the perfons entitled to a 
feat in that council, the prelates and immediate tenants of the crown, without 
any mention of the commons: An authority fo full, certain and explicite, that 
nothing but the zeal of party could ever have procured credit to any contrary 
fyftem. 

Ir was probably the example of the French barons which firft emboldened the 
Englith to require greater independance from their fovereign : Itis alfo probable, 
that the boroughs and corporations of England were eftablifhed in imitation of 


* Stat. of Merton, 1235, cap. 6. + Holingthed, vol. ii, ps 15. 
t ‘Madox’s Baron. Angl. p. 19. | Norman. DuChefnil, p. 1066. Du Cange Gloff. in 
verb. commune. 
§ Sometimes the hiftorians mention the people, popzlus, as a part of the parliament: But they 
. always mean the laity, in oppolition to the clergy. Sometimes, the word, communitas, is found ; 
bi: | but it always means communitas baronazii. ‘Thefe points are clearly proved by Dr. Brady. 
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Appendix U. thofe of France. It may, therefore, be propofed, as no unlikely conjecture, 


that both the privileges of the peers and the liberty of the commons were originally 
the growth of that country. 

In antient times, men were very little folicitous to obtain a place in the legif- 
lative aflemblies ; and rather regarded their attendance as a burden, which was 
not compenfated by any return of profit or honour, proportioned to the trouble 
and expence. The only reafon of inftituting thofe public councils, was ; on the 
part of the fubject, that they defired fome fecurity from the attempts of arbitrary 


power; and on the’ part of the fovereign, that he defpaired of governing men of. 


fuch independant fpirits without their own confent and concurrence. But the 


commons, or the inhabitants of boroughs, had not as yet reached fuch a degree ~ 


of confideration, as to defire /ecurity againft their prince, or to imagine, that, even 
if they were aflembled in a reprefentative body, they had power or rank fufficient 
to. enforce it. The only protection, which they afpired to, was againft the im- 
mediate violence and injuftice of their fellow-citizens ; and this advantage each 
of them looked for, from the courts of juftice, or from the authority of fome great 
lord, to whom, by law or his own choice, he was attached. On the other hand, 
the fovereign was fufficiently affured of obedience in the whole community, if he 
procured the concurrence of the nobles; nor had he reafon to apprehend, that 
any order of the ftate could refift his and their united authority. The military 
fub-vafials could entertain no idea of oppofing both their prince and their fupe- 
riors: The burgeffes and tradefmen could much lefs afpire to fuch a thought: 
And thus, even if hiftory were filent on that head, we have reafon to conclude, 
from the known fituation of mankind during thefe ages, that the commons were 
never admitted as members of the legiflative body, 


Tue executive power of the Anglo-Norman government was lodged in the 
King ; and befides the ftated meetings of the national council at the three creat 
feftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide*, he was accuftomed, on any 
fudden exigence, to fumimon them together. He could at his pleafure command 
the attendance of his barons and their vaffals, in which confifted the military 
force of the kingdom, and could employ them, during forty days, either in 
refitting a foreign enemy, or reducing his rebellious fubjects. And what was 
of great importance, the whole judicial power was ultimately in his hands, and 
was exerciled by officers and minifters of his appointment. 


Tse general plan of the Anglo-Norman government was, that the court of 
barony was appointed to decide fuch controverfies as arofe between the feveral 


* Dugd. Orig. Jurid. p. rs, Spel, Gloff. in verbo parliamentum. 
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APPENDIX UI hs 


if vaflals or fubjeéts of the fame barony; the hundred-court and county-court, Appendix Il 
which were ftill continued as during the Saxon times *, to judge between the bok — 
jects of different baronies +; and the curia Regis or King’s esi, to give fentence 

among the barons themfelvest. But this plan, tho’ fimple, was attended with 

fome circumftances, which, being derived from a very extenfive authority, af- 

fumed by the Conqueror, contributed to the encreafe of the royal prerogative ; 

and while the ftate was not difturbed by arms, reduced every order of the sont: 

munity to fome degree of dependance and fubordination. 


Tue King himfelf often fat in his court, which always attended his perfon | : 
He there heard caufes and pronounced fentence §, and tho’ he was affifted by the 
advice of the other members, it is not to be imagined that a decifion could eafily 
be obtained contrary to his inclination or opinion. In his abfence the chief juf- 
ticiary prefided, who was the firft magiftrate in the ftate, and a kind of vice-roy, 
on whom depended all the civil affairs of the kingdom {. The other chief of- 
ficers of the crown, the conftable, marefchal, fenefchal, chamberlain, treafurer, 
and chancellor *, were members, together with fuch feudal barons as thought 
proper to attend, and the barons of the Exchequer, who at firft were alfo feudal 
barons, appointed by the King +, This court, which was fometimes called 
the King’s court, fometimes the court of Exchequer, judged in all caufes, civil 
and criminal, and comprehended the whole bufinefs, which is now fhared out 
among four courts, the Chancery, the King’s Bench, the Common Pleas, and 





the Exchequer f. 
* Ang. Sacra, vol. i. p- 334, &¢- Dugd. Orig. Jurif. p. 27. 29. Madox Hift, of Exch. p: 75. 
3 76. Spelm. Gloff. in verbo bundred. 
+ None of the feudal governments in Europe had fuch inftitutions as the county courts, which the 


Aill retained from the Saxon cuftoms. All the freeholders of the 
were obliged to attend the fheriffs in thefe courts, and to affifthim 
they received frequent and fenfible admonitions of 


great authority of the Conqeuror 
county, even the greateft barons, 


in the adminiftration of juitice. By this means, 
their dependance on the King or fupreme magiftrate : They formed a kind of community. with their 


fellow-barons and freeholders : They were often drawn from their sndividual and independant flate, 
peculiar to the feudal fyitem ; and were made members of a political body : And perhaps, this initi- 
and has had greater effects on the government, than has yet been dif- 


tution of county-courts in Eng! 
The barons were never able to free them- 


tingtly pointed out by hiforians or traced by antiquarics. 
felves from this attendance on the theriffs and itinerant juitices till the reign of Henry Ill. 


+ Brady Pref. 143. | Madox Hif. of Exch, p. 103. 

§ Bracton, lib, 3. cap. 9. § 1. Cap. 10. 41. 4 Spel. Gloff. in verbo jupticiarius. 

* Madox. Hift, Exch. p. 27- 29+ 33° 38.41.54. The Normans introduced the practice of fealing 
charters ; and the chancellor’s office was to keep the Great Seal. Ingulph Dugd. Pp. 335 34* 

+ Madox. Hitt. of the Exch. p. 1342 135> Gerv. Dorob, p. 1337- + Madox. Hilt. of 


the Exch, pe 56. 70- 
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‘in HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


Sucu an accumulation of powers was itfelf a great fource of authority, and 
rendered the jurifdicétion of the court terrible to all the fubjects ; but the turn, 
which judicial trials took foon after the Conqueft, ferved {till more to encreafe its 
authority, and to augment the royal prerogatives. William, among the other 
violent changes, which ‘he attempted and affected, had introduced the Norman 
law into England ||, ‘had ordered all pleadings to be in that tongue, and had inter- 
woven with the Englith jurifprudence, all the maxims and principles, which the 
Normans, more advanced in cultivation, and naturally litigious, were accuftomed 
to obferve in the diftribution of juftice. Law now became a f{cience, which at 
firft fell entirely into the hands of the Normans; and which, even after it was 
communicated to the Enelifh, required fo much ftudy and application, that the 
laity, in thofe ignorant ages, were incapable of attaining it, and it was a myftery 
almoft folely confined to the clergy, and chiefly to the monks*. ‘The ereat of- 
ficers of the crown and the feudal barons, who were military men, found them- 
felves unfit to penetrate into thofe obfcurities ; and tho’ they were intitled to a 
feat in the fupreme judicature, the bufinefs of the court was wholly managed by 
the chief jufticiary and the law barons, who were men appointed by the King, 
and entirely at his difpofal. This natural. courfe of things was forwarded by 
the multiplicity of bufinefs, which flowed into that court, and which daily aug- 
mented by the appeals from all the fubordinate judicatures of the kingdom. 


In the Saxon times, no appeal was received in the King’s court, except upon 
the denial or delay of juftice by the inferior courts; and the fame practice was 


-ftill obferved in moft of the feudal kingdoms of Europe. But the great power 


of the Conqueror eftablifhed at firft in England an authority, which the mo- 
narchs in France were not able to attain till the reign of St. Lewis, who lived 
near two centuries after: He empowered his court to receive appeals both from 
the courts of barony and the county-courts, and by that means brought the ad- 
miniftration of juftice ultimately into the hands of the fovereign ¢. And left the 
expence or trouble of a journey to court fhould difcourage fuitors, and make 
them acquiefce in the decifion of the inferior judicatures, itinerant judges were 
aiterwards eftablifhed, who made their circuits thro” the kingdom, and tried all 
caufes, that were brought before them §. By this expedient, the courts of ba- 


rony 
| Dial, de Stac. p. 30. apud Madox. Hift. of the Exchequer. * Malmef. lib. 4. p..123. 
Tt Dugd. Orig. Jurid. p. 2s. t Madox. Hitt. of the Exch. p. 65. Glanv. lib. 12. cap. i. 


7. LL. Hen. b. § 31. apud Wilkins, p- 248, Fitz-Stephens, p. 36. Coke’s Comment. on the 
ftatute of Marlbridge, cap. 20. 


§ Madox. Hift. of the Exch. p. 3, 84. 100. Gerv. Dorob. p. r410. What made the Anglo- 
Norman barons more readily fubmit to appeals from their court to the King’s court of Exchequer,. was, 
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i. rony were kept in awe, and if they ftill preferved fome influence, it was only from Appendix IT 
a the apprehenfions which the vaffals might entertain of difobliging their fuperior, 
i. _ by appealing from his court. But the county-courts were much difcredited; and 


as the freeholders were found ignorant of the intricate principles and forms of the 
new law, the lawyers gradually brought all bufinefs before the King’s judges, and 
abandoned the antient fimple and popular judicature. After this manner, the 
— formalities of juftice, which, tho’ they appear tedious and cumberfome, are 
found requifite to the fupport of liberty in all monarchical governments, proved 
at firft, by a combination of caufes, very advantageous to the royal authority in 
England. 7 
Tue power of the Norman kings was alfo much fupported by a great revenue ; Revenue of 
and by a revenue, that was fixed, perpetual, and independant of the fubject. The the crown- 
people, without betaking themfelves to arms, had no check upon the King, and 
no regular fecurity for the due diftribution of juftice, In thofe days of violence, 
many inftances of oppreffion paffed unheeded ; and were foon after openly plead- 
ed as precedents, which it was unlawful to difpute or controul. Princes and 
minifters were too ignorant to be themfelves fenfible of the advantages attending 
an equitable adminiftration ; and there was no eftablifhed council or affembly 
which could proteét the people, and by withdrawing fupplies, regularly and peace- 
ably admonifh the King of his duty, and enfure the execution of the laws. 


BS: Tue firft branch of the King’s ftated revenue was the royal demefnes or crown- 
, lands, which were very extenfive, and comprehended, befide a great number’ of 
‘ee manors, moft of the chief cities of the kingdom. It was eftablifhed by law, that 
the King could alienate no part of his demefne, and that he himfelf, or his fuccef- 
for, could, at any time, refume fuch donations *: But this law was never regu- 
larly obferved ; which happily rendered in time the crown fomewhat more de- 
‘ pendant, ‘The rent of the crown-lands, confidered merely as fo much riches, 
was a fource of power: The influence of the King over his tenants and the inha- 
bitants of his towns, increafed this power: But the other numerous. branches of 
his revenue, befides fupplying his treafury, gave, by their very nature, a great 
latitude to arbitrary authority, and were a fupport of the prerogative ; as will ap- 

pear from an enumeration of them. ie 
Tue King was never content with the {tated rents, but levied heavy tailliages 
at pleafure on the inhabitants both of town and country, who lived within: his. 


their being accuftomed to like appeals. in Normandy to the dacal court of exchequer. See Gilbert’s 
Eiftory of the Exchequer, p. 1. 2.3 tho’ the author thinks it doubtful, whether che Norman court was 
not rather copied from the Englifh, p. 6. 


* Fleta, lib, 1. cap. 8 17. lib, 3. Cap. 6. & 3. Bratton, lib. 2. CAP. §. demefne 
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Appendix If, demefne. All bargains of fale, in order to prevent theft, being prohibited, ex- 


cept in boroughs and public markets *, he pretended to exact tolls on-all goods 
which were there fold +. He feized two hogfheads, one before and one behind 
the maft, from every veffel that imported wine. All goods paid to his cuftoms 
a proportional part of their valuet: Paffage over bridges and on rivers was 
loaded with tolls at pleafure ||: And tho’ the boroughs by degrees bought the 
liberty of farming thefe impofitions, yet the revenue profited by thefe bargains, 
new fums were often exacted for the renewal and confirmation of the privileges §, 
and the people were thus held in perpetual dependance. 


Sucs was the fituation of the inhabitants within the royal demefnes. But the 
pofleffors of land, or the military tenants, tho’ they were ,better protected, both 
by law, and by the great privilege of carrying arms, were, from the nature of 
their tenures, much expofed to the inroads of power, and poffefied not what we 
fhould efteem in our age a very durable fecurity. The Conqueror granted by 
his laws, that the barons fhould be obliged to pay nothing beyond their ftated 
fervices |, except a reafonable aid to ranfom his perfon if he were taken In war, 
to make his eldeft fon a knight, and to marry his eldeft daughter. What fhould, 
on thefe occafions be deemed a reafonable aid, was not determined; and the de- 
mands of the crown were fo far difcretionary. 


Tue King could require in war the perfonal attendance of his Vafials, that is, 
of all the landed proprietors ; and if they declined the fervice, they were obliged 
to pay him a compofition in money, which was called a fcutage. The fum 
was, during fome reigns, very precarious and uncertain ; it was fometimes levied 
without allowing the vaflal the liberty of perfonal fervice *; and it was an vfual 
artifice of the King to pretend an expedition, that he might be intitled to levy 
the fcutage from his military tenants. Danegelt was another {pecies of land-tax 
levied by the early Norman kings, arbitrarily and contrary to the laws of the 
Conqueror +. Moneyage was alfo a general land-tax of the fame nature, levied 
by the two firft Norman kings, and abolifhed by the charter of Henry I. 5 eee | 
was a fhilling paid every three years by each hearth, to induce the King not to 
ule his prerogative of debafing the coin. Indeed, it appears from that charter, 
that, tho’ the Conqueror had granted his military tenants an immunity from all 
taxes and tailliages, he and his fon William had never thought themfelves bound 
to obferve that rule, but had levied impofitions at pleafure on all the landed eftates 


* LL. Will. r. cap. 61, + Madox, p. 530. ft Madox, p. 529. This author fays a 
fifteenth. But it is not eafy to reconcile this account to other authorities. | Madox, p. 529. 

§ Madox’s Hift. of the Exch. P+ 275, 276, 277, &c. + LL, Will. Cong. § 55. 

* Gervafe de Tilbury, p. 25, T Madox’s Hift. of the Exch, p, 475. t Matth, Paris, p. 38. 
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i of the kingdom. The utmoft that Henry orants, is, that the land cultivated by Appendix H. 
i the military tenant himfelf fhall not be fo burdened; but he referves the power of 

a taxing the farmers: And ‘as it is known, that Henry’s charter was never obferv- 

i ed in any one article, we may be affured, that this prince and his fucceffors re= 


e tracted even this fmall indulgence, and levied arbitrary impofitions on all the 

4 lands of all their fubjects. Thefe taxes were fometimes very heavy ; fince Malmef- 

j bury tells us, that, in the reign of William Rufus, the farmers, on account of 
them, abandoned tillage, and a famine enfued *. 

Tie efcheats were a great branch both of power and of revenue to the King, 

efpecially during the firft reigns after the conqueft. In defaulc of defcendants 


a from the firft baron, his land reverted to the crown, and continually augmented 
i the King’s pofleflions. The prince had indeed by law a power of alienating thefe 
Bs: efcheats; but by this means he enjoyed an opportunity of eftablifhing the for- 
; tunes of his friends and fervants, and thereby enlarging his authority. Some- 
: times he retained them in his own hands, and they were gradually confounded 


with his royal demefnes, and became dificult to be diftinguifhed from them. 
This ‘confufion is probably the reafon why the King acquired the right of alie- 
a nating his demefnes. 
Be Bur befides efcheats from default of heirs, thofe which enfued from crimes or 
breach of- duty towards the fuperior lord, were very frequent in antient times. 
‘s If the vaflal, being thrice fummoned to attend his fuperior’s court, and do fealty, 
4 : neglected or cefufed obedience, he forfeited all title to his lands +. If he denied 
rs his tenure, or refufed his fervice, he was expofed to the fame penalty t.. Where 
he fold his eftate without licence from his lord #, or if he fold it upon any other 
. tenure or title than that by which he himfelf held it §, he loft all right to it. 
s The adhering to his lord's enemies -., deferting him in war *. betraying his fe- 
| crets +, debauching his wife or his nearer relations [, or even ufing indecent hi- 
berties with them |, might be punifhed by forfeiture. Lhe higher crimes, 
rapes, robbery, murder, burning houfes, occ. were called felony ; and being 


S, 
interpreted want of fidelity to his lord, made him lofe his fief *§. Even where 
the felon was vaffal to a baron, tho’ his e 


> is immediate lord enjoyed the forfeiture, 
the King might retain poffeffion of his eftate during a year, and had the right of 
foiling and deftroying It, unlefs the baron paid him a reafonable compofition +. 


66 + Hottom, de Feud. 
: ’ — ry 
1, 39. \| Lib. Fead. 


% Sovalfo Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, Pp. 55. Knyghton, p. 23 
: Difp, cap. 38. col. 886. t Lib. Feud. lib. 3. tit, 1. lib. 4. tit. 21. 3! Ieee 
oo lb, 1.tih2t. --§ Lab. Feud. lib. 4. tits 44- |. Id. lib. 3. tit, 1. * Id. lib: 4. 
Br. + Id. lib. 4. tit. 14. + Id. lib. 1. tit. 14. 21. | Id. lib, 4. tit. I. 
& Spelm, Glofl. in verb. Felenza, } Spelm. Gloff, in verb. Felonta. Glanville, lib, 7. Cap. ¥7- 
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Appendix II. We have not here enumerated all the fpecies of felonies, or of crimes by which 
: forfeiture was incurred: We have faid enough to prove, that the pofieffion of 
feudal property was antiently fomewhat precarious, and that the primary idea was 
never entirely loft, of its being a kind of. fee or denefice. | 
Wuen a baron died, the King immediately took poffeffion of the eftate; and 
the heir, before he recovered his right, was obliged to make application to the 
crown, to defire that he might be admitted to do homage: for his Jand, and to 
pay a compofition to the King. This compofition was not at firft fixed by law, 
at leaft by practice: The King was often very exorbitant in his demands, and 4 
kept pofleffion of the land till they were complied with. | 7 et 
Ir the heir was a minor, the King retained the whole profit of the eftate till \ 
his majority ; and might grant what fum he thought proper for the education and , ig 
maintenance of the young baron. ‘This practice was alfo founded on the notion, 
that a fief was a benefice, and that, while the heir could not perform his military | 
fervices, the revenue devolved to the fuperior, who employed another in his place. 
It is obvious, that a great proportion of the landed property muft, by means of 
this device, be continually in the hands of the prince, and that all the noble fa- 
milies were thereby held in continual dependance. When the King granted the 
wardthip of a rich heir to any one, he had the opportunity of enriching a favour- 
ite or minifter: If he fold it, he was thereby able to levy a confiderable fum of 
money. Simon de Mountfort paid Henry III. 10,000 marks, an immenfe fum 
in thofe days, for the wardthip of Gilbert de Umfreville *. 
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Ir the heir was a female, the King was entitled to offer her any hufband of 
her rank he thought proper; and if the refufed him, fhe forfeited her Jand. 
Even a male heir could not marry without the royal confent, and it was ufual for 
men to pay large fums for the liberty of making their own choice in-marriage +. 
No man could difpofe of his land, either by fale or will, without the confent of 
his fuperior. The poffeffor was never confidéred as full proprietor: He was {till 


a kind of beneficiary; and could not oblige his fuperior to accept of any vafial, 
who was not agreeable to him. 


be « 
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ings, amerciaments, and oblatas, as they were called, were another confi- 
derable branch of the royal power and revenue. The antient records of the 
Exchequer, which are ftill preferved, give furprifing accounts of the numerous 
fines and amerciaments levied in thofe days t, and of the ftrange inventions fallen 
upon tb exact money from the fubjedt. It appears, that the old Kings of Eng- 
Jand put themfelves entirely on the footing of the barbarous eaftern princes, 


j 
* Macox’s Hift. of the Exch. p. 223. + Id. p. 320. t dd piahai a 
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awhom no man mutt approach without a prefent, who fell all their good offices 
. * ? 


and who intrude themfelves into every bufinefs, that they may have a pretence 
of extorting money. Even juftice was avowedly bought and fold ; the King’s 
court itfelf, tho’ the fupreme judicature of the kingdom, was open to none tk 
brought not large prefents to the King; the bribes given for the expedition, de- 
lay *, fufpenfion, and, doubtlefs, for the perverfion of juftice, were pte in 
the public regifters of the royal revenue, and remain as monuments of the per- 
petual iniquity and tyranny of the times. The barons of the exchequer, for in- 
ftance, the firft nobility of the kingdom, were not afhamed to infert, as an ar- 
ticle in their records, that the county of Norfolk paid a fum, that they might 
be fairly dealt with +; the borough of Yarmouth, that the King’s charters, which 
they have for their liberties; might not be violated $; Richard, fon of Gilbert, 
for the King’s helping him to recover his debt from the Jews}; Serlo, fon of 
Terlavafton, that he might be permitted to make his defence, in cafe he was 
accufed of a certain homicide § ; Walter de’ Burton for free law, if accufed of 
wounding another}; Robert de Effart, for having an inqueft to find whether 
Roger, the butcher, and Wace and Humphrey, accufed him of robbery and 
theft out of envy and ill-will, or not* ; William Buhuft for having an | inquett 
to find whether he was accufed of the death of one Godwin out of ill-will or for 
juft caufet. 1 have felected thefe few inftances from a great number of a like 
kind, which Madox had felected from a ftill greater number, preferved in the 
antient rolls of the exchequer ft. : 

SomeTIMEs the party litigant proffered the King a certain portion, 2 half, a 
third, a fourth, payable out of the debts, which he, as the executor of juftice, 
fhould affift him in recovering |}. Theophania de Weftland apreed to pay the 
half of 212 marks, that fhe might recover that fum againft James de Fugh- 
lefton § ; Solomon the Jew engaged to pay one mark out of every feven that he 


 fhould recover againtft Hugh dela Hofe 1; Nicholas Morrel promifed to pay fixty 


pound, that the earl of Flanders might be diftrained to pay him 343 pound, 
which the earl had taken from him ; and this fixty pound was to be paid out of 
the firft money that Nicholas fhould recover of the earl *. 

Tur King, as he affumed the entire power over trade, was [0 be paid for a 
permiffion to exercife commerce or induftry of any kind}. Hugh Oifel paid 
400 marks for liberty to trade in England t: Nigel de Havene gave fifty marks 


* Madox’s Hift. of Exch. p. 274 399: + Id. p. 295+ - ¢ Id. ibid. | Id. p. 296. 
He paid 200 marks, a great fum in thofe days. § Id. p. 296. 4. Id, ibid. * Id. p. 298. 


+ Id. p. 302. + Chap. xii. H Id. p. 311. § Id. ibid. 4 Id. p. 7927312 
* Id, p. 312 + Id. p. 323: t Id. ibid. 
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for the partnerfhip in merchandize which he had with Gervafe de Hanton * + 
Fhe men of Worcefter paid roo fhillings, that they might have the liberty of 
felling and buying dyed cloth, as formerly +: Several other towns paid for a 
like liberty =. . The commerce indeed of the kingdam was fo much given up to 
the King, that he erected gilds, corporations, and monopolies, wherever he 
pleafed ; and levied fums for thefe exclufive privileges ||. 

THERE were no profits fo {mall as to be below the King’s attention. Henry,. 
fon of Arthur, gave ten dogs, to have a recognition againft the countefs of Cop- 
land for one knight’s fee§. Roger, fon of Nicholas, gave twenty lampreys and 
twenty fhads for an inqueft to find, whether Gilbert, fon of Alured, gave to 


Roger 200 muttons to obtain his confirmation for certain lands, or whether Ro- 


ger took them from him by violence |: Geoffrey Fitz-Pierre,.the chief jufticiary, 


pave two good Norway hawks, that Walter le Madine might have. leave to. ex- 


port an hundred weight of cheefe out of the King’s dominions *.. 


Ir is amufing to remark the {trange bufinefs in which the King fometimes in- 
terfered, and never without a prefent: The wife of Hugh de Neville gave the . 
King 200 hens, that fhe might lie with her hufband one night+; and fhe 
brought with her two fureties, who anfwered each for an hundred hens. It is pro- 
bable that her hufband was a prifoner, which debarred her having: accefs-to him. 
The abbot of Rucford paid ten marks, for leave to erect houfes and place men 
upon his land near Welhang, in order to fecure his wood there from being 
ftolen{ : Hugh, arehdeacon of Wells, gave one tun of wine. for leave to carry 
600 fumms of corn whither he would|} : Peter de Perariis gave twenty, marks for 
leave to falt fifhes, as Peter Chevalier ufed to do §. 

Tne King’s protection and good: offices ef every kind were bought and fold. 
Robert Griflet paid twenty marks of: filver,.that-the King would help him again ft 
the earl of Mortaigne in a certain plea}: Robert de Cundet gave thirty marks 


of filver, that the King would bring him to an accord with the. bifhop, of. Lin-. 


coln*: Ralph de Breckham gave a hawk, that the King would prote@ him +; 


_and this is a very frequent reafon for payments: John, fon of Ordgar, gave a 


Norway hawk, to have the King’s requeft to the King of Norway to let him 
have his brother .Godard’s chattels [: Richard de Neville gave twenty palfreys 
to obtain the King’s requeft*to. Holda Bifet, that fhe would take him for a hut 
band |: Roger Fitz-Walter gave three good palfreys to have the King’s letter 


F * Madox’s Hift. of Exch. p. 323. + Id. p. 324. J} Id. ibid. | Id. p. 232, 233, &c. § Td. 


-p. 298. + dp. 305. “* Id. p. 32x. + Id. p. 326. t Id. ibid. | Id. p. 320. 


§ Id. p. 320. 4 Id. p.g29. *Id.p.330. Id. p. 332. - 4 Id. ibid, | Id. ps 333. 
to 
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to Roger Bertram’s mother, that fhe fhould marry him*: Eling, the dean, paid Appendix Ui. 
100 marks, that his whore and his children might be let out upon bail+: The 

bifhop of Winchefter gave one tun of good wine for his not putting the King in 

mind to give a girdle to the countefs of Albemarle {: Robert de Veaux gave 

five of the beft palfreys, that the King would hold his tongue about Henry Pinel’s 

wife |]. There are in the records of exchequer many other fingular inftances of a 

like nature §. It will however be juft to remark, that the fame ridiculous prac- 

tices and dangerous abufes prevailed in Normandy, and probably in all the other 

ftates of Europe. England was not in this refpect more barbarous than tts 
neighbours. 

Turse iniquitous practices of the Norman kings were fo well known, that on 
the death of Hugh Bigod, inthe reign of Henry If. the beft and moft juft of 
thefe princes, the eldeft fon and the widow of this nobleman came to court, and 
{trove, by proffering large prefents to the King, each of them to acquire poffef- 
fion of that rich inheritance. The King was fo equitable as to order the cauife 
to be tried by the great council ; but in the mean time, he feized into his own 
hands all the money and treafures of the deceafed *. Peter of Blois, a judici- 
ous, and even an elegant writer for that age, gives a pathetic defcription of the 
yenality of juftice and the oppreffions of the poor, under the reign of Henry 3 
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* Madox’s Hitt. of Exch: p. 333. + Id. p. 342. Pro habenda amica fua & filiis, Fe. 

t Id. .p. 352- | Id. ibid, Ut Rex taceret de uxore Henrici Pinel. 

§ We fhall gratify the reader's curiofity by Jubjoining a few more inflances from Madox, p. 332- 
Hugh Oifel was to give the King two robes of a good green colour, to have the King’s letters-patent 
a to the merchants of Flanders with a requeft to render him 1000 marks, which he loft in Flanderss 
| The abbot of Hyde paid thirty marks, to have the King’s letters of requeft to the archbifhop of Can- 
t -terbury, to remove certain monks that were againft the abbot. Roger de Trihanton paid twenty 

marks and a palfrey, to have the King’s requeft to Richard de Umfreville to give him his fifter to wife, 

and to the fifter, that fhe would accept of him for a hufband: William de Cheveringworth paid five 

marks, to have the King’s letter to the abbot of Perfore, to let him enjoy peaceably his tythes as for- 

merly: Matthew de Hereford, clerk, paid ten marks for a letter of requeftto the bifhop of Landaff, 

ft to let him enjoy peaceably his church of Schenfrith : Andrew Neulun gave three Flemith caps, for 
| the King’s requeft to the prior of Chikefand, for performance of an agreemeat made between them ; 
Henry de Fontibus gave a Lombardy horfe of value, to have the King’s requeft to Henry Fitz-Her- 
vey, that he would give him his daughter to wife: Roger, fon of Nicholas, promifed all the lampreys 
tre could, get, to have the King’s requeft to earl William Marefhal, that he would grant him the ma- 
nor of Langeford at Ferm. ‘The burgefles of Glocefter promifed 300 lampreys, that they might not 
be diftrained to find the prifoners of Poi€iou with neceflaries, unlefs they pleafed. Id. p. 352. Jor- 
dan, fon of Reginald, paid twenty marks to have the King’s requeft to Will. Painel, that he would 
grant him the land of Mill Nierenuit, and the cuftody of his heirs; and if Jordan obtained the fame, 


he was to pay the twenty marks, otherwife not. Id. p. 333- 
bidd, p. 359 * Bened. Abb. p. 180, 181. 
3H 2 


SR ae a 
Cy ar .* 
SFY o a ° 


a | 
a 
ee 








420 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 








and he fcruples not to complain to the King himfelf ‘of ‘thefe’abufes *. ‘We'may 
judge what.the cafe would be under the government of worfe princes. The atti- 
cles of enquiry concerning the conduct of fheriffs, which Henry promuloared ‘ine 
‘ 1170, fhow the great power as well as the licentiou!nefs of thefe officers +. 


Appendix II. 







AMERCIAMENTS. or fines for crimes and trefpaffes were another confiderable- 
branch of the royal revenue. _Moft crimes were atoned for by money ; the fines: 
impofed were not limited by any rule or ftatute; and frequently Occafioned the 
total ruin of the perfon, even for the flighteft trefpaffes. The foreft-laws, parti- 
cularly, were a great fource of oppreffion. The King poffeffed fixty-eight forefts, 
thirteen chafes, and feven hundred and eighty-one parks, in difterent parts of En- 
gland |; and confidering the €¢xtreme paffion of the Englifh and Normans for 
hunting, thefe were fo many fnares laid for the people, by which they’were allur- 
ed into trefpaiiés, and brought within the reach of arbitrary and rigorous laws, 
which the King had thought proper by his own authority to enaét. 

‘Bur the moft barefaced aéts of tyranny and oppreffion were thofe practifed 
again{t the Jews, who were entirely out of the protection ‘of law, were extremely 
odious to the bigotry of the. people, and were abandoned to’ the immeafurable 
rapacity of the King and his minifters. Befides many other indignities, to which: 
they were continually expofed, it appears, that* they were once all thrown into : 
prifon, and the fum of 66,000 marks :éxacted for their liberty § : At another: a 
time, Ifaac the Jew paid alone 5100 marks |.; 'Brun, 3000 marks *; Jurnet,. . 
2600; Bennet, 500: At another, Licorica, widow of »David, the \Jew-of Ox- 
ford, was required to pay 6000 marks ;’ and fhe was delivered: over'to fix of the 
richeft and difcreeteft Jews of England, who were to anfwer for the fum*>. Henry: 
III, borrowed 5000 marks of the earl of Cornwal ; and for-his repayment aligned 
him over all.the Jews of England}. The revenue arifing from exations upon: 
this nation was fo confiderable, that therewas a particular court of exchequer fer 
apart for managing it |]. 























Commerce. We may judge of the low ftate of commerce among ‘the Enelifh, when the 
Jews, notwithftanding all thefe oppreffions, could ftillefind their account in ‘trad- 

_ ing among them, ‘and lending them money. “And as the improvements of agri- 

by | culture were alfo much checked, both by the immenfe poffeffions of the nobility, 













* Petri Blef. Epift. os. apud Bibl. Patram; tom. 24. p. 2014. + Hoveden Chron, Gerv. 









~'p. 1410. t-Madox, chap. xiv, | Spelm: Gloff. in verbo Forefa. 
§ Madox’s Hift. of the Exch,‘ p. (st. This happened in the reign of King John. 
+ Id. p. 15a. * Id. p. 153. + did: p. 168, t Id. p. 156. || Id. ‘chap. vii. 
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and by the» precarious ‘ftate of feudal property; it appears, that mduftry of no Appendix HL. 
kind could then have place.in the kingdom *. 

ri | Iv is:afferted’by Sir HHarry Spellman +, as an) undoubted truth, that, during 

7 the reigns of the firft Norman princes, every edict of the King, iffued with the 

Aes | eonfent of his privy-council, had the full force of law. But the barons furely 

were not fo paffive as to entruft a -power, entirely arbitrary and defpotic, into : 
the hands:of the fovereign. -It-only appears, that the conftitution had not fixed 

any precife boundaries to the royal power; that the right. of iffuing proclama- 

tions on any emergence and of exacting obedience to them, a right wiich was 

always fuppofed inherent in the crown, is very difficult to be diftinguifhed. from 

a legiflative authority ; that the extreme imperfection of the antient laws and the 

fudden exigencies, »which often occurred in fuchsturbulent: governments, obliged 

the prince to exert frequently the latent powers of his prerogative ; that he na- 

turally proceeded, from the acquiefcence of the people, to aflume, in many par- 

ticulars of moment, an authority, from which he had.excluded himfelf by exprefs 

ftatutes, charters or conceffions, and which was, in the main, repugnant to the 

general genius of the conftitution ; and that the lives, the perfonal liberty, and the 

properties of all his fubjects were lefs fecured by law againft the exertion. of his 

arbitrary»authority, than ‘by the independant power and -private connexions of 
eachindividual. It appears from the great charter itfelf, that not only John, :a 

| tyrannical prince, and Richard, a violent one, but their father, Henry, .under 

whofe reign the prevalence of grofs:abufes is the leaft to be fufpected, was accuftom- 

ed, from his fole authority, without procefs of law, to imprifon, banifh and at- 
taint.the. freemen of his kingdom. 

A creat baron, in antient times, confidered himfelf as a kind of fovereign with- 
in his territory, and was-attended with courtiers: and dependants more zealoufly 
2 attached to him than the minifters of ftate, and the great officers-were commonly 
; to their fovereign. He often maintained in his court the parade of royalty, 
by -eftablifhing .a jufticiary, conftable, .marefchal, chamberlain, fenefchal, and: 
chancellor,. and affigning to each of. thefe officers a feparate province.and com- 
mand. He was ufually very.affiduous in exercifing his jurifdiction ;. and.. tool: 
fuch delight in that image of fovereignty, that.it was found: neceflary to reftrain 
his activity, and prohibit him by law from holding courts too frequently}. Ic is not: 
to be doubted, that the example, fet him by the prince, of a mercenary and fordid 
extortion, would be faithfully copied ; and that all his good and bad offices, his 


* We learn-from the extraéts given us of Domefday by Brady in-his Treatife of Boroughs, that 
almoft all the boroughs of England had fuffered in the fhock of the Congueft, and had decayed -ex- 
tremely between the death of the Confeffor, and the time when Domefday was framed, 


- + Gloff in verb. judicium Dein © t Dugd. Jurid. Orig. p+ 26+. jaftice Zag 





Appendix II. 


The Church, 


Civil laws. 


Ane HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


-juftice and injuftice, were equally put to dale. He had the power, with the 


King’s confent, to exact talliages even from the free-citizens who lived within his 
barony; and as his neceffities made him rapacious, his authority was ufually found 


to be more oppreffive and tyrannical than that of the fovereign*. He was ever 
engaged in hereditary or perfonal animofities or confederacies with his neighbours, 
and often gave protection to all defperate adventurers and criminals, who could be 


ufeful in ferving his violent purpofes. He was able alone, in times of tranquillity, 
to obftruct the execution of juftice within his territories ; and by combining with 


.a few malecontent barons of high rank and power, he could throw the whole ftate 
into convulfions. And on the whole, tho’ the royal authority was confined within 


bounds, and often within very narrow ones, yet the check was irregular, and 


-often the fource of great diforders ; and it was not derived from the liberty of the 


people, but from the military power of many petty tyrants, who were equally dan- 
gerous to the prince and oppreffive to the fubject. 


Tue power of the church was another rampart againft royal authority ; but 


‘this defence was alfo the caufe of many mifchiefs and inconveniencies. The dig- 


nified clergy, perhaps, were not fo prone to immediate violence .as the barons ; 
but as they pretended to.a total independance on the ftate, and could always cover © 
themfelves with the appearances of religion, they proved, in one refpect, an ob- 
itruction to the fettlement of the kingdom, and to the regular execution of the 
laws. The policy of the Conqueror was in this particular liable to fome excep- 
tion. He augmented the fupertftitious veneration for Rome, to which that age 


“was fo much inclined ; and he broke thofe bands of connexion, which, in the 


Saxon times, had preferved an union between the lay and the clerical orders, He 
prohibited the bifhops to fit in the county-courts ; he allowed ecclefiaftical caufes 
to be tried only in fpiritual courts +; and.he fo much exalted the power of the 


clergy, that of 60,215 knights fees, into which he divided England, he placed 
no lefs than 28,015 under the church t. 


Tue right of primogeniture came in with the feudal law: A practice, which 
is hurtful by producing and maintaining an unequal divifion of private property ; 
but is advantageous, in another refpect, by accuftoming the people to a pre- 
ference in favour of the eldeft fon, and thereby preventing a partition or difputed 
fucceffion in the monarchy. The Normans introduced the ufe of firnames, which 


‘tend to preferve the knowledge of families and pedigrees; as do alfo, the dif- 


* Madox. H. of Exch. p. 520. 

t Spel. Gloff. in verb: manus mor 
pofiefied lands in this proportion, 
part of the Janded propeity. 


t Char, Will. apud Wilkins, p. 230. Spel. Conc. vol. ii. p- 14. 
tua. We arenotto imagine, as fome have done, that the church 
but only that they and their vaffals enjoyed fuch-a proportionable 
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tinction of coats of arms, which came in vogue about the time of King Richard, 
They abolifhed none of the old abfurd methods of trial, by the crofs or ordeal ; 


and they added a new abfurdity, that by fingle combat *, which became a regu- 


lar part of jurifprudence, and was:conduéted with all the order, method, devo- 
tion and folemnity imaginable. The ideas of chivalry alfo feem to have been 
imported by the Normans: No traces of thefe fantaftic notions are to be found 
among the plain and ruftic Saxons: The feudal inftitutions, by raifing a fet of 
men to.a-kind of. fovereign dignity, rendering perfonal ftrength and valour fo re- 
guifite, and making every knight and baron his own protector and avenger, be- 
got that military pride and fenfe of honour, which being cultivated and embel- 
lifhed by the poets and romance writers of. the age, ended in chivalry. The vir- 
tuous knight fought not only in his own quarrel ;. but in that of. the innocent, 
the. helplefs, and above all, of. the fair,. whom he fuppofed to be for ever under 
the guardianfhip of his valiant arm. The uncourteous knight, who, from his 
caftle, exercifed robbery ontravellers,. and committed violence on. virgins, was the 
object of his perpetual indignation ; and he put him to death, without fcruple or 
trial or appeal, wherever he met with him. The great independance of men made 
perfonal honour and fidelity the chief tie among them’; and rendered it the capital 
virtue of every true knight, or genuine profeffor:of chivalry. The folemnities of 
fingle combat, as eftablifhed by law, banifhed the notion of every thing unfair or 
unequal in: rencounters; and maintained an appearance of courtefy between the 
combatants, till the moment of their engagement. The credulity of the age 
grafted on this ftock the notion of. giants, enchanters, dragons; {pells {, and a 
thoufand wonders which ftill multiplied during the times of the Crufades ; when 
men,. returning from fo great a diftance, ufed the liberty of impofing every fiction 
on their believing audience. Thefe ideas of chivalry infected the writings, con- 
verfation, and behaviour of men, during fome ages; and even after they were, 
in a great degree, banifhed by the revival of learning, they left modern gallantry 
and the point of honour, which itil} maintain their influence, and are the genuine 
offspring of thofe antient affectations. 

Tue conceffion-of the Great Charter, or rather its full eftablifhment (for_there 
was a confiderable interval between the one and the other) gave-rife, by degrees, 
to a new {pecies of government, and introduced fome order and juftice into the 
adminiftration.. The enfuing fcenes of .our hiftory are: therefore fomewhat.dif- 


* LL, Will. cap, 68. + Spel. Gloff. in verb. campus, The laft inflance of thefe duels was 


Gn the 15th of Eliz. So long did that abfurdity remain. 


t was part of the champions oath, that he carried not about him any 
Dugd, Orig. Jurid. p. 82. 
‘ferent 


+ In all legal fingle- combats, 1 
herb, fpell, or enchantment, -by which he might procure victory. 
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ferent from the preceding. Yet the Great Charter contained no eftablithment of 
new courts, magiftrates, or fenates, nor abolition of the old. It introduced ne 
new diftribution of the powers of the commonwealth, and no innovation in the 
political or public law of the kingdom. It only guarded, and that merely by 


-verbal claufes, againft fuch tyrannical practices as are incompatible with civilized go- 


vernment, and, if they become very frequent, are incompatible with all govern- 
ment, The barbarous licence of the kings, and perhaps of the nobles, was 
thenceforth fomewhat more reftrained : Men acquired fome more fecurity for their 
properties and their liberties: And government approached a little nearer to that _ 
end, for which it was originally inftituted, the diftribution of juftice, and the 
equal protection of the citizens. Aéts of violence and iniquity in the crown, 
which before were only deemed injuries to individuals, and were hazardous chiefly 
in proportion to the number, power, and dignity of the perfons affected by them, 
were now regarded, in fome degree, as public injuries, and as infringements of a 
charter, calculated for general fecurity. And thus, the eftablifhment of the Grea, 
Charter, without feeming any-wife to innovate in the diftribution of political 
power, became a kind of epoch in the conftitution. 


The END of th FIRST VOLUME. 
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